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CELESTIAL EVENTS
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z « ~ THE GIFT OF A REAL NIGHT SKY @
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+.In the city, night never really shows up. The sky stays lit, and the day simply fades into something dimmer. “;:

A
b

In Munds Park, when the sun goes down, it gets dark. The kind of dark that lets the stars come through clearly. You step outside, and before

long, you find yourself looking up longer than you meant to.

__ It is not something people talk about much when they live here. It is simply part of the rhythm. But it is getting harder to find.
" Dark skies and bright stars are a gift we still have. A real night. The heavens shine through, and we are lucky to live beneath them.
Keep the gift. Keep outside lights dim, shielded, or off when not in use. It is worth it.

What to watch for in the night sky.

APRIL

Pre-dawn planet gathering: Best April 18—23. Mercury, Mars, and
Saturn cluster low in the eastern sky before sunrise, with Neptune
nearby for telescope users only. This is visible from Munds Park,

but the planets sit very low, so a clear eastern horizon is important.

Best about 30—45 minutes before sunrise.

Lyrid Meteor Shower: Peaks April 21—22. Expect ~10—20 meteors
per hour under ideal dark skies (higher possible with fireballs).
The radiant is in Lyra (high overhead in the north), and the Moon
is waning crescent/not too interfering—excellent conditions in
northern Arizona. Best after midnight until dawn.

New Moon: April 17. This is one of the best nights
of the month for dark-sky observing

in Munds Park because there is no

moonlight to wash out faint objects.

Ideal for spotting dim star clusters,

nebulae, and galaxies after full

darkness sets in.

Crescent Moon with Venus and the Pleiades:
Best April 18—19. A thin waxing crescent Moon
appears near brilliant Venus in the western
evening sky, with the Pleiades nearby. This is
an easy and attractive naked-eye sight from
Northern Arizona. Binoculars may also reveal
soft earthshine on the Moon’s dark side.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR & STORY TIPS!

The Pinewood News welcomes feedback and story tips from our readers. We
encourage comments on any subject or article we publish. We will consider
publishing received letters, except those that invade privacy or are libelous. All
letters must be signed and include an address and phone number for verification.
Note that letters may be edited for space and clarity.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Genna & Sandee Caviness, Editors & Publishers
928.286.9827 « Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com

PO Box 18977, Munds Park, AZ 86017

ThePinewoodNews.com

ADVERTISE WITH US!

For advertising contact us at 928.286.9827 or

Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.
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MAY

Full Flower Moon: May 1. May opens with the Full Flower Moon,
the traditional full moon of spring bloom. It rises around sunset
and stays visible through the night, lighting the landscape and
making for a beautiful evening under the night sky in

Northern Arizona.

Eta Aquariid Meteor Shower: Peak: May 5—-6

Fast meteors before dawn. It’s stronger farther south, but
Northern Arizona can still catch plenty of bright streaks under
dark skies.

Crescent Moon near Venus and Jupiter: Best May 18—19. A thin
waxing crescent Moon appears near Venus and Jupiter in the
western sky after sunset. Venus will be much brighter, while

Jupiter may sit lower and be a little harder to catch if your horizon
is blocked.

Blue Moon: May 31. A Blue Moon is when there are two full
moons in one calendar month. The second full moon is called
the Blue Moon. It doesn’t usually look blue. It’s just a name for
something that doesn’t happen very often. That’s why people say
“once in a blue moon” when they mean something is rare.

Sometimes, when vou stand very still and bock up at the
nig_hi,g_wfmdit%a.sbm ;‘ng
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GET YOUR LOCAL PAPER
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

Chevron
Coldwell Banker Realty
Kota’s Coffee House
Pinewood Bar & Grill
Pinewood County Club
Pinewood Powered by Re/Max
RV Park
Shell Gas Station
The Outpost (Post Office)
Wine Tasting & More

Bashas - Camp Verde
Camp Verde Community Library

The next issue of the Pinewood News
will hit the stands, Friday, April 17
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summer and winter enjoyment.

$475,000
17165 ELKPL

perfect space to relax and enjoy.

Becky McBride

Designated Broker/Owner

928.606.1385
Becky@ agsta realestate.com

Tucked beneath the towering pines, this cozy mountain retreat
blends rustic charm with modern comfort. Vaulted ceilings,
open living, wood-burning fireplace, and a large deck create the

2110
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$429'°°° $1|295|°°°
17810 S WALAPAI RD - UNIT #: 55 175‘,\:5':3;";""\’;1’(0"
Exceptional townhome! Spacious treed area on south of unit. Vaulted ceilings and cozy pellet stove insert in fireplace provides warmth . . o
and ambiance. New flooring, refrigerator, portable air conditioner and dishwasher. This home comes furnished and ready for your Closed restaurant with HUGE potential! Includes land, building,

and all contents. Community is eager for a great eatery! Call Bill
Spain at 602-622-1196. Owner may carry with strong terms.

|1 i

315,000 $400,000

17050 BIG SKY DR 1170 E COUGAR ST
Affordable summer retreat among the trees. This furnished, Cozy 2-bed, 2-bath home among pines and oaks, bonus room,
move-in-ready 3-bedroom, 2-bath home features two spacious private deck overlooking Munds Canyon, fenced yard, gazebo,
covered decks, a peaceful wooded setting, ample parking, and bunkhouse, garage, granite upgrades, mostly furnished.
great versatility as a vacation getaway, second home, or full-time Peaceful mountain retreat.

residence for easy outdoor living.

Regina Bailey

Associate Broker

928.699.7069
Regina.Bailey@ProvidentAZ.com

Deavin Sedillo Natalia Robles Aaron Lewis
REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR®

928.679.5505 928.606.2778 928.707.4950

sedillo.d.r@gmail.com natalia@cbnaz.com aaron@ agsta areaproperty.com

928-286-9171 « cbnorthland.com
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High Desert Mechanical, Inc.

Built on Legacy.
Trusted for Generations.

Goettl’'s High Desert Mechanical is a
family-owned company rooted in a legacy of
craftsmanship, integrity, and doing the job right
the first time. What started as a commitment to
quality has become a standard our community
relies on.

We’re here to protect your investment.

For many families, a mountain home or cabin
isn’t just a weekend retreat. It’s where holidays
are spent. Where grandchildren learn to fish.
Where memories turn into traditions.

Homes like that deserve more than quick fixes
and budget shortcuts.
They deserve experienced technicians.
They deserve quality systems.
They deserve work that lasts.

That’s what we deliver.
So don’t settle, get Goettl’s.

Trusted Heating & Cooling Services
for Four Generations

(928) 228-5209 ’ (928) 5672200 ince l.
www.GoettlsHDM.com O O

Licensed - Family Owned - Insured - ROC#097859, 095880 VERIFIED




PINEWOOD

THE GOOD LIFE, COMMUNITY & DESERT MOUNTAIN LIVING

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

AA Meetings - Feel Better!
Munds Park Community Church

Every Monday, 6 pm
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

Munds Park Community
Church Services

Services Sunday, 10:45 am
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd » Munds Park

Munds Park Town Hall

All residents are encouraged to attend.
Stay informed. Your presence
and participation is essential!

Thursday, May 21, 2026
6:30 pm « Pinewood Country Club

Pinewood Fire Department
Auxiliary meeting
The Community is Welcome!

Tuesday, April 7
6:30 pm « 17670 S Munds Ranch Rd
Munds Park

Pinewood Fire
District Board Meeting
Public Welcome
Tuesday, April 21
3 pm « 18075 Fairway Dr « Munds Park

Pinewood Sanitary District
Board Meeting
Public Welcome
Thursday, April 9
3 pm « 18075 Fairway Dr « Munds Park

(=] (=]

Get the Pinewood News first!

We’ll send the new issue to your inbox
before it hits the racks.

Subscribe today!

LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS  6A

Stay in the loop with everything local: public
notices, community updates, and helpful info
that keeps our community connected.

MADE FOR THE MOUNTAIN TABLE 1A

Steelhead trout come together in a dish that
feels just right for mountain spring. It is
simple enough for supper and lovely enough
for company.

THE MEANING OF EASTER 12

In a powerful conversation, Pastor Steve
Bowyer explains why Easter stands at the
center of the Christian faith. His words offer
comfort, clarity, and hope.

FIRE SEASON JUST LEVELED UP  17A

Northern Arizona’s weak snowpack has raised
the stakes for wildfire season. For Munds Park,
that means early preparation is not optional

SECRETS OF CHACD  21A

From massive roads to celestial alignments
and ritual cacao, Chaco Canyon still raises
more questions than answers.

SPRING IN A GLASS  23A

Fresh strawberries, citrus, and a silky finish
give this cocktail its springtime charm. It is
fresh, polished, and far from kid stuff in a
fancy glass.

NEW SERIES! BADGE & BALLOT 9B

Born early and not expected to live, Frances
Willard Munds entered the world fighting.
This first chapter traces the family, strength,
and frontier blood that shaped her.

GROWING MORE THAN GARDENS  13B

Warner’s Nursery is launching a free Kids
Club packed with hands-on Sunday sessions
designed to get children outdoors, into the
dirt, and excited about growing things.

STAMPED, APPROVED... & WRONG  17B

Mountain Living Summer Series: Protecting
Your Home Before, During & After the Job

PINEWOOD
NEWS ,

KIDS:

PAGE 14B
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LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS

YOUR LINK TO WHAT’S HAPPENING IN MUNDS PARK

PINE NEEDLES ARE FUEL
Now Is the Time to Clean Up.

After a weak winter and with dry conditions ahead, this is not the
year to put it off. Pine needles, leaf litter, and slash turn your yard into
wildfire fuel. Clean it up before it’s too late.

Bear Jaw Community Cleanup
Crews start Monday, April 27

All green waste must be curbside by Sunday, April 26 (by 6
p.m.). Late material will NOT be picked up.

Pickup runs weekdays 6 a.m. — 6 p.m. until the job is done.

Crews make one pass per street only — no returns for
missed items.

Free Clear Bags (Limited Supply!)
Available early April at:

Highlands Fire Station #23

Pinewood Fire Station

Kota’s Coffee House

Munds Park Post Office

Limit: 15 bags per property

Bags are for pine needles and leaf litter only

What Else You Must Do

Clean your gutters

Remove pine needles right next to the house

Cut back dry grass

Trim ladder fuels (branches that can carry fire up into trees)

If your lot feels overcrowded with trees around the cabin, call one
of our local arborists for a consultation to see what should stay
and what should come down

Nancy Shelton

Associate Broker

Need to Haul More? Use Willard Springs Green
Waste Site
Opens Friday, April 3
Free for green waste only
Open Fridays & Saturdays, 9 a.m. — 5 p.m. (through Oct 31)
Last load accepted by 4:30 p.m.

Slash piles are accepted — but they must follow the posted size rules
(check the flyer you received in the mail).

This is not the year to cut corners.

Need help with spring chores?

Local Pinewood News advertisers are ready to help with yard cleanup,
hauling, tree work, gutter cleaning, and more.

They support your free community paper — please support them in
return by checking page 3B.

Munds Park Town Hall m
Join us for the first Community

Watch Town Hall of 2026, an

important evening of updates from
the local and county leaders who
serve Munds Park.

<=

A featured discussion will be led

by Fire Chief Josh Tope, who will
explain the cancellation of Bear
Jaw, why it happened, and what the
future may hold for community cleanups and pine needle removal.

Hear updates, ask questions, and be part of the conversation as we
work to keep Munds Park strong, safe, and prepared. Whether you
are a full-time resident or a weekend neighbor, your voice matters.
Bring a neighbor.
Thursday, May 21, 2026
6:30 pm « Pinewood Country Club

928-856-0152

NancySheltonRealtor@gmail.com

315 Sandla Circle
Affordable and adorable and what a location! This
cozy two bedroom, two bath cabin has it all. Open
floor-plan, big windows, privacy on the oversized
lot. Recent upgrades include a no-maintenance
composite wraparound deck, fresh exterior paint,
furnace and CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING. All
furniture and furnishings are included too.

6A The Pinewood News | APRIL 3, 2026



NEW FIRE STATION RISING
AS FIRE SEASON LOOMS

An Interview with Fire Chief Josh Tope

MOVING IN

Pinewood Fire District is nearing one of its biggest
milestones in decades—moving into a modern
firehouse. Fire Chief Josh Tope expects his crew
to move into the new station during the second or
third week of May, assuming all final steps stay

on track. The building is largely complete, and the
crew is eager to settle in. Josh anticipates the full
transition will take about one week. A community
open house is planned for late June, once the station has been in
service for a short while.

Josh expressed deep gratitude for the community’s longstanding
support, as well as the contributions from the Auxiliary, PPOA,
and outside grant sources. That generous backing, combined with
disciplined financial management and careful stewardship of
district resources, has placed the new station on solid ground as it
approaches completion.

The district is preparing to take ownership of a modern, state-of-the-
art firehouse engineered to serve the community for at least the next
60 years. Josh added that he hopes future fundraising efforts can shift
focus toward broader community needs beyond the fire district.

UPCOMING EVENTS & BEAR JAW

The district is planning several public-facing events this season. Family
Safety Day is scheduled for Saturday, June 27, and the next Community
Watch meeting is set for Tuesday, May 21.

Josh said the May 21 Town Hall meeting will give residents an
opportunity to ask questions about the discontinuation of Bear Jaw. He
acknowledged the community’s concerns and wants to address them
directly during the meeting.

He added that the district understands how important that service was
to the community and that exploring future alternatives will be part of
the conversation moving forward.

See Town Hall meeting details just to the left, on page 6A
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1359 E Butler Ave
Flagstaff, AZ

928-440-4020

www.midtown.vet
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LOOKS LIKE A BRUTAL FIRE SEASON

Josh made clear that fire season is already top of mind for everyone.
Agencies have begun regular fire-restriction coordination calls, and
current conditions are not looking promising. Unless the weather shifts
meaningfully, he expects a busy fire season ahead.

The encouraging news, Josh emphasized, is that engines and
wildland resources are well-positioned. Crews and support personnel
are fully staffed at this stage, with no manpower shortages reported
so far. Resources are expected to be fully in service by mid-April,
giving responders strong capacity heading into what could be a
challenging season.

FEMA FUNDING FOR MUNDS PARK

Josh also shared promising news for wildfire mitigation efforts in
Munds Park. A Hazard Mitigation Protection Grant, first pursued
six years ago through county emergency management, has finally
been awarded.

He noted that this is the first FEMA funding in the nation specifically
designated for wildfire mitigation work on private property. In Munds
Park, the $400,000 grant will support targeted treatment work on
private properties. Properties have already been identified, and the
District will be working with the landowners. Josh said the work is
expected to move forward later this year.

CLOSING THE FOREST

The Pinewood News is already receiving calls from concerned locals
who know this fire season could be brutal. Many are asking why the
forest isn’t simply closed to camping.

Josh explained that decisions to close public lands involve far more
than fire conditions alone. Public access to national forest land is a
sensitive issue — residents often view it as “their” land, and agencies
are reluctant to restrict taxpayers’ access. Closures also bring
significant logistical and economic impacts, including the cost of
securing entry points and the effects on tourism and local recreation-
based businesses.

In short, Josh said the delay in issuing closures is not because the
danger is underestimated. It’s also because pulling the trigger carries
real political and practical challenges.

...Local Highlights continued on page 8A
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LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS
... Continued from page 7A

PINEWOOD SANITARY DISTRICT
MEETS GOALS

An Interview with Operations Manager
David Richardson

The Pinewood Sanitary District says it is
heading into the season in better shape than
it has been in years. The district says it is

in the black, ADEQ likes the progress being
made, and the system is finally getting some
needed upgrades. Now comes the tricky
part: keeping residents informed, helping
people understand billing changes, and
staying ahead of rising costs that could
hit everything from fuel to chemicals to
everyday operations.

A Different Tone This Year,
and a Better One

Operations Manager David Richardson, known as DR, said the district
is in pretty good shape financially and wants to keep it that way. He
said some of the savings are coming from new equipment at the sewer
plant that uses less power and helps reduce chemical costs. PSD is also
taking care of several important plant repairs, including parts of the
system that collect and pump wastewater, before those problems turn
into bigger and more expensive ones.

DR said PSD is taking on projects in small pieces, replacing old
equipment, planning for larger repairs, and addressing worn-out sewer
lines a little at a time as money allows. The goal is to fix things steadily
and help the district become a smoother, better-running operation.

And there is another piece of good news.

The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality has been pleased
with PSD’s progress. After a recent meeting, PSD was told it had

set a precedent in Arizona for other sanitary districts facing similar
problems. What PSD has faced is not unique, and the district was
asked to share with others the formula for digging out of the manhole,
pun intended. For a small mountain district that has taken some hard
hits, that is a real accomplishment.

Street Repairs & Resident Questions

Some residents noticed that after repairs were made in the street, the
same area was later dug up again. That raised concerns that the work
had been done improperly. It also led to worries that redoing the job
would cost the District more money. DR said rainwater got into an
open trench and undermined the work. The good news is that PSD is
not paying extra for those repairs. The contractor is responsible for
fixing the problem.

The Biggest Challenge — Getting Residents to Read

DR said the district has a hard time reaching everyone because

many owners live out of state, some contact information is outdated,
and many people simply are not tuned in to what is changing. The
sandwich boards got attention, which helped, but notices only go so far.
PSD is especially concerned that residents who are not closely following
updates may not realize their bills will change as WIFA-related charges
come due. If you are not paying attention, you may be caught off guard.

PSD’s message is not fancy: read your bill, read our updates in the
Pinewood News, make sure your contact information is up to date, and
do not assume this quarter looks like the last one.

New Voices, Old Wisdom

Board members are an asset to the district. DR values the different
backgrounds, perspectives, and practical knowledge they bring. He
said there are times when someone on the board throws out an idea no
one else had considered, and it turns out to be the right one.

He also values the history some longtime board members carry with
them. While some may wonder whether it is time for new blood, DR

believes that institutional memory matters. For him, the best board

is a mix of longtime members who know the district well and newer

members who bring fresh ideas and energy.

.« PSD will have open seats, and the district is encouraging residents

to come to meetings, learn more about how it operates, and consider
serving on the board. DR said people do not need to be industry
experts to help. They simply need to be willing to get involved, learn
the issues, and care about helping the district make good decisions.

Watching Costs in an Uncertain Time

DR said PSD is keeping an eye on war-related uncertainty, tariffs, and
fuel costs because all of those can push operating costs higher. The
district is already receiving notices from vendors about rising prices,
with increases in trash service, chemicals, diesel, gasoline, and other
petroleum-based products it depends on. PSD cannot control where
prices go, but it is trying to be careful now by watching spending,
handling smaller repairs in-house, and avoiding unnecessary purchases.

The District is Being Financially Responsible

DR says PSD is in better shape, the state likes the improvements,

and important work is moving ahead. But the district is also asking
residents to meet it halfway by staying informed, reading the bill, and
understand this system takes money and attention to keep running.

...Local Highlights continued on page 7B

JOIN US FOR

Breakfast, Lunch, &Dinner

Plus, enjoy our bottle service—
carry out your favorite liquor to go!

Taco Tuesday & Mexican Food Thursday is BACK!

(0) 4 4\

Tuesday-Monday 8am-8pm
CLOSED Tuesday & Wednesday

ORDER TO GO! (928) 286-0332

65 Pinewood Boulevard * Munds Park, AZ
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LIBERTY (SECURE.

PLUMBING

DETECT POTENTIAL LEAKS AND HELP PREVENT
WATER DAMAGE WITH SECURE®

Shut off water to the entire home remotely with your mobile
device from anywhere you are®! Save your home from potentially
catastrophic water damage and even help get a discount

on your homeowners insurance®

THE DEVICE

« SIMPLE INSTALLATION*

« WIFI AND BLUETOOTH ENABLED

« QUALITY MATERIALS / PROFESSIONAL
STAINLESS STEEL BALL VALVE
SHUTOFF PARAMETERS TO AVOID
FALSE POSITIVES.

« 5 SENSOR ARRAY:
- ULTRASONIC FLOW SENSOR
- WATER PRESSURE
- AMBIENT AIR TEMPERATURE
- HUMIDITY LEVELS
- WATER QUALITY (TDS)

*Prafessional installation required

THE APP
« REAL-TIME NOTIFICATIONS
.« REAL-TIME WATER QUALITY (TDS) DATA
« SCHEDULED AND MANUAL LEAKTEST
= DETAILED WATER USAGE DATA*

*Coming soon via frequent, regular app updates
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Mountain Dreams Realty P meWOOd (928)853 4529 Phx TO" Free (602)29] 163]

Pat & Bruce Moore - Marketing Pinewood / Munds Park for 46 Years
(Bl s Northern Arizona MLS & Phoenix MLS

Country Living In The Pines

i

Mountain Dreams Realty

Mountain Dreams Realty
855 E Navajo Road, Munds Park The Moores 2836 E Gelding Drive, Phoenix

Mountain Dreams Realty is a family owned business that is able to provide low brokerage fees with-
out sacrificing service. We believe our Clients & Customers should have the ability to sell their home
with the same advantages offered by other companies without cutting into their Profit Margin.

Integmjy and Service before Prof tor Commlsszon!

. 605 E. Hillside Dr - $439,900 17385 S. San Carlos Dr - $400,000 1385 W. University Ave #175a

440 E NaVi!_]O Rd - $899,999 Completely Remodeled 3Bed, 2Bath A-Frame—Renovated Inside and Out Ideally located near NAU
Rare Opportunity on Nayajo Road Including: Ducted 24 SEER heat & Air, 2 Bedroom, 1.5 Bathrooms, Jetted Tub Full Furnished downstairs Condo
Golf Course & Mountains Views Appliances, Kitchen, Bathrooms, T&G Propane Heat & Central Air Conditioning 906 SqFt, 2 Bedroom, 2 Bathrooms

1,820 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths Wood Ceilings, Laminate flooring, Ceiling ~ Dual-pane Windows & Insulated Roof New Carpet, Paint & Blinds
Fireplace, Large Deck looks at fans and insulation in Crawl Space. Front Covered Deck + Rear Sun Deck Covered Parking, Outside Storage Unit
Front & Side Covered Wrap-Around Deck ~ Spacious Storage Shed, 7,000 SqFt Lot $349,900
g;lel };t)t]? JIgSéZ; %9538?;%% Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542
or Beth Hausman (623)570-3076 or Beth Hausman (623)570-3076 or Beth Hausman (623)570-3076

or Beth Hausman (623)570-3076

335 Sandia Cir - $550,000
1,582 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

17265 Buffalo Run $469,00

1,560 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR®
John Cheri Sharon Andy Cheri Buchholtz Bob Joncas Catherine Rob Elizabeth

Sharapata Moore Treat Buchholtz Associate Broker Associate Broker Maschue Moore Hausman
(480)695-8929 (928)286-9335 (602)717-4414 (928)286-9335 (602)291-1631 (928)853-8542 (818)429-3362 (928)286-9335 (623)570-3076

Mountain Dreams Realty (928)853-4529

www.mountaindreamsrealty.com



HOME MADE & WONDERFUL

HONEY LEMON STEELHEAD TROUT
Made for the Spring Mountain Table

Spring in mountain country calls for food that is fresh and satisfying. Don’t let the ingredient list deter you. Mountain folk are not afraid of a little
fuss when the reward is worth it. The honey and lemon bring brightness and healthy goodness, the Dijon and soy add depth, and the fresh herbs

make the whole dish taste like spring. What more could you ask for?

It’s easy enough for a weeknight dinner, but pretty enough to set out for company without a second thought. Healthy, full of flavor and worth

the effort. Your family will love it!

Serves 4

Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 15—20 minutes
Marinate: 1—4 hours

For Garnish

2 tablespoons fresh parsley, finely chopped, or
cilantro, or a combination of both

Instructions

Ingredients

Dog-friendly patio

1 steelhead trout fillet, scaled, skin on or off,
about 2 pounds

For the sauce

2 tablespoons honey

2 tablespoons lemon juice

2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
3 tablespoons low-sodium soy sauce
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard

1inch ginger root, peeled and grated or
thinly sliced

2 garlic cloves, pressed, minced, or
thinly sliced

1 teaspoon kosher salt

1 teaspoon ground black pepper

1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper

1 tablespoon fresh parsley, finely chopped

1 tablespoon fresh cilantro, finely chopped, or use
1 more tablespoon parsley

1. In a small bowl, whisk together all sauce
ingredients until well combined.

2. Place the trout in a large baking dish, plastic
container, or large zip-top bag. Cover the fish with
the sauce and refrigerate for at least 1 hour and up
to 4 hours.

3. Preheat the oven to 450°F.

4. Transfer the trout and its sauce into a foil boat
and place it on a baking sheet.

5. Bake for 15 to 20 minutes, or until the fish is
tender and flakes easily. Do not overcook. If you
see white proteins beginning to come out of the
fish, it has gone far enough and should be
removed promptly.

6. Garnish with fresh parsley or cilantro before serving.
Serving suggestion
Serve with roasted vegetables, a crisp salad, or white or brown rice.

Adapted from “Baked Honey Lemon Steelhead Trout” by Victor, Craving
Tasty, published March 10, 2018.

2 tablespoons white wine, optional but recommended

HAPPY EASTER FROM KOTA'’S COFFEE ss

WISHING YOU A BEAUTIFUL DAY &
SOMETHING DELICIOUS TO SIP.

Proudly pouring locally roasted
Firecreek Coffee & Espresso

Specialty teas, plus Chai & Matcha Lattes

Pastries Baked Fresh in house Daily KO l A s
Biff's Bagels from our friends in Flagstaff COFFEE HOUSE
The Famous Kota's Breakfast Sandwich

...plus more breakfast favorites

(928) 286-2331

17680 S. Munds Ranch Rd.
Munds Park, AZ 86017

Lunch Sandwiches, Melts, & Paninis

SERVING EVERY DAY! 7am-2pm

thepinewoodnews.com | APRIL 3, 2026 11A






THINGS
TO DO

& SEE!

HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5

EASTER SERVICE
AT MUNDS PARK
COMMUNITY CHURCH

If Easter morning feels better with
familiar faces and a welcoming
room, this is a lovely way to spend
it. Jom your neighbors for fellowship at Munds Park
Community Church.

Time: 10:45 a.m.

Location: Munds Park Community Church,
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd, Munds Park

SATURDAY, APRIL 4
EGGCELLENT-

F——
EGGVENTURE &
. PRNCAKE BREAKRAST

SATURDAY, APRIL 11

MUTS VOLUNTEER
TRAIL DAY

Join the Munds Park Trail Stewards
for Crystal Point Trail maintenance,
then stay for a free lunch after the

work is done. Please RSVP.

Time: 8:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Location: Pinewood Trailhead turnaround area
Details: RSVP by email to
mundstrailstewards@hotmail.com. Bring long pants,
sturdy shoes, dress for the weather, and a smile. Water
and trail tools will be provided. Check for updates at
www.mundsparktrailstewards.com, as the event may
change or be postponed.

BEGINNING JUNE 1ST

BINGO AT THE
COUNTRY CLUB

Bingo at the Pinewood Country
Club! This event is open to
everyone—no membership
required. Come enjoy a fun night with neighbors!

Time: 6:00 PM
Location: Pinewood Country Club,

Roll into Pioneer Park for pancakes,
an egg hunt, games, prizes, and a
cameo by the Easter Bunny. Hunts
begin at 10 a.m., so arrive early if you want first crack at
the good eggs.

Time: 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. (hunts begin at 10:00 a.m.)
Location: Pioneer Park, 1200 Commerce Dr, Prescott
Details: prescott-az.gov/rec-services/special-events/
Admission: FREE

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 9-10

% MOTHER’S DAY FINE
#EJF.E\I*: ART & WINE FESTIVAL

A lovely excuse to head to Prescott
MOTHE  § foraspring weekend of fine
DH*;.;? art, browsing, and downtown
charm. This outdoor festival on the
Courthouse Plaza features juried
artists, vendors, and a festive Mother’s Day weekend
setting.

Time: Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m,; Sunday 9 a.m. -4 p.m.

Location: Historic Courthouse Plaza, Downtown
Prescott

Details: mountainartistsguild.org
Admission: See website for details

WINE & OUTDOORS

SATURDAY, MAY 9

VERDE VALLEY WINE
FESTIVAL

Sip local wines, browse vendors,
and enjoy live music at Riverfront
Park in one of the Verde Valley’s
signature spring events. It is a good
excuse to spend a Saturday outdoors with a glass in
hand and no guilt about it.

Time: 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Location: Riverfront Park, 1284 E. River Front Rd,
Cottonwood

Details: verdevalleywinefestival.com

Admission: $20 in advance, $25 at the door. Non-drink
tickets are $10.

Catch peak spring migration at the VERDE VALLEY BIRDING & NATURE FESTIVAL

FRIDAY, MAY 15-17
OVERLAND EXPO WEST

Three days of overlanding gear,
classes, and hands-on training, plus
plenty of rigs to admire and ideas
to steal for your next trip. If you like
dirt roads, camp setups, and learning from people who
have actually done the miles, this is your weekend.

Time: Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. -
5:00 p.m.; Sunday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Location: Fort Tuthill County Park, 2446 Fort Tuthill
Loop, Flagstaff

Details: overlandexpo.com/west
Admission: See website for details

(April 23-26 at Dead Horse Ranch State Park) and read more on page 10B.

BIRTHDAY

cn G e 29

MUNDS PARg

* 4™ JULY PARADE »

The Munds Park 4th of July Parade is a
tradition we look forward to every year,
but this one carries extra meaning.

In 2026, America celebrates her 250th
birthday, making this year’s parade part
of an historic celebration.

If you have ever thought about joining
the parade, this is the year to start

early. Talk it over with family, neighbors,
or your favorite group of volunteers.
Simple or elaborate, big or small, every
entry adds to the spirit of the day.

Our annual cover competition is back
for the fourth year. The winning float
will be featured on the front cover

of The Pinewood News, giving one
standout entry top billing, hometown
bragging rights, and a keepsake place
in this once-in-a-generation celebration.

Mark your calendar and start planning
now. Let’s make this 4th of July Parade
one to remember.

Kick the 4th of July off early with the
Electric Light Parade on the evening of
July 3.1t will follow the same route and
guidelines as last year, so start planning
something bright, festive, and fun.

Stay tuned for updates and parade
entry details.




FAMILY FUN LIVE MUSIC

THURSDAY APRIL9 -12

NORTHERN ARIZONA
BOOK FESTIVAL

Four days of readings, workshops,
performances, and literary
mayhem across downtown
Flagstaff, with a walkable Saturday
takeover in Heritage Square
packed with publishers, makers, and live sets.

Time: Varies by event. See website for the full schedule.

Location: Heritage Square, Flagstaff, AZ
Details: noazbookfest.org
Admission: See website for details.

SATURDAY, APRIL 11
7 SPRING FAIR IN

» spRiG . PRESCOTT VALLEY
FAIR:

If the kids need to burn off some

energy and you would not mind

a food truck or two, this one
[ checks plenty of boxes. Prescott
Valley's free Spring Fair brings live
performances, carnival rides, inflatables, crafts, market
vendors, and family-friendly fun to Civic Center on
the Green.

Time: 11 a.m. -4 p.m.

Location: Civic Center on the Green,
7501 E. Skoog Blvd., Prescott Valley

Details: prescottvalley-az.gov
Admission: FREE

SUNDAY, APRIL 12
WARNER’S NURSERY
Ir, ) Kids ages 6 to 10 are invited to dig
ﬂ in, get a little dirty, and learn all
: . series. The first session begins
April 12, with more weekly classes
information.
Time: Sunday afternoons at 2pm
1101 E. Butler Ave., Flagstaff
Details: See page 13B of the Pinewood News

o KIDS CLUB
about gardening at this free spring
to follow. See page 9B for full details and registration
Location: Warner’s Nursery,
Admission: FREE with advance registration required

MONDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 29-JULY 5
WORLD’S OLDEST
RODEO

Prescott’s signature summer
traditions returns for a full week of
rodeo action, western spirit, and

' holiday-week crowds. Gates open
two hours before each performance, so there is time to
grab food, shop, and settle in before the fun starts.

Time: Check website for times.

Location: Prescott Rodeo Grounds,
840 Rodeo Dr., Prescott

Details: worldsoldestrodeo.com
Admission: See website for details.

EVERY FRIDAY!
BARN DANCE

dancing, and a farm-night crowd
that knows how to have a good
time. Dinner is available if you want
to make a full evening of it.

Time: 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Location: Mortimer Farms,

12907 E. State Route 169, Dewey

Details: mortimerfarmsaz.com

Admission: See website for dinner and ticket details

The Orpheum Presents

Sunday, April 12, 2026
The Orpheum Theater
Flagstaff, AZ

Doors: 6PM

Show: TPM

FRIDAY, MAY 1

RED DIRT CONCERT
SERIES OPENER

Kick off Sedona'’s free Red Dirt
Concert Series with live music at
the Posse Grounds Pavilion. Bring a
chair or blanket and settle in for an
easy Friday night outdoors.

Time: 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Location: Posse Grounds Pavilion,

525 Posse Grounds Road, Sedona

Admission: FREE

FRIDAY—SUNDAY MAY 22-24
GRATEFUL FESTIVAL

This three-day Flagstaff music
festival brings live bands, camping,
yoga, vendors, and a full weekend
of mountain air and good energy. If
your crowd likes jam bands and a
festival feel under the pines, this one is worth a look.

Time: Friday welcome concert 6 — 10 p.m.; Saturday
10 a.m. - 11:30 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m. - 11:30 p.m.

Location: Fort Tuthill Fairgrounds,
2446 Fort Tuthill Loop, Flagstaff

Details: gratefulfestival.com
Admission: Tickets from $15; kids 12 and under free

Kick off the weekend with live music,

LIBEHTYh

PLUMBING

NEW LOOK,
SAME GREAT
SERVICE
YOU TRUST!

—FREE—
SAFETY

INSPECTIONS

We are finding an alarming
amount of safety violations
in Munds Park. Be sure
your home is protected
and schedule a free
inspection with Liberty
Plumbing today.

*100~

WATER HEATER

$50”

STOP WASTE VALVES

Contact us:
(928) 851 - 7773

www.libertyplumbingaz.com




BARDEN
DIFFERENCE

WHY BARDEN HOME BUILDERS? SEE FOR YOURSELF

CONTACT

928-607-4015
BUILDERS LLC 2581 E 7" Ave - 86004
i - 1

www.bardenhomebuilders.com




B NEED-TO-KNOW

. WILDFIRE INFORMATION

Then, on March 24, firefighters knocked down the
Landon Fire between Flagstaff and Kachina Village,
only 1.5 miles west of the highway. That fire was
officially listed as human-caused.

WHEN WINTER
GOLES ON VACATION

Northern Arizona did not get much of a winter this
year, and that matters. By mid-March, the state’s
snowpack was just 25% of normal, a new record low.
The Salt River Basin? A brutal 2% of normal. Spring
runoff is expected to be well below normal across
the state.

That is not just a water issue. It is wildfire season
that just leveled up.

The cause of the Janis Trail fire hasn’t been released
yet, but it doesn’t matter.

The point is clear: this isn’t some far-off “what if.”
Fire is already showing up at our back door.

New to the Mountains?
This Ain’t Your Old Backyard.

A lot of people come up from the city thinking they
will have time. Time to watch. Time to pack. Time
to decide. Wildfire does not work that way. It moves

The Locals Know

, L]
What’s Comlng SMOKEY SAYS fast, changes fast, and punishes people who wait
On March 23, Coconino National Forest said 66 99 | toO long because they assumed someone would tell
prescribed fire plans were being modified because ONL I I OU them exactly when to panic.
of “unseasonably warm and dry weather.” At the Fire in mountain countr £ :

! ' i y can move fast, shift fast,
same time, Coconino County said on March 20 CAN PREVENT FOREST FIRES and turn an ordinary afternoon into a very short
that county lands were under no fire restrictions. deadline. If you live in Munds Park, you need to
Both things can be true at once: restrictions may not be in place, and think less like a spectator and more like your own first line of defense.
condl_tlons can still be drying out earlier than normal. The locals know Government alerts matter. Fire crews matter. But your timing matters
the difference. too, and that part belongs to you.

They also know campfires get left too warm. Fire pits get treated

like they put themselves out. Cigarettes get tossed. People make lazy If You Are Not Slgned Up, You Are Behind

decisions in dry country every single year, and the land pays for it. Coconino County’s emergency notification system is one of the official

The stakes are always high here. This fire season just leveled up. ways residents receive alerts by phone, text, or email. Sign up now, not
when smoke is already in the air and everyone is suddenly trying to

Two Fires. Too Close. Too Early. remember passwords. Official alerts are basic equipment now, same as

On March 12, crews responded to a wildland fire near Janis Trail in a'ﬂashhght or a fire extinguisher.

Munds Park, just off I-17 at milepost 324. Sign up here: www.smartg11.com

.. Continued on page 19A

When it comes to buying or selling in Munds Park,
there’s comfort in working with someone
who already calls it home.

Local help is just minutes away. Call today.

Lorraine De La Cruz Realtor®
Munds Park Resident

602-295-5827 or 928-487-0744

lorraine@delacruzsells.com
www.lorrainedelacruz.realtyonegrouparizona.com

thepinewoodnews.com | APRIL 3, 2026 17A



$375,000
1065 E CHALET PLACE

Quaint and affordable 16-wide manufactured
home with a heavily treed lot, wraparound
covered deck, putting green, gazebo, brick
patio, gas cooking, wood-burning fireplace,
central heat, fans throughout, rain gutters,

17010 TEAL PLACE

Backs National Forest with two large
bedrooms plus flexible third bedroom/
office, fireplace, Arizona Room, large carport,
storage, new carpet, two baths, fenced yard,
private landscaping, and 1,600+ livable

and water catch. square feet.

LOTS FOR SALE

46 EOAKDR $245,00

Over 40,000 square feet lot. Absolutely incredible views from the top.
Heavily treed.

17615 S MUSTANG RD $275,000
One of the last remaining lots available on Animal Hill, well over
6800 sq ft, sloped toward the street and around the corner from the
National Forest

17375 CRYSTAL BROOKPL $192,000
Secluded from the road. A long driveway that opens to
an extra large lot with beautiful oak trees surrounding the perimeter.

Dreaming of a Getaway?
Make it Yours with Vacation Home

Financing from Residential Mortgage

Escape to your own paradise with our portfolio Second Home Loan
options, designed to bring you closer to the vacation home you've
always imagined. At Residential Mortgage, we understand the unique
needs of buying a second home. That's why our tailored financing
solutions offer competitive rates and potential savings—making your

dreams of a serene retreat more achievable and affordable.

Why Choose Our Second Home Loan?

. Exceptional Pricing Expert Guidance ¥

NMLS 208400 % (602)321-0842
Yice President of Sales &
Proud Munds Park Owner

information subject to change withoul notice. Qualified bars

lend. Ploase call for details. NMLS 147229, AZ

[
LENDER

Tailored Solutions

Mest Your Vacation Home Financing Expertt

L} rons@residentialmtg.com

7047 E Greenway Pkwy, Suite 220,
Scottsdale, AZ 85254

1350 E THUNDERBIRD TRAIL

Large Chalet with easy access to deck and
entry. Covered carport that leads to a single
car garage with entry up to the upstairs
family room. Fenced in yard.

All showings must have an appointment.

Debi Bright

Managing Broker / Realtor®

028.699.7703 CELL
BrightDebi@gmail.com

110 E OAK DRIVE

16-wide manufactured home: new flooring,
appliances, roof, dual-pane windows; solid
foundation, dog run, two powered sheds.
Fully furnished, covered porch.

RE/MAX Pinewood
15 W Pinewood Blvd

PO Box 17218

Munds Park, AZ 86017

39 YEARS OF MAKING YOUR

DREAMS A REALITY

DREAM BIG, BORROW SMART!

vers only. This is nol a commitment io

lankers License BK-094 1441, Equal Housing Lender




WHEN WINTER GOES ON VACATION
... Continued from page 17A

Get Watch Duty, Then Support It

The Watch Duty App is not the agency that issues evacuation orders,
but it has become a widely used early-warning tool for nearby fires and
firefighting activity. The organization says it is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit,
that its personal safety access is free, and that donor and member
support helps keep the service running. Good. Support it. This is not
the place to pinch pennies over a tool that may give you valuable time.

Your Go Bag Does Not Need to Be Fancy

Do not turn this into a shopping hobby. This is not about buying the
internet’s favorite tactical backpack and seventeen matching pouches.
Look up a basic wildfire go-bag checklist online and build a practical
one. Medications. Important papers. Chargers. Glasses. Pet supplies.
Clothes. The few things you would not want to replace in a rush. The
point is not to bring all your fancy amenities. The point is to be able to
leave FAST.

Learn Three Words Before You Need Them

Arizona’s Ready, Set, Go program exists for a reason. “Ready” means be
prepared. You should always be prepared. “Set” means there is danger
nearby and you should prepare to leave at a moment’s notice. “Go”
means leave now. It is simple by design because an emergency is no
time to learn the system.

Now, Here is the Munds Park Version

Because there is one practical way out for many residents, we strongly
suggest this: if a fire is nearby and the system says “Set,” do not wait for
“Go”. Leave early. Leave like it’s “Go” time.

That is not panic. That is not drama. That is geography.

A lot of people think the brave move is to wait for one more update, one
more official word, one more sign that this time it is really serious. In a
place like Munds Park, that kind of waiting can become its own danger.
Arizona’s Ready, Set, Go program is built around preparing early and
moving when conditions tell you the window is closing.

And one more thing: when it’s time to roll, do not clog the road with
trailers, side-by-sides, or extra toys. Leave them. They are replaceable.
Your neighbors are not.

The Best Time to Get Smart

Is Before Smoke

Look up Arizona’s Ready, Set, Go plan at
www.coconino.az.gov/3129/Ready-Set-Go and commit it to memory.
Sign up for Smart911 emergency alerts at www.smartg11.com.
Download Watch Duty. Build a simple Go Bag—have it ready always.
Do it now, while your house is calm and your driveway is clear.

Wildfire does not care whether you are new to mountain living,
optimistic by nature, or still convinced someone will knock on your
door and save you.

Maybe they will. Maybe they wont.
And in Munds Park, waiting to find out is just stupid.

The woods don’t care
if you meant to get to it
next weekend.

4.8

* Kk kR
CUSTOMER

RATING!
Google

#

IN STOCK SPECIALS )
Luxury viny! plank: $2.75/s9
Turf: $1 99/sq ft

[ Kk colors)
et (2 in-stoC
C\?vri‘t)h pad: $2.03/SQFT

" MADE FOR MOUNTAIN LIFE.

FAST QUOTES. SOLID INVENTORY. HELP CHOOSING THE RIGHT FIT. SHOP LOCAL.

Flagstaff Wholesale Flooring

SOURCED BY LOCALS.

Floors that hold up to boots, pets, guests, weekends,
pine needles, and snow tracks.

Contractor-friendly wholesale flooring,
open to homeowners.

Custom area rug program with bound-edge
runners, ovals, and squares.

Wool carpet selection.

Luxury vinyl plank, 4 popular in-stock colors.
Artificial turf available.

(928) 526-1341

flagstaffwholesaleflooring.com

@

follow us
@fwf_2463
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ESCAPE THE HEAT

ENJOY COOL PINE AIR & FOREST VIEWS
HIGHLY DESIRED UNIT 117 AT MUNDS PARK RV RESORT

OFFERED AT THE GREAT PRICE OF ONLY $79,000!

BEST LOCATION MUNDS PARK RV RESORT

« Forest and miles and miles of trails at your doorstep « Seasonal resort living from April through October
Beautiful lot with reserved parking + No rentals allowed

All new furnishings, mattresses, three TVs, linens, and more. Heated pool and spa
Everything is ready and waiting for you. Community center with bar and games

Exterior updates include fresh paint, roof coating, Gym/workout center
and a sealed deck. Three laundry facilities

Enjoy a massive covered deck with incredible forest views. General store
. Cozy, comfortable, and beautifully decorated Within walking distance of amazing restaurants, bars,

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? THIS IS IT. e e REITes e
Hurry before it's sold! Monthly lot fee paid to Munds Park RV Resort— and you only

pay April through October

FOR MORE INFORMATION
602-315-7432 or mundsparkrvresort117@gmail.com




TRAVEL
JOURNEY INTO CHACO CANYON’S ANCIENT WORLD
OF ROADS, STARS & RITUAL

BY “UNSTOPPABLE STACEY” WITTIG

In a remote desert canyon in New Mexico, ancient
people built monumental cities, aligned them with
the stars—and, it turns out, drank chocolate.

Even before I moved from the mountains of
Colorado to Munds Park 32 years ago, I was
captivated by Chaco Canyon archaeology. A book
by archaeologists Robert and Florence Lister

sat on my shelf for years, its cover drawing me
with towering masonry walls and great kivas
stretching up to seventy feet across. I promised
myself that once I settled in Arizona, my first
road trip would be to Chaco Canyon, New Mexico.

That promise turned into a lifelong fascination.

Located deep in the high desert, Chaco Culture
National Historical Park, New Mexico, feels

as remote as it is mysterious. The canyon

lies northeast of Gallup, surrounded by the
vast Navajo Nation. Getting there requires
intention—a true road trip across miles of open
land. But what waits at the end is something far
greater than a destination.

It’s a question.
Why here?

Why would ancient people choose this dry,
unforgiving landscape to build massive stone
structures over a thousand years ago—structures
so ambitious that nothing larger would be
constructed in North America until the 1800s?

Equinox alignment at Casa Riconada
National Park Service photo by D. Davis

There was no steady water source. Game stayed away. Timber had to be Or sacred.

carried from forty or more miles away. And yet, the ancestral Puebloan
people—forebears of today’s Hopi, Zuni, and other Pueblo cultures—
built a complex that continues to challenge everything we
think we know about early civilization in the Southwest.

‘7‘5‘@1/@'4

IRRIGATION & LANDSCAPING
Beautiful Yards Start Here

Irrigation « Landscaping « Pavers « Turf & Sod
Weekly & Bi-Weekly Yard Maintenance « Seasonal Cleanups
Retaining Walls « Rock Work « Premium Synthetic Grass

928-612-8279 0r 928-600-6882

Stellers.irrigation@gmail.com « Stellerslrrigation.com
Serving Munds Park & Rimrock ° Licensed * Bonded * AZ ROC 343874

4.8
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That’s the magic of Chaco Canyon archaeology.
The answers are never final.

On my first 300-mile journey from Munds Park,
I arrived eager to explore what many believed

at the time: that the Great Houses served as
redistribution centers. The theory suggested that
farmers carried corn along carefully engineered,
30-foot-wide roads radiating from the canyon
like spokes on a wheel.

At the visitor center, I picked up backcountry
permits and set out on those ancient roads myself.

Under the wide desert sky, with no shade and no
sound but my own footsteps, I tried to imagine
hauling goods across this landscape. The

effort felt immense—almost impractical. And
somewhere along that walk, I began to question
the theory.

That’s the thing about Chaco Canyon
archaeology—it invites you into the mystery, then
quietly asks you to rethink everything.

On my second trip, I approached Chaco
differently—this time by train to Gallup, then by
rental car into the canyon.

New theories were emerging. Instead of a trade
hub, Chaco may have been a ceremonial and
spiritual center. The roads, perfectly aligned
north to south, may not have been built for
commerce at all. They may have been symbolic.

Chaco’s structures appear to track the sky. Solstices and equinoxes
reveal themselves through light and shadow—etched into spiral

... Continued on page 22A

OUTDOOR SPACES,
DESIGNED FOR
MUNDS PARK LIVING
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TRAVEL

Continued from page 21A

carvings, framed by kiva doorways, and reflected in the orientation of
entire buildings. This connection between architecture and astronomy
remains one of the most compelling aspects of Chaco Canyon
archaeology.

Stand there long enough, and you begin to feel it—the sense that this
place was designed not just for living, but for understanding the cosmos.

There is no lodging in Chaco Canyon National Park, New Mexico—only
a simple campground beneath some of the darkest skies in the country.
And at night, without distractions, the conversations begin.

Around campfires, I've spoken with park rangers, archaeologists, and
fellow travelers—some scientists, others seekers drawn by the canyon’s
quiet pull. I've been fortunate to meet names like Florence Lister,
Gwinn Vivian, Tom Windes, and Steve Lekson—voices that continue to
shape how we understand this place.

One question always surfaces:
Was Chaco a hierarchical society—or an egalitarian one?
Evidence suggests both.

At Pueblo Bonito, the canyon’s largest Great House, burials reveal
individuals who were taller, healthier, and buried with extraordinary
goods—turquoise, copper bells, even macaws brought from Mexico.

But other findings complicate the story. Even evidence of cannibalism
has been uncovered, hinting at periods of social fracture.

The deeper you go into Chaco Canyon archaeology, the less simple the
story becomes.

And then—just when you think you've heard it all—Chaco surprises you.

On last year’s visit, I learned about one of the most fascinating
discoveries in the canyon: chocolate.

Among the artifacts found at Pueblo Bonito are 166 tall ceramic jars—
sleek, cylindrical vessels decorated with bold black designs on white
clay. For years, archaeologists debated their purpose.

22A The Pinewood News | APRIL 3, 2026

Then anthropologist Patricia L. Crown had an idea. What if they held
cacao?

Testing confirmed it: cocoa residue. Yes—chocolate in Chaco Canyon.

The discovery suggests that cacao, native to Mesoamerica, had been
transported hundreds of miles north—likely reserved for ritual
consumption. It adds a new layer to our understanding of trade and
ceremony across ancient cultures.

Even now, Chaco continues to pull me back. On my visit last month, I
searched for the Supernova pictograph, which may depict the celestial
explosion first observed on July 4, 1054 A.D.—the event that created
the Crab Nebula.

You see, there is always something new to learn. Something new to
question.

If you're considering visiting Chaco Canyon, know this: it’s not easy to
reach. Roads can be rough. Services are limited. And yet, that’s part of
the experience.

Plan your Chaco Canyon road trip for spring or fall, or arrive for the
Summer Solstice on June 21, when light and shadow bring the canyon’s
ancient alignments to life. Bring warm layers—the desert cools quickly
before dawn.

And maybe, just maybe...
bring a little cocoa.

Because in Chaco Canyon, where ancient roads stretch toward the
horizon and the night sky still speaks in light and shadow, the past
doesn’t feel distant.

It feels like something you can almost taste.

“UNSTOPPABLE Stacey” Wittig is a travel writer based in Munds Park. For more
travel inspiration and destination guides, visit unstoppablestaceytravel.com.
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SHAKEN & STIRRED IN PINEWOOD
STRAWBERRY SEASON HAS A NEW FAVORITE

Fresh Berry Delicious

April in Munds Park
is that awkward
handshake between
cold nights and
warmer afternoons.
The sun shows up
with confidence, then
the shade reminds
you you're in the
mountains. It’s prime
time for a drink that
tastes bright and
clean but still feels
like a real cocktail,
not something poured
straight out of a

juice box.

Fresh Berry Delicious is exactly that. It starts with real strawberries
and honey syrup, muddled together in the shaker until the fruit gives
up its perfume and just a little color. From there, it gets built with
raspberry vodka for a berry backbone, then takes a sharp turn into
grown-up territory with Licor 43 and blood orange liqueur. The recipe
is credited to bartender and brand ambassador Charlotte Voisey,

and it reads like someone who knows the difference between bright
and sugary.

Licor 43 is the wildcard. It’s a Spanish liqueur made with a proprietary
blend of 43 ingredients, and what matters to you is the result: vanilla,
citrus, and warm spice notes that can round out the fruit instead of
turning it into candy. Solerno blood orange liqueur brings a fragrant
orange peel snap, and then the lemon juice shows up like a good editor,
cutting what needs cutting and keeping the whole thing honest.

The trick at home is restraint. Muddle firmly but not violently.
You want the strawberry’s flavor, not a fistfight of seeds and pulp.
Fine-strain it, too. This drink is supposed to land silky in the glass.

right here in Munds Park. Fast, easy, and per-

Make it when friends drop by and the porch conversation starts
running long. It’s a good reminder that “fresh” can still have structure,
and that a proper cocktail can taste like a farm stand without

wearing overalls.

Ingredients

- 3 large strawberries

- 1/2 ounce honey syrup

- 1 ounce Stoli Razberi vodka

- 1/2 oz Licor 43

- 1/2 oz Solerno blood orange liqueur
- 11/2 oz fresh lemon juice

- Garnish: 1 strawberry half

The Method

1. In a shaker, muddle the strawberries with the honey syrup.
2. Add the remaining ingredients and ice, and shake until well-chilled.
3. Fine-strain into a cocktail glass.

4. Garnish with a strawberry half.

Quick Honey Syrup

Heat 1/2 cup of honey with 1/2 cup of water, stir until dissolved,
cool, and refrigerate.

Forgot the liquor? No worries.

Skip the drive to town and pick up bottled
spirits at Pinewood Restaurant Bar & Grill

fect when you need to save yourself a trip.

Pinewood Restaurant Bar & Grill
65 Pinewood Blvd., Munds Park

ROOFING

il

LegacyRoofingNow.com

AZ ROC License #253824

Curious as to what
a ReRoof Costs?

' _ Scan the QR Code to :
(928) 882-0882 get an Instant Quote! [e]:

Time For a New Roof?

Delaying the investment is going to cost you.
Roofing materials and labor costs are steadily
rising and that's unlikely to change soon.
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Geoffrey Weiss, Agent
Geoffrey D Gross Agency Inc
ggross@amfam.com

(480) 820-0077

PROUD TO LIVE IN AND SUPPORT
MUNDS PARK

Call for a home insurance quote today!

T —

AMERICAN FAMILY
_INSURANCE [

HOME | AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS | FARM & RANCH























































Tree Service

Hazardous tree removal and
tree trimming for over 20 years.

Services Include

« Dead Wooding

« Tree Thinning

- Tree Pruning

« Wildfire Fuel Reduction

Call Paul Bowles Today

for a FREE Estimate

928-286-2522

AZNorthTree.com
Licensed, Insured, reliable

& professional service.
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IN LOVING MEMORY
Dwight Lyman Moffitt

Dwight Lyman Moffitt, 79, of Clarkdale, and previously Munds
Park, Arizona, passed away peacefully at home on December 27,
2025, following complications from COPD and diabetes.

Dwight was born on January 2, 1946 in Los Angeles, California,
to Claude and Hazel Moffitt, who preceded him in death. He grew
up with strong values defined by service, benefiting from a strong
work ethic, and a love for family and friends.

Dwight attended Phoenix Union High School and continued

his education at John Brown University and Northern Arizona
University. He proudly served his country in the US Coast Guard
as a jet engine mechanic, and then braving the waters he joined
the helicopter Search and Rescue teams, reflecting his courage
and dedication to helping others.

In 1975, Dwight married the love of his life, Maral Vischer,
sharing a devoted, faithful partnership, together raising their
daughter, Tracy, who was the pride of their lives.

After Dwight retired from the military, he had many work
opportunities that revealed his numerous talents, from
architectural draftsman and building coordinator, to a UPS
driver, to a business owner starting a trash company in Munds
Park and surrounding communities. On selling that, he then
purchased the Pinewood Chevron Gas Station, mechanic garage
and towing business, which he owned and operated for over 30
years. His talents spilled over to chimney sweeping, snow plowing,
winterizing cabins, cutting and selling firewood for resale in
C-stores all over the Flagstaff area. His other love was volunteering
for over 20 years with the Flagstaff Sheriff’s posse, helping them
to raise money for community needs and scholarships, as well as
being a devoted member of the American Legion.

Dwight most definitely loved the great outdoors, and he relished
to explore each quiet road to see where it led. He spent countless
hours boating, fishing for bass at Lake Powell and exploring

it regularly with family and friends. Other joys were snow

skiing, large game hunting, fishing in the mountains of Mexico,
snowmobiling to Mormon Lake, and again on the North Rim

and Yellowstone. Once he even snowmobiled from Munds Park to
the top of the San Francisco Peaks on just back roads. He was a
member of Grand Canyon HOG, the Harley Davidson motorcycle

group traveling several times to the Wall in DC. He often traveled
with his little dog Reagan who usually stole the show. One spring,
traveling on his own, he took the “4 corner challenge” to see the
entire perimeter of the USA, from Flagstaff to the Florida Keys, to
Maine, Washington, then San Diego. Then again, he ventured on
his Harley from Arizona to Alaska, and eventually to the Arctic
Circle (on gravel roads). Altogether, he traveled over 100,000
miles to see the most beautiful country there is from coast to
coast. Whether on the open road or in nature, he found peace,
freedom, and joy. Above all, Dwight was a loving husband and
father — a steady presence, provider, protector, a true patriot, a
man who lived his life to the fullest, a man to be admired.

Dwight is survived by his wife, Maral Moffitt, his daughter Tracy
Moffitt, Robert (Bob) Moffitt, sisters Gayle Zamora, Gwen Buscher,
and numerous nieces and nephews.

A memorial service with Military Honors and Color Guard will
be held to honor Dwight’s life and service on May 2 at the Verde
Valley Community Church in Cottonwood next to the hospital.

Dwight Lyman Moffitt will be deeply missed and forever
remembered for his devotion to family, love for God and Country,
and the strong quiet legacy he leaves behind.

Some things should never
come with a price tag.

At The Pinewood News, we are honored to share the moments
that matter most to our community, from lives remembered
to babies welcomed, weddings celebrated, and anniversaries

cherished. These notices are more than announcements. They are
keepsakes. Small pieces of family history that deserve a place in
their local community paper and in our hearts.

That is why we publish them free of charge. Always.

It is our gift to this community we love and our way of making
sure the milestones, memories, and people who matter here are
treated with the care they deserve.
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CLASSIFIEDS

THE FLAGSTAFF

FOOSE HOME REPAIR KING CLEANING SERVICE HANDYMAN.COM
Servicing Munds Park & Rimrock House, Apartment and Office Cleaning REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE A-Z | '
928-456-3413 - fooserepairs@protonmail.com Lisa Abel-Cuomo P R
Not a licensed Contractor 225-266-4700 - lempira67@yahoo.com Kevin Hanlev el

LICENSED @ BOMDED & INSURED

928.637.8481

THE HANDY DANDY MAN PETE

Kevin@TheFlagstaffHandyman.com
Home Repairs « Local « Professional - Dependable e Tt et e
CaII 928-542-6387 MIRACLES ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS TEXT OR CALL AND LEAVE A MESSAGE

**YES! - BUILDING THRU THE WINTER MONTHS!**
- ee——————

Munds Park Local - ROC#317085

HANDYMAN SERVICES 747-218-1060 OR 818-248-1240 REMODELING & HANDYMAN CONTRACTOR
Tree & Yard Work « Hauling « Plumbing - Carpentry SINCE WAY BACK IN 197211
CALL JOHN 928-951-6532 - Not a licensed & BELTEVE IN DOING BUSINESS THE OLD SCHODL WAY!
Contractor VERY HIGH QUALITY AT A REASONABLE PRICE!
—— i —
15 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL DECKS & DECK REPAIRS INCLUDING HANDRAILS & STAIRS,
ONTIVEROS SERVICES The |oca| cho|ce W|th a profess|ona| touch. ADA RAMPS. ALL CUSTOM HANDRAILS INCLUDING HOGWIRE,
Pine Needle Clean Up - Gutter Cleaning - Yard Work 480-532-3084 - www.azgoodfellas.com “2321'33‘.2‘521’.’25%‘:1?.sZSE"JEii.f RemoDELS,
CALL JOSE 928-514-9901 CERAMIC AND PORCELAIN TILE PROJECTS,

AND SO MUCH MORE - JUST ASK!

MANY PINEWOOD

SUMMIT PAINTING LLC

MUNDS PARK
Professional Interior & Exterior Painting Services MOBILE PET GROOMING Usg;E::gSE:T'
CALL 928-853-7475 Bella’s Pet Grooming -

602-621-2903 « Foosemobile@keemail.me

Medicare |~ — o MIKE’S FLOOR COVERING

Questions?

Commercial, Residential & Houseboat Flooring
Free Estimates - Ceramic - Carpet « Vinyl Plank - Hardwood

(928) 699-3655

weimasterl@msn.com

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

Call me anytime, | can help!

602-730-6315
Stacey Sabo, Licensed Agent

(_'_5 Mot connected with or endorsed by the US

wemne gOVEMMent or the federal Medicare Program. 4025 E Huntington Drive, Suite 120 - Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Munds Park'R'esident for 24 Years! - Licensed - Bonded « Insured - ROC206317

Rolling Stone
Landscaping

Family Owned & Operated

Red - DO YOU KNOW

o d lElfsetr! WHERE YOUR
Pine Needle Clean-up « Landscaping & Maintenance eCc 'lc, KEYS ARE’
|

Tree Removal « Pavers - Moving & Disposal
Call Frank Delgado to Schedule an Estimate Today! Inc.

(928) 274-1737 B Serving Satisfied Jeft novle CALL
fdelgado740@gmail.com » www.rollingstone928.com Customers Since 2003 623-293-1452 =agy
Bill’s Lock Shop

Bonded o Insured » ROC#193022 Serving Northern AZ

*e';E i Ac.u pun cture (928) 699-8868
CUSTOMER OT"I- (“ Sl Serving Munds Park
Residential & Commercial "
Clayton Woaolley M5., LAc, Diplo,AC
Shingles * Repairs * Flat Decks T #-010090 P Just Moved?
Call for a FREE Estimate Today D D s Experionce ™ eoent Re'ke,sﬂ.”g 'f t:Ie 'SafeSt
Jeff Leland Owner = Chronic Pain = Meck, Back & Hips Ing 16 Go:
» Ostenarthritis » Allergies
cell (928) 699-8517 N Ask about a lock
e, e Rheumatoid Arthritis = And More CheCk'Up!
Office (928) 226-8175 & 928-299-6731

20B The Pinewood News | APRIL 3, 2026



o JR —

4.8/5 Stars
100+ Reviews

DARREN
LANCE
ELECTRIC

* RESIDENTIAL * REPAIR
- COMMERCIAL * REMODEL
ReRoof - New Roof - Repairs  NEW CONSTRUCTION

Sol.ar Shingle Experts - Get. 30% Tax - @ @ O @ OO
G  95-553-9594
(9 2 8) 8 8 2 - 0 8 8 2 dlelectric74@yahoo.com

LegacyRoofingNow.com AZ ROC License #253824 R 00 286350 - L/C/BOA////VS

S

1 8.0 6.6 ¢
~ CUSTOMER
RATING!
HOME ADVISOR

GET THE BEST RESULTS FOR YOUR TREES

Call Mario & Mario Landscaping & Tree Service!

We offer experienced and qualified
tree services throughout all of
Munds Park and surrounding areas.

Mario and Mario
andscaping & Tree Service

(928) 282-3118

01‘ ’79..

Locally Owned & Operated

Interior & Exterior Painting

Full-Service Painting
TREE PRUNING We prune according to your and the

tree’s needs, removing deadwood, raising the canopy, and Minor Structural Repalrs
promoting a healthy tree and growth.
TREE REMOVAL When trees need removal for health Ca” for a FREE Estimate

proximity or safety reasons, we will carefully and safely
remove your trees.

TREE INSTALLATION Want to plant a new tree? Rely on
Mario and Mario to help choose the most productive and (928) 853'4394
aesthetically pleasing spot for it.

visA @D s or (480) 340-7227

LICENSED « BONDED ¢« INSURED ¢ ROC# 165704 Not a Licensed Contractor

References available upon request.
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WHO HANDLES WHAT IN COCONINO COUNTY
BECAUSE GOOGLE DOESN'T ALWAYS KNOW THE MOUNTAIN WAY.

Spot an error or missing contact? Let us know: Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.

Dark Sky Compliance Environmental & Emergency Services

Coconino County offers Support for Keeping Our Sky’s Dark lllegal Dumping in Forests or Waterways

Environmental Quality Reporting Line (928) 679-8886

Lighting Inspection

Request an inspection of your exterior lighting. It includes a written report. Fees (press 1 to leave a message) Reports can be made anonymously.

are $55/hour plus mileage, two-hour minimum. Email Mark for details at

: Flooding Concerns
mstento@coconino.az.gov.

Coconino County Call Center: (928) 679-8525

Code Violation Report Emergency Planning and Real-Time Updates

Notice illegal lighting? File a report here at www.coconino.az.gov and search for

Coconino County Emergency Management (928) 679-8311
Code Violations and Enforcement.

Email: emergencymanagement@coconino.az.gov
Fixture Review

Not sure if a light is compliant? Send it in for review at mstento@coconino.az.gov. Fire_ReIated Concerns

Still Have Questions? .
lllegal Campfires on National Forest Land
Email or call Mark Stento, Code Enforcement Compliance Manager,

at (928) 679-8856 or mstento@coconino.az.gov

Coconino National Forest Dispatch Center (928) 527-3552
Coconino County Sheriff's Non-Emergency Dispatch ........ccouvvenne (928) 774-4523

Domestic Animal & Wildlife Services (press option 1) Provide detailed location information, such as forest road numbers
or GPS coordinates, when reporting.

Loose Dogs, Nuisance Complaints, or Dog Bites lllegal Campfires (private property) during Fire Restrictions

Coconino County Animal Management (928) 679-8756
For serious attacks or issues, call the Sheriff's Office .......cceevererreenne. (928) 774-4523

Coconino County Sheriff's Non-Emergency Dispatch ........cccoecuuue... (928) 774-4523
(press option 1) Applicable to unincorporated areas of the county.
Rabies Concerns (Pets or Wildlife)

Report sick or aggressive animals immediately—especially if foaming, staggering,
or behaving unusually.

Coconino County Animal Management (928) 679-8756
Off-Highway Vehicles (OHVs
Found a Stray? g y ( )

Do not approach if the animal appears aggressive. If safe, confine the animal and Reckless Driving, Trespassing, or Noise Complaints
call Animal Management for pickup or next steps.

Fire Restrictions Information

www.coconino.az.gov/2595/Fire-Restriction-Information

Coconino County Sheriff's Non-Emergency Dispatch ........ccoecuuueee. (928) 774-4523
The Pinewood Fire Department has microchip scanners. You can bring the animal (press option 1) to report OHVs off designated routes, speeding near homes, or
to the firehouse or call (928) 286-9885 damaging property.
High Country Humane (928) 526-0742
Note: Coconino County has leash laws. Dogs must be under control at all times—
even in rural areas. Short-Term Rental Questions & Complaints
Injured or Dangerous Wildlife . . .

) 9 Loud Parties, Parking Issues, Trash or Other Nuisances

Arizona Game & Fish (Flagstaff Region) (928) 774-5045 ) . )

Coconino County Sheriff's Non-Emergency Dispatch ........ccoecuuneee. (928) 774-4523
Weekends & after hours call m (press option 1) For immediate issues with noise, trespassing, blocked roads, or
Don't feed wildlife. Keep trash secure. Report encounters with bears, mountain safety concerns.

lions, or sick animals. . . . . . .
Ongoing STR Violations or Registration Questions
Loose Livestock Coconino County Short-Term Rentals Compliance Officer,
Department of Agriculture (press 1) (800) 294-0305 Tristan Dowse (928) 853-5340

Know Your Rights: Short-Term Rental owners must give their contact details to
Coconino County and provide them in writing to adjacent neighbors. If you live
next door and never received this information, call the County STR Compliance
Officer to confirm the property’s registration. For unresponsive owners, recurring
disturbances, or suspected unregistered rentals, report the issue to the County or
the Sheriff's Office.

Scan the QR code
to view this page online.

Bookmark it on your phone for
quick access anytime.




LOVE MUNDS PARK?

Help Prevent Forest Fires!

If fire-breathing dragons can keep it cool, you can too.
FOLLOW FIRE RESTRICTIONS AND PROTECT OUR LAND, LIVES, AND WILDLIFE.




4.8/5 Stars
100+ Reviews
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From Munds Park to Phoenix—
Legacy Roofing protects
every place you call home.

oo tnate (928) 882-0882






