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CELESTIAL EVENTS &

z « ~ THE GIFT OF A REAL NIGHT SKY &

| jh
wIn the city, night never really shows up. The sky stays lit, and the day simply fades into something dimmer. “;:

In Munds Park, when the sun goes down, it gets dark. The kind of dark that lets the stars come through clearly. You step outside, and before

long, you find yourself looking up longer than you meant to.
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__ It is not something people talk about much when they live here. It is simply part of the rhythm. But it is getting harder to find.
" Dark skies and bright stars are a gift we still have. A real night. The heavens shine through, and we are lucky to live beneath them.
Keep the gift. Keep outside lights dim, shielded, or off when not in use. It is worth it.

What to watch for in the night sky.

APRIL

Pre-dawn planet gathering: Best April 18—23. Mercury, Mars, and
Saturn cluster low in the eastern sky before sunrise, with Neptune
nearby for telescope users only. This is visible from Munds Park,

but the planets sit very low, so a clear eastern horizon is important.

Best about 30—45 minutes before sunrise.

Lyrid Meteor Shower: Peaks April 21—22. Expect ~10—20 meteors
per hour under ideal dark skies (higher possible with fireballs).
The radiant is in Lyra (high overhead in the north), and the Moon
is waning crescent/not too interfering—excellent conditions in
northern Arizona. Best after midnight until dawn.

Crescent Moon with Venus and the Pleiades: Best
April 18-19. A thin waxing crescent

Moon appears near brilliant Venus in the
western evening sky, with the Pleiades

nearby. This is an easy and attractive

naked-eye sight from Northern

Arizona. Binoculars may also reveal soft
earthshine on the Moon’s dark side.

MAY

Full Flower Moon: May 1. May opens with the
Full Flower Moon, the traditional full moon of
spring bloom. It rises around sunset and stays
visible through the night, lighting the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR & STORY TIPS!

The Pinewood News welcomes feedback and story tips from our readers. We
encourage comments on any subject or article we publish. We will consider
publishing received letters, except those that invade privacy or are libelous. All
letters must be signed and include an address and phone number for verification.
Note that letters may be edited for space and clarity.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Genna & Sandee Caviness, Editors & Publishers
928.286.9827 « Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com

PO Box 18977, Munds Park, AZ 86017

ThePinewoodNews.com

ADVERTISE WITH US!

For advertising contact us at 928.286.9827 or

Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.
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night, you find it

landscape and making for a beautiful evening under the night sky
in Northern Arizona.

Eta Aquariid Meteor Shower: Peak: May 5—-6

Fast meteors before dawn. It’s stronger farther south, but

Northern Arizona can still catch plenty of bright streaks under
dark skies.

Crescent Moon near Venus and Jupiter: Best May 18—-19. A thin
waxing crescent Moon appears near Venus and Jupiter in the
western sky after sunset. Venus will be much brighter, while

Jupiter may sit lower and be a little harder to catch if your horizon
is blocked.

Blue Moon: May 31. A Blue Moon is when there are two full
moons in one calendar month. The second full moon is called
the Blue Moon. It doesn’t usually look blue. It’s just a name for
something that doesn’t happen very often. That’s why people say
“once in a blue moon” when they mean something is rare.

Sometimes, when you stand, still and loch up at the
pgents et
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GET YOUR LOCAL PAPER
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

Chevron
Coldwell Banker Realty
Kota’s Coffee House
Pinewood Bar & Grill
Pinewood County Club
Pinewood Powered by Re/Max
RV Park
Shell Gas Station
The Outpost (Post Office)
Wine Tasting & More

Bashas - Camp Verde
Camp Verde Community Library

The next issue of the Pinewood News
will hit the stands, Friday, May 8
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summer and winter enjoyment.

$475,000
17165 ELKPL

perfect space to relax and enjoy.

Becky McBride

Designated Broker/Owner

928.606.1385
Becky@flagstaffrealestate.com

Tucked beneath the towering pines, this cozy mountain retreat
blends rustic charm with modern comfort. Vaulted ceilings,
open living, wood-burning fireplace, and a large deck create the

2110
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$429'°°° $1|295|°°°
17810 S WALAPAI RD - UNIT #: 55 175‘,\:5':3;";""\’;1’(0"
Exceptional townhome! Spacious treed area on south of unit. Vaulted ceilings and cozy pellet stove insert in fireplace provides warmth . . o
and ambiance. New flooring, refrigerator, portable air conditioner and dishwasher. This home comes furnished and ready for your Closed restaurant with HUGE potential! Includes land, building,

and all contents. Community is eager for a great eatery! Call Bill
Spain at 602-622-1196. Owner may carry with strong terms.

|1 i

315,000 $400,000

17050 BIG SKY DR 1170 E COUGAR ST
Affordable summer retreat among the trees. This furnished, Cozy 2-bed, 2-bath home among pines and oaks, bonus room,
move-in-ready 3-bedroom, 2-bath home features two spacious private deck overlooking Munds Canyon, fenced yard, gazebo,
covered decks, a peaceful wooded setting, ample parking, and bunkhouse, garage, granite upgrades, mostly furnished.
great versatility as a vacation getaway, second home, or full-time Peaceful mountain retreat.

residence for easy outdoor living.

Regina Bailey

Associate Broker

928.699.7069
Regina.Bailey@ProvidentAZ.com

Deavin Sedillo Natalia Robles Aaron Lewis
REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR®
928.679.5505 928.606.2778 928.707.4950
sedillo.d.r@gmail.com natalia@cbnaz.com aaron@flagstaffareaproperty.com

928-286-9171 « cbnorthland.com
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High Desert Mechanical, Inc.

Built on Legacy.
Trusted for Generations.

Goettl’s High Desert Mechanical is a
family-owned company rooted in a legacy of
craftsmanship, integrity, and doing the job right
the first time. What started as a commitment to
quality has become a standard our community
relies on.

We're here to protect your investment.

For many families, a mountain home or cabin
isnt just a weekend retreat. It's where holidays
are spent. Where grandchildren learn to fish.
Where memories turn into traditions.

Homes like that deserve more than quick fixes
and budget shortcuts.

v They deserve experienced technicians.
v They deserve quality systems.

v They deserve work that lasts.

That’s what we deliver.
So don’t settle, get Goettl's.

Trusted Heating & Cooling Services
for Four Generations

(928) 228-5209 : (928) 5672200 ince l.
www.GoettlsHDM.com O O

Licensed - Family Owned - Insured - ROC#097859, 095880 v'VERIFIED




PINEWOOD

THE GOOD LIFE, COMMUNITY & DESERT MOUNTAIN LIVING

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

AA Meetings - Feel Better!
Munds Park Community Church

Every Monday, 6 pm
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

Munds Park Community
Church Services

Services Sunday, 10:45 am
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd » Munds Park

Munds Park Town Hall

All residents are encouraged to attend.
Stay informed. Your presence
and participation is essential!

Thursday, May 21, 2026
6:30 pm « Pinewood Country Club

Pinewood Fire Department
Auxiliary meeting
The Community is Welcome!

Tuesday, May 5

6:30 pm « 17670 S Munds Ranch Rd
Munds Park

Pinewood Fire
District Board Meeting
Public Welcome
Tuesday, April 21
3 pm « 18075 Fairway Dr « Munds Park

Pinewood Sanitary District
Board Meeting
Public Welcome
Thursday, May 14
3 pm « 18075 Fairway Dr « Munds Park
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Get the Pinewood News first!

We’ll send the new issue to your inbox
before it hits the racks.

Subscribe today!

LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS  6A

This is where locals come for verified updates,
thoughtful community news, and information
they can trust.

MOMMA'S STACKED ENCHILADAS 1A

A hearty family favorite built on scratch cooking,
hungry kids, and the kind of homemade dinner
people remember for years.

SKYLINE SEDONA  15A

For adventurers ready to splurge, Apex Air
Tours offers a bird’s-eye look at Sedona’s
red rock country.

BADGE & BALLOT  16A

The family history behind Frances Munds begins
with pioneers, fighters, and reformers whose grit
helped shape the woman she would become.

CRACK IN TIME  20A

A rare Wupatki adventure sends visitors crawling
through sandstone into a remote site filled with
petroglyphs, ruins, and questions that still linger.

THE TRUTH ABOUT THEROC 1B

What homeowners expect from the Arizona
Registrar of Contractors, and what the process
actually delivers.

HOW TO WASTE AN EVENING PROPERLY 6B

A gentle case for porch sitting, low lights, cool air,
and letting the night in Munds Park restore what
the day wore down.

LOCALS LOVE OUR DARK SKIES 7B

Why the star-filled skies over Munds Park matter,
and how a few simple lighting choices can help
protect them.

BLUEBIRDS IN THE PINES 9B

This piece shares early nesting activity on Munds
Park’s bluebird trail and points readers to one of
Arizona’s best birding resources.

EARTH DAY HAS BEEN THROUGH A LOT  11B

A frank & funny reflection on fear-based
environmental messaging, personal responsibility,
and why caring for the land matters.

SMART APPS FOR MOUNTAIN LIVING  15B

The best apps for alerts, road conditions,
wildfire updates, and trail navigation in and
around Munds Park.

EVERYDAY LIFE DESERVES BEAUTY  18B

A thoughtful piece on why beauty should not be
saved for holidays or company, and how simple
acts of care can make home feel new again.
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LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS
YOUR LINK TO WHAT’S HAPPENING IN MUNDS PARK

A GARDEN GROWS & THE FARMERS MARKET RETURNS

Lets start the Local Highlights section with
some fun news!

For those who love fresh organic vegetables,
the simple pleasure of digging in the dirt,
and a good farmers’ market on a Saturday
morning, this is the kind of news that feels
like spring itself.

A community garden and an expanded
farmers market are coming to west Munds
Park, bringing with them the kind of fresh,
wholesome energy many locals have been
hungry for. Readers may remember Tim
Smith and his daughter Zoe Smith from our earlier coverage of their
larger plans for the 26-acre parcel near the interstate. What once
sounded like a hopeful vision is now beginning to turn into something
the community can actually see, smell, taste, and enjoy.

If you missed the article on Tim and Zoe, you can find it under Stories
at ThePinewoodNews.com.

The community garden is expected to be ready around the first week
of May. It is being designed to make gardening easy and inviting, with
mostly 4-by-8-foot raised beds and some round garden options. The
Smiths believe that size is just right for most people. Big enough to
grow a generous amount of food, but manageable enough that it still
feels fun instead of turning into a full-time job.

Plots will rent for $150 for the season, generally running from May
through October, depending on weather and frost. The raised beds, soil,
and water will all be provided. That means gardeners can skip a lot of
the sweat and startup cost and get straight to the good part: planting
tomatoes, peppers, squash, herbs, greens, and whatever else they have
been itching to grow. Even better, the garden will be fully organic, with
no pesticides allowed.

And then there is the Saturday market, which is officially a go.

TOY STORAGE

Munds Ranch Toy Storage is your new spot for clean, secure,
modern storage. Family-owned and easy to use.

= 7am to 7 pm access every day

= 24/7 video surveillance

= Indoor and outdoor units

= Fast online booking and payment

Join the wait list or learn more at mrtstorage.com

CALL 480-244-8295 TO RESERVE A SPACE TODAY!
17777 S Munds Ranch Rd « Munds Park, AZ 86017

WWW.MRTSTORAGE.COM

The market will be run by Catherine
Seginski, the same organizer behind the
farmers market so many people enjoyed
when it was held at the old Agee’s BBQ spot.
This time, the plan is for something even
better, with more room, more vendors, and
more of the atmosphere people loved in

the first place. Organizers say the market

is expected to include music, food trucks,
and at least 30 vendors, giving Munds Park
residents one more reason to get out early,
grab a coffee, stroll the booths, and head
home with something fresh and local.

And really, what more can you want on a Saturday morning than
baskets of good produce, neighbors out visiting, music in the air, and a
place that feels alive in all the right ways?

Part of what will make this new space especially appealing is the
setting itself. Landscaping is underway, with trees, shrubs, and ground
cover planned along the perimeter and into the meadow. The goal is to
create a place that feels attractive, welcoming, and worth lingering in,
not just a functional stop along the road.

There is even hope for a pumpkin patch in the fall, with one section
dedicated entirely to pumpkins if the season cooperates. It is exactly
the kind of detail that gives this project a little extra charm and hints at
what it could become for families and seasonal residents alike.

In their earlier conversation with Pinewood News, Tim and Zoe spoke
about wanting to create more than just another business venture. They
talked about building a place with a stronger sense of community,
something practical, low-key, and pleasant where people could gather
and enjoy life a little more. With the garden, the market, and the
landscaping now coming together, that idea is starting to look very real.

Fresh organic vegetables. A Saturday farmers market people already
trust. A prettier, greener setting. A little more connection. A little more
life. For Munds Park, this sounds like a very good thing.

Community Garden

Interested in renting a garden space to grow your own organic food?
Contact Zoe Smith during regular business hours at 480-244-8295.

Munds Park Farm to Table Market

Farmers Market is starting May 9th from 9 am — 1 pm
Find the market on Facebook @Munds Park Farm to Table Market

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE
Memorial Day Heroes Remembered

Saturday, May 23
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Pinewood Fire Dept. Bloodmobile
475 E Pinewood Blvd.

To schedule your appointment, scan the QR code or
visit vitalant.org (Blood Drive Code: pinewoodfire).

For more information or to schedule a donation,
call 877-25-VITAL or visit us at vitalant.org.
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APS SAYS CUSTOMERS
SHOULD PREPARE NOW FOR
FIRE SEASON OUTAGES

With fire season approaching, APS is asking customers in communities
in Coconino County to be ready in case extreme wildfire conditions
lead to a Public Safety Power Shutoff. The utility said this shutoff tool
has not been used since it was introduced in 2024, but customers

in potential impact areas should prepare now. Residents can check
whether their address falls in a possible shutoff area at aps.com/psps.

APS recommends taking a few simple steps now:

= Make sure your APS account has your current phone number and
email so you can receive outage alerts.

» If someone in your home depends on life-sustaining medical
equipment that needs electricity, sign up for the APS Medical
Care program.

= Put together a basic emergency kit with water, non-perishable
food, a can opener, flashlights, batteries, a radio, first aid supplies,
and a portable phone charger.

» Have a plan in place in case you need to leave home during an
outage.

» C(Clear weeds, overgrown plants, trash, and debris around your
home.

» Learn how to manually open your garage door or any electric
security gate.

= If you have livestock, make a plan now for their care.

Coconino County Emergency Manager Tim Carter said the county

is working with APS on wildfire preparedness efforts, including

vegetation management and power shutoff planning. Residents can
also sign up for county emergency alerts at coconino.az.gov/ready

Source: APS press release.

START NOW ON FIRE SEASON PREP

This is not our usual approach, repeated wildfire warnings, but this is
not a usual year.

Arizona is entering an active stretch of the fire season. The latest
national fire outlook shows above-normal significant fire potential
expanding across much of the Southwest in May and continuing
through June, with relief expected if the monsoon arrives in July.

Below-average precipitation, warm temperatures, weak snowpack, and
dry fuels are all part of the problem. For Munds Park and surrounding
Northern Arizona communities, that means the window to prepare
may be shorter than usual this year.

Now is the time to clear pine needles and debris, trim brush, review
your evacuation plan, and keep an eye on fire restrictions. We will keep
covering this because it matters. A little work now can matter a great
deal later.

Source: National Interagency Fire Center outlook, and the National Significant
Wildland Fire Potential Outlook, issued April 1, 2026.

Munds Park Town Hall

Join us for the first Community Watch Town Hall of 2026, an
important evening of updates from the local and county leaders who
serve Munds Park.

A featured discussion will be led by Fire Chief Josh Tope, who will
explain the cancellation of Bear Jaw, why it happened, and what the
future may hold for community cleanups and pine needle removal.

Hear updates, ask questions, and be part of the conversation as we
work to keep Munds Park strong, safe, and prepared. Whether you
are a full-time resident or a weekend neighbor, your voice matters.
Bring a neighbor.
Thursday, May 21, 2026
6:30 pm « Pinewood Country Club

...Local Highlights continued on page 8A

<. Introducing

'* ’,yﬁdtbw,,
AL iitich

1359 E Butler Ave
Flagstaff, AZ

per dollar
spent at each visit

928-440-4020
www.midtown.vet

Free points
just for signing up!

@ Points Unlock Discounts, Freebies, and Exclusive Clinic Perks!

@ PetDesk
Want points?

Download the
PetDesk App!

REVIEW

+150

Free points
for an honest review!

Make sure 1o sign up with the
email that we have on file!

Got points?
Let our team know which reward you
would like to use before you check out!

Reviews Accepted
on Google/Yelp/NextDoor
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FROZEN JR. AUDITIONS
& SUMMER THEATRE
CAMP ARE HERE

BY APRIL PLONSKI

Young performers are invited to step into
the spotlight this summer as Arizona
Children’s Theatre presents “Frozen Jr.”,
a magical musical experience designed
especially for kids and teens.

Auditions will take place on Saturday,
June 27, 2026, and Sunday, June 28,
2026, from 1:00—4:00 p.m. at Munds Park
Community Church. No prior theatre experience is required—just
enthusiasm, creativity, and a willingness to have fun.

Q(:g-
in = — —
\ga..,,s ars on Stage-

The three-week theatre camp will run June 29 through July 17, 2026,
meeting Monday through Friday from 1:00—4:00 p.m. Participants
will learn acting, singing, and stage skills while preparing for live
performances. The production will culminate in shows on Thursday,
July 16; Friday, July 17; and Saturday, July 18, 2026.

Registration is now open for “Frozen Jr.” and can be completed online
at http://www.arizonachildrenstheatre.com.

In addition, the theatre is offering its popular “Becoming a Star” Camp
from June 22—26, 2026, also from 1:00—4:00 p.m. at Munds Park
Community Church. This camp is perfect for beginners looking to build
confidence and learn the basics of musical theatre.

Arizona Children’s Theatre is dedicated to creating an inclusive

and supportive environment where every child can experience the
joy of performing arts. Their mission is to provide an educational
opportunity that fosters confidence, creativity, and a love of musical
theatre—ensuring that no child is left behind.

Families are encouraged to sign up early and join what promises to be
an unforgettable summer of music, friendship, and fun.

MPCC VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
REGISTRATION IS OPEN

MPCC Vacation Bible School is just
around the corner, and registration
is now open for all children entering
kindergarten through sixth grade.

This fun three-day program will be held
June 9, 10, and 11. T-shirt pick-up will
take place Monday, June 8, from 1:00 to
2:00 p.m.

Be sure to register by May 25 so your
child can join the fun.

To sign up, at
www.vbspro.events/p/be6bec

FOR THOSE WHO LOVE TO READ

Bookmobile Stop at Pinewood Country Club Clubhouse
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2026
Time: 10:45 AM — 12:15 PM (1.5 hours)

Location: Pinewood Country Club Clubhouse

WHY MUNDS PARK SEWER BILLS
NOW INCLUDE A WIFA FEE

PSD staff said earlier notices explained the details of the WIFA fee,
but did not clearly explain why it was added to customer bills. In the
November 7, 2023, election, district voters approved a $15 million
WIFA loan for wastewater infrastructure improvements, with 75%
support. District officials say the funding will help update the sewer
system, protect long-term service reliability, and meet requirements
under a court-ordered Consent Judgment.

The project and financing were discussed in public meetings in January
and February 2024, and again on March 12, 2026, when the fee was
reviewed. The district says the work is being completed in four phases
and is now in Phase 2. The WIFA fee took effect April 1, 2026, to

repay the loan over time and help avoid placing the full cost of these
improvements on customers all at once.

PPOA
2026 STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

Each year, the Pinewood Property Owners Association proudly awards
scholarships to support local students as they take the next step toward
their future.

For 2026, three $2,000 scholarships will be offered to full-time Munds
Park residents who have recently graduated from a Flagstaff high
school. These scholarships are available to students pursuing either
academic studies or an accredited trade school program.

Students who maintain good grades may also be eligible to have the
scholarship extended for a second year.

For information contact Barb Timberman at (928) 606-0194.
The application deadline is June 8.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE PFDA
GOLF TOURNAMENT

On Sunday, September 27, 2026, at Pinewood Country Club. Open

to members and non-members, this morning shotgun four-person
scramble will raise money for the Pinewood Fire Department Auxiliary
to support the Pinewood Fire Department and the citizens of Munds
Park. Time is still to be announced. For more information, contact
Cheri Schultz at 310-686-5168 or PFDA.Pres@gmail.com

Join me as I keep company
with the wind, entertain
myself with the quiet, and
call a long stretch of
silence a great time.
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LIBERTY (SECURE.

PLUMBING

DETECT POTENTIAL LEAKS AND HELP PREVENT
WATER DAMAGE WITH SECURE®

Shut off water to the entire home remotely with your mobile
device from anywhere you are®! Save your home from potentially
catastrophic water damage and even help get a discount

on your homeowners insurance®

THE DEVICE

« SIMPLE INSTALLATION*

« WIFI AND BLUETOOTH ENABLED

« QUALITY MATERIALS / PROFESSIONAL
STAINLESS STEEL BALL VALVE
SHUTOFF PARAMETERS TO AVOID
FALSE POSITIVES.

« 5 SENSOR ARRAY:
- ULTRASONIC FLOW SENSOR
- WATER PRESSURE
- AMBIENT AIR TEMPERATURE
- HUMIDITY LEVELS
- WATER QUALITY (TDS)

*Prafessional installation required

THE APP
« REAL-TIME NOTIFICATIONS
.« REAL-TIME WATER QUALITY (TDS) DATA
« SCHEDULED AND MANUAL LEAKTEST
= DETAILED WATER USAGE DATA*

*Coming soon via frequent, regular app updates
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SERVICE )

928-445-2200

Flagstaff, Munds Park, and surrounding

Replacement Garage Doors

Operator Repair & Replacement

Broken Spring Repair

Custom High Lift Applications

Gate Automation

Garage Door Maintenance

Storefront / Hollow Metal Door Systems
New Construction & Retrofits

Carport Conversions... and Much MORE!

Your local experts for garage doors, gate automation, and
commercial entry systems. Serving Northern Arizona and the
Phoenix Valley with 24-hour emergency availability seven
days a week. Locally owned, operated, and ready to serve
you any time!
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=1 928-445-2200 Northern Arizona 602-335-1077 Phoenix

ACCREDITED Ffagstaff, Munds Park, and surrounding
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HOME MADE & WONDERFUL
MOMMA'S STACKED ENCHILADAS

BY GENNA CAVINESS

Growing up with five siblings, my mom
had a house full of hungry mouths to
feed. Somehow, she managed to put good,
scratch food on the table every single
night, and she did it with love.

One of our all-time favorite dinners was

Directions

1.

Place the chicken in a slow cooker. Add the
chopped onion, green enchilada sauce, cumin,
garlic powder, and pepper. Cook on high for

4 hours.

. 2. When the chicken is done, shred it as finely as
her stacked enchiladas. Momma made ou like, then stir it back into the green sauce
hers with seasoned hamburger and red Y ’ 8 '
enchilada sauce. When that big stack of 3. Preheat the oven to 400 degrees.
goodness hit the table, the whole family 4. Inasaucepan, heat the red enchilada sauce
lit up. It was hearty, satisfying, ar}d full and tomato sauce together. You will use this
of homemade flavor. I know my siblings to quickly dip the tortillas so they stay soft in
Stl.ll make her 9rlglnal version to this day. the oven. You can also use hot oil instead, but I
It is a true family staple. usually use the sauce.

Over the years, in our own home, we have put our own spin on it. Since we do not eat much 5. Set out the green onions, black olives, and
red meat anymore, I started making it with shredded chicken instead. I found that green grated cheese in bowls so everything is
enchilada sauce is perfect for slow-cooking the chicken, making it tender and full of flavor. ready to go.
But I could not let go of the red sauce completely, so I use both. The mix of tangy green and . o
. . . 6. Dip one corn tortilla into the warm red sauce
rich red sauces makes these enchiladas full of flavor, and mighty hard not to clean the plate. . . o
very quickly. If you leave it too long, it will fall
This is the kind of generous, homey meal you make when you want everyone around your apart and make a mess, and nobody needs that.
table to leave full, happy, and maybe just a little bit spoiled. Place the tortilla on an oven-safe plate. Add a
. layer of shredded chicken, cheese, green onions,
Ingredients olives, and a little more red sauce. Repeat the
- 8 boneless chicken thighs or breasts, or cut layers urﬁﬂ (31'011 have as qﬁmy as y(ﬂl like.
the recipe in half if cooking for two We usually do 3 or 4torti as. On the top
, layer, I like to be generous with the cheese
- 128-ounce can green enchilada sauce and red sauce.
- 128-ounce can red enchilada sauce 7. Place the plate in the oven for 4 to 5 minutes,

- 115-ounce can tomato sauce

- 1 white or yellow onion, chopped
- Garlic powder, to taste

- Pepper, to taste

- Cumin, to taste

- Corn tortillas

- Sliced black olives

Green onions, sliced

Momma Peggy -
- Grated cheese

or until the cheese is melted.

Be careful when you take the plates out. They will
be extremely hot.

Top with your favorite salsa, fresh cilantro,
diced onions, sliced jalapenos, sour cream, or
even a fried egg.

I hope you enjoy these as much as we do!

i b GET YOUR TAIL WAGGING WITH A §
: | COFFEE FROM KOTA'S!

.i H{% % Proudly pouring locally roasted

8 i X Firecreek Coffee & Espresso

Specialty teas, plus Chai & Matcha Lattes

.11; Pastries Baked Fresh in house Daily KO ' A S

Biff's Bagels from our friends in Flagstaff
The Famous Kota's Breakfast Sandwich COFFEE HOUSE
...plus more breakfast favorites

(928) 286-2331
) Lunch Sandwiches, Melts, & Paninis 4 .
| h ~ SERVING EVERY DAY! 7am-2pm B gy | /Munds Park, AZ 86017

1
| I..:'i;!l | Iff ll"‘_. ¥ .‘:. k
| | 1 -

NOW SERVING REFRESHING SMOOTHIES & MONSTER ENERGY MASHERS!

—
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THINGS
TO DO

& SEE!

CELEBRATIONS

SATU RDAY MAY 2

CINCO DE MAYO
CELEBRATION AT
TLAQUEPAQUE

Head to Tlaquepaque for an
afternoon of music, dancing, and
good food in a courtyard setting
that feels made for a fiesta. Easy outing for families,
and a solid excuse to spend the day in Sedona.

Time: 11la.m.-5 p.m.

Location: Tlaquepaque Arts and Shopping Village,
336 State Route 179, Sedona

Details: visitsedona.com
Admission: FREE

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 9-10

MOTHER’S DAY FINE

ART & WINE FESTIVAL

A lovely excuse to head to

Prescott for a spring weekend of
DAY fine art, browsing, and downtown

charm. This outdoor festival

features juried artists, vendors, and a festive

Mother’s Day weekend setting.

Time: Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m. -4 p.m.

Location: Historic Courthouse Plaza,

Downtown Prescott

Details: mountainartistsquild.org

Admission: See website for details

SUNDAY, MAY 10

MOTHER’S DAY
BRUNCH AT DA RANCH

{ Treat Mom to a brunch with live
music, a build-your-own bouquet
bar, and a pretty ranch setting
that feels like a real outing.
Seating is limited and runs in
90-minute time slots.

Time: 10 a.m. & 12 p.m. seatings (90 minutes)

Location: DA Ranch,
1900 Dancing Apache Rd, Cornville

Details: www.daranch.com

MUNDS PARK

SATURDAY, MAY 2

GIVE A MORNING &
FEEL GOOD!

Join Munds Park Trail Stewards to
help maintain the non-motorized
Brad and Mud Tank trails, then stay
for a free lunch after. Please RSVP.
Time: 8:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Location: Meet at the Iron Springs trailhead

Details: RSVP by email to
mundstrailstewards@hotmail.com. Bring long pants,
sturdy shoes, dress for the weather, and a smile. Water
and trail tools will be provided. Check for updates at
www.mundsparktrailstewards.com, as the event may
change or be postponed.

BEGINNING JUNE 1ST

BINGO AT THE
COUNTRY CLUB

Bingo at the Pinewood Country
Club! This event is open to
everyone—no membership
required. Come enjoy a fun night with neighbors!

Time: 6 p.m., every Monday
Location: Pinewood Country Club

WINE & OUTDOORS

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 24-26
SIP! EXPERIENCE

Enjoy your Sip! weekend with a
vineyard walking tour and a tasting
flight featuring library wines from
DA Ranch. Good wine, open sky,
and live music nearby.

Time: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. (vineyard tour at

11:30 a.m.or 1 p.m.)

Location: DA Ranch, 1900 Dancing Apache Rd, Cornville
Details: www.daranch.com/events-at-daranch
Admission: Starting at $58 per ticket

SATURDAY, MAY 9

VERDE VALLEY
WINE FESTIVAL

Sip local wines, browse vendors,
and enjoy live music at Riverfront
Park in one of the Verde Valley’s
signature spring events. It is a good
excuse to spend a Saturday outdoors .

Time: 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Location: Riverfront Park

1284 E. River Front Rd, Cottonwood

Details: verdevalleywinefestival.com

Admission: See website for details

FRIDAY MAY 15-17
OVERLAND EXPO WEST

Three days of overlanding gear,
classes, & hands-on training, plus
rigs to admire. If you like dirt roads,
camp setups, and learning from
people who have actually done the
miles, this is for you.

Time: Friday & Saturday 9to 5, Sun 9 to 3

Location: Fort Tuthill County Park,
2446 Fort Tuthill Loop, Flagstaff

Details: overlandexpo.com/west
Admission: See website for details
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The Munds Park 4th of July Parade is a
tradition we look forward to every year,
but this one carries extra meaning.

In 2026, America celebrates her 250th
birthday, making this year’s parade part
of an historic celebration.

If you have ever thought about joining
the parade, this is the year to start

early. Talk it over with family, neighbors,
or your favorite group of volunteers.
Simple or elaborate, big or small, every
entry adds to the spirit of the day.

Our annual cover competition is back
for the fourth year. The winning float
will be featured on the front cover

of The Pinewood News, giving one
standout entry top billing, hometown
bragging rights, and a keepsake place
in this once-in-a-generation celebration.

Mark your calendar and start planning
now. Let’s make this 4th of July Parade
one to remember.

Kick the 4th of July off early with the
Electric Light Parade on the evening of
July 3.1t will follow the same route and
guidelines as last year, so start planning
something bright, festive, and fun.

Stay tuned for updates and parade
entry details.




FAMILY FUN LIVE MUSIC & THEATER

SUNDAY, APRIL 19
" WARNER’S NURSERY
P KIDS CLUB
a A Little Dirt Never Hurt. Kids will
: examine different types of dirt
-3 ; and learn which is best for different

plants, then build a “perfect”
dirt layer.

Time: Sunday afternoons at 2pm

Location: Warner’s Nursery
1101 E. Butler Ave., Flagstaff

Details: www.warnercompanies.com
Admission: FREE with advance registration required

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29-SUNDAY, MAY 3
~~ . VERDEVALLEY FAIR

2026
veRnEvaLLey pain Five days of classic fair fun at the
Verde Valley Fairgrounds, with

. exhibits, food, and plenty to keep
P the whole crew busy. Go for an
5 hour, stay for the whole “one more

ride” negotiation.
Time: See website for details

Location: Verde Valley Fairgrounds
800 E Cherry St, Cottonwood

Details: vvfair.com
Admission: See website for details

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 23-26

VERDE VALLEY
BIRDING AND NATURE
FESTIVAL

Catch peak spring migration with
guided birding tours, hikes, and
workshops based at Dead Horse

pns

Ranch State Park, plus trips across the Verde Watershed.

Family Nature Day happens Saturday, April 25, with
hands-on activities and live animal exhibits.

Time: See website for details (Family Nature Day
Saturday 10 a.m. -3 p.m.)

Location: Dead Horse Ranch State Park
675 Dead Horse Ranch Rd, Cottonwood

Details: verderiver.org/events/verde-valley-birding-
and-nature-festival-2026/

Admission: See website for details
(Family Nature Day is free)

MONDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 29-JULY 5

WORLD’S OLDEST
RODEO

Prescott’s signature summer
traditions returns for a full week of
rodeo action, western spirit, and
holiday-week crowds. Gates open
two hours before each performance, so there is time to
grab food, shop, and settle in before the fun starts.
Time: Check website for times.

Location: Prescott Rodeo Grounds

840 Rodeo Dr., Prescott

Details: worldsoldestrodeo.com

Admission: See website for details.

EVERY FRIDAY!
BARN DANCE

dancing, and a farm-night crowd
that knows how to have a good
time. Dinner is available if you want
to make a full evening of it.

Time: 6- 10 p.m.

Location: Mortimer Farms

12907 E. State Route 169, Dewey

Details: mortimerfarmsaz.com

Admission: See website for dinner and ticket details

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 29-31

FLAGSHAKES
eoers PRESENTS EVERY
brillisat BRILL}ANT THING .
thing,; Catch this interactive, actor-driven

play in an intimate setting where

the audience helps shape the night.

Funny, tender, and the kind of show
you'll talk about on the drive home.

Time: See website for details
Location: Beaver Street Theatre

11 S Beaver St, Suite 2, Flagstaff
Details: flagshakes.org
Admission: See website for details

FRIDAY, MAY 1

RED DIRT CONCERT
SERIES OPENER

Kick off Sedona’s free Red Dirt
Concert Series with live music at
the Posse Grounds Pavilion. Bring a
chair or blanket and settle in for an
easy Friday night outdoors.

Time:5-8 p.m.

Location: Posse Grounds Pavilion
525 Posse Grounds Road, Sedona
Admission: FREE

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 22-24

GRATEFUL FESTIVAL

This 3-day Flagstaff music festival
brings live bands, camping, yoga,
vendors, and a full weekend of

mountain air and good energy. If
your crowd likes jam bands and a
festival feel under the pines, this one is worth a look.

Time: Friday welcome concert 6 — 10 p.m.; Saturday
10 a.m. - 11:30 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m. - 11:30 p.m.

Location: Fort Tuthill Fairgrounds
2446 Fort Tuthill Loop, Flagstaff

Details: gratefulfestival.com
Admission: Tickets from $15; kids 12 and under free

SATURDAY, MAY 9
BILLY CURRINGTON

Grab your boots and head to
Pepsi Amphitheater for a country
night under the pines with Billy
Currington.

Time: 6 — 8 p.m. (doors 6 p.m., show 8 p.m.)

Location: Pepsi Amphitheater
2446 Fort Tuthill Loop, Flagstaff

Details: pepsiamp.com/event/billy-currington/
Admission: See website

Kick off the weekend with live music,

LIBERTY

} PLUMBING

NEW LOOK,
SAME GREAT
SERVICE
YOU TRUST!

—FREE—
SAFETY

INSPECTIONS

We are finding an alarming
amount of safety violations
in Munds Park. Be sure
your home is protected
and schedule a free
inspection with Liberty
Plumbing today.

*100~

WATER HEATER

$50”

STOP WASTE VALVES

Contact us:
(928) 851 - 7773

www.libertyplumbingaz.com




This lot is a hidden gem secluded from the road. A long driveway

$375,000 ' $444,900

1065 E CHALET PLACE 17010 TEAL PLACE 1350 E THUNDERBIRD TRAIL 405 E CEDAR WOOD DRIVE
Quaint and affordable 16-wide manufactured ~ Backs National Forest with two large Large Chalet with easy access to deck and Brand-new, never-lived-in home with four
home with a heavily treed lot, wraparound bedrooms plus flexible third bedroom/ entry. Covered carport that leads to a single large bedrooms, private primary suite, bright
covered deck, putting green, gazebo, brick office, fireplace, Arizona Room, large carport,  car garage with entry up to the upstairs living area with big windows, oversized
patio, gas cooking, wood-burning fireplace, storage, new carpet, two baths, fenced yard, family room. Fenced in yard. kitchen with huge island, and a covered front
central heat, fans throughout, rain gutters, private landscaping, and 1,600+ livable All showings must have an appointment. deck with long Pintail views.
and water catch. square feet.

LOTS FOR SALE

Debi Bright RE/MAX Pinewood

Managing Broker / Realtor® 15 W Pinewood Blvd
$245'00 PO Box 17218
46 E OAK DR 928.699.7703 CELL Munds Park, AZ 86017
Over 40,000 square feet lot. Absolutely incredible views from . . .
the top. Heavily treed. Br|ghtDeb|@gma|Lcom
$192,000
17375 CRYSTAL BROOK PL

39 YEARS OF MAKING YOUR

h | I ith b iful oak di
that opens to an ex:r:ae ;regriemc;i:rl.ltm ie;afl;::hl;ﬂc;i trees surrounding DREAMS A REALITY

DREAM BIG, BORROW SMART!

Dreaming of a Getaway?
Make it Yours with Vacation Home
Financing from Residential Mortgage

Escape to your own paradise with our portfolio Second Home Loan
options, designed to bring you closer to the vacation home you've
always imagined. At Residential Mortgage, we understand the unique
needs of buying a second home. That's why our tailored financing
solutions offer competitive rates and potential savings—making your
dreams of a serene retreat more achievable and affordable.

Why Choose Our Second Home Loan?

. Exceptional Pricing . Expert Guidance ¥ Tailored Solutions

Mest Your Vacation Home Financing Expertt

NMLS 208400 £% (602)321-0662 () ron.s@residentialmtg.com

Vice President of Sales & @y 9047 £ Greenway Pkwy, Suite 220,
Proud Munds Park Owner Scottsdale, AZ 85254

Information subject to change withoul notice. Qualified borrowers only. This is noe! a commitment to

lend. Please call for details. NMLS 167229, AZ Bankers License BK-094144 1. Equal Housing Lender

[
LENDER




WEEKEND WORTHY

SEDONA FROM ABOVE
Red Rocks, Canyons, & Secrets Only Visible from the Sky

Most Arizona travelers know Sedona from the road. They
know the red cliffs rising beyond the windshield, the familiar
turnouts, the slow bend of the highway as the landscape begins
to stack itself in layers of stone, light, and distance. But from
the air, Sedona becomes something else entirely.

Apex Air Tours lifts visitors above that familiar beauty and
reveals the larger design of the country. Cathedral Rock, Bell
Rock, Boynton Canyon, and the broad sweep toward the
Mogollon Rim take on a different kind of scale when seen
from above, where the relationships between canyon, mesa,
forest, and sky come into view all at once. Apex offers a range
of helicopter tours, from shorter scenic flights to longer routes
and sunset options, departing from Sedona Airport.

That aerial perspective is the real appeal. This is not only about
thrill. It is about seeing a landscape many Arizonans know well
in a way few ever do. Riders often praise the smoothness of the
flight, the pilot narration, and the striking views through the
aircraft’s large front windows, all of which make the experience
feel less like a stunt and more like a memorable introduction to
Sedona’s larger geography.

It is, certainly, a splurge. Sedona helicopter tours listed by
Apex begin at $169, with longer and private options priced
higher. But for a milestone weekend, a visiting guest, or simply
the pleasure of seeing familiar country made new again, the
experience makes a persuasive case for itself.

The Details

Apex Air Tours operates from Sedona Airport at 1225 Airport
Road. Helicopter tours begin at $169, with longer, sunset,
combo, and private options available. Cameras, phones, and
water are allowed on board, while large bags are not. Apex also
offers discounts for veterans, active military, first responders,
repeat customers, and groups.

flc
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IRRIGATION & LANDSCAPING
Beautiful Yards Start Here

Irrigation « Landscaping « Pavers « Turf & Sod
Weekly & Bi-Weekly Yard Maintenance - Seasonal Cleanups
Retaining Walls « Rock Work « Premium Synthetic Grass

928-612-8279 or 928-600-6882 R o o SPacEs
Stellers.irrigation@gmail.com « Stellersirrigation.com e A DESIGNED FOR

Serving Munds Park & Rimrock * Licensed * Bonded * AZ ROC 343874 | cosssE 0 MUNDS PARK LIVING
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BADGE & BALLOT

A TRUE ARIZONA SAGA OF FRANCES & JOHN MUNDS
The Blood Behind Her

PART Il

Some Arizona stories ought to be better known than they are. This is one of them.

Frances Willard Munds and John Munds built their lives in the rough early days of Arizona, where danger and hardship were part of everyday life.
But before Frances became a force in her own right, she came from people who had already tested themselves against war, wilderness, loss, and the
hard demands of frontier life. This part of the story reaches back into that bloodline and the grit that helped shape the woman she would become.

Alexander
Hamilton
Willard

Alexander Hamilton Willard
did not inherit grit. He
earned it lash by lash, mile by
mile, through wilderness, war,
and the raw making of the
American West.

Frances came from stock that had crossed raging rivers, pushed into
new frontiers, and proven its mettle long before she was born.

Her paternal grandfather, Alexander Hamilton Willard, had built much
of that prosperous ranch life with his own hands.

Born in Charlestown, New Hampshire, in 1778, he joined the Lewis
and Clark Expedition. He was an expert blacksmith, gunsmith, and
hunter by the age of twenty-five. He was among President Jefferson’s
volunteers, sent west to map rivers, cross mountains, and help open a
route to the Pacific.

The journey tested him early and without mercy. In the summer of
1804, camped along the Missouri, Willard was caught asleep on watch
duty. In the wild, dangerous country, it was a betrayal that could have
gotten every man in the party killed. Military law was clear. Sleeping
on watch was a capital offense. Lewis and Clark spared his life but
imposed the severest penalty, one hundred lashes. For four nights in a
row, he endured 25 lashes before the entire company at sunset. It was a

brutal lesson that discipline was not negotiable when lives were at stake.

Willard endured the punishment and remained with the Corps, proving
his worth and stamina. He hunted when the party was near starvation,
repaired wagons, forged tools, and worked through the bitter winters.
He hauled heavy boats overland across rough country during the long
portages and met the expedition’s brutalities with strength and courage.

Near the Great Falls of the Missouri, he narrowly escaped death when
a grizzly charged him while he was out alone retrieving meat. The bear
drove him close to camp before Captain Clark, with three men, drove
it off, saving Willard and giving the nearby islands their name, White
Bear Islands.

James
Russell
Vineyard

He did not stand politely at
the edge of history. Colonel
James Russell Vineyard
threw himself into it,
fighting in war, shaping
public life, and taking on
slavery in a frontier town
where principle could get a
man killed.

When the expedition returned to St. Louis in 1806, he received
his pay and land warrant, but men of his kind were seldom made
for settlement.

He later served in the War of 1812, carrying dispatches for William
Clark, but when a commission was offered, he turned it down. He had
had enough of military rule. After the war, he kept moving west with
his growing family. First came Missouri. Then Wisconsin. Each time,
he broke new ground and started over. Whenever the country around
him grew too settled, it was time for this pioneer to move on.

Then in 1852, at seventy-four years of age, when most men would
have been content to sit by the fire with good whiskey and tell stories,
he gathered forty-nine members of his family and kin in Platteville,
Wisconsin, and organized a wagon train to California. They loaded
their covered wagons with supplies, rifles, and whatever hope a family
could carry across that much country, then pointed west.

It was no gentle journey. There was dust enough to choke on, rivers to
cross, danger never far off, and long nights with wagons drawn in tight
for protection and everybody listening hard to the dark. He brought
them through it. When they reached the Sacramento Valley months
later, only one life had been lost.

There, with his son Joel, he turned rich soil and steady water into a
thriving ranch that fed the Gold Rush boom.

They were blessed with opportunity and had the grit to make
something of it.

On the other side stood Frances’ maternal grandfather, Colonel James
Russell Vineyard. He was a fighter in every sense, a man whose life
burned with the same unyielding fire that would one day define Frances.

... Continued on page 19A

16A The Pinewood News | APRIL 17, 2026



BARDEN
DIFFERENCE

WHY BARDEN HOME BUILDERS? SEE FOR YOURSELF

CONTACT

928-607-4015
BUILDERS LLC 2581 E 7" Ave - 86004
i - 1

www.bardenhomebuilders.com




Mountain Dreams Realty PineWOOd: (928)853'4529 PhX. TOll Free: (602)29]'163] N o ;

Pat & Bruce Moore - Marketing Pinewood / Munds Park for 46 Years
(B e Northern Arizona MLS & Phoenix MLS

Country Living In The Pines

LR P Mountain Dreams Realty

0

855 E Navajo Road, Munds Park The Moores 2836 E Gelding Drive, Phoenix

Mountain Dreams Realty is a family owned business that is able to provide low brokerage fees with-
out sacrificing service. We believe our Clients & Customers should have the ability to sell their home
with the same advantages offered by other companies without cutting into their Profit Margin.

Integrity and Service before Profit or Commission!

—
Reduced! § Reduced!

RN

- - sog ’ - . ” A —~
. 605 E. Hillside Dr - $429,900 17385 S. San Carlos Dr - $400,000 1385 W. University Ave #175a
440 E Navajo Rd -$899.999  oppietely Remodeled 3Bed, 2Bath ~ A-Frame—Renovated Inside and Out Ideally located near NAU

Rare Opportunity on Nayajo Boad Including: Ducted 24 SEER heat & Air, 2 Bedroom, 1.5 Bathrooms, Jetted Tub Full Furnished downstairs Condo
Golf Course & Mountains Views Appliances, Kitchen, Bathrooms, T&G Propane Heat & Central Air Conditioning 906 SqFt, 2 Bedroom, 2 Bathrooms

1,820 SqgFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths Wood Ceilings, Laminate flooring, Ceiling ~ Dual-pane Windows & Insulated Roof New Carpet, Paint & Blinds
Fireplace, Large Deck looks at fans and insulation in Crawl Space. Fron"[ Covered Deck + Rear Sun Deck Covered Parking, Outside Storage Unit
the 14th Hole. 2 Car Garage Front & Side Covered Wrap-Around Deck  Spacious Storage Shed, 7,000 SqFt Lot $344,900
Call Bob Jonca; (928)853-8542 Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542
or Beth Hausman (623)570-3076 or Beth Hausman (623)570-3076 or Beth Hausman (623)570-3076

or Beth Hausman (623)570-3076

o — o
2= Coming Soon/Call Sharon

Mountain Dreams Realty | R R

Live the Mountain Lye.... Own the Mountain Dream

: : = =
17075 Grizzly Ridge - $455,00 . d, S A 335 Sandia Cir - $550,000
1,404 SqgFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 028-286-9335 1,582 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR®
John Cheri Sharon Andy Cheri Buchholtz Bob Joncas Catherine Rob Elizabeth
Sharapata Moore Treat Buchholtz Associate Broker Associate Broker Maschue Moore Hausman
(480)695-8929 (928)286-9335 (602)717-4414 (928)286-9335 (602)291-1631 (928)853-8542 (818)429-3362 (928)286-9335 (623)570-3076

Mountain Dreams Realty (928)853-4529

www.mountaindreamsrealty.com



BADGE & BALLOT
... Continued from page 16A

Born January 16, 1801, in Frankfort,
Kentucky, he carried the restless
spirit of the frontier. He moved

to Platteville, Wisconsin, where

he married Mary Ann Thompson
and raised a family. When the
Mexican-American War broke out
in 1846, Vineyard answered the
call, serving with distinction and
earning the rank of colonel. He
returned to Wisconsin a hero and
joined the Democrat party. He was
elected to the Wisconsin Territorial
Legislature (Council) in 1841, then
chosen as a delegate to the state’s
first constitutional convention in
1846, helping shape the framework
for Wisconsin’s entry into the
Union in 1848. He later served in
the state assembly.

Like many settlers, moving on was in his blood. In the early 1850s, he
made his way west to Los Angeles, California, a raw frontier town still
finding its footing after the end of Mexican rule. There he founded an
abolitionist newspaper and used it as a weapon in the fight against
slavery. Though California had entered the Union as a free state in
1850, the battle was hardly over. Southern sympathizers and their
allies continued pressing to protect slavery, but Vineyard met them
head-on, filling his paper with sharp, uncompromising editorials that
attacked slavery as evil and warned against letting it take root in Los
Angeles County.

Those words carried a price. Pro-slavery agitators attacked the
newspaper office more than once. Vineyard and his staff fought back
with fists, clubs, whatever was at hand. He was always a fighter and
never afraid to meet violence head-on, never backing down. His paper
helped hold the line and Los Angeles County stayed free of organized

slaveholding. A real victory in a nation tearing itself apart over the issue.

By 1861, he gained enough respect to win the election to the California
State Senate in Los Angeles County, serving in the 1862 and 1863
sessions. In 1863, the Democrats nominated him for the U.S. Senate—a
seat he seemed certain to claim in the general election. Then, suddenly,

When it comes to buying or selling in Munds Park,
there’s comfort in working with someone
who already calls it home.

Local help is just minutes away. Call today.

-
D

REALTYONEGROUP
MOUNTAIN DESERT

In 1852, 74-year-old Alexander Hamilton Willard and his wife Eleanor took their
family on a wagon train from Platteville, Wisconsin to California — a brutal
2,200-mile trek that took about 5 to 6 months by ox wagon. — Wikipedia Photo

B =

on August 30, 1863, he died in Los
Angeles at age 62. Flags in the Los
Angeles County courthouse and

at the state capitol in Sacramento
flew at half-mast from the day of
his death until burial, a rare public
honor for a man who had fought
fiercely for principle. Masonic
services laid him to rest; his story
even earned mention in Hubert
Howe Bancroft’s monumental
History of California.

Vineyard wasn’t just a politician or
editor; he was a bulldog for justice
during a time when speaking
against slavery could have cost him
everything. Including his life.

What kind of heritage shaped
Frances Willard Munds? The kind
most people only read about. Her
mother, Mary Grace, had already
proven what grit and love could do
to save her daughter. Her father,
Joel, helped carve abundance out
of the California earth. Her paternal grandfather, Alexander Hamilton
Willard, had gone west with Lewis and Clark and had survived the wild,
war, danger, and terrain that would break most men. Her maternal
grandfather, Colonel James Russell Vineyard, fought slavery in print
and in person, standing his ground in a frontier town fighting for the
freedom for all. Frances was born into a bloodline of fighters, builders,
and people of deep strength and conviction.

They called her Fannie when she was little, and for those who loved her
first, the name never let go. It belonged to the child they nearly lost. But
as she grew, she stepped into Frances, a stronger, more dignified name
for the woman she was becoming. With blood like hers, she would not
be content with the narrow boundaries set for women of her day. The
same spirit that had carried her into life, and the example of the family
who raised her, would one day carry her into battles of another kind.

To be continued... in the April 17th issue of the Pinewood News.

Editor’s Note: Badge and Ballot is a narrative retelling based on family recollections
preserved by Sally Munds Williams, Frances Munds’ own writings as referenced

in those recollections, and supporting historical research. While grounded in
documented historical events, some scenes have been lightly shaped with creative
storytelling to bring the people and places to life for modern readers.

Lorraine De La Cruz Realtor®
Munds Park Resident

602-295-5827 or 928-487-0744

lorraine@delacruzsells.com
www.lorrainedelacruz.realtyonegrouparizona.com
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I’'m here to help from start to finish and long after closing.

thepinewoodnews.com | APRIL 17,2026 19A



TRAVEL
I CRAWLED THROUGH A CRACK IN THE EARTH & FOUND
AN ANCIENT WORLD IN MY BACKYARD

BY “UNSTOPPABLE STACEY” WITTIG

Dan Wittig at Crack in Rock
Photo by Stacey Wittig

At Wupatki National Monument, a rare,
lottery-only hike just outside Flagstaff delivers
petroglyphs, sacred ruins and a perspective-
shifting step into the past.

Wupatki National Monument, only 38 miles
northeast of Flagstaff, offers an adventurous
travel experience available only two months
of the year. The memory-making interpretive
program is so limited that oftentimes names
remain on lengthy waiting lists for months.
And once your name’s been drawn, and you
make the journey, the program is so popular
that you're asked not to repeat it for

three years.

If you are a hiker or an archaeology enthusiast,
you should throw your hat into the ring now.
This October, Wupatki National Monument
offers the ranger-guided trekking experience

known as “The Crack-in-Rock
Hike.” This all-day excursion
explores fantastic petroglyph
panels and ruins in a remote
area normally closed to

the public.

People come from all over

the country to experience the
ancient Puebloan architecture
and rock art right here in our
backyard. On the almost-
sacred pilgrimage to Crack In
Rock, I've met people from
Massachusetts, Minnesota
and Maine.

In 2010, hubby Dan and I crammed our packs
with food and water for the archaeological
adventure. On Saturday morning at Wupatki’s
Visitor Center, we introduced ourselves to eight
lucky others who were drawn by lottery and to
our three guides from the National Park. The
strenuous 4-mile cross-country trip is limited
to 12 people.

Our destination, Crack-In-Rock Mesa, is

one of three mesas that stick out like red rock
fingers from the higher Antelope Mesa on
Babbitt Ranch land. The sandstone fingers
point east towards the Little Colorado River
and the Painted Desert that rises on the
eastern horizon.

Crack-In-Rock Mesa gets its name from the
unusual entryway to the ancient ruins on top.
Visitors must slither through a large crack in
the mesa’s side and crawl up through the red

sandstone to reach the top. The climbing isn’t
technical, but you must angulate your body to
get through the serpentine fracture. I felt like
a centipede squirming through the sandstone
crack, and interestingly enough, a petroglyph
of a centipede-like creature adorns the lower
“doorway” of the crack.

In the Hopi tradition, centipedes are known

to go back and forth between worlds. We are
currently in the Fourth World, according to
the Hopis, who claim the ancient Puebloans

at Crack In Rock as their ancestors. We
emerged from the Third World below. Many of
today’s Hopi ceremonies begin with a dramatic
entry of colorfully attired participants. Was
Crack In Rock used for similarly dramatic
emergence ceremonies?

Once through the crack, adventurers emerge
from a small masonry room that is part of the
ruins on top. A plaza contains a mysterious,
free-standing wall with oddly-placed niches.
Some archaeologists suggest that this nearly
north-south-aligned feature is a calendar wall,
and ancient sun watchers used it to predict
agricultural seasons. Over time, this theory
has come and gone.

I've been on top of Crack-In-Rock Mesa
pondering the wall three times now. In

1996 and 2003, my Wupatki National Park
Service guides seemed to support or at

least acknowledge the calendar theory of
archaeoastronomers. Archaeoastronomy is
the interdisciplinary study of how ancient or
traditional cultures understood, interpreted,
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and utilized celestial phenomena, such as the sun, moon, stars, and planets.
It combines archaeological evidence with astronomical methods to explore
the role the sky played in ancient societies. My friend and former Coconino
Community College instructor Bryan Bates wrote a paper describing the
wall at Crack in Rock as an ancestral Hopi Wall Calendar.

In 2010, my guides scoffed at the suggestion. “The wall becomes a divider
of sacred space,” Holly Richards, Wupatki National Park Ranger, relayed
the recent theory of the day for the unusual wall. “It divides people

who ‘know’ from those who do not.” Unlike in our culture of fast food
and immediate information, in Puebloan cultures, “Information is not
disseminated widely. No one is intended to know everything,” she added.
The wall could have been used to protect information by separating those
with it from those without. One of the things I find fascinating about
archaeology is the relatively fast pace of new theory development and the
expulsion of old theories.

During the strenuous excursion, you’ll learn about prehistoric dwellings as
well as the recent history of the Wupatki area. We learned the difference
between a female and a male Navajo hogan. We saw remnants of the cowboy
era. We walked across fields where the ancient ones grew corn. If you've
been following my recent Chaco Canyon adventures, you’ll be intrigued to
find that WupatKki is considered a Chacoan-influenced community.

If you miss the Wupatki lottery, don’t worry. Rangers and volunteers at

the Wupatki National Monument Visitor Center will help you discover
archeological sites, rock art, geology, flora and fauna that make Wupatki a
unique place. Allow one hour and ten minutes to drive from Munds Park to
the Wupatki Visitor Center. Temperatures at Wupatki are usually 10 degrees
higher than in Flagstaff.

For more information on Crack-In-Rock Hikes, call Wupatki National
Monument at 928-679-2365 or visit www.nps.gov/wupa.

Enjoy this article? Then head over to UNSTOPPABLE Stacey Wittig’s travel blog
for more travel inspiration and free tips: unstoppablestaceytravel.com

-

Crack-in-Rock Mesa with archaeological site on top
Photo by Stacey Wittig

Acupunctu re
On Call

Clayton Wn-ullg i_'ﬁmléﬁc, Diplo,AC
-

= Door fo Door Service » Munds Park Resident

= 25 Years Experience
= Chronic Pain = Meck, Back & Hips
= Osteoarthritis = Allergies
= Asthma = Migraines

» Rheumatoid Arthritis  » And More

928-299-6731

- WINDOW

o '\ .
L EANING

-

OREA0
RK B,
o Us%
. S, 3 &

PROUD MEMBER
o

thepinewoodnews.com | APRIL 17, 2026

21A



ciaLs AR
IN STOCK SPECT 2 o+ it o
A X

vinyl plank: $2:75/59 Flagstaff Wholesale Flooring

-

Luxury &
Turf: ?1.99/sq ﬂ‘ ; : o
Carpet 2 isa T ,.:f ~ MADE FOR MOUNTAIN LIFE.
yiN B W SOURCED BY LOCALS.
/ | ; - Ll ' Floors that hold up to boots, pets, guests, weekends,
pine needles, and snow tracks.

Contractor-friendly wholesale flooring,
open to homeowners.

Custom area rug program with bound-edge
runners, ovals, and squares.

Wool carpet selection.
Luxury vinyl plank, 4 popular in-stock colors.

Artificial turf available.

(928) 526-1341 (O

follow us

flagstaffwholesaleflooring.com @fwf_2463

Fido off leash is fun... . Sometimes Fido runs into TN 7 % ‘He's friendly!” NEXT TIME,
until it's not. T . the forest... forever. AN Eh famous last words. LEASH THE MISSILE!
R - NP ) IT'S THE LAW g
-€ ' &THEKIND  §74f
THING TODO. &2

ANl 22N 'D AVIS
el | &
i W& DAVIS

Any, PN com{af\é:nns y o

WHEN CABINS BECOME FAMILY LEGACIES,
TRUST IS EVERYTHING.

We build, remodel, and repair homes across Northern Arizona
with the kind of honesty you can hear in the first handshake.

Clear communication. Clean jobsites. Solid craftsmanship.

New Construction | Remodeling | Repairs

Call (928) 814-2066
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SHAKEN & STIRRED IN PINEWOOD

MOUNTAIN STREAM IN A HIGHBALL
Fjellbekk

Meaning “mountain stream” in Norwegian, pronounced roughly “fyell-bekk.”

You get back from the trail dusty, hungry, and just tired enough to feel good
about it. The boots come off by the door. The cooler opens. Someone asks,
“What are we drinking?”

You want a cold cocktail to celebrate, but nothing complicated.
Fjellbekk is that drink.

The name means “mountain stream,” which tells you most of what you need
to know. It’s clean, quick, and bracing. You build it in the glass: aquavit, vodka,
fresh lime juice, ice, and a splash of lemon-lime soda. Stir. Enjoy.

Aquavit is the only ingredient that might raise an eyebrow. It’s
a Scandinavian spirit, usually flavored with caraway and other
herbs. Think of it as gin’s quieter, more outdoorsy cousin. It
adds a faint savory note, making the drink feel grounded rather
than sweet.

After miles on the trail, that balance matters. You don’t want
syrup. You want something that tastes cold and finishes clean.
Fjellbekk is refreshing and perfect after a day on the trail or out l
in your garden.

Two rules. Use fresh lime. And don’t skimp on the ice. This
drink lives and dies by temperature. The colder it is, the better
it tastes.

Fjellbekk isn’t flashy. It’s the kind of drink that fits naturally
into the space between taking off your boots and lighting

Ingredients the grill.

- 3/4 ounce (2.25 cl) aquavit As always, pour something worth your time.

RN L

- 34 ounce (2.25 cl) vodka g
JJI — ORIGINAL
- 3/4 ounce (2.25 cl lime juice HHQUAVIT

- Lemon-lime carbonated soda e

Aquavit
The MethOd Long Road’s Original Aquavit is a grain-to-glass
Fill a tall glass (highball) with ice cubes. Add spirit rooted in Scandinavian tradition, distilled with
the aquavit, vodka and lime juice. Top with caraway, dill, fennel, and other botanicals for an
soda and stir. herb-rich profile that’s savory, and aromatic. - -

[

Time For a New Roof?

Delaying the investment is going to cost you.
Roofing materials and labor costs are steadily
rising and that's unlikely to change soon.

Curious as to what [e]
a ReRoof Costs?

(928) 882-0882 S¢an the QR Code to =57

LegacyRoofingNow.com g€t an Instant Quote! E "

AZ ROC License #253824

ROOFING

V—
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SUMMER FUN IS
MADE HERE!

MEMBERSHIPS FOR
EVERY LIFESTYLE

Enjoy the pleasures of Pinewood Country Club
through a membership full of activities for each
member of the family.

BOOK A TOUR TODAY!

& dzamora@pinewoodcountryclubaz.com

® (928)233-8271

AMENITIES

18 Hole Premier

Golf Course

Racquet Sports
Heated Pool
Restaurant & Bar
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Youth Activity Center
Full Event Calendar
and Morel!



MOUNTAIN LIVING
THE ARIZONA ROC PROTECTION MIRAGE
A Summer Series on Protecting Your Home Before, During, & After the Job

BY SANDEE CAVINESS

carefully inspected. Both articles can be
found online at ThePinewoodNews.com.

Instead of using this page as another
cheerful reminder to clean your gutters or
check your roof, we're using it for something
more useful.

Now we come to the Arizona Registrar of
Contractors, better known as the ROC.
Seasonal maintenance matters, of course,
and most homeowners, especially in
mountain towns, already know the drill.

On its website, the agency states that its
mission is to “Protect the health, safety and
welfare of the public through a regulatory
system designed to promote quality
construction by Arizona contractors.”

This new summer series is for homeowners
who want to choose contractors and home
services more carefully. It was not dreamed
up over coffee and good intentions. It was
earned the hard way, through more than

a year of expensive, stressful, firsthand
experience.

That sounds lovely.

It also bears little resemblance to what we
experienced.

By the time we contacted the ROC, we were
worn down by ongoing problems with the
HVAC company we hired to install a new
central air system. Then condensation
started dripping from the vents, and a third-
party environmental inspector found black
mold in the ductwork. At that point, it was
time to call the ROC.

We thought the ROC would conduct a serious
inspection, weigh the evidence, and make a
fair determination. We thought “state agency’

Genna and I bought a fixer-upper in Rimrock.
Like many homeowners, we believed that by
asking the right questions, staying involved,
and doing our homework, we could protect
ourselves. We vetted contractors, paid
attention, and tried to do it right.

It still went wrong.

That experience shaped this series. In
the first installment, we looked at online

o

reviews and why glovylng ratings can create “How do | know you didn't just pour meant someone with the authority, basic
a false; sense of secu.rlt.y. In the second, we that water in the bow! yourself?” know-how, and curiosity to follow the facts
examined the permitting process and the where thev lead
; l te from our ROC inspector. Y ’
uncomfortable truth that a permit and final Actual quo D
sign-off do not always mean the work was ... Continued on page 2B
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A FALSE SENSE OF SECURITY

... Continued from page 1B

What we got, in our case, was an inspector who did not meaningfully
investigate the evidence we provided or examine the areas where the
failure appeared to live. Not by any definition of “inspection” that most
homeowners would expect.

The ROC may present itself as a guardian of the public, but its
complaint process is far narrower and weaker than most
homeowners realize.

The ROC is not your advocate. It is not there to make you whole. It is
there to determine whether a contractor violated rules the agency can
enforce, and whether the law allows a limited remedy.

And if a problem cannot be easily accessed, inspected, or made visible,
the burden quickly shifts back to the homeowner.

We were told that the inspector would not get on the roof unless we
provided the ladder. The agency does not arrive prepared to perform
a full investigation. Much of that burden falls on the homeowner, the
layperson, who is expected to gather the facts, preserve the evidence,
and present the problem in a way the inspector can quickly confirm.

That is where many complaints begin to break down.

It is not always enough to show visible symptoms: water dripping from
vents, damp wood around registers, the smell of mold when the system
runs, photos, records, timelines, and outside reports. Homeowners
often assume these will speak for themselves.

Why wouldn’t they?

In our case, despite everything we provided, we were still asked to
prove the HVAC system was causing the condensation and explain why.

Well, let me pull out my HVAC certification and get right on that.
Isn’t that the inspector’s job? Apparently not.

JOIN US FOR

u‘-i Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner
,q_ Come for Taco Tuesday or Mexican Food Thursday
i Plus, enjoy our bottle service—

carry out your favorite liquor to go!

i }i OPEN
{ 7 Days A Week 8a.m.to 8 p.m.

i

! | ORDER TO GO! (928) 286-0332

65 Pinewood Boulevard * Munds Park, AZ

It is not always enough to show that something is wrong. You may also
need to show that the problem was caused by the contractor’s work.
That is especially true when the problem lies behind walls, inside
ductwork, above ceilings, under roofing, or in the hidden interactions
between moisture, airflow, insulation, and drainage.

The ROC sends an inspector, but that inspector is generally not there
to perform a full forensic investigation. They are not opening walls,
pulling back insulation, ordering testing, or spending hours tracing a
complicated failure through every system in the home. In many cases,
they are looking at what is visible in a limited window of time and
deciding whether it violates a standard the ROC can enforce.

That word, visible, is where many homeowner complaints start to die.

If the defect is intermittent, seasonal, or tied to specific weather or
operating conditions, it may not even show itself during the inspection.
A moisture problem can disappear on a dry day and return the next
morning. An airflow issue can seem minor until outside temperatures
shift. A drainage failure may only reveal itself under the right conditions.

And if it is not obvious in that moment, the homeowner carries the
burden of proof.

People show up with their story, their photographs, their frustration,
and their hope that the truth will be obvious. Then the process narrows.
And narrows again. The original problem is reduced to whatever can be
quickly confirmed in that moment.

That is not necessarily negligence on the agency’s part. It is how the
system is structured. But for homeowners living with damage, cost,
and uncertainty, the difference can be devastating.

There are several things we wish someone had told us before we filed.

1. The ROC is Not a Court

It is not there to award damages for stress, lost time, loss of use of your
home, extra living costs, or long-term loss in property value. It may
order corrective work. It may impose discipline. But if you are expecting
the ROC to restore everything you lost, you are in the wrong room.

2. Inspection vs. Reality

If the issue is intermittent or condition-specific, you may have to
work hard to document when and how it appears. That is not an
exaggeration. That is the reality of how many building failures behave.

The inspector may not look where the problem actually lives.

This is one of the most frustrating parts of the process. You can point
to a vent, a crawlspace, a roofline, or a section of insulation and explain
why it matters. You can bring photographs and reports. But if the defect
depends on what is happening inside a system or behind a surface,
there is no guarantee that area will be meaningfully examined.

In practice, the inspector will not examine the problem unless access
is provided. But in our case, the system was still under warranty, and
touching it ourselves could have voided that warranty. We were stuck.

4. Documentation is Not Optional

If you file with the ROC, you need to present your case clearly to
someone with limited time and no prior knowledge of your home. That
means dates, photos, contracts, receipts, permit numbers, names,
short notes, and a clear timeline showing what happened, what was
attempted, what changed, and what got worse.

None of our documentation ultimately changed the outcome with
the ROC, but that does not mean it was unimportant. If the situation
escalates, that record may become critical.

2B The Pinewood News | APRIL 17, 2026



5. Know When to Call in Reinforcements

I wish we had understood that from the start. After already paying a
contractor, it is deeply frustrating to then pay someone else to explain
what the contractor may have done wrong. But when the problem is
hidden, disputed, or highly technical, an independent expert may be
the only way to move beyond “we cannot confirm it” and toward a
clearer understanding of what is actually happening.

In our case, we did try to bring in a local HVAC company. But they
could not touch the system without risking the warranty. And they told
us upfront that if the dispute ended up in court, they wanted no part of
it. They could see where this was headed.

We began to understand that we were on our own.

Even then, experts come with no guarantees. We paid for a third-
party water damage and environmental report, and in our case, the
ROC gave it little weight. That did not make the report meaningless. It
reinforced a larger truth: the ROC may create a record, but it may not
give you the resolution you need.

The Hard Truth & How to Handle it

For many homeowners, the ROC process can feel as though it favors
the contractor, and honestly, it often does.

Contractors know the language, standards, process, and its limits.
Homeowners show up stressed and worried, facing an inspection they

The ROC can create a record. In some cases, it can force corrective work
or discipline a licensee. But it is not the safety net many people assume it
is. And if you enter that process believing the state is about to take over
and sort everything out for you, the reality can be a painful surprise.

Genna and I believed that licensing, permits, inspections, and a state
agency would add up to real protection. We were wrong.

Unfortunately, our story can only be handled in court.

Companies That Sale Out

Along this miserable path, we learned something else homeowners
should understand. The company we hired was no longer operating like
the truly local business we believed we were dealing with. What looked
like a local business relationship had become something else: a larger
corporate operation with different priorities and less reason to care
about local reputation than a genuinely owner-operated company would.

That is where this series goes next.

Across the country, investors have been buying established small
businesses and folding them into larger, more profit-driven operations.
HVAC is one example, but it is not the only one. The same pattern

is showing up in veterinary practices, dental groups, plumbing
companies, roofing companies, and more.

In our next issue, we will name names. We will show which companies
sold and were absorbed into larger conglomerates, and which ones

do not fully understand. That imbalance matters.

remain locally owned and operated.

The ROC website explains how to file a complaint. What it does not fully

convey is how narrow and incomplete the process can be.

Once you understand that, one thing becomes clear: do
not assume the inspector will connect every dot for you.
You have to do that work yourself.

And that is fine, as long as you know what the process
actually demands.

When you file a complaint with the Arizona ROC, the goal
is not to tell your whole story. The goal is to make the key
failure so obvious that the inspector cannot ignore it.

Many homeowners make the mistake of listing every
problem they have with the contractor. We did. That
usually backfires, and in our case, it did.

Instead, lead with the clearest, strongest issue, the one
the inspector can see and understand fastest. If it is a
leaking roof vent, stay on that vent. If it is a bad roof
penetration, stay on that penetration. Use the other
problems only to support your main point.

Before the inspector comes, handle the practical details.
Make sure the problem area is accessible. If the attic
matters, clear a path and have a ladder ready. If the
issue is hidden behind something sealed, first find out
whether opening it would void the warranty. In some
cases, it can.

When the inspector arrives, walk them straight to the
exact spot. Point it out. Briefly explain what is wrong,
when it happens, and what the contractor did or failed to
do after you raised the issue. Keep it short, then let the
inspector work.

After the inspection, write down what was examined
and what was not.

That is the ROC process in practice. Being right is
not enough. You have to make the problem visible,
accessible, and hard to sidestep. A focused, well-
prepared presentation gives your complaint the best
chance of getting traction.

PULL THE RECORDS,
NOT JUST THE LICENSE

If a contractor’s work could affect your home’s
safety, structure, or value, do not rely solely on
the public ROC license lookup. That is the first
step, and you can do that here: www.azroc.
my.site.com/AZRoc/s/contractor-search.

In addition to a basic license lookup, we
strongly recommend submitting a Public
Records Request to the Arizona ROC
before hiring for major work such as
roofing, HVAC, plumbing, electrical,
structural repairs, or any project that
could impact your home’s safety or

value of your home.

Why? Because the public profile may not
give you the full picture. The ROC does make
complaint files available through a Public
Records Request, though the process can take
roughly 7 to 30 days.

A good rule for homeowners is simple: if the
job could hurt your home’s safety or equity,
pull the records.

Ask for the contractor’s complaint history.
Include the contractor’s name and license
number. The ROC’s records office can be
reached through its public records process,
including at publicrecords@roc.az.gov.

The process will take extra time, but it is

much easier than discovering the hard way that
a public profile didn’t tell you everything

you may need to know.
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WORD OF THE DAY

FROM DADDY-O TO DELULU

Slang shows up in every generation because plain old language can start to
feel a little square. People like words with swagger. Once upon a time,

a sharp cat might ask if you dig his style, borrow some bread, and

call you Daddy-o like it was the most natural thing in the world. Now
somebody with real rizz can slay at dinner, a friend answers bet instead ¢
of “sure,” and no cap, everybody still knows exactly what they mean. A shy
kid can glow up, a student can get locked in, and an overly hopeful dreamer
can stay just delulu enough to make life interesting. When somebody says a
singer ate, or admits lowkey that they loved the show, or laughs and says it’s
giving drama, charm, or chaos, they’re doing what people have always done.
They’re making language feel current, personal, and alive.

Match each word on the left with the correct definition on the right.
Answers on page 18B.

___Rizz A. A casual way of saying yes, certainly, or sounds good

__ Slay B. Natural charm or charisma

___ Bet C. Cheerfully unrealistic, but in an entertaining way

___NoCap D. A cool or stylish person

__ GlowUp E. So focused they forgot the rest of the world exists

_ Lowkey F. A clear and positive change in appearance, confidence, or
circumstance

- LOCk(?d' In G. The honest truth, no fooling

— Its Giving H. Exceptionally good, stylish, or impressively done

—Ate I. A person who is old-fashioned and not very cool

— Delulu J. Carries a certain mood, feeling, or style

__Dig K. To understand, enjoy, or appreciate

—Square L. Performed so well it earned high praise

__ Cat M. Quietly, privately, or without much fuss

___ Bread N. A breezy, old-school way to address someone

___Daddy-o O. Money, cash, the stuff that disappears too fast
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THE CABIN MANLLC

Husband Can’t Do it? The Cabin Man Can!

Deck Painting & Staining » Snow Removal
Pine Needle Removal « Weed Abatement
Small Repairs

Call Wes
Munds Park Resident

928-666-0882

deamwes84@gmail.com

POURING HEART, FLAYOR & HOMETOWN CHARM

A cozy spot for great wine, food
& even better company.

WINE TASTING - CHARCUTERIE PAIRINGS -
SPECIALTY DRINKS
The best secret in Munds Park.

SERVING HOURS
Wed—Fri 4-8 | Sat 12-8
Sun 12— Hours Vary | Closed Mon—Tue

623-363-8980
17730 S Munds Ranch Rd
Munds Park, AZ

v (At the back door of the old BBQ)
- ’i:"
: FOLLOW US ON
= Facebook & Instagram
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FROM THE PORCH

#«  HOWTO WASTE AN EVENING PROPERLY %

4=

These days, people have a habit of ending the
evening badly. The television chatters on, the phone
keeps calling for attention, and the mind gets

pulled into one more headline, one more message,
one more scroll before bed. By the time the house
grows quiet and the screens are put down, peace has
already been chased off.

But there is another way to greet the closing
of the day.

In Munds Park, evening has a way of arriving with
good manners. The air cools. The pines begin their
soft conversation with the wind. The last of the
daylight slips away, and what follows is not emptiness,
but a kind of peace the daytime rarely provides. It is the sort of hour
that asks very little of a person, only that they step outside, settle
down, and stay still long enough to notice what has been waiting for
them all along.

A porch is enough. A deck is enough. A blanket pulled over the knees,
a drink warming the hands, a chair that knows how to hold a body at
rest. None of it has to be grand. In fact, it is better when it is not. The
evening does not care about polished plans or perfect arrangements.

It only asks for a little room to unfold.

And unfold it does.

If the lights are kept low and the phone is left inside, the night begins
to reveal its better nature. The pines sway. The sky deepens. The

first stars appear, and then more follow, quietly and faithfully, until
the heavens seem to gather themselves overhead. What looked

like darkness a moment ago becomes something rich and alive,
something ancient and familiar.

ROC# 218458 / 312240 v'VERIFIED

SteveCraig

IS TR RIN TGOS TRUG TION 1L

™ 928-646-0313

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

Interior & Exterior Painting
Deck Construction, Repair & Refinish
Cabin Staining & Maintenance
Custom Remodels & General Construction

SERVING MUNDS PARK FOR OVER 40 YEARS!

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

i

That is one of the blessings of a place like Munds Park.
Here, the night has not been swallowed whole by glare,
noise, and hurry. It still carries a softness that allows a
person to breathe a little deeper and think a little less. Out
on a porch after dark, there is no prize for being busy and
no need to keep up. There is only the small and holy relief
of being allowed to rest.

That may be why porch sitting after dark feels

less like doing nothing and more like returning to
something worth knowing. The night has its own quiet
companionship. It reminds us that some hours are meant
for being still, letting the mind loosen, and allowing the
day to fall away.

There is wisdom in that kind of stillness. It simply waits, patient as
the stars, for a person to set aside the day’s noise and receive what
the evening has to offer. A great many things in this world ask us to
rush. Very few ask us to sit down and be restored. A dark porch in
Munds Park, under a sky full of stars, is one of those rare places.

So let the phone stay inside. Let the television have the room to itself.
Step out where the air is cool and the sky is wide, and take your place
in the quiet. Bring a friend, or not. Silence can be companion enough.

Then sit long enough to relax and enjoy the night sky, and before long,
a person may find that the evening has given them something finer
than entertainment.

It has given them peace.

That is the fine art of porch sitting after dark, and in a place like
Munds Park, it remains one of the best ways to spend an evening.

We are blessed.

ook |l
SAFE L I
SHOWER e

ONLY $5,000 BATH TO SHOWER SPECIAL

ELEVATE YOUR BATHROOM WITH
SAFE SHOWER & BATH

Safe Shower & Bath specializes in quality bath remodeling
designed for comfort, safety, and lasting value. Quotes are valid
for 60 days, and we encourage you to compare.

Package includes a Moen rough-in valve trim kit, curtain rod, three
cultured marble panels to approximately 78 inches above the
subfloor, a 30” x 60" low-profile pan, and a 24" grab bar.

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR QUOTE

(928) 499-1843

azsafeshower@gmail.com
LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED « ROC#336088 v VERIFIED
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MOUNTAIN LIVING

“  STARRY-EYED LOCALS LOVE OUR NIGHT SKY  °©

International Dark Sky Week returns April 13 through 20, 2026.

For places like Munds Park, it’s more than just a nice note on the
calendar. It’s a reminder that one of the best things about living here
shows up after the sun has properly tucked itself away.

On a clear night, when the porch lights are dim and a cool breeze
sways the pines, the sky opens up. It fills us with wonder and
offers this community a gift that many people in cities have almost
forgotten exists. The heavens fill with stars, and the constellations
begin to reveal themselves.

Those who call Munds Park home have a front-row seat to one

of nature’s finest displays. Northern Arizona has a long history

of protecting dark skies, with Flagstaff helping lead the way and
Coconino County continuing that work through sensible lighting
standards. Munds Park is part of that tradition, and it shows every
time the stars come out.

Dark skies are about more than the beauty of a star-filled sky. Darker
nights do more than preserve a beautiful view. Darkness helps the
natural world function as it should, providing wildlife with the
conditions many species need to hunt, migrate, rest, and survive. It
matters for people, too, because too much artificial light at night can
interfere with sleep, create glare, waste energy, and chip away at the
quiet connection we still have to the stars above us. In a place like
Munds Park, protecting the night is one small way to safeguard both
the character of the community and the natural world around it.

In short, good lighting choices don’t just protect the view of the Milky
Way. They protect the lives unfolding beneath it, too.

One of the quiet gifts of life in Munds Park begins after dark, when
the sky fills with stars and the constellations come into view. It is one

B
=
“I trusted Elen Gutters with my own home—

and I'd hire them again in a heartbeat.”
—Sandee, Editor, The Pinewood News

PROTECT YOUR HOME
WITH ELDEN GUTTERS

Professional seamless gutter and leaf filter installation,
along with gutter clean-out services, are offered
across Northern Arizona.

Experience high quality, hometown care.

For a FREE estimate, contact Dan

928-699-9277

or eldengutters@outlook.com

eldengutters.com Licensed, Insured & Bonded

of the simple reasons so many people love calling this place home,
and one more reason it is worth protecting.

The good news is that protecting that darkness is surprisingly
simple. A few thoughtful choices around your cabin can make a real
difference while keeping things convenient and comfortable:

Use light only when you truly need it, such as to spot raccoons trying
to raid your bird feeder.

Aim the light downward and only where it’s needed, so it doesn’t spill
into your neighbor’s yard or up toward the stars.

Make life easier with timers or motion sensors that turn lights on
only when theyre needed.

Choose warmer-colored bulbs; they feel cozier and are gentler
on the night sky.

Don't forget to add simple light covers or shields,
often called “full cutoff” fixtures. These keep
the light from shining sideways or upward, so
you get the illumination you want without the
glare or wasted glow.

All it takes is one look at the night sky in Munds
Park to understand why this matters, and how
easy it is to protect the sky we all love.

To learn more, visit: darksky.org, and
idsw.darksky.org /"' ‘
Al

!
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Junk Removal

TRASH PROBLEM?
Forget about it!

LOCAL. AFFORDABLE. FREE QUOTES.

Junk Removal * Dumpster Rental
Excavation ¢ Demolition

Contact us with your unique project today!

o

(480) 532-3084

Lk BUSIS
V> ) N

%3 MBER
( o

w' e
= www.azgoodfellas.com

Orders@azgoodfellas.com

0@

Licensed and Insured: ROC 355111 » 348718
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WOODLAND RENOVATIONS

Remodel and Repair Contractor

Decks { " i N oo Interior & Exterior
Minor Plumbing —aill " Remodels

Electrical Drywall & Drywall
Sliding Windows Repair
Doors

ACCRECHTED
DUSINESS

v'VERIFIED ROC# 210759 e Licensed e Bonded e Insured

Call Larry McCoy (928) 814-9522

Munds Park Resident for Over 32 Years!
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‘- Ra_pid All Work Performed By A Munds Park Resident!

‘ - s “We were excited that our shades came in early. ~ “Every single person at Rapid Blinds is amazing. We
I n s They turned out beautiful and Dan did a great ~ have used them multiple times and they nail it 100%! I'd
‘ - & Shutters job installing them! | would highly recommend  recommend them to anyone who will listen. First class

- - this company!” professionalism and second to none product quality. Their
' ' "mpldbllnd&tﬂm — Dee P, Munds Park Resident ~ owner Dan is hands on and has awesome communication. If

6 o 2 - 8 43 - 5 572 you need window coverings look no further. Love them!”

— Drew & Casee C, Munds Park Residents

Financing subject to approved credit. Prices subject to change without notice. Must present ad at time of sale. Offers may not be combined. Offers are redeemable at time of estimate only. Offers apply to new orders only. Restrictions apply. Offers expires 04/06/26.

- = ¥ [r— Benething

i Lo .':". o E St Marv's
u ._.“_Lq\ [ox um:f\ﬁ E\'ID*-\.:- it GO " gle ”5":: HALG g-" ET\TIE:KH': =l R‘Jﬂd Eﬂll'l-k
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We have a bluebird nest box trail in Munds
Park on Pinewood Country Club’s golf
course, and there already is robust nesting
activity. Thanks to full-time resident

Sabra Tonn, who is monitoring the boxes
this spring, we know that five boxes have
Western Bluebird nests, with some eggs laid
already. By the time you read this article,
some boxes most likely will have hatchlings.
There is also a one box with a Mountain
Chickadee nest.

We expect that throughout the summer
we’ll find other species, such as Pygmy
Nuthatches and House Wrens, also using
the boxes. Once we determine that the baby
birds have fledged, we will clean the inside
of the boxes in the hope that some species
will use the box again this season.

Golf courses can be good spots to place
nest boxes, but in the Valley of the Sun

the opportunities are limited because
non-native House Sparrows and European
Starlings compete for cavities and often
drive out woodpeckers and flickers.
However, Desert Rivers Audubon Society,
a nonprofit whose mission includes
protecting birds and their habitats,
collaborated with Marriott Corporation’s
Camelback Golf Club and placed Lucy’s
Warbler nest boxes on one of their courses.
Lucy’s Warblers are one of two warbler
species in North America that nest in
cavities. They prefer mesquite trees with
peeling bark or old woodpecker holes.
Tucson Bird Alliance experimented over a

WINGS OVER ARIZONA
NEST BOXES & BIRDING TRAILS

BY MARGARET DYEKMAN

Western Bluebird Eggs, courtesy of Sabra Tonn

SERVICE & REPAIR

928-326-3195

CALL NOW!

At Big’'s RV Service, we prioritize providing excellent
RV service and maintenance to guarantee worry-free

journeys in your home on wheels.

Our services:

Safety inspections

Routine maintenance

Repairs & upgrades

Appliance checks
Winterization/De-winterization
And more

Our gualifications:

Experienced RV Technician
Fast, Reliable, Mobile Service
Competitive Prices

Dedicated to Your Satisfaction
Certified RVTAA, Mobile, &
Insured

four-year period with nest box designs for
Lucy’s Warblers and determined there was
one prototype that was preferred by the
species, a triangular box with openings on
both sides. When overseeding takes place
this fall, golf course staff will check the
boxes — they are numbered and geo-mapped

— and see if they’ve been used. Sometimes

it takes more than a year for birds to use a
nest box, just as it might be for a nest box
you've placed on your property.

The other trail I would like readers to be
aware of is the Arizona Birding Trail, the
result of a collaborative effort between
conservation groups throughout the state.
This online resource shows a network of
more than 300 birding and watchable
wildlife sites across the state. You can find
it at https://arizonabirdingtrail.com. If
you are a birder or want to become one,
you can find all types of locations with
tips on where and when to visit and what
species you may see. It’s a great resource
for residents and visitors alike in our great
state of Arizona.

You can reach me at margaretdyekman@
cox.net or by text at 602-620-3210. You can
read all about Backyard Birding in Northern
Arizona at www.backyardbirdingaz.com

and order the book online or get one directly
from me. I welcome your questions, reports of
sightings, and your suggestions for

future articles.

BIGZS

RV SERVICE
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STELLAR
DECKS”

Your deck should be the best

room in the house.

If it’s just a platform, you hired the wrong builder.

Stellar Decks designs outdoor spaces
meant to be lived in.

Built right. Built once. Built to last.

602-545-1170

StellarDecks.com

Licensed « Boned « Insured « ROC#349086 v'VERIFIED

CROSSWORD

CREATED BY PAUL MASON - SOLUTION PAGCE 18B

ACROSS

1. Thin nail

5. Take a cleaver to

9. Plum’s center

12. Handed-down history
13. Fleece

14. Car until 1957

15. Actor Baldwin

16. Bay of Naples isle
17. Vogue competitor
18. Mediator, at times
20. Southern legume
22."Holy Moses!”

24. Copper collectible
25. Scottish “wind”
instrument

28. Stunning
32.___Island National
Monument

33. Greek salad
ingredient

35. USMC rank

36. Thin strip

37. Writing assignment
38. Pantyhose color
39. Serving of corn
40. Identifying mark
41. Sound of exertion
42. What conductors
keep

45. Declare one’s
support of

47. Norway'’s capital

48. Highway

49. Insignia

52. Afterlife

56. Whopper

57. Way too weighty
61. Recipe direction
62. Some are pale
63. Broad valleys
64. Danish toy company
65. Just out

66. Harvard rival

67. Otherwise

DOWN

1. Uninspired

2. Play part

3. Vicinity

4. Falling apart
5. Half a dance
6. With it
7.Sculler’s need

8. Bargain hunter’s
Dream

9. Bug’s sensory
appendage
10.Emerald ___
n."___-Team”
13. Get rid of

14. Salamanders

19. Shield of ancient
Greece

21. Small bill

23. Actual

24. Reception hire

25. Under siege
26.God prayedtoon a
prayer rug

27. Driving hazard

29. Happen

30. Times to crow

31. Wash out with a
solvent

34. Superfund
administrator: Abbr.

37.Some church music

38. Susceptible to losing
ground

41. Oz greeting

43. Large pill used by
veterinarians

44, WNW's opposite
46.Bumps

49, Zest

50. Stubborn beast

51. Moved like the wind
53. Wassailer's song
54.Band’s schedule TOUR
55.___ginfizz
58.Sheep’s cry

59. Wing

60. Observe
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS

EARTH DAY HAS BEEN THROUGH A LOT

Earth Day has been through a lot.

So have we.

Don't litter. Care for the land. If God made it,
maybe don’t stomp all over it.

There is something good and honest in that.

For decades now, every generation has had ; _
It simply asks for responsibility.

its own special disaster propaganda dropped
right on its head. One generation was

told acid rain was coming to eat the lakes.
Another was told the world was cooling

and everybody better get ready to shiver.
Then along came the ozone layer burning
off, which sounded very bad and very hot.
After that came global warming, melting ice,
rising seas, boiling summers, dying forests,
and enough warnings to make a child afraid
of both weather and plastic sandwich bags.

To be fair, the movement did some real good
too, besides scaring the hell out of people. It
helped clean up air and water, pushed litter
and pollution into the public conscience, and
reminded people that the land is not just
scenery. It is something we are meant to
care for. That part mattered then, and it still
matters now.

Earth Day is a gentle reminder that the land,
the water, and the trees all matter. Your
town matters too. And no, you do not have
the impossible task of saving the whole
planet. But you can do a few decent things

At some point, a person begins to feel less
inspired and more tired.

That is not because people do not care. It

is because being threatened with the end Good manners work outdoors today.

of days all the time is exhausting. A green too. Pick up the trash. You can pick up some litter. You can leave
sermon can wear out its welcome. A threat a place cleaner than you found it. You can
repeated too often begins to sound like the boy who cried wolf, teach your kids to love the outdoors without filling their heads
except now the wolf has a government grant. with dread. More than that, you can teach your kids not to litter
The funny thing is, some of the best messages were the simplest. In and even, dare I say it, pick up litter left behind from others.

the 1970s, the crying Indian ad did not need scare tactics. It just Earth Day ought to be less about fear and more about manners.
showed a man looking heartbroken because people had made a Good old-fashioned manners, only outdoors. Leave things better
mess of a beautiful land. Then it asked something very reasonable: than you found them.

stop doing that.

So simple. Have a beautiful Earth Day, every day!

That was a message a person could actually do something about.

DON’T LET A MILD WINTER FOOL YOU.

Beat the spring rush and book your FREE INSPECTION today.

=
>
=
ELEVATED
R O O F | N G

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING SERVICES

Specializing in all Types of Roofing Installation & Repairs

Metal ¢ Shingle ¢ Tile ® Metal Siding ® TPO
Metal Fascia Wrap ¢ Metal Soffits ¢ Metal Patio Lids

Integrity & Experience Ensure Excellence

Our expert team is available 7-days a week,
365-days a year to attend to your roofing needs.

SERVING ALL OF NORTHERN ARIZONA

(928) 301-6301

www.elevatedroof.com
ROC311899 ¢ Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured

P o SN
& Certificd
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WORD SEARCH

CREATED BY PAUL MASON - SOLUTION PAGE 18B

CPAWOBNI ARTTREE HIGH CALIBER
RRSSNROLIFEHMOV CONSTRUCTION
AOYDEUMUATLBGUYV
MUVSREFGEPSAUID
L TEBOADEAEFEOLL .
AOZGUIYGSDF INFB UNLOCK YOUR HOME’S
MKEBQDLGTAUREPM
BSEI KSSSELDUOLTZC TRUEPUTENTIAL
At High Caliber Construction, beli h hold
CGRRVCEHRGBXVGD untapped potential. Our home remodeling services arent just
RABDMQUULEAPRI LM aboutupdatinganoldIook—it’saboutdiscoveringandreyealing
VELSAMZDAAKEHAY | o ndestning howym e, ansoring the ree
A HEFOETI KDTSYWDO is a harmonious blend of form and function.
What set ti waveri it tt Vi
LONHLPICNICUFH.J echII:rch:ridagsglit;.%uurr;rc])alais?c:)Tega;c;/r;]lT}an:\:ga;nsgeg/oE?
home’s constraints and maximizing your home’s potential.
April Easter Joy Picnic
8ba =99 June Rainbow ) KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS
Birds Fawn Kite Sap

Breeze Field Lamb Seed & NEW & REFURBISHED DECKS
Buds Foal Life Sail @ ADDITIUNS

Bulb Frog Light Sprout

Calf Fun Loam sun  OUTBUILDINGS & ADUS

Cheer Glade March Tree

Cloudless Skies  Heat May Vale @ CUSTUM HUMES
pale roe Mud worm © FULL SERVICE ELECTRICAL

Duck Ice Melt Nest Yard

ROC# 275972/ 252743

Many are drawn to nature because they
no longer live close to its daily presence.
Still, distance does not make us strangers. It only

makes us hungry for what our souls already know :
is home. For those who live in mountain country, LET'S BUILD TOGETHER

that nearness is a daily blessing. 928-526-2156 « SALES@HCNAZ.COM - HCNAZ.COM
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INDUSTRIES, IHC.

CAVCO HOMES

OVER 100 HAPPY CUSTOMERS
IN MUNDS PARK!

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY
Call Ken at 623-680-2345 For information

$109,900

(Prices subject to change)

¢ Dual pane windows

« Solid wood cabinets

doors & drawer fronts
Carpet Install

50’ utility room

Tape & textured walls T/O
Drywall close off

See model at Model Home Center
Bell & Grand Ave.

FEATURES

E.BRATE AMERIC

*250714
BIRTHDAY

MUNDS PARg

* 4™ s JULY PARADE »

Sponsored by
Pinewood Property Owners’ Association

Sign up for the Munds Park 4™ of July Parade
and be a part of this special event!

There is a 150 vehicle limit, so please preregister!

Name:

Vehicle License:

Munds Park Address:

Phone Number:

Type of Entry: (check one)
O ATV O Truck O Truck w/trailer O Other:
Approximate number of persons on vehicle/trailer:

Please return the form to the Munds Park Post Office during
regular business hours, or mail it to:

The Pinewood News | PO Box 18977 | Munds Park, AZ

Questions? Contact Sandee Caviness at (602) 400-9404,
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., or email
Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.

PINEWOOD NEWS
4TH OF JULY FLOAT CONTEST!

Every float in the parade is eligible for the 4th
Annual Pinewood News 4th of July Parade
Float Contest. The winning float will be
featured on the cover of Pinewood News, along
with a special story celebrating the hometown
spirit, creativity, and hard work behind it.

thepinewoodnews.com | APRIL 17, 2026 13B



ESSENTIAL ROOFING

WHEN QUALITY & EXPERIENCE MATTERS

NEW & RE-ROOFS

SHINGLES - METAL * PORCH ROOFS

REPAIRS

CHIMNEY & SKYLIGHT LEAKS
ICE DAMS « VENTILATION

Contact Steve Lemons

(928) 707-1024

EssentialRoofingCompany@gmail.com

Munds Park Resident Since 1980
Bonded & Insured | License ROC 198120

THE CABIN MAN LLC

Husband Can't Do it? The Cabin Man Can!

Deck Painting & Staining « Snow Removal
Pine Needle Removal « Weed Abatement
Small Repairs

Call Wes
Munds Park Resident

928-666-0882
deamwes84@gmail.com

Arizona North
Tree Service

Hazardous tree removal and
tree trimming for over 20 years.

Services Include:

« Dead Wooding

« Tree Thinning

« Tree Pruning

« Wildfire Fuel Reduction

Call Paul Bowles Today
for a FREE Estimate

928-286-2522

AZNorthTree.com

Licensed, Insured, reliable
& professional service.

Our trusted advertisers
are right at your fingertips
You can find them in the paper

or online at ThePinewoodNews.com.
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MOUNTAIN LIVING

8 SMART APPS FOR FIRE SEASON & FOREST TRAVEL

In Munds Park, the best apps on your phone are the ones that help you
stay aware, find the right trail for the day, and enjoy the forest with a
little more confidence.

With fire danger, changing conditions, and patchy cell service, a few
good apps can go a long way. Here are the ones most worth having, in
order of priority.

1. Coconino County
Emergency Notifications

This comes first for a reason. If there is an evacuation, emergency
alert, or urgent public safety message, this is one of the most important
systems to be signed up for.

Coconino County uses the Smart9g11 for official emergency
notifications. It is free, and it is for residents and visitors alike.

2. Watch Duty

For wildfire awareness, this is one of the strongest tools available.
Watch Duty provides real-time wildfire alerts, maps, and updates
pulled from public sources. When smoke appears and everyone starts
asking the same question, this app can help answer it quickly.

3. Arizona DFFM App

The Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management app is
worth having because it comes straight from the agency. It includes

fire information, restrictions, prevention resources, and reporting tools.

For Arizona residents, that makes it especially useful
during fire season.

4.A7Z511

If you travel to or from Munds Park often, this one belongs on
your phone. AZ511 is ADOT'’s official road app and shows highway
conditions, traffic cameras, closures, incidents, and construction.
When I-17 goes sideways, and it does, this app can save you time
and frustration.

5. Avenza Maps

For trails and forest roads, this may be the most practical app

of the bunch. Avenza lets users download official maps, including
Coconino National Forest motor vehicle use maps, and use them
offline with GPS. That matters when cell service drops and the forest
starts looking a little too confident in its ability to confuse you.

6. Frontline Wildfire

This app is especially appealing for homeowners because it offers
location-based alerts tied to your address. It can send notices about
nearby fires, red flag warnings, lightning, and evacuation activity.
Think of it as extra peace of mind for those living in a fire-prone area.

one receives far more
than he seeks.

— John Muir

In every walk with Nature

7. onX Offroad

For ATV and OHV users, onX Offroad is a strong pick. It offers trail
maps, route details, land ownership information, and offline use. It
is not the official government map, but it is a handy tool for people
exploring the area by side-by-side or ATV.

8. AllTrails

For hikers and casual explorers, AllTrails is still a good one to have. It
includes trail maps, reviews, photos, and route details for the Munds
Park area. It is especially helpful for finding new walks or checking
what others have said before heading out.

One last note. If you want National Weather Service forecasts, use
weather.gov on your phone. The National Weather Service does not
have its own official app.

The best setup is simple: official alerts first, then wildfire awareness,
then road and trail tools. Download maps before you leave home,
turn on notifications.

Be safe and have fun!

. 3

i PROTECTING
YOUR HOME
JUST GOT e o g
EASIER! e

Trust us with challenging
insurance needs for wildfire .
areas, flood zones, aging roofs, ? ).

and manufactured homes!
-

April Plonski
Munds Park Resident Since 1990

(602) 922-9956

april.plonski@goosehead.com
www.MundsParkinsurance.com

Insuring homes in Northern Arizona is no
easy task, but we've got you covered with
an extensive network of over 70 insurance
carriers. Together, we'll explore a wide range
of tailored options that fit your budget and
needs. Secure your peace of mind today

and call Lucky Penny Insurance!
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CLASSIFIEDS

FOOSE HOME REPAIR
Servicing Munds Park & Rimrock

928-456-3413 « fooserepairs@protonmail.com
Not a licensed Contractor

THE HANDY DANDY MAN PETE
Home Repairs « Local - Professional « Dependable

Call 928-542-6387

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Tree & Yard Work « Hauling « Plumbing - Carpentry

CALL JOHN 928-951-6532 - Not a licensed
Contractor

ONTIVEROS SERVICES
Pine Needle Clean Up - Gutter Cleaning - Yard Work

CALL JOSE 928-514-9901

SUMMIT PAINTING LLC
Professional Interior & Exterior Painting Services

CALL 928-853-7475

Medicare

Questions?

Call me anytime, | can help!

602-730-6315
Stacey Sabo, Licensed Agent

KING CLEANING SERVICE
House, Apartment and Office Cleaning
Lisa Abel-Cuomo
225-266-4700 « lempira67@yahoo.com

MIRACLES ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Munds Park Local - ROC#317085

747-218-1060 OR 818-248-1240

15 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL
The local choice with a professional touch.

480-532-3084 - www.azgoodfellas.com

MOBILE PET GROOMING
Bella’s Pet Grooming

602-621-2903 « Foosemobile@keemail.me

THE FLAGSTAFF

HANDYMAN.COM

Kevin Hanley .

LICENSED @ BOMDED & INSURED

928.637.8481

Kevin@TheFlagstaffHandyman.com
www. TheFlagstaffHandyman.com
R.O.C. # 200295

TEXT OR CALL AND LEAVE A MESSAGE
**YES! - BUILDING THRU THE WINTER MONTHS!**
S — A —
REMODELING & HANDYMAN CONTRACTOR

SINCE WAY BACK IN 197211

YES! MY ASSOCIATE AND I ARE OLD TIMERS
& BELIEVE IN DOING BUSINESS THE OLD SCHOOL WAY!
VERY HIGH QUALITY AT A REASONABLE PRICE!

A A—

DECKS & DECK REPAIRS INCLUDING HANDRAILS & STAIRS,
ADA RAMPS. ALL CUSTOM HANDRAILS INCLUDING HOGWIRE,
MOUNTAIN LAUREL, AND STAINLESS STEEL CABLE.
CUSTOM KITCHEN, BATH, AND PORCH REMODELS.
CERAMIC AND PORCELAIN TILE PROJECTS,

AND SO MUCH MORE - JUST ASK!

MANY PINEWOOD
MUNDS PARK
REFERENCES

UPON REQUEST!

(928) 699-3655

weimasterl@msn.com

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

MIKE’S FLOOR COVERING

Commercial, Residential & Houseboat Flooring
Free Estimates - Ceramic - Carpet « Vinyl Plank - Hardwood

O  Notconnected with or endorsed by the US
wemmnes - goOVEmMent or the federal Medicare Program.

Rolling Stone
Landscaping

Family Owned & Operated

Pine Needle Clean-up - Landscaping & Maintenance
Tree Removal - Pavers - Deck Builds & Remodels
Gravel Delivery « Junk Removal

Call Frank Delgado to Schedule an Estimate Today!

(928) 274-1737 g

fdelgado740@gmail.com « www.rollingstone928.com
- Not a Licensed Contractor -

Residential & Commercial
Shingles * Repairs * Flat Decks

Call for a FREE Estimate Today
Jeff Leland Owner

cell (928) 699-8517

Office (928) 226-8175

4025 E Huntington Drive, Suite 120 . Flagstaff, AZ 86004
Munds Park'Rés?dent for 24 Years! - Licensed - Bonded « Insured - ROC206317

Red
Desert

[ ]
Electric,

Serving Satisfied
Customers Since 2003

Bonded e Insured ¢ ROC#193022

Jeff Doyle
623-293-1452

Serving Northern AZ

534 —— 24 HR SERVICE

YN AWIDE

poor = gERvicE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

928-445-2200

602-335-1077

DO YOU KNOW
WHERE YOUR
KEYS ARE?

CALL

Bill’s Lock Shop
(928) 699-8368

Serving Munds Park

Just Moved?

Re-keying is the safest
thing to do!

Ask about a lock
check-up!
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4.8/5 Stars
100+ Reviews

DARREN
LANCE
ELECTRIC

* RESIDENTIAL * REPAIR
- COMMERCIAL * REMODEL
ReRoof - New Roof - Repairs  NEW CONSTRUCTION

Sol.ar Shingle Experts - Get. 30% Tax - @ @ O @ OO
G  95-553-9594
(9 2 8) 8 8 2 - 0 8 8 2 dlelectric74@yahoo.com

LegacyRoofingNow.com AZ ROC License #253824 R 00 286350 - L/C/BOA////VS

GET THE BEST RESULTS FOR YOUR TREES

Call Mario & Mario Landscaping & Tree Service!

We offer experienced and qualified
tree services throughout all of
Munds Park and surrounding areas.

Mario and Mario
andscaping & Tree Service

(928) 282-3118

01‘ ’79..

Locally Owned & Operated

Interior & Exterior Painting

Full-Service Painting
TREE PRUNING We prune according to your and the

tree’s needs, removing deadwood, raising the canopy, and Minor Structural Repalrs
promoting a healthy tree and growth.
TREE REMOVAL When trees need removal for health Ca” for a FREE Estimate

proximity or safety reasons, we will carefully and safely
remove your trees.

TREE INSTALLATION Want to plant a new tree? Rely on
Mario and Mario to help choose the most productive and (928) 853'4394
aesthetically pleasing spot for it.

visA @D s or (480) 340-7227

LICENSED « BONDED ¢« INSURED ¢ ROC# 165704 Not a Licensed Contractor
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JUST ONE MORE
EVERYDAY LIFE DESERVES BEAUTY

BY SUENET

Some of the sweetest parts of life
are wonderfully ordinary. A breezy
window stirring the curtains, a
table set with care, clean sheets
turned down at the end of the
day, music playing, wildflowers
gathered and placed in a jar for
the pleasure of seeing them there.
These things are simple, but they
are not small. They have a way of
making a home feel comfortable
and new again.

We are often encouraged to save
beauty for later, for company, for it e 3
holidays, for the days that seem
important enough to deserve the extra : e
effort. But daily life is where our living is

done. It is where we wake, eat, rest, gather, and begin again.

Why should it not be graced by a little loveliness? Why should our
ordinary days not be met with the same tenderness we reserve for
special occasions?

A home does not need new things to feel renewed. To the contrary, few
pleasures are as satisfying as seeing a treasured keepsake or a piece
of furniture passed down through the family come alive with a little
polish. Open the windows and let the fresh air move through. Put
clean sheets on the bed. If you want to make bedtime feel downright
luxurious, sun-dry your sheets. That is almost pure heaven. Deep
clean the kitchen until it sparkles in the afternoon sun. Rearrange

the furniture for spring and let the room surprise you. Pick a few
wildflowers. Put on music. Let the day feel touched by love instead of
merely passed through.

There is a quiet happiness that settles into a room that has been cared
for and asks you to stay awhile. A chair pulled toward the light, with
good books stacked neatly nearby, can change the whole temper of the
room. A meal served on real plates can turn a routine dinner into an
enjoyable pause. A porch swept and made ready for the evening, your
best cocktail glasses sparkeling in the light, can draw a person outside
with joy. And in such simple ways, a home begins to offer comfort back
to the people who live there.

And part of making it is learning to
be present enough to receive it.
That may be the hardest thing
now, because the world has
grown so skilled at scattering our
attention. A person can pour a
good cup of coffee and never taste
it, can step into a freshly cleaned
room and hardly notice it, can
listen to a favorite song while
thinking of three other things.
The hours fill quickly, and if we
e are not careful, they pass without
ot ever quite touching us.

- Simple pleasures ask something
gentle of us. They ask us to relax and
stay awhile.

Beauty is generous that way. It offers itself freely, but it cannot do much
for us if we never stop long enough to notice it.

Perhaps that is why these small acts matter so much. They return us to
our own lives. They remind us that this day, this room, this meal, this
season is not just the backdrop to life. It is life, and we are blessed.

There is also a kindness in it, and not only toward ourselves. A home
that has been gently tended offers something to everyone who enters.
It says, rest here. Eat here. Be at ease here. It tells a child that home is
a place of warmth. It tells a weary spouse that someone thought ahead
for comfort. It tells a friend dropping by that we welcome you here.
None of that requires extravagance. It requires attention, and attention
is one of the purest forms of care.

So much of what makes life feel rich cannot be bought at all. It is the
scent of fresh air moving through the house after a good cleaning. It is
dinner with music playing softly and a room rearranged just enough to
feel new again. It is taking the good dish down from the shelf on a plain
Tuesday and using it because Tuesday, too, is part of a life well lived.

That may be the loveliest truth of all. Beauty need not wait. It does
not have to stand in line behind work, worry, or some imagined future
when everything is finally finished. The day in front of us is worthy
now. The home in its present form is worthy now. The people gathered
around the table, or the person standing alone, are worthy now.
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WHO HANDLES WHAT IN COCONINO COUNTY
BECAUSE GOOGLE DOESN'T ALWAYS KNOW THE MOUNTAIN WAY.

Spot an error or missing contact? Let us know: Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.

Dark Sky Compliance Environmental & Emergency Services

Coconino County offers Support for Keeping Our Sky’s Dark lllegal Dumping in Forests or Waterways

Environmental Quality Reporting Line (928) 679-8886

Lighting Inspection

Request an inspection of your exterior lighting. It includes a written report. Fees (press 1 to leave a message) Reports can be made anonymously.

are $55/hour plus mileage, two-hour minimum. Email Mark for details at

: Flooding Concerns
mstento@coconino.az.gov.

Coconino County Call Center: (928) 679-8525

Code Violation Report Emergency Planning and Real-Time Updates

Notice illegal lighting? File a report here at www.coconino.az.gov and search for

Coconino County Emergency Management (928) 679-8311
Code Violations and Enforcement.

Email: emergencymanagement@coconino.az.gov
Fixture Review

Not sure if a light is compliant? Send it in for review at mstento@coconino.az.gov. Fire_ReIated Concerns

Still Have Questions? .
lllegal Campfires on National Forest Land
Email or call Mark Stento, Code Enforcement Compliance Manager,

at (928) 679-8856 or mstento@coconino.az.gov

Coconino National Forest Dispatch Center (928) 527-3552
Coconino County Sheriff's Non-Emergency Dispatch ........ccouvvenne (928) 774-4523

Domestic Animal & Wildlife Services (press option 1) Provide detailed location information, such as forest road numbers
or GPS coordinates, when reporting.

Loose Dogs, Nuisance Complaints, or Dog Bites lllegal Campfires (private property) during Fire Restrictions

Coconino County Animal Management (928) 679-8756
For serious attacks or issues, call the Sheriff's Office .......cceevererreenne. (928) 774-4523

Coconino County Sheriff's Non-Emergency Dispatch ........cccoecuuue... (928) 774-4523
(press option 1) Applicable to unincorporated areas of the county.
Rabies Concerns (Pets or Wildlife)

Report sick or aggressive animals immediately—especially if foaming, staggering,
or behaving unusually.

Coconino County Animal Management (928) 679-8756
Off-Highway Vehicles (OHVs
Found a Stray? g y ( )

Do not approach if the animal appears aggressive. If safe, confine the animal and Reckless Driving, Trespassing, or Noise Complaints
call Animal Management for pickup or next steps.

Fire Restrictions Information

www.coconino.az.gov/2595/Fire-Restriction-Information

Coconino County Sheriff's Non-Emergency Dispatch ........ccoecuuueee. (928) 774-4523
The Pinewood Fire Department has microchip scanners. You can bring the animal (press option 1) to report OHVs off designated routes, speeding near homes, or
to the firehouse or call (928) 286-9885 damaging property.
High Country Humane (928) 526-0742
Note: Coconino County has leash laws. Dogs must be under control at all times—
even in rural areas. Short-Term Rental Questions & Complaints
Injured or Dangerous Wildlife . . .

) 9 Loud Parties, Parking Issues, Trash or Other Nuisances

Arizona Game & Fish (Flagstaff Region) (928) 774-5045 ) . )

Coconino County Sheriff's Non-Emergency Dispatch ........ccoecuuneee. (928) 774-4523
Weekends & after hours call m (press option 1) For immediate issues with noise, trespassing, blocked roads, or
Don't feed wildlife. Keep trash secure. Report encounters with bears, mountain safety concerns.

lions, or sick animals. . . . . . .
Ongoing STR Violations or Registration Questions
Loose Livestock Coconino County Short-Term Rentals Compliance Officer,
Department of Agriculture (press 1) (800) 294-0305 Tristan Dowse (928) 853-5340

Know Your Rights: Short-Term Rental owners must give their contact details to
Coconino County and provide them in writing to adjacent neighbors. If you live
next door and never received this information, call the County STR Compliance
Officer to confirm the property’s registration. For unresponsive owners, recurring
disturbances, or suspected unregistered rentals, report the issue to the County or
the Sheriff's Office.

Scan the QR code
to view this page online.

Bookmark it on your phone for
quick access anytime.
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From Munds Park to Phoenix—
Legacy Roofing protects
every place you call home.

oo tnate (928) 882-0882




