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Letters to the Editor & Story tips!
The Pinewood News welcomes feedback and story tips from 

our readers. We encourage comments on any subject or article 
we publish. We will consider publishing received letters, 

except those that invade privacy or are libelous. All letters 
must be signed and include an address and phone number for 

verification. Note that letters may be edited for space and clarity.
Send your letters to: PO Box 18977, Munds Park, AZ 86017, 

or email us at Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.

Advertise with us!
For advertising or content contributions, contact us 
at 928.286.9827 or Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com. 
The Pinewood News can be found in Munds Park, 

Rimrock, and Camp Verde.

contact info
Genna & Sandee Caviness, Editors & Publishers
928.286.9827 • Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com

PO Box 18977, Munds Park, AZ 86017
ThePinewoodNews.com

Junk Removal • Dumpster Rental 
Excavation • Demolition

Contact us with your unique project today!

(480) 532-3084  
Orders@azgoodfellas.com    

www.azgoodfellas.com 

Licensed and Insured: ROC 355111 • 348718   

  

LOCAL. AFFORDABLE. FREE QUOTES.

TRASH PROBLEM? 
Forget about it!
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THE GOOD LIFE, COMMUNITY & MOUNTAIN LIVING SINCE ‘93

Name:          

Address:         

City:      State:    Zip:    

Phone:          

www.thepinewoodnews.coM

NOW AVAILABLE
WINTER-ONLY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Get Pinewood News Delivered to Your Door This Winter!

8 issues
MAILED TO YOUR HOME beginning  

October through the end of April! 

$2400

Mail Check by October 4, to ensure you get all 8 issues!

Pinewood News • PO Box 18977 • Munds Park, AZ 86017

Prefer a digital copy? Sign up to receive  
Pinewood News in your inbox! Just scan the  

QR code and subscribe today!

PROTECT YOUR HOME
WITH ELDEN GUTTERS

Professional seamless gutter and leaf � lter installation, 
along with gutter cleanout services, are offered across 

Northern Arizona.

Experience high quality, hometown care.

For a FREE estimate, contact Dan 

928-699-9277 
or eldengutters@outlook.com

Licensed, Insured & Bonded

“I trusted Elen Gutters with my own home—
and I’d hire them again in a heartbeat.” 

—Sandee, Editor, The Pinewood News

eldengutters.com



928-286-9171 • cbnorthland.com 

Aaron Lewis
REALTOR®

928.707.4950
aaron@� agsta� areaproperty.com

Natalia Robles
REALTOR®

928.606.2778
natalia@cbnaz.com 

928-286-9171 • cbnorthland.com 

$437,000
 245 BARNWOOD TRL, MUNDS PARK

Darling little getaway on a beautiful large treed 
lot (9750 sq ft). Cozy wood interior with vaulted 
ceiling and a pellet stove in living room. Plenty of 
room on the lot for a garage or to add on. Home 
comes furnished too?

$1,295,000
17612 E FAIRWAY DR

 MUNDS PARK
Closed restaurant with HUGE potential! Includes land, building, 
and all contents. Community is eager for a great eatery! Call Bill 
Spain at 602-622-1196. Owner may carry with strong terms.

$425,000
1170 E COUGAR ST

MUNDS PARK
Cozy 2-bed, 2-bath home among pines and oaks, 
bonus room, private deck overlooking Munds 
Canyon, fenced yard, gazebo, bunkhouse, garage, 
granite upgrades, mostly furnished. Peaceful 
mountain retreat.

Regina Bailey
Associate Broker

928.699.7069
Regina.Bailey@ProvidentAZ.com

Becky McBride
Designated Broker/Owner

928.606.1385
Becky@� agsta� realestate.com

$327,900
17145 S MESCALERO DR

MUNDS PARK
Upgraded, furnished home on large lot with RV 
parking, 10x14 shed, deck, � re pit, and fountain. 
New appliances, luxury vinyl � ooring, updated 
baths. Split � oor plan with o�  ce and great 
indoor-outdoor space.

$405,000
685 E OAK DR
MUNDS PARK

Beautifully maintained home with vaulted 
ceilings, split � oor plan, and eat-in kitchen. 
Covered deck plus private patio, storage shed, 
and raised garden. Turnkey & ready to enjoy!

$600,000
17380 CRYSTAL BROOK PL

MUNDS PARK
Move-in ready Munds Park cabin with vaulted ceilings, new 
roof, � oors, T&G pine, updated kitchen/baths, and XL loft. Enjoy 
a covered porch, paver patio, and prime location near golf, 
clubhouse, and trails.

$495,000
17165 ELK PL
MUNDS PARK

Tucked beneath the towering pines, this cozy mountain retreat 
blends rustic charm with modern comfort. Vaulted ceilings, 
open living, wood-burning � replace, and a large deck create the 
perfect space to relax and enjoy.

Deavin Sedillo
REALTOR®

928.679.5505
sedillo.d.r@gmail.com 
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Local Highlights     7A

LOCAL REALTORS PUSH BACK     9A
Pinewood Sanitary District quietly changed 
the rules on home sales, leaving realtors 
scrambling and sellers facing surprise costs. 
We asked PSD for answers and looked at what 
it means for local homeowners.

WHY ANOTHER FIRE BOND     12A
Fire Chief Josh Tope explains why the 
Pinewood Fire District is back on the ballot 
this November, what changed since the first 
bond, and why a second bond is the most 
stable way to cover rising costs.

Shaken & Stirred in Pinewood     15A
The Silent Starlet is a sparkling pink cocktail 
inspired by Clara Bow, Hollywood’s original It 
Girl. Bold, glamorous, and unforgettable.

Things To Do     16A
Local events, activities, and outings to make 
the most of your time in the pines.

THEY CAME LIKE A PACK OF WOLVES     22A
Clayton and Chris Wooley were having coffee 
in their yard when eight unleashed dogs 
attacked. Their story raises bigger questions 
about off-leash culture in Munds Park and 
what it means for public safety.

Local Business highlight     21A
From the rubble of Ground Zero to the quiet 
cabins of Munds Park, Tom Ford’s story is one 
of grit, service, and second chances. Meet the 
man behind Liberty Plumbing.

PINEWOOD NEWS KIDS     11B
From ancient messengers to modern-day 
geniuses, pigeons have done it all. It’s time we 
gave this bird a second look.

FALL FORAGING     1B
Golden chanterelles, lobster mushrooms, and 
winter chanterelles—how to spot them, cook 
them, and enjoy the season.

Winter-Proof Your  Home      4b
A complete guide to preparing your mountain 
home for winter, from roof to pipes to 
emergency access.

SEPTEMBER horoscope     19B 

Community Calendar

AA Meetings - Feel Better!
Munds Park Community Church

Every Monday, 6 pm
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

Munds Park Community 
Church Services

Services Sunday, 10:45 am
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd • Munds Park

Munds Park Town Hall
All residents are encouraged to attend. 

Stay informed. Your presence and 
participation is essential!

Thursday, September 18, 2025
6:30 pm • Pinewood Country Club

Munds Park

Pinewood Fire Department 
Auxiliary meeting

The Community is Welcome!
Tuesday, October 7

6:30 pm • 17670 S Munds Ranch Rd  
Munds Park

Pinewood Fire 
District Board Meeting

Public Welcome
Tuesday, September 16

3 pm • 18075 Fairway Dr • Munds Park

Pinewood Sanitary District 
Board Meeting

Public Welcome
Wednesday, September 10

3 pm • 18075 Fairway Dr • Munds Park
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Mountain  Dreams Realty 
www.mountaindreamsrealty.com 

REALTOR® 
Bob Joncas 

Associate Broker 
(928)853-8542 

REALTOR® 
Cheri Buchholtz 
Associate Broker 

(602)291-1631 

REALTOR® 
John 

Sharapata 
(480)695-8929 

REALTOR® 
Cheri 

 Moore 
(928)286-9335 

REALTOR® 
Sharon 
Treat 

(602)717-4414 

REALTOR® 
Andy 

Buchholtz 
(928)286-9335 

REALTOR® 
Catherine 
Maschue 

(818)429-3362 

REALTOR® 
Rob 

Moore 
(928)286-9335 

REALTOR® 
Elizabeth 
Hausman 
(623)570-3076 

  17155 Iron Springs - $195,000 
VACANT LOT 

for Manufactured Home 
All Utilities & Sewer Tap  

are in place 
Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542  

1320 E. Caribou Rd  -  $380,000 
Borders National Forest 

1,012 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
Large Deck Overlooking Forest 

Paver Driveway.   
Call Beth Hausman (623)570-3076 

 17045 Joy Place - $875,000 
Backs National Forest 

WOW - Huge Great Rm, Fireplace 
Vaulted Tongue & Groove Ceilings  
2,387 SqFt, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths   
Call Sharon Treat (602)717-4414 

17163 S. Winding Trail - $595,000 
Cedar Log Cabin 

Borders National Forest 
984 SqFt, 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
Large Covered Deck, Large Lot 
 Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542  

   17980 S Walapai 16b - $427,000 
Completely Remodeled Condo 

Livable 1,276 SqFt  
Vaulted Ceilings Fireplace 

3 Bedrooms,  2 Baths   
Call Pat Moore (928)853-4529 

  335 Sandia Cir - $579,900 
Mountain Living at its Finest! 

Large Great Room, Vaulted Ceilings 
1,582 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 

Fireplace, Front&Back Covered Decks 
Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542  

 17710 Maverick Cir - $590,900 
Chalet on well-Treed Cul-de-Sac Lot 

1,344 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
T&G ceilings, river rock Fireplace 

Wrap Around Deck, Large ATV Shed 
Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542  

 105 N. Lodge - $550,000 
 Updated Kitchen, Vaulted Ceilings 

Wood Burning Fireplace, Garage 
2 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Office 

Front and Back Decks 
 Call Pat Moore (928)853-4529  

 17050 Big Sky Dr - $345,000 
Quiet Cul-de-Sac 

938 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
Furnished, Covered Decks on Both Sides 

Good Parking, Large Storage Shed 
Call Pat Moore (928)853-4529 

17065 Grizzly Ridge -  $590,000 
Close to National Forest 

1,624 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
2 car Tandem Garage, Covered Deck 

Dead End Street   
Call Sharon Treat (602)717-4414 

615 Hillside Dr. - $219,000 
VACANT LOT 

6,000 SqFt 
OWNER MAY CARRY 

Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542  

 255 E. Oak Dr - $379,900 
Completely Remodeled 

Open Floor Plan 
1152 SqFt, 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 

Covered  Deck, Work Shop  
Call Pat Moore (928)853-4529  

Reduced! Reduced! 

Sale Pending 

Sale Pending Sale Pending Sale Pending Reduced! 

Sale Pending 

New Listing 
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LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS

The Old Farmer’s Almanac has released its winter 2025–26 forecast, 
and if you live in Munds Park, Flagstaff, or Verde Valley, here’s what to 
expect when the cold season rolls in.
For Flagstaff and Munds Park, the long-range outlook points to a 
warmer-than-normal winter with fewer snowstorms than usual. While 
snow will still fall, the Almanac predicts overall below-normal snowfall 
for northern Arizona. Residents should circle late January, early 
February, and late March on the calendar, since those are expected to 
bring the heaviest snow of the season.
In Verde Valley, where winter weather often rides the line between 
rain and snow, the forecast suggests a different story. The region is 
expected to see above-normal precipitation paired with above-average 
temperatures. That could mean more rain events, slick roads, and  
the occasional surprise snowfall, especially in the higher terrain 
around town.
The Almanac places northern Arizona in its Intermountain  
region (Region 13), where conditions are forecast to be wetter than 
usual but with snowfall split north and south. Northern zones, 
including Flagstaff and Munds Park, lean toward lighter snow  
totals, while southern areas are more likely to see storms deliver  
above-average snow.
Bottom line: It may not be the kind of winter that buries cars under 
snowbanks, but the mix of warmer air and extra precipitation could 
still keep residents on their toes.
Source: The Old Farmer’s Almanac 2025–26 Winter Forecast via SnowBrains

OLD FARMER’S ALMANAC FORECAST
A Milder, Wetter Winter Ahead for Northern Arizona

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Coconino County Planning  
and Zoning Commission will hold a public hearing to consider the 
following item: 

Case No. AM-25-001: A complete update to the 2015 Coconino County 
Comprehensive Plan text and data, including new and updated maps, 
figures, tables, vision, goals and policies, to be adopted as a Major 
Amendment.  The Comprehensive Plan boundary encompasses the 
entirety of Coconino County’s approximately 12 million acres (18,619 
square miles).
Applicant: Community Development Department 
Representative: Melissa Shaw  
Supervisor District: 1 (Patrice Horstman 
Supervisor District: 2 (Jeronimo Vasquez) 
Supervisor District: 3 (Tammy Ontiveros) 
Supervisor District: 4 (Judy Begay) 
Supervisor District: 5 (Lena Fowler) 
Said public hearing will be held on September 24, 2025, at 5:30 pm 
using web-based or other technology. Instructions will be posted 
at our website at: www.coconino.az.gov/2216/Zoning-Boards-and-
Commissions a minimum of 24 hours before the hearing. Any person 
wishing to testify may file a written statement prior to that time. Any 
interested person may observe the meeting and comment during 
the public comment period.  For more information, please contact 
Melissa Shaw at mshaw@coconino.az.gov or call the Coconino County 
Community Development at 928.679.8850.
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• Kitchens that inspire.
• Bathrooms built for comfort and elegance.

• Smart additions. Custom decks. Beautiful spaces.
From award-winning designs to a reputation built on 
quality and trust, Barden Home Builders brings your 
vision to life.

QUALITY ON TIME, EVERY TIME

NOW BOOKING FOR SPRING 2026!

Call 928-607-4015 for a consultation
See our work at bardenhomebuilders.com

Licensed • Boned • Insured  • ROC# 245687 VERIFIED

300 Mbps Internet service auto-renews monthly at $25/mo. + taxes/fees for 12 mos., then up to $15/mo. per yr. increase until standard rates. 1 Gig Internet service auto-renews monthly at $45/mo. + taxes/fees for 12 mos., then up to $15/mo. per yr. increase until standard rates. Standard rates subj. to change. Auto-renews each mo. until 
canceled. Cancel any time at 877-694-9474 or by logging into acct. at optimum.net. Cancellation e� ective at end of then-current billing period except in CT & NJ. Price reflects $10/mo. o�  w/ Auto Pay + Paperless Billing via checking, must maintain both. Reduced to $5/mo. w/ debit card. No discount w/ credit cards. Wired connection up to 
940 Mbps download/940 Mbps upload. WiFi speed may vary. Many factors a� ect speed, see optimum.com/speedfactors. O� er for new residential customers. Former Optimum seasonal customers or customers previously not in good standing ineligible. O� er is not transferable, may not be combined w/ other o� ers, is limited to advertised 
level of srvc, and is not avail. in all areas. Get One Unlimited Mobile line for 12 Months w/ code HEYITSFREE: New Mobile Customers w/500+ Mbps Internet or above only. Device � nancing or Number transfer req’d. Number must be transferred w/in 14 days of line activation or device � nancing. Taxes & fees apply. At the end of the promo 
period line increases up to $25 per month. Savings via 12 monthly bill credits. Credits start w/in 2 bill cycles. Limit 1 line per Optimum Mobile account. Reg. multiline price applies to add’l lines. Excludes other service discounts. Must maintain eligible Internet & Mobile svc plans & acct must remain in good standing w/ no past due or returned 
payments to rcv credits. Paperless billing & autopay req’d. Not avail. in all areas. Other terms and conditions apply; visit www.optimum.com/mobile/plan for plan details. Disney+, Hulu Bundle Basic: O� er req’s Optimum 500 Mbps Internet service or above. Customer must be in good standing throughout promo period to maintain Bundle and 
activate subscription within 3 months of service installation. 18+. Subscription renews monthly at then-current retail price (currently $10.99/month) at the end of your promotional o� er unless you cancel before then. For existing Disney+/Hulu subscribers, this will not replace any existing Disney+ and/or Hulu subscription you may already have. 
Other accounts must be managed separately. Must maintain eligible services to retain Disney+ or Hulu. Use of Disney+ and Hulu are subject to the Disney+, ESPN+, and Hulu Subscriber Agreement. For bundle, select Hulu content available via Disney+, additional content only available via Hulu app. Additional terms apply. O� er ends 11/9/25. 
© 2025 Disney and its related entities. Other terms, restrictions & conditions apply. See Optimum.com for details. © 2025 CSC Holdings, LLC.

optimum.com  |  866.9.OPTIMUM

Get 1 Gig Internet

mo.
1/yr

$45
w/ elig. Auto Pay & Paperless Bill.

+  Disney+, Hulu Bundle 
on us for 6 mos.

+  Unlimited Mobile line 
included for 1 yr

Optimum Internet is now available in Munds Park
Stream, work and play at 6,500 feet
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Pinewood Sanitary District 
(PSD) quietly changed the 
sewer rules for home sales, 
and sellers were the ones 
paying the price.
Realtors told me the new 
process was more expensive, 
less predictable, and more 
stressful than ever. Some 
buyers got nervous with 
vague letters from PSD. 
Some sellers got hit with 
thousands in surprise 
repairs. Worse, PSD did the 
bare minimum to notify the 
public, placing it online as if 
scrolling through the sewer 
district’s website is anyone’s 
idea of a Saturday night.
So I listened.

I met with five of Munds Park’s most seasoned realtors: Bob Joncas, 
Dave Kraemer, Debi Bright, Elizabeth Hausman, and Nancy Shelton. 
Together, they have more than a century of experience working with 
local buyers, sellers, and PSD itself. They remember when the process 
was straightforward, when the rules made sense, and when the district 
kept things running with scoping services.
That’s not what they see now. What used to be simple and affordable 
has turned into a costly guessing game. They believe homeowners 
deserve to know how things have changed.
For decades, PSD required a pre-sale sewer line scope before 
transferring service to a new owner. The district handled the 
inspection for a flat $250 and notified the owner of any necessary 
repairs. Realtors said the system worked. Scheduling was easy, staff 
were responsive, and costs were predictable.
Recently, the district stopped doing the inspections itself. The mandate 
stayed, but sellers now had to hire local plumbers to scope the line and 
submit the results to PSD for final approval.
That is when the real headaches began. Some plumbers were fair and 
professional. Others, not so much. Reports varied. Prices varied. And 
costs climbed. Realtors said that when PSD handled inspections, only 
one or two homes in ten needed repairs. With plumbers, it jumped 
closer to nine out of ten, and the fixes were anything but cheap.
And PSD still had the final word. Realtors described the approval 
process as inconsistent at best. A cabin with a belly in the line might 
pass one week and fail the next. A pipe laid over rocks, which is 
common in Munds Park, might slide through on one property and get 
flagged on another.
If PSD did not like a plumber’s assessment, especially if the report was 
written without an accompanying video, the district sent a letter. The 
letter stated that visual documentation was “strongly encouraged,” and 
while the findings would be accepted, PSD would “not be responsible 
for any future issues.”
That letter becomes a material fact. By law, the realtor must disclose it 
to the buyer and their agent. Even though the letter doesn’t say there’s a 
problem, it leaves enough doubt to make buyers nervous.

LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS

LOCAL REALTORS PUSH BACK ON  
PINEWOOD SANITARY DISTRICTS OVERREACH 

MEET US AT

Where the Game’s Always On 
and the Beer Is Always Cold

Family-owned. Flagstaff proud.

For over 40 years, we’ve been pouring drinks and giving folks a 
reason to stick around a little longer—Now in Munds Park.

• Full NiMarco’s Pizza menu—eat here or take it home.
• Pool • Cornhole • Live Acoustic Sets Every Weekend

• Beer, wine, and liquor TO GO (yes, really).
No pretense. Just good food, good drinks, and a place where 

regulars feel like family, and newcomers feel like regulars.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
THURS–SAT: 11 AM–2 AM • SUN–WED: 11 AM–MIDNIGHT
928-286-1927 • 17570 S Munds Ranch Rd, Munds Park

Limit one offer per customer per visit. Dine-in only. Must be 21 or older. 
Valid with coupon only. Expires 10/31/2025.

BUY ONE WELL DRINK OR DRAFT
AT REGULAR PRICE GET THE
2ND DRINK FOR $1.00!

Here’s one example. A homeowner had a sewer line running beneath a 
finished storage shed built on a concrete slab. The plumber scoped the 
line and found it open and clear. No cracks. No leaks. No clogs. The line 
was laid over rocks, which is common and often unavoidable in the Park. 
While it would have been smart to stake the property before building, 
PSD isn’t responsible for the line. The homeowner is.
Still, PSD strongly recommended repairs. Not because there was a 
problem, but because the rocks could eventually cause damage. Even 
though the plumber confirmed the line was sound, PSD issued a letter. 
That letter was enough to shake the deal.
Because the pipe ran beneath the shed, the only options were to demolish 
the structure or reroute the line. This underscores the importance of 
surveying property before beginning construction.
Unfortunately, that reminder came too late. As the home was about to 
close, the buyer got nervous. And the seller, with a functioning line and 
a clean report, had to pay $5,000 out of pocket just to keep the deal 
alive. PSD’s inspection process left many sellers struggling with unclear 
rules and extra requirements before they could close a sale. If those 
requirements weren’t met, PSD refused to transfer service to the  
new owners.
Let me say that again: PSD, unlike any other utility in Arizona that we 
could find or that any of our realtors have encountered in their long 
careers, will withhold service and block the transfer to a new owner.

...Continued on page 11A



Debi Bright
Managing Broker / Realtor® 

928.699.7703 CELL

BrightDebi@gmail.com

39 YEARS OF MAKING YOUR DREAMS A REALITY

RE/MAX Pinewood
15 W Pinewood Blvd

PO Box 17218
Munds Park, AZ 86017

FEATURED MOUNTAIN HOMES BY DEBI BRIGHT

17295 BIG SKY DRIVE
Well-kept 2017 Cavco home positioned to 
allow space for a carport or garage. Fully 
furnished with added A/C, flat lot, lush 
grass, shade trees, large shed, and spacious 
primary suite with walk-in closet. Ready for 
immediate enjoyment.

$425,000
1065 E CHALET PLACE

Quaint and affordable 16-wide getaway on a 
quiet, treed cul-de-sac with its own putting 

green! Wraparound covered deck with 
awnings, farm sink, gas cooking, fireplace, 

gazebo, patio, and water catch system.

$399,500
1235 E FOX PL

This chalet has it all—vaulted T&G ceilings, 
open floor plan, 3 beds/2 baths on the main 
level, loft, and oversized bonus room with 
private balcony. Wraparound deck, 2-car 
garage, storage, and mature trees. Ready for 
mountain living!

$899,000
405 E CEDAR WOOD DRIVE

Brand-new four-bedroom, two-bath Cavco 
with over 1,600 sq ft, vaulted ceilings, 
large windows, and open floor plan. 
Features deep covered front porch, ceiling 
fans throughout, abundant natural light. 
Completion expected by end of April.

$464,900

1410 E LOBO LANE
Remodeled and immaculate with vaulted 
tongue-and-groove ceilings, propane 
fireplace, Trex decks, and primary suite on 
main level with barn door to private bath. 
Features stainless appliances, pantry, guest 
half bath, upstairs bedrooms, bright family 
room over garage, and single-car garage with 
remote. Perfect for entertaining with both 
front and back covered porches.$774,000

DREAM BIG, BORROW SMART!
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These were the concerns raised by the realtors, and these were the 
questions taken straight to PSD.

Pressing PSD for Clarity
After hearing concerns from local realtors, I looked into it further. 
PSD’s latest draft resolution does propose requiring a licensed plumber, 
but that rule isn’t final. The board hasn’t scheduled a vote until 
September 11, 2025.
Yet the rules were already being enforced.
When I spoke with David Richards (D.R.), District Manager for 
Pinewood Sanitary District, I laid out what this meant for sellers and 
realtors. He admitted that mandating sewer scopes before a sale was 
unusual, something he had not seen in his career.
So I brought those concerns to the PSD monthly board meeting.
On August 14, I asked the obvious: Why push a policy without a full 
board vote? Why roll it out without filing with the county? Did they 
understand the mess it was creating for the community? I pointed out 
that no other utility we reviewed requires a pre-sale inspection, let 
alone blocks the transfer of service based on a test that no other sewer 
district mandates.
The board’s response was basically silence. There was no real 
discussion of the problem, no answers, no timeline, and no possible 
solutions. The only comment came from D.R., who reiterated that 
sewer scopes were not the responsibility of PSD staff and should fall 
to plumbers instead. He made it clear he wanted out of the scoping 
business entirely. Whether these rules would remain or be scrapped 
was left uncertain.

PSD Considers Rolling Back Rules
After the board meeting, I asked D.R. for a follow-up. To his credit, he 
showed up and answered all of our questions, laid out PSD’s position, 
and listened.
We learned that once the board meeting broke, D.R. put a plan on the 
table for the board to vote on. On September 10, the PSD board is set to 
vote on tossing the mandate. If that passes, PSD returns to being what 
it is supposed to be: a utility company. Inspections will fall where they 
belong, between buyer and seller. Service will transfer without being 
blocked, and PSD will exit the real estate business.

17775 Stallion
Tucked away at the end of a quiet cul-de-sac in the desirable Animal 
Hill neighborhood, this stunning four-bedroom cabin truly has it 
all. The oversized great room features soaring T&G ceilings and 
walls of windows that capture the beauty of the expansive 2/3-acre 
lot. The lower level o� ers a complete second living area, perfect 
for spreading out or hosting guests. Enjoy two spacious levels of 
decks and multiple outdoor living areas designed for year-round 
enjoyment. O� ered fully furnished and turn-key ready, this home is 
ideal for family gatherings, or a relaxing retreat.

Nancy Shelton
Associate Broker

928-856-0152
NancySheltonRealtor@gmail.com

Scan to see 
property details 

and photos.

PSD OVERREACH
...Continued from page 9A

There’s a lot to consider with these mandates. PSD has long required a 
pre-sale scope. The new mandate shifts that responsibility from PSD 
staff to a licensed plumber, creating added hurdles for sellers. Another 
existing rule, requires every home to have a sewer cleanout located 
between two and ten feet from the house. If it was missing, sellers had 
to install one before the line could pass inspection.
How the board intends to enforce these requirements while still 
allowing sales to remain a matter between buyer and seller remains 
unclear.
Friends, this is why speaking up matters. Realtors had been raising 
alarms one at a time, and when it felt like no one was listening, they 
reached out to Pinewood News to share their concerns with the 
community. That helped bring the issue into the open.
Would the board have heard them eventually? Maybe. But the point 
remains: you have to go, you have to say what is wrong, and when 
changes this significant are in play, PSD has to do its part too. Posting 
online does not cut it. Ratepayers who pay attention expect real notice, 
whether in the paper or on the back of the bill. 
D.R. deserves credit for listening and acting once he understood how 
this was affecting local sellers, and the realtors deserve equal credit for 
standing their ground on behalf of their clients and neighbors. That is 
how a community looks after itself. Change rarely happens in silence—
it happens when people raise concerns, others listen, and both sides 
work toward a solution.
Until next time, check the back of your bill or pick up the Pinewood 
News. Staying informed is part of how we all keep this community 
strong. We’ll continue following this issue and report on the outcome.

Irrigation • Landscaping • Yard Clean Up • Pavers • Retaining Walls

928-600-6882
Stellers.irrigation@gmail.com

Licensed • Bonded • AZ ROC 343874
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If you’ve been wondering why the Pinewood Fire District is asking 
for another bond this November, you’re not alone. I sat down 
with Fire Chief, Josh Tope to understand exactly what’s going on, 
what’s changed since voters approved the first bond, and why this 
new funding request is necessary.

What changed since the last bond?
In 2023, voters approved a $4.5 million bond to fund a much-
needed new fire station. At the time, the estimated construction 
cost was around $5 million. The plan was solid, and the district 
was ready to move forward.
Then inflation hit. Hard.
Between 2023 and 2024, construction costs rose about 34%, 
mostly due to workforce shortages and rising labor costs. 
Suddenly, that five-million-dollar station was going to cost over 
seven million. Understandably, the district hit pause to reassess 
before breaking ground.

What’s already in place?
The fire district has already secured the majority of the needed 
funding:
	- $4.5 million from the original voter-approved bond
	- About $1 million saved through years of careful budgeting and 

community fundraising
That leaves a shortfall of roughly $1.3 to $1.6 million. That is what 
the new bond would cover.

Why ask for another bond instead of  
taking a loan?
Chief Tope explained that there are only a few options for fire 
district funding: the annual operating budget, a lease-purchase 
loan, or a voter-approved bond. The operating budget is already 
stretched to cover essential services like salaries, training,  
and emergency response. A loan is possible, but it comes with  
real downsides.
Loans, also called lease-purchase agreements under fire district 
rules, carry higher interest rates and must be paid back from the 
district’s day-to-day operating funds. That means less flexibility 
and a higher risk of future service cuts, especially if the economy 
takes a downturn.
A bond, on the other hand, is a more stable option. It is paid 
through a small, dedicated property tax that is kept entirely 
separate from the operating budget. That separation matters.
If the economy weakens, property tax revenue may drop. Since 
loans are paid out of the fire district’s operating budget, a 
downturn could mean difficult choices like delayed equipment 
replacement, wage freezes, or service reductions.
A bond, however, is funded by a separate voter-approved tax.  
That means bond payments continue regardless of the economy, 
and core services remain protected. Simply put, a bond helps 
ensure stability. A loan adds risk.

WHY PINEWOOD’S FIRE DISTRICT NEEDS A SECOND BOND
A conversation with Fire Chief, Josh Tope

What would this bond cost homeowners?
For the average home in Pinewood, assessed at $233,000, the 
new bond would cost about $21 per year. That comes out to about 
$9 per $100,000 in assessed value. (It’s worth noting this is the 
assessed value, not the market value.)
As home values rise over time, the tax rate typically decreases, 
even though the total payment stays the same. This helps keep 
costs manageable for homeowners year over year.
Why the new station still matters
The current fire station was never built for a 24/7 professional 
crew. It began decades ago as a volunteer station, and while it 
has been modified over the years, it lacks the space, safety, and 
facilities needed today.
The new station has been carefully designed to meet modern 
standards for health, safety, and emergency response. It will 
include proper living quarters, cancer mitigation features, mental 
health considerations, decontamination areas, and room for 
future growth.
Chief Tope emphasized that the goal is to ensure that firefighters 
are safe, supported, and ready to respond when the community 
needs them most.

Pinewood’s future firehouse, built for safety, service, and the next generation. Opening summer 2026.

What happens if the bond does not pass?
If the bond is not approved by voters, the fire district will fund 
the shortfall through a lease-purchase loan. That would still get 
the station built, but it would put added pressure on the district’s 
budget and could limit its ability to adapt to future challenges.
This is not about asking for more than what was originally 
planned. It is about finishing the job the community already 
supported, in the most financially responsible way possible.
The fire district is not taking this request lightly. They have 
worked hard to fund as much of the project as possible through 
previous bonds, long-term savings, and careful planning. The new 
bond is a small addition that makes a big difference. It ensures 
the station gets completed the right way, without compromising 
core services or financial stability.
If you have questions or want to learn more, Fire Chief, Josh Tope 
and the district staff are always open to conversations. They care 
deeply about the people they serve and are doing everything they 
can to build a safe, sustainable future for Munds Park.

How to Vote on the Firehouse Bond
Election Date: Tuesday, November 4, 2025

What You’re Voting On: A $1.3 million bond to help fully fund 
the Pinewood Fire District’s new fire station.

How to Vote: The bond will appear on the Tuesday, November 5 
ballot. You can vote in person at Munds Park Community Church, 
or vote early by mail starting Wednesday, October 8.

Voter Registration Deadline: Monday, October 6, 2025

Who Can Vote: Only registered voters who live within the 
Pinewood Fire District boundaries are eligible to vote on this 
bond.
If you’re a part-time resident and want to participate, you can 
temporarily change your voter registration from Maricopa County 
to Coconino County. You can switch it back after the election.
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602-843-5572
O�  ce visits by appointment only. 1515 W. Deer Valley Rd A107, Phoenix, AZ. Rapid Blinds & Shutters LLC. Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC# 168592 *Subject to approved credit. Prices subject to change without notice. 
Must present ad at time of sale. O� ers may not be combined. O� ers are redeemable at time of estimate only. O� ers apply to new orders only. Restrictions apply. Expires December 10, 2025.

NO MONEY DOWN! Up to 4 years FREE financing!

Hi neighbors, I bring Phoenix service and pricing to 
Munds! Looking forward to meeting you.

                               — Dan, Munds Park Resident

All Work Performed By A Munds Park Resident!
“Excellent quality product, Rapid Blinds was professional 
and e�  cient, we highly recommend.”
                        — John & Stephanie K., Munds Park Residents

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING SERVICES
Specializing in all Types of Roo� ng Installation & Repairs

Metal • Shingle • Tile • Metal Siding • TPO

Metal Fascia Wrap • Metal Sof� ts • Metal Patio Lids

Integrity & Experience Ensure Excellence
Our expert team is available 7-days a week, 

365-days a year to attend to your roo� ng needs.

SERVING ALL OF NORTHERN ARIZONA

(928) 301-6301
www.elevatedroof.com

ROC311899 VERIFIED • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

MONSOONS ARE ON THE WAY
Beat the monsoon rush and book your FREE INSPECTION today!



SHAKEN & STIRRED IN PINEWOOD

THE SILENT STARLET
BY DICK TRUDEAU

Time For a New Roof? 

{928) 882-0882 
LegacyRoofing Now.com 

AZ ROC License #253824 

Delaying the investment is going to cost you. 
Roofing materials and labor costs are steadily 

rising and that's unlikely to change soon . 

Curious as to what 
a ReRoof Costs? 

Scan the QR Code to 
get an Instant Quote! 
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She came from nothing and made herself a 
legend. Not the quiet kind. The kind that gets 
whispered about in studio backrooms and  
yelled about in tabloids. Clara Bow was the 
original bad girl of the silver screen, back 
when movies didn’t talk and women weren’t 
supposed to either.
The industry didn’t know what to do with 
her. Audiences couldn’t get enough. She had 
that unnameable quality that lit up the room 
before she even walked in. A face that could 
launch a thousand movie stills, and a laugh 
that let you know she’d seen things and wasn’t 
sorry for any of them.
Hollywood called her The It Girl. What she 
had, no one could teach. Brooklyn roots, red 
hair that caught the light just right, and a 
way of owning every frame like it owed her 
rent. And it did. She raked in ticket sales that saved studios, pulled off 
performances that other actresses wouldn’t dare touch, and lived like 
the rules didn’t apply. Because they didn’t. Not to her.
The whispers started early. Too many parties. Too many men. Too 
much skin. Never mind that her male co-stars were doing the same, 
worse even, and getting pats on the back for it. Clara got warnings. 
Headlines. Sabotage. She was everything America claimed to love—
until it got nervous and turned on her.
By the time the talkies rolled in, Clara had been dragged through every 
kind of mud Hollywood could fling. The same industry that cheered 
her rise quietly pulled the curtain down. She walked away before they 
could shove her out.
But the real ones never forget. Not the real stars. Not the real stories. 
And not the real drinks.
The Silent Starlet is a toast to Clara. To all the women who got written 
off because they were too something for someone. It’s pink on purpose. 
Fizzy like a comeback. A little sweet, a little sharp, and not asking  
for permission.

The Method
	- One ounce of gin. Use good gin—not the stuff that smells like 

potpourri.
	- Half an ounce of raspberry syrup. Keep the raspberry syrup fresh 

(you can simmer raspberries with sugar and water for 10 minutes, 
then strain).

	- Half an ounce of fresh lemon juice. 
	- Shake that with ice. Strain into a chilled flute. 
	- Top with sparkling rosé. A dry sparkling rosé works best so it 

doesn’t get overly sweet.
	- Drop in a raspberry like a scandal you’re not ashamed of.

The first sip hits with a wink. The second makes you sit up straight. 
By the third, you’re telling stories you shouldn’t, and meaning  
every word.

Cheers! Here’s to the legends that don’t ask permission.
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GET FRESH PRODUCE!
Starting Saturday, May 10, your weekends 
just got fresher—join us for farm-fresh 
produce every Saturday through October!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11 & 12
FORT VERDE DAYS

Step back in time and 
celebrate one of Arizona’s 
longest-running traditions! 
Fort Verde Days returns for 
its 65th year with a lively 
parade down Main Street, 
food trucks, craft vendors, and 

old-fashioned fun at Fort Verde State Historic Park. 
Enjoy historic reenactments, live entertainment, 
kids’ activities, and a full weekend of frontier spirit 
in the heart of Camp Verde.
Note: Service animals only.
Time: Saturday parade at 10AM, festival 11AM–
7PM | Sunday 11AM–4PM
Location: Main Street & Fort Verde State Historic 
Park, Camp Verde

EVERY MONDAY
BINGO AT PINEWOOD 
COUNTRY CLUB

Bingo at the Pinewood 
Country Club! This event 
is open to everyone—no 
membership required. Come 
enjoy a fun night with 
neighbors and prizes!
Time: 6:00 PM

Location: Pinewood Country Club, 
395 Pinewood Blvd, Munds Park

ALMOST EVERY TUESDAY
PINEWOOD PLAYHOUSE 
MUSIC JAM NIGHT

Bring your instrument (or just 
your voice) and join fellow 
music lovers for a casual, 
come-as-you-are jam session. 
All levels welcome—from 
pros to kazoo dabblers. PA 
provided for singers. Free to 

attend, no RSVP needed, open to the community.
Date: check website at pinewoodplayers.com
Time: 6:00 PM – 10:00 PM
Location: Pinewood Playhouse, Pinewood 
Country Club, open to the community

FRI & SAT, OCTOBER 10 & 11
PRESCOTT ANTIQUE SHOW  
& VINTAGE MARKET

Now in its 20th year, this 
treasure hunt is worth the 
drive. Shop antiques, 
vintage goods, clothing, 
furniture, and home décor 
across three packed buildings 
and outdoor booths at the 

Prescott Rodeo Grounds.
Time: Friday 12–5 PM, Saturday: 8 AM–3 PM
Location: Prescott Rodeo Grounds, 840 Rodeo 
Drive, Prescott
Info: prescottantiqueshow.com
Admission: $10 General Admission

EVERY SATURDAY
DJ RUBEN & KARAOKE

Time to grab the mic and steal 
the spotlight! Karaoke night 
is all about laughs, tunes, and 
maybe a little off-key magic.
Time: 8PM
Location: Pinewood 
Restaurant & Bar, Munds Park

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
FLAGSTAFF MUSIC FESTIVAL

Celebrate Flagstaff’s local 
music scene downtown with 
community bands raising 
funds for the Haven Walker 
Music Scholarship. Local artists, 
community sing-along, and 
lots of live rhythm.

Time: Noon – 10 pm (bands from ~1 pm onward)
Location: Heritage Square, Downtown Flagstaff
Admission: Free

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20 - 26
SEDONA AIRPLANE AIR FESTIVAL

Watch master artists paint 
Sedona’s dramatic red‑rock 
landscapes in real time during 
this week‑long celebration 
packed with public paint‑outs 
and free events.
Time: Daily 8 am – 5 pm

Location: Sedona Arts Center 
Contact: Sedona Arts Center, (928) 282‑3809
Admission: Most public elements are free; 
workshops may require fees

FRIDAY–SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10–11
FALL IN PRESCOTT: THE BIG 
STING COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL

Spend two days by 
Watson Lake enjoying live 
performances from top 
country artists, local food 
vendors, and the crisp autumn 
air. The festival pairs great 

music with Prescott’s scenic beauty, making it a 
favorite fall tradition for fans near and far. Bring 
your boots, a blanket, and be ready for good 
tunes and good company.
Time: Gates open at 2 PM Friday, 12 PM Saturday
Location: 3101 Watson Lake Park Rd, Prescott, AZ
Info: www.thebigsting.com
Admission: Tickets start at $85

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11
WINGS AND WHEELS: SEDONA 
AIRPORT DAY

See vintage and modern 
aircraft, classic cars, food 
trucks, and panoramic mesa 
views at Sedona’s annual 
aviation celebration. Fun for 
all ages and free to attend.
Time: 9:00 AM–3:00 PM

Location: Sedona Airport, 235 Air Terminal Dr, 
Sedona, AZ 86336
 Info: sedonaairport.org
Admission: Free

OKTOBERFEST CELEBRATION
Friday, September 26 • 4 PM

Munds Park Community Church
FREE for everyone so Bring a friend!

COME ENJOY
Delicious German Food, Live Music, 

Fire Pit and Games for All Ages

Join your neighbors for an evening  
of food, fun, and community spirit!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
WITCHES RIDE OF MUNDS PARK

Grab your hat, outfit, and 
broom for a spirited ride 
through town, then join Happy 
Hour at Pinewood Country 

Club. Open to all who register, not just members. 
Proceeds benefit Northland Family Center.
Time: 4 p.m. (registration 3–3:55 p.m.)
Location: Start at Pinewood Country Club 
Parking Lot, Munds Park, AZ
Admission: Minimum $20 donation
Registration: www.northlandfamily.org

SAT & SUN, OCTOBER 11–12
FALL WEEKEND IN SEDONA: 
34TH ANNUAL ARTS FESTIVAL

Discover fall in Sedona with 
juried artists, live tunes, local 
flavors, and sweeping red‑rock 
views—plus food trucks and 
libations to round out the 
weekend.
Time: Saturday 9 a.m.–5 p.m., 

Sunday 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Location: Sedona Red Rock High School, 995 
Upper Red Rock Loop Road, West Sedona
Admission: $15 for both days; children 12 and 
under free with a paying adult.

Arizona Snowbowl 
Picks November 21 
for Opening Day!



OLD TOWN MUSIC & 
THE MARKET
Shop locally grown fruits & vegetables, 
homemade items and more while listening to 
fabulous regional musicians.
Dates: September 5, 12, 26
Time: 5 PM Until Dark
Location: 187 E. Pima St., Cottonwood

FLAGSTAFF URBAN 
FLEA MARKET
Explore the eclectic and vibrant Flagstaff 
Urban Flea Market, a gathering of artisans and 
peddlers offering a unique variety of goods. 
Find everything from records, antiques, and 
books to handmade woodwork, ceramics, 
and vintage clothing. Plus, discover gems 
and minerals, soaps, used tools, comics, toys, 
jewelry, up-cycled goods, flowers, and other 
funky treasures.
Date: 2nd & 4th Saturdays, June 14th through 
October 25th
Time: 9 AM - 2 PM
Location: City Hall parking lot, 211 W. Aspen, 
Downtown Flagstaff on Historic Route 66
Admission: Free

PEDDLER’S PASS OLD-TIME 
FARMERS & FLEA MARKET
Visit Peddler’s Pass Old-Time Farmers & 
Flea Market in Prescott Valley, a bustling 
open-air swap meet offering a diverse array 
of items. From seasonal farm produce and 
yard-sale secondhand goods to antiques, 
tools, collectibles, and rocks & gems, there’s 
something for everyone. Known as “the best 
swap meet in Arizona,” this family-friendly 
market features affordable finds and a wide 
variety of vendors.
Date: Every Saturday & Sunday, Year-Round
Time: 6 AM - 3 PM (Early morning is prime 
time for the best picks)
Location: 6201 E. State Route 69, 
Prescott Valley
Admission: Free

PRESCOTT FARMERS 
MARKET
Support local farmers, enjoy seasonal 
flavors, and help grow a healthier, stronger 
local economy with every purchase.
Dates: Every Saturday, 7:30 AM – 12:00 PM
Location: 900 Iron Springs Road, Prescott,

SEDONA COMMUNITY 
FARMERS MARKET
Join us every Sunday for a sunny 
marketplace experience! Discover a wide 
array of local fresh seasonal produce to 
unique artisan creations.
Date: Every Sunday
Time: 11 AM - 3 PM
Location: 2201 W SR 89A, West Sedona

OLD TOWN MUSIC & 
THE MARKET
Friday nights in the Verde Valley features 
locally grown fruits and vegetables, artisan 
foods, and handcrafted goods like pottery, 
jewelry, and soaps—all set to live local 
music. Bring a chair, grab a bite, and enjoy 
a relaxed evening under the trees with 
your community.
Dates: September 12, 26
Time: 5 p.m. and continue until dark
Location: 187 E. Pima St., Cottonwood

VERDE VALLEY 
FARMERS MARKET
Discover real food from real farmers at the 
Verde Valley Farmers Market. Enjoy fresh, 
locally grown produce while supporting 
our community’s farmers. Operated by 
local growers.
Date: Every Saturday & Friday from 
May 10 to October 4, 2025
Time: 8 AM - 11 AM
Location: 75 Hollamon St, Camp Verde

WINDMILL PARK FARMERS 
MARKET
Shop fresh and local every Thursday at 
Windmill Park! Find farm-to-table produce, 
sprouts, fruits, nuts, eggs, vegan organics, 
fresh bread,and honey—straight from local 
growers.
Date: Every Thursday
Time: 2:00 PM – 6:00 PM
Location: 9950 E Cornville Rd, Cornville, AZ

FREEFREE
SAFETY
INSPECTIONS

We are finding an alarming 
amount of safety violations 

in Munds Park. Be sure 
your home is protected 

and schedule a free 
inspection with Liberty 

Plumbing today.

WATER HEATER

$1000FF

STOP WASTE VALVES

$500FF

(928) 851 - 7773
Contact us:

www.libertyplumbingaz.com

Swipe less,  
share more.

Use cash. Help small 
businesses keep 
what they earn.
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GET YOUR TAIL WAGGING WITH A 
COFFEE FROM KOTA’S!

Proudly pouring locally roasted 
Firecreek Coffee & Espresso

Specialty teas, plus Chai & Matcha Lattes
Pastries Baked Fresh in house Daily

Biff’s Bagels from our friends in Flagstaff  
The Famous Kota’s Breakfast Sandwich

...plus more breakfast favorites
Lunch Sandwiches, Melts, & Paninis

OPEN DAILY, 7AM TO 2PM

(928) 286-2331
17680 S. Munds Ranch Rd. 

Munds Park, AZ 86017

NOW BLENDING: Root Beer Shakes, Strawberries & Cream, Mango, Pina Colada, and more—try our new Blenders Menu!
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THE COMMUNITY RALLIES 
TO RAISE $42,121 FOR THE 
PINEWOOD FIRE DEPARTMENT!
The Pinewood Fire Department Auxiliary, together with Agee’s BBQ, hosted the  
5th Annual Labor Day Fundraiser in support of our Pinewood Fire Department.  
Thanks to the hard work of the Auxiliary volunteers, the generosity of their sponsors,  
and the incredible support of this community, $42,121.11 was raised for our firefighters.

Congratulations to our Split the Pot winners:
1st place – Darcie Ruiz, $7,943.75
2nd place – Alex McPherson, $4,766.25
3rd place – Lynn Edlebeck, $3,177.50

And a heartfelt thank you to the sponsors,  
whose support made this event possible:
Above and Beyond Cleaning – Vanessa Zeigler
Ark Cat Sanctuary – Cheri Schultz
Casey’s Processing – Steven Rowson
Confident Comfort – Aaron Keams
Davis and Davis Contracting — Ronny Davis
Dynamic Plumbing – Joe & Annette Esposito
Findlay Honda – Jacob Lundie
George Ross Painting – George Ross
Ignace Brothers Commercial
Liberty Plumbing – Tom Ford
Movement Mortgage – Jared Plonski
Sardella’s Pizza – Amanda Sardella
SealMaster of Arizona – Dave Boon
Valor Contracting – Jacob Lindenstein
Wine Tasting and More – Deanne Martin
Woodland Renovations – Larry McCoy

Photos by Barbara Sherman



We’ve got you covered from 
Top to Bottom!

In need of home repairs?

For a free estimate, call
 (928) 456-4336 

or scan today!

P R O F E S S I O N A L  P A I N T I N G

Call (928) 774-4669 
or scan for your free 

in-home consultation

Ask for details on how to save when using two or more*

Free Estimates and Financing Available
Call (928) 366-3504 or visit 

www.northernarizonaroofservices.com

ROC#158334 Licensed, Bonded, and Insured

ROC# 272865 Licensed, Bonded, and Insured

ROC CR-42 349278 Licensed, Bonded and Insured





thepinewoodnews.com | SEPTEMBER 5, 2025     21A

If you’ve ever needed a plumber in 
Munds Park or surrounding areas, 
chances are you’ve seen the Liberty 
Plumbing truck or even shaken hands 
with Tom Ford himself. But what you 
may not know is the story behind the 
man who owns it. Tom isn’t just a 
business owner. He’s a neighbor. He 
and his family have a cabin right here 
in Munds Park, and they spend time in 
the area whenever they can.
Long before all that, Tom was a kid 
growing up in a small apartment near 
JFK Airport in Queens, New York. His 
dad drove a city bus and worked long 
hours. His mom waited tables before 
finding steady work with a plumbing 
company. They didn’t have much, but they worked 
hard, and Tom learned from them early on that 
showing up and doing the job right mattered more 
than anything.
Out of high school, he had one goal. He wanted to 
be a New York City police officer. While waiting 
for the call, he went to work for one of his mom’s 
former coworkers who had started a plumbing 
business. Tom picked up the trade quickly and 
joined the union. For several years, he worked in 
Manhattan on high-rise buildings, then finally got 
the call to join the NYPD in 1997.
Assigned to the 101st Precinct in Far Rockaway, 
Tom spent his days on patrol and his evenings 
still doing plumbing jobs on the side. For years, 
he balanced both, driven by that same work 
ethic he saw in his parents. In 1996, he met Tara. 
They started dating in 2000 and got engaged on 
September 8, 2001. They threw a big party the next 
day to celebrate.
Two days later, everything changed.
Tom was off duty on the morning of September 
11th. Tara was in Manhattan for her first day back 
at work. She called to say a plane had hit the 
World Trade Center. At first, it looked like a small 
aircraft accident. But as they stayed on the phone, 
the second plane hit. They both knew this was 
something much bigger.
Once Tom was sure Tara was out of danger, he 
headed to the precinct. Officers were being loaded 
onto buses and sent straight into Manhattan. When 
they arrived, the towers were still smoldering. 
Officially, they were there to control traffic. But that 
didn’t sit right. Instead, Tom and his fellow officers joined the rescue 
and recovery effort on the pile.
He spent the next three months digging through the debris of the Twin 
Towers. It was brutal. They worked eighteen-hour days, often without 
proper protective gear, surrounded by dust so thick it was hard to 
breathe and harder to see. They followed search dogs into unstable 
buildings, digging with bare hands and handing off buckets in a line 

that came to be known as the bucket 
brigade. Sometimes alarms would 
go off warning that nearby buildings 
might collapse. At first, they ran. Later, 
they stopped running. They had made 
peace with the risk.
Tom came home each night for a short 
breath of rest, then went back in the 
morning. The emotional toll was heavy. 
The physical toll didn’t let up either. 
He was injured during that time, and 
while recovering, another disaster hit. 
In November 2001, just two months 
after the towers fell, American Airlines 
Flight 587 crashed in Queens. Tom saw 
smoke rising from the site and rushed 
in once again.

With all of that behind him, Tom and Tara took a 
trip to Arizona. It wasn’t just a vacation. It was a 
reset. While driving through Anthem, they came 
across a neighborhood they liked, took a closer 
look, and on a whim, bought their first house there 
in 2002. It felt like a new beginning.
Tom officially retired from the NYPD and decided 
to build something from the ground up. In 2003, 
he started Liberty Plumbing. He also looked into 
police work in the Phoenix area and nearly joined 
the Department of Public Safety. But when he 
learned he could be placed anywhere in the  
state, he chose to stay rooted and focus fully on 
his business.
He ran Liberty Plumbing with the same values 
that shaped his life: service, honesty, and 
showing up when it matters. For Tom, plumbing 
is more than pipes and fittings. It is walking 
into someone’s home during a stressful moment 
and offering helpful options. It is treating every 
customer the way you would treat your own family.
Twenty-two years later, Liberty is still going strong. 
His kids now work for the company. They are 
learning the trade just like their father did, and 
they carry on that same commitment to integrity. 
Whether it is Anthem, Phoenix, or here in Munds 
Park, Tom’s team shows up with the same care and 
professionalism they’ve had since day one.
And he has not forgotten what shaped him. Every 
Liberty uniform bears an American flag and the 
number 23, honoring the 23 NYPD officers who 
died on September 11th. That memory stays close. 
He says when the anniversary rolls around each 

year, it all comes back. Not just the pain, but also the unity. He misses 
that sense of togetherness. He wishes more people remembered.
Tom Ford is more than a business owner. He’s a former cop, a husband, 
a father, and someone who chose to rebuild his life without forgetting 
where he came from. He is also your neighbor, one of the many who 
help keep this community running, not just with tools and trucks, but 
with heart.

BUSINESS LEADER HIGHLIGHT

FROM THE PILE TO THE PIPES, HONORING 9/11
Meet Tom Ford of Liberty Plumbing

At Ground Zero after the September 11 attacks, Tom Ford, far left, stands with 
fellow NYPD officers during the early days of recovery.

Tom and his wife, Tara.

Supporting those who serve. Tom Ford 
and Fire Chief Josh Tope during a $1,500 
donation drop-off for the new firehouse.
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THEY CAME LIKE A PACK OF WOLVES 
One Couple’s Backyard Turned Battleground

BY SANDEE CAVINESS

It was supposed to be a peaceful morning. A rare Friday off 
together. Clayton and Chris Wooley sat under their backyard 
gazebo, sipping coffee and enjoying the stillness. Their dog, 
Freckles, an Australian Shepherd, was tied securely 
nearby, and their brand-new puppy, also a cattle dog, 
just two days home, was leashed to a chair close to 
Chris. For Clayton and Chris, this was sacred time. 
Calm. Safe.
Until it wasn’t.
Out of nowhere, the peace was shattered. A low 
rumble of barking cut through the morning 
stillness. Then, chaos. Three pit bulls came 
charging from a neighboring yard. No collars. No 
leashes. No warning.
Freckles, doing what any protective dog would do, 
darted toward the threat, her lead stretching to its 
limit, snapping her off her feet. She landed hard 
on her back, stunned. Immediately, the dogs were 
on her.

“They went for her throat,” Clayton recalls. “I’ve 
seen a pit bull attack before. I knew what was about to 
happen. They were trying to kill her.”
He dove into the frenzy, fists swinging, shoving the snarling jaws away 
from Freckles’ exposed neck, screaming for help, but no one came. 
Then a fourth dog rushed in. Now Clayton was facing four large dogs 
with only his bare hands and raw desperation.
While Clayton is fighting off a massive dog attack, four Jack Russell 
Terriers appeared and began biting Clayton’s ankles before swarming 
Chris. Eight dogs in total. Eight unleashed animals, attacking in a wave 
of chaos and violence.
Meanwhile, on the other side of the yard, Chris was fighting to protect 
their new puppy, who had become tangled in her leash. With no way to 
free her, Chris threw herself on top of the tiny dog, using her own body 
as a shield while the Jack Russells clawed and bit at her, trying to get to 
the puppy underneath.

By sheer instinct and adrenaline, Clayton managed to unhook 
Freckles and drag her to safety inside the house. When 

he came back out, bloodied and breathless, one of 
the dog owners, an aggressive and belligerent man, 
confronted him.
The man grabbed Clayton’s shoulders, and began 

yelling at him. Still shaken, Clayton swept his hands 
off and said, “Don’t touch me!”, putting him on notice. 

The man had the audacity to say it was Clayton’s 
fault. That Freckles, a leashed dog in her own 
backyard, had “started it.” That lie was only the 
beginning. They claimed they only had five dogs, 
and there were eight.
Chris and Clayton did the right thing by calling 
Animal Control. Officers took statements, 

confirmed the dogs were illegally off leash, and 
ordered a ten-day quarantine for one pit bull. But 
so far, there have been no citations. The incident 
remains under investigation.
Clayton was bitten in the face, with a punctured 

nose and aggravated spinal injuries. Chris suffered 
bruises and scrapes. Freckles was bitten in the jaw, and their puppy, 
only two days home, was left traumatized. Now the family is burdened 
with emergency room bills, veterinary costs, and ongoing medical care.

The Off-Leash Culture That’s Putting  
Everyone at Risk
This is not just about one attack. It is about a culture in Munds Park 
that looks the other way. This place is a haven for dogs, and that’s a 
beautiful thing. But it is also known for owners who let their dogs roam 
off leash, don’t supervise them, and allow them to slip out of yards and 
into danger.

...Continued on next page.
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Story after story surfaces about people being rushed, bitten, or knocked 
down on walks. Facebook feeds are full of posts about loose dogs, and 
yet people scroll past them like it is normal. It is not.
Clayton and Chris did everything right. Their dogs were restrained. 
They were in their own yard. And still, they were attacked. This didn’t 
happen in isolation. It happened in a community where far too many 
people stay silent, where calling it in is treated like tattling, and where 
reckless dog owners keep getting away with it.
If your dog roams or escapes and you fail to fix it, you are putting 
people and pets in danger. Posting about a loose dog on Facebook is a 
start, but it is not enough. If you do not call it in, Animal Control has 
no way of knowing what is happening in the Park, and they cannot do 
anything about it. And if the owner never sees the Facebook post, then 
what? You still have a loose dog, and nothing gets resolved.
Call it in. Speak up. Hold people accountable. That is how we make  
this stop.

How to Protect Yourself, Your Children  
& Your Pets
After an attack like this, the question becomes unavoidable: how do 
you protect yourself, your pets, and your peace of mind in a community 
where dogs are often off leash?
Some residents in Munds Park have started carrying pepper spray, 
tasers, or even firearms while walking their dogs. The fear is real. 
However, it is essential to understand what is actually legal, effective, 
and safe in Arizona before anyone makes a terrible situation worse.
Under Arizona law, you are only legally allowed to use deadly force, 
such as a firearm, if a person’s life is in immediate danger. Pets, under 
state law, are considered property. That means shooting a dog because 
it is attacking your dog could land you in criminal or civil court. You 
might think you are doing the right thing, but the law may not be on 
your side.
Pepper spray and tasers might seem like safer options, but they 
come with their own risks. Pepper spray can blow back in your face, 
especially with wind. It does not always stop a dog and can actually 
make aggressive dogs more frantic. Tasers are even less reliable. Most 
do not penetrate thick fur, and if you miss, you may just provoke the 
dog further. Legally, using these tools on someone else’s dog, even in 
defense, could still lead to claims of property damage or even animal 
cruelty. The law is vague, and there are no clear protections in place for 
defending your pet with these methods.

So what are your options?
Report every incident. Always. According to Coconino County, every 
dog roaming at large should be reported. A dog should never be 
roaming without a human. Posting a photo on Facebook might help 
identify the owner, but that is not enough. Call Animal Control. You 
have no idea what you might be preventing—a future attack, an injured 
animal, or a child in danger. You could even be saving that dog’s life. 
Making the call is not just smart. It is the right thing to do.
If you or your animal is attacked or rushed, call Animal Control 
immediately. Do not hesitate. And if you are actively being attacked, 
like in the case of Clayton and Chris, call 911 as soon as possible. 
That will dispatch law enforcement, Animal Control, and medical 
responders. It takes time for help to reach Munds Park, so call quickly. 
This is why these services exist. This is what our tax dollars support. 
Use them.
Have important numbers saved in your phone, and you can always find 
them in the back of the Pinewood News. For your convenience, we’ve 
listed them here, plug them in your phone now while its on your mind.

Coconino County Animal Management: (928) 679-8756
Sheriff’s non-emergency dispatch: (928) 774-4523

Even the non-emergency line goes through dispatch and can trigger  
a response.
Use non-lethal tools that work. Carrying an air horn, a loud whistle, or 
a sturdy walking stick might sound simple, but they are highly effective. 
These tools can startle a charging dog, create space, and give you time 
to get away without escalating the danger or risking legal trouble.
Know how to act. Experts recommend avoiding eye contact with an 
aggressive dog, turning your body sideways, and speaking in a calm, 
firm voice. Do not scream or run. That can trigger the dog further. If 
a dog approaches, use your stick to create a barrier or your horn to 
surprise and stop it.
Push for enforcement. The laws to prevent attacks like the one Clayton 
and Chris experienced already exist. What is missing is accountability. 
The more reports that come in, the more pressure there is on the 
county to act. When people stay silent, dangerous behavior goes 
unchecked. Authorities cannot act on what they do not know. Every 
report matters.
This is about more than one family’s trauma. It is about public safety 
and the right to feel safe in your own community. Take action. Make 
the call. And help protect others by doing what the county is asking 
every resident to do. Call.

$450,000
17195 Acoma Place

Fully Furnished 4-Bedroom Retreat on an Oversized Lot!
This move-in-ready home is packed with features for both relaxation 
and recreation. Situated on a spacious lot, the home boasts an extended 
paver driveway and your very own custom putting green.
Enjoy cool mountain evenings on the large covered deck, or cozy up 
inside by the wood-burning stove. Home also has central a/c.

Bonus: There’s a handy storage shed for your outdoor gear and toys.

Whether you’re looking for a weekend getaway or a full-time mountain 
home, this one has it all!

Lorraine De La Cruz
Your local Munds Park Specialist

602-295-5827
www.delacruzsells.com

Turing “FOR SALE” to “SOLD” in Munds Park! 
Give me a call.



Call Rick & Ginger Today!
480-757-3429
See details at www.flatrate28.com

REALESTATE TEAM

Hire the Wild Elk Team for ZERO DOLLARS and let us negotiate the 
best deal for you and receive $1,000 toward your closing costs!

There are over 71 homes to choose from! 

Sellers: List your home for just $2,800.

SCAN to see 
Reviews!

MUNDS PARK
IS A BUYERS MARKET
NOW IS THE PERFECT

TIME TO BUY!

ATTENTION ALL BUYERS
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FALL FORAGING
The Best Mushrooms for Those Who Roam the Wild

When late summer rains sink into the soil and mornings turn crisp, the 
forests of Northern Arizona shift into high gear. Pines hold the damp 
air, the duff softens, and suddenly, mushrooms push up through the 
forest floor. Not all are edible. Some are dangerous. But three species 
stand out for their beauty, flavor, and the fact that they are relatively 
easy to recognize: golden chanterelles, lobster mushrooms, and winter 
chanterelles.

Golden Chanterelles 
(Cantharellus spp.)
How to Identify
Chanterelles are one of the most 
recognizable mushrooms of fall. Look for 
funnel-shaped caps two to four inches across, 
wavy at the edges, glowing golden yellow or 
orange against the dark duff. The surface 
feels smooth and firm. Bend down and 
breathe in. They smell faintly of apricots or peaches.  
That aroma is a signature.
Flip one over. Instead of knife-sharp gills, you will see blunt, forked 
ridges that run down the stem. This is the key difference from false 
chanterelles, which have thinner, sharper gills and lack the fruity scent.

How to Find
Golden chanterelles grow in damp, shady soil under conifers, especially 
pines and firs. They like mossy ground and the edges of old drainage 
areas where rain lingers. They usually grow scattered, not in tight 
clusters, so train your eye to look for those golden flashes under 
needles and duff. After steady rains, give it a week before heading out. 
Mushrooms need that time to push up.

Cooking Tips
Sauté chanterelles in butter or olive oil with just a sprinkle of salt and 
they develop a nutty, fruity flavor. Add them to scrambled eggs, cream 
sauces, or risotto. They pair well with garlic, thyme, and cream. Avoid 
overcooking as they toughen if fried too long.

Nutritional & Medicinal Notes
Chanterelles are a source of vitamin D2, potassium, and antioxidants. 
They support immune and bone health. Some studies suggest 
antibacterial properties, but research is still early.

Lobster Mushrooms  
(Hypomyces lactifluorum)
How to Identify
Lobster mushrooms are unforgettable. A 
parasitic fungus takes over a host mushroom, 
usually Russula or Lactarius, and transforms 
it. The cap and stem become hard and bright 
red-orange, with a rough, almost crusty surface. 
Inside, the flesh is white and solid.
Size varies, but many grow five to seven inches 
across and feel heavy in the hand. A fresh 
lobster smells earthy and faintly seafood-like. If the inside is hollow, 
brown, or crumbly, it is past its prime.

How to Find
Look for lobster mushrooms under conifers, especially where Russulas 
are known to grow. They favor well-drained slopes with rich duff and 
often appear in the same spots year after year. They tend to grow partly 
buried in the needles, so the bright orange surface is often the first clue. 
After heavy rains, they can be abundant within a week.

Cooking Tips
Because they are dense, lobster mushrooms hold up well in hearty 
cooking. Roast slices in olive oil with herbs, toss them into chowders, 
or fold them into risotto. Their firm texture also makes them excellent 
for grilling. Chop them small and sauté with onions and cream for a 
sauce that pairs with fish or pasta.

Nutritional & Medicinal Notes
Lobsters are high in fiber and provide protein, potassium, and copper. 
They do not have a long history of medicinal use, but they are a reliable 
source of nutrition and make a filling ingredient.

Trust us with challenging 
insurance needs for wildfire 
areas, flood zones, aging roofs, 
and manufactured homes!
Insuring homes in Northern Arizona is no 
easy task, but we’ve got you covered with 
an extensive network of over 70 insurance 
carriers. Together, we’ll explore a wide range 
of tailored options that fit your budget and 
needs. Secure your peace of mind today  
and call Lucky Penny Insurance!

M
U

ND

S PARK BUSINESS

ALLIANCE

PROUD MEMBER

April Plonski
Munds Park Resident Since 1990 

(602) 922-9956 
april.plonski@goosehead.com

www.MundsParkInsurance.com

PROTECTING  
YOUR HOME  
JUST GOT  
EASIER!

... Continued on page 3B

“The clearest way into the Universe  
is through a forest wilderness.” 

— John Muir
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SUDOKU
Created by Paul Mason • Solution Page 18B

LET THE SUNSHINE IN!
Brighten up your world with our top-notch 

window cleaning services. We offer:

 9 Professional Window Cleaning
 9 Expert Pressure Washing

 9 Thorough Gutter Cleaning
SPRING INTO CLEAN!  

Our May and June slots are  
filling up—don’t miss out!

EASY ONLINE BOOKING 
Visit PineCountryWindows.com  

to secure your appointment. Or call us at 
928-527-0671

PROUDLY LOCAL
Owned & Operated by Munds Park’s  

own Marilyn & Dave Kaminski and their three little 
scallywags. We love Munds Park!

Thank You for Supporting a Local Business!
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Winter Chanterelles  
(Craterellus tubaeformis)
How to Identify
Winter chanterelles, also called yellowfoot or 
trumpet chanterelles, are more subtle. Their 
caps are brown to gray-brown, one to two 
inches across, with hollow yellowish stems. 
The shape resembles a trumpet, open at the 
top and tapering below. They are thin and 
delicate compared to golden chanterelles.

How to Find
These appear later in the season, often close 
to the first frost. They favor mossy, shaded ground, especially near 
rotting wood or on damp hillsides. Unlike golden chanterelles, they can 
form generous patches, so once you find one, stop and scan carefully. 
Their muted color blends in until your eyes adjust.

Cooking Tips
Winter chanterelles have a smoky, earthy flavor. They are excellent 
in soups and stews. They dry very well and drying concentrates their 
flavor. Keep jars on hand for winter cooking, or grind them into a 
seasoning powder that lifts gravies and sauces. Sauté them with butter 
and cream for a rustic mushroom sauce that carries their  
flavor beautifully.

Nutritional & Medicinal Notes
Winter chanterelles are high in B vitamins and fiber. A few studies  
have reported small amounts of vitamin B12 in chanterelles and  
related species, but levels vary and they should not be relied on as a 
dietary source.

Why Forage?
Mushrooms offer food, but they also offer perspective. Foraging slows 
you down. You notice how the pine needles spring under your step, how 
the forest smells after rain, how quiet it can be when you are listening. 
Walking in the woods is good for your heart, your mood, and your 
patience. Even if you come home with an empty basket, you bring back 
something of value.

Respecting the Forest
Take only what you will use. Cut or twist mushrooms at the base 
instead of pulling them out. Carry them in a basket or mesh bag so 
spores can spread as you walk. Always leave part of a patch behind for 
the forest and its wildlife.
And keep your spot quiet. Mushroom hunters guard their locations 
for good reason. Too much pressure on a patch can destroy it for years. 
Protecting your find protects the forest and ensures future harvests. 
And check before you go: personal, noncommercial foraging is usually 
allowed in Coconino National Forest, but always follow current  
forest rules.

The Season Is Now
From late summer rains until the first frost, the forests of Northern 
Arizona offer golden chanterelles, lobster mushrooms, and winter 
chanterelles. They are nutritious, delicious, and distinct enough for 
a beginner to learn. Walk the woods, pay attention, and let the forest 
surprise you. Whether you bring back a full basket or just muddy boots, 
you will have stepped into one of fall’s quiet gifts.

OPEN DAILY
Wednesday 11am - 8pm

Thursday-Tuesday 8am-8pm

ORDER TO GO! (928) 286-0332
65 Pinewood Boulevard • Munds Park, AZ

JOIN US FOR
Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner
Plus, enjoy our bottle service—

carry out your favorite liquor to go!
Taco Tuesday & Mexican Food Thursday is BACK!

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC#336088 VERIFIED

Safe Shower & Bath offers home plumbing services and 
bathroom remodeling. All quotes are good for 60-days and 

we encourage you to get more quotes!

Package includes Moen rough in valve trim kit, curtain rod, 3 
cultured marble panels to approximately 78” above sub-floor. 

30” x 60” low profile pan and a 24” grab bar.

Call, Text or Email

(928) 499-1843
azsafeshower@gmail.com

ONLY $4,900!
Bath to Shower Conversion

SPECIAL FOR  
MUNDS PARK & RIMROCK!

arizonasafeshower.com

FALL FORAGING
...Continued from page 1B
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MOUNTAIN LIVING

PREPARING YOUR MOUNTAIN HOME FOR WINTER
A real-world guide for people who want peace of mind all winter.

Living in the mountains is a gift. But every long-
timer has a story of that one winter, the one 
where pipes froze, the roof leaked, or the 
heater died. If you don’t prepare your home 
like someone who’s been through it, nature 
will teach you the hard way.
Here’s how to do it right the first time.

Before the First Flake Falls
Check Your Heating System Before 
It’s Freezing Outside
If your heater hasn’t been serviced in 
the last year, now’s the time. Schedule a 
licensed HVAC technician to inspect it, 
change the filters, and ensure it’s running 
safely and efficiently. Waiting until it’s already 
cold puts you at the back of a long line. A 
simple tune-up now can prevent a breakdown 
in the dead of winter — or worse, a carbon 
monoxide leak.
PRO TIP: Many insurance policies recommend or require annual 
servicing of central heating systems. It’s not just smart, it’s 
documented protection.

Clean Your Chimney & Inspect Your Wood Stove
If you burn wood for heat, have your chimney cleaned and inspected 
annually. Creosote builds up faster at high altitudes and in colder 
climates, especially with wet or unseasoned wood. Left unchecked, it 
can ignite and cause a chimney fire. Even if you’re just using a fireplace 
for ambiance, the risk is real.
PRO TIP: Make sure your chimney cap is in place and in good 
condition to keep out critters, snow, and sparks in.

Gutter & Roof Readiness
Ice dams are the silent destroyers of mountain homes. Clean your 
gutters, inspect the downspouts, and ensure your roof sheds  
snow properly.
Have a roofer inspect for loose shingles and weak spots. One snow 
dump can weigh thousands of pounds.
PRO TIP: Avoid hiring roofers who go door-to-door drumming up 
business after storms. These quick-in, quick-out crews often aren’t local, 
may not be licensed, and rarely stick around if there’s a problem later. 
Hire one of our proven professionals instead. They know the area, stand 
by their work, and will still be here when the snow melts.

Know Where to Shut Off the Water & Sewer 
and Keep Them Clear
Don’t just “know” where your main water shutoff and sewer cleanouts 
are. Find them, clear the area around them, ensure the water valves 
work, and flag them so they can be easily located during a snowstorm.
In the middle of a storm, when a pipe bursts or a sewer line backs up, 
no one is going to dig through a snowbank for you. At least not cheaply. 
They can, and often do, charge a premium.
PRO TIP: Snap a picture of the shut-off and cleanout locations and save 

them in your phone. If someone else needs 
to shut things down for you, that photo can 
save your home.

Insulate & Drain  
Everything Outside
That hose bib? Drain it. That irrigation 
line? Blow it out. Outdoor kitchen? Shut it 
all down. Don’t trust “frost-free” anything. 
Cold finds a way.
Any pipe outside the heated envelope of 
your home should be drained or wrapped, 
preferably both.
Or better yet, hire one of our licensed 
plumbers to winterize your cabin. Having a 
professional perform the work can also help 
with insurance coverage in the event of any 
winter damage.

Line Up Your Snow Plow Guy Now
By the time it snows, it’s already too late. Every reliable plow service 
will be booked solid. Make your calls early and get a seasonal contract 
if possible.
PRO TIP: Use tall driveway markers or reflective stakes. After just 2 
or 3 feet of snow, everything disappears. Make sure your plow service 
knows exactly where your propane tank, water and sewer cleanouts, 
shut-off valves, walk paths, and driveway edges are. These areas must 
stay clear of snow so services like propane delivery and emergency 
plumbing can still reach your home. Some pros will charge extra 
or even refuse service if they have to dig through snow to access 
what should already be visible. And while we hope it’s never needed, 
emergency services also need a clear path to your home.

Prep for Power Outages Like They’re Guaranteed
Because they are. Have:

- A serviced generator
- Backup fuel
- Battery-powered carbon monoxide detectors
- Manual backup heat (wood, propane, pellet stove, wool blankets)
Pro Tip: If you’re not here full-time, install temperature and water-
leak monitors that alert you over a cell network, not just Wi-Fi.

Stack Your Firewood Right
Keep firewood off the ground and covered, but not sealed. Airflow 
matters because it prevents moisture buildup, which leads to mold, 
rot, and wood that won’t burn well when you need it most. And 
keep at least a week’s supply accessible without trekking across the 
property in a blizzard.

...Continued on next page.
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Mountain-Wise Extras Most People Forget
Seal the Gaps
Critters love warm cabins. Mice can squeeze through a hole the size of 
a pencil.
Seal around pipes, vents, crawl spaces, and eaves. Use steel wool or 
metal mesh, not just foam.
It’s not if they’ll try to get in, it’s when.

Winterize the Hot Water Heater
Whether you’re staying or not, insulate your water heater and the lines 
around it. If you’re leaving for the season, drain it properly.
This is not DIY territory. Hire a licensed plumber and get it done right. 
Burst heaters will flood homes.

Smoke & Carbon Monoxide Detectors
Test all smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. Change the batteries 
now, not later. Install at least one carbon monoxide detector near 
sleeping areas and another near your heating source. This is especially 
important if you use propane or wood heat.

Leaving for the Winter?
Your Cabin Needs Heat Even When You’re Not There
Don’t turn off your heat just because you’re heading back to the city.  
Set it no lower than 55°F and don’t rely solely on smart thermostats.
Wi-Fi fails. Power cuts out. And if your heat goes with it, so do your pipes.
PRO TIP: Install a cellular temperature monitor that sends alerts  
when indoor temps drop. Have a trusted local contact who can access 
your cabin fast if you get an alert. Some insurers now require this for 
vacant homes.

Schedule a Winter Watch
If you’re a seasonal visitor, hire a local to check your place weekly. This 
is smart and sometimes required by your insurance company.

Why You Should Hire a Professional to  
Winterize Your Cabin
If you’re not living in your cabin full-time, proper winterization is 
essential. Cold mountain nights can destroy plumbing, flood your 
home, and leave behind damage that isn’t discovered until spring, when 
it’s far too late.
That’s why hiring a professional to winterize your cabin is worth  
every penny.
Licensed plumbers know how to:
	- Drain and blow out water lines
	- Protect your water heater and fixtures
	- Add antifreeze to traps and toilets if needed
	- Secure your system so it can handle hard freezes

Insurance companies may require it. Many policies will not cover 
winter-related water damage unless the home was properly winterized. 
Hiring a licensed pro gives you documentation that can protect your 
claim if something goes wrong.
Even better, most local plumbers offer seasonal open and close services. 
They will winterize your cabin after you leave, then de-winterize it 
before your next visit. You don’t have to guess or worry. It’s one call, 
and your cabin is ready when you are.
PRO TIP: Book early. Once temperatures drop, schedules fill up fast.

Advertiser’s Who Can Help
Cabin Checks
Foose Home Repair Service

Deliver, Cut & Stack Firewood
Ontiveros Services

Ensure Your Spa Is Ready for Spring
RKT Spa & Hot Tub Services

Heater Inspection
Fiscor Heating and Cooling

Rain Gutter Clean-out Services
Elden Gutters
Foose Home Repair Service

Roof Inspections
Elevated Roofing
Essential Roofing
Legacy Roofing
Northern Arizona Roof Services

Snow Removal Services
Foose Home Repair Service
Goodfellas Junk Removal
Mario & Mario Landscaping
Steller’s
The Cabin Man

Trash Services
Goodfellas Junk Removal

Winterizing
Foose Home Repair Service (not a licensed plumber)
Pinewood Plumbing (not a licensed plumber)
Liberty Plumbing (licensed; also installs heat tape and insulates pipes)

Find Our Advertisers Online!
Find the local businesses that keep Munds Park running and support 

your community paper. Scan the QR code to connect with them.
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Visit Our Showroom
1000 E Butler Ave, Suite 104 

Flagsta� , AZ 86001

We provide exceptional service and competitive 
wholesale prices to a range of clients including 
contractors, builders, designers, homeowners, 
DIY enthusiasts, and handyman services.

For all your � ooring needs including TURF at 
only $2.10 sqft!

(928) 526-1341
� agsta� wholesale� ooring.com

8 Waterproof LVP in stock 
PLUS 4 New Colors

for UNDER 3.10/sqft—
limited supply!

Flagsta� ’s Finest, Serving Munds Park & Rimrock Too!

WOODLAND RENOVATIONS
Remodel and Repair Contractor

Additions
Decks

Minor Plumbing
Electrical

Sliding Windows
Doors

Interior & Exterior 
Remodels

Drywall & Drywall  
Repair

Call Larry McCoy (928) 814-9542
Munds Park Resident for Over 32 Years!

VERIFIED ROC# 210759 • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Environmentally friendly  |  100% recyclable
Low maintenance and beautiful  |  Superior drainage and durable

Heat reduction technology  |  Made in the USA

Synthetic Grass installations improve the lifestyle of the residents.  
From putting greens to lawn systems to play areas, no matter where you  

find a Grass365 installation, our products enhance your lifestyle.

For more information contact Jim Allison, Owner:

480.225.9680   |   jim@grass365.com  |  az.grass365.com

TRANSFORMING ANY SPACE INTO AN ACTIVITY AREA 
WITH A BEAUTIFUL LAWN OR PUTTING GREEN.

“Munds Park #1 Choice 
For Synthetic Turf”
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Carpentry 
Decks 
Eaves 
Fascia 

Gutters 
Painting 

Sheetrock 
Siding 

Skirting 
Trim 

Davis and DavisContracting
Interior & Exterior Residential Services

Call for an Estimate Today!

(928) 814-2066
www.davisanddaviscontracting.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC#302711

Davis and DavisContracting

BRING THE HALLOWEEN SPIRIT
Volunteer for Trunk or Treat!

The Pinewood Fire Department Auxiliary is excited to host a Halloween Trunk or Treat, 
and we need your help to make it an unforgettable event! We’re looking for spirited folks 
to decorate their cars with fun and creative themes and hand out candy (we’ll provide 
the treats).
We also need volunteers to help run games, lead crafts, and assist with other activities. 
It’s a great way to give back and spread some joy to our community’s children.
Candy donations are welcome, too! You can drop off any contributions at the fire station, 
Post Office, or Gail’s place at 17255 Kay Place.
If you’d like to decorate a car, volunteer, or donate candy, please  
contact Gail VanDeurzen at 623-670-0255.
Let’s come together to create a safe and fun Halloween for everyone!

When: Saturday, October 25th, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Pinewood Country Club parking lot

• Event may be postponed or canceled due to inclement weather. •

After 60 years of marriage, Dave and Carol Kasper did 
celebrate—but not just with cake and candles. In early 
August, they hit the road to Illinois and Wisconsin, 
visiting former neighbors and longtime friends, handing 
out keepsakes from their anniversary and gathering more 
memories along the way. Pictured here in beautiful Lake 
Geneva, it’s all smiles and stories, just like old times. 
Carol’s advice? Make everyday count!

AROUND THE WORLD  
WITH THE PINEWOOD NEWS

Lieutenant Colonel Bill Simon stands proudly with  
the 4th of July edition of The Pinewood News at the 

Soldiers Memorial Military Museum in St. Louis, 
Missouri. The photo was taken on July 24th— 

a quiet moment of reflection at a place that  
honors service, history, and sacrifice. A fitting  

stop for a man who understands all three..

Take Us With You!
Headed out of town? Bring The Pinewood News, snap a photo on your adventure, and 
send it to hello@thepinewoodnews.com with your name, destination, and a quick note. 
You might see it in an upcoming issue!



MUNDS PARK CHARM,
MINUTES FROM FLAGSTAFF

www.pinewoodcountryclubaz.com

Amenities

Enjoy the pleasures of Pinewood Country Club through a membership full of
activities for each member oft he family. Here at Pinewood, we have
memberships that fit the needs of any lifestyle, where long-lasting

summer memories are made.

1 8 - H o l e  G o l f  C o u r s e

H e a t e d  S w i m m i n g  P o o l

Y e a r  R o u n d  F i t n e s s  C e n t e r

T e n n i s  &  P i c k l e b a l l  C o u r t s

Y o u t h  A c t i v i t i e s

R e s t a u r a n t  &  B a r

Membership Inquiries

928) 233-8271

dzamora@pinewood
countryclubaz.com

Contact Membership Coordinator,
Daniella Zamora today!
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FLAGSTAFF ATV REPAIR & UPGRADE SHOP
 9 On-site, drop-off, or pick-up & delivery
 9 Service and parts for ATVs, UTVs & golf carts
 9 We also repair and upgrade electric bikes!

Call our friendly crew today and get back to riding!

(928) 814-8004(928) 814-8004
www.flagstaffatv.net
1150 Three Bears Loop Parks, AZ 86018

WE FIX WHAT WE FIX WHAT 
MOVES YOUMOVES YOU

ATV/OHV & GOLF CART 
SERVICE & REPAIR

From major repairs to minor tweaks, our 
professional team handles it all. 

4.2

Senior Club Championship Crowns Dion, Goldstein
The Pinewood Men’s Golf Association held their Senior Club Championship on August 9th and 
10th. The overall Champion is Gary Dion. The Net Champion is Ron Goldstein.

Men’s Golf Champions Crowned
The Pinewood Men’s Golf Association held its season long 2 man match play tournament. The 
team that survived and are the champions are Terry Allen and Jerry Callaway. Thank you to all of 
the teams that competed.

Char Lewis Wins  
Niners Tournament

Congratulations to Char Lewis who was the 
winner of the Lady Niners’ Presidents Club 
tournament in August.  Her name will be 
the next one placed on the plaque which was 
presented to her by Pinewood Country Club 
Tournament Director Damian Getejanc.

Ron GoldsteinGary Dion

THE SCORECARD

GAME HIGHLIGHTS FROM PINEWOOD COUNTRY CLUB

Glow party closes out pickleball season
Pinewood Pickleball will close its season with a glow-in-the-dark party on Sept. 7 from 7:30 to 10 p.m. at the pickleball and tennis complex. With 
construction ending play early this year, the club chose to celebrate in style.
Open to all PWCC members and their guests, the night will feature a deejay, refreshments for purchase, and plenty of neon. Attendees are 
encouraged to wear glow jewelry and other items that shine under black lights. Tickets are available at the door, with more information at the club.
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CAVCO HOMES
OVER 100 HAPPY CUSTOMERS 

IN MUNDS PARK!

$149,500
(Prices subject to change)

• Standard 12’ x 27’ 
covered deck 

• Dual pane windows
• Solid wood cabinets doors 

& drawer fronts
• Carpet Install
• 50’ utility room
• Tape and textured walls T/O
• Drywall close o� 

$109,900
(Prices subject to change)

• Dual pane windows
• Solid wood cabinets 

doors & drawer fronts
• Carpet Install
• 50’ utility room
• Tape & textured walls T/O
• Drywall close o� 

• FREE on site estimates
• Price includes delivery & set-up 

in Munds Park
• Local representative in 

Munds Park
• Semi Custom Orders 
• 100s of � oor plans to choose from
• Remove your old home and install 

new Cavco Home
• 60, 80lb roof load available

• Experienced in helping with 
insurance home replacements

• We can help with permits, 
foundations and lot prep for your 
new home.

• Land � nancing available with 
home purchase

• RV trades welcome
• FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.westgatehomesaz.com
TOLL FREE 1-800-352-3279 • 1-623-546-2045

13437 Westgate Dr • Surprise, AZ 85378

See model at Model Home Center 
Bell & Grand Ave.

FEATURES

See model at Model Home Center 
Bell & Grand Ave.

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY
Call Ken at 623-680-2345 For information

It was a pretty good year for the 14 boxes on the Pinewood Country 
Club nest box trail. One thing about 2025, we had a lot of bird diversity, 
with five different cavity-nesting species using the boxes. The nest 
boxes are spread across the 18-hole golf course, most of them set on the 
edges away from the cart paths. About half of the boxes are on pipes 
with predator baffles, and the other half are secured by screws to trees.
The boxes produced 13 Western Bluebirds, 7 House Wrens, 6 Pygmy 
Nuthatches, 6 Mountain Chickadees, and 5 Violet-green Swallows. How 
do we know this? Well, two of us took turns checking the boxes on a 
weekly basis from mid-April through mid-August, recording data in an 
app hosted by NestWatch.org. It takes a little over an hour to monitor 
all the boxes using a bike or golf cart to get around. We recorded 
when a nest was first started, usually with twigs and soft material like 
animal hair, up through the fledglings flying the coop, so to speak. The 
tiny House Wrens will take three-to-six-inch twigs and turn them 
sideways to fit through the 1-and-a-half-inch hole and then pile them 
high into the box. For the House Wren nest, it was difficult sometimes 
to even look down into the box to see if there was any evidence of 
eggs or babies. The other boxes had more of what you or I would call a 
traditional nest - a circle of twigs covered with finer material with an 
indentation for the parent to sit on the eggs.
The Pygmy Nuthatches, whose babies are like little gray puff-balls, 
used the box closest to Pinewood Boulevard. The box that is at the back 
of the golf course driving range had Western Bluebirds nest in it for 
three years straight. Sometimes when we carefully peeked inside a box, 
the mother bird was sitting on the nest, so we would have to count eggs 
or babies on another weekly check.
All in all, it was a good season for baby birds. And compared to the 
nest box trails at Kachina Wetlands and Picture Canyon, the boxes in 
Munds Park produced the most young with the most species variety. I 
think we’ll be doing this again next year!
You can reach me at margaretdyekman@cox.net or by text at 602-620-3210. 
You can read all about Backyard Birding in Northern Arizona at  
www.backyardbirdingaz.com and order the book online or get one 
directly from me. I welcome your questions, reports of sightings, and your 
suggestions for future articles.

WINGS OVER ARIZONA

NEST BOX  
TRAIL RESULTS ARE IN!

BY MARGARET DYEKMAN

Pygmy Nuthatch courtesy of Muriel Neddermeyer.



Real Estate, Wealth, Life & Legacy
Steve@valentinegroupaz.com 
(602) 854-8475 text/call 
Instagram @SteveDValentine @Mundsparkaz

Steve D. Valentine
Real Estate Strategist Serving From Phoenix to Flagstaff 

Sponsor Of The Pinewood Kids News

PIGEONS, THE BIRD YOU’VE BEEN SERIOUSLY UNDERESTIMATING
BY GEORGE, THE GREAT BRAIN

. . . Continued on page 12B

If you’ve ever seen a pigeon strutting 
across a sidewalk like it owns the place, you 
probably didn’t stop and say, “Wow, there 
goes a war hero, a letter carrier, a scientist’s 
assistant, and a symbol of peace all in one.”

But you should have.

Because that bird with the shiny neck 
feathers and potato-chip diet? It’s been 
flying missions for over 5,000 years. That’s 
right. Before we domesticated dogs, before 
cats decided they’d let us live with them, 
people were raising pigeons.

They were messengers for kings, emperors, 
and pharaohs. Pigeons delivered Olympic 
results in ancient Greece, and they carried 
royal orders across entire empires. Long 
before mail trucks and smartphones, 
pigeons were our fastest, most reliable 
messengers. They always found their way 
home, and they didn’t need batteries, signal 
bars, or lunch breaks.

And then came the wars.

In World War I, a group of American soldiers 
were trapped behind enemy lines. Surrounded. Running out of hope. 
They tied a desperate message to the leg of their last pigeon, a small 
blue-gray bird named Cher Ami. She flew through gunfire and smoke, 
hit by bullets, one leg barely hanging on. But she didn’t quit. She  
flew twenty-five miles and delivered the message. Nearly 200 lives 
were saved.

Then came World War II. One pigeon named G.I. Joe flew twenty miles 
in twenty minutes to stop a bombing that would have wiped out a 
British battalion. He got there just in time. Another, named Gustav, 
flew across the English Channel with the first news of the D-Day 

landings. These weren’t pets. These were 
soldiers with feathers.

They didn’t ask for medals. But they got 
them.

Now let’s talk doves. You know those pure 
white birds released at weddings? Those 
are a kind of pigeon. In fact, pigeons and 
doves are cousins—same family, same 
smarts, same loyalty. People use “dove” 
when they want to sound poetic. “Pigeon” 
when they want to blame someone for the 
crumbs on the patio. Truth is, both birds 
are symbols of peace, love, and endurance 
across many cultures.

And they’ve earned it.

Pigeons aren’t just brave. They’re brilliant. 
Scientists have taught them to recognize 
words, pick out individual letters, and even 
spot cancer cells in microscope slides. They 
remember faces. They can tell art styles 
apart. They know left from right and up 
from down and, most importantly, home 
from not-home.

And when they bond with a human, they remember them for life.

Some pigeons make incredible pets. They’re quiet, calm, curious, and 
clean, once you get the hang of pigeon diapers or a tidy outdoor coop. 
They won’t bark at the mail carrier, and they don’t claw the furniture. 
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They coo. They nuzzle. They preen. Some even like watching television.

Plus, pigeons are excellent for people who can’t have dogs or cats. 
They don’t mind small spaces. They don’t need to be walked. They’re 
happy to perch on your shoulder while you read a book or do your 
math homework.

And if you’re wondering whether pigeons love you back—yes. They 
choose mates for life. They cuddle. They defend their eggs like tiny, 
feathered bodyguards. And when they decide they trust you, it’s 
personal.

So the next time you see a pigeon pacing outside a café, don’t roll your 
eyes. You’re looking at a bird that’s flown through war, delivered news 
that changed history, inspired peace, and still knows how to share a 
sandwich crust with style.

PIGEONS
... Continued from page 11B

TRY THIS!
Make a “Pigeon Hall of Fame” poster. Include Cher Ami, G.I. Joe, and 
Gustav, or invent your own hero bird. Give them names, missions, and 
medals. Include dates, distances, and dramatic last-minute saves. Your 
wall might not be ready for this level of avian bravery, but it would be a 
fun project!

WHAT GEORGE THINKS
We praise lions for being fierce, dogs for being loyal, and owls for 
being wise. But pigeons? They just keep showing up, quietly brilliant, 
stubbornly loyal, and always underappreciated. Maybe it’s time we 
noticed.

Until next time, keep your brain curious and your pencil sharp.

—The Great Brain

GRAB YOUR CRAYONS: LET’S TALK ABSTRACT ART
Most art looks like things you know, like a tree, a cat, or a superhero. Abstract art is different. It uses colors, shapes, and lines  

to show ideas or feelings instead of copying the real world.

Think of it like music. You don’t need words to enjoy a song, you just feel it. Abstract art works the same way, and there is no “right” answer.

So as you color this page, let your imagination take over. Use wild colors, bold patterns, or anything you like. You are not just coloring,  
you are creating your own abstract art.
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Pigeon
Dove
Cher Ami
G.I. Joe
Gustav
Peace
Loyalty
Messenger
Soldier
Empire
Pharaoh

Feathers
Brilliant
Scientist
Home

PIGEONS ARE GREAT WORD SEARCH
Search up, down, forward, backward, diagonal to find the hidden words. 
Answers page 22B

FIND 16 HIDDEN OBJECTS!
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WORD SEARCH
Solution Page 22B

Achievement

Assembly

Benefits

Boss

Business

Celebration

Compensation

Conscientious

Diligence

Equity

Expectations

Family

Foreman

Growth

Industrious

Job

Loyalty

Merit

Observance

Organization

Parade

Parttime

Picnic

Pledge

Pride

Productive

Quality

Requirement

Rights

Safety

Salary

Secure

September

Slog

Summer

Supervisor

Toil

Union

Unite

Value

Wage

Arizona North  
Tree Service

Hazardous tree removal and  
tree trimming for over 19 years. 

Services Include:
• Dead Wooding

• Tree Thinning
• Tree Pruning 

• Wildfire Fuel Reduction

Call Mike Welch Today  
for a FREE Estimate

928-286-2522
AZNorthTree.com

Licensed, Insured, reliable   
& professional service.

Medicare 
Questions?

Stacey Sabo, Licensed Agent

Call me anytime, I can help!
602-730-6315 
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STAY COOL & FLOWING WITH CONFIDENCE! 
Our HVAC & Plumbing heroes are here to help:

 9 Expert AC installations, repairs, and plumbing services.
 9 Routine maintenance for optimal home performance, from air to water.
 9 Advanced heat pump systems for extreme conditions.
 9 Leaky faucet or clogged drain? We’ve got you covered!

Trust us to ensure your home’s comfort, inside and out.
Contact us for fast, reliable HVAC and plumbing service.

CALL 928-300-4002 TODAY
HOURS: Monday - Friday 7am-4pm

ARIZONA GAME AND FISH

VIGILANCE URGED DURING ONGOING CANINE  
DISTEMPER OUTBREAK

Virus detected in coyotes, & foxes in Maricopa 
County; pets should be fully vaccinated
Yes, this outbreak is happening in Maricopa County—but don’t let the distance 
fool you. Every day, dogs from the Valley make their way up to Munds Park, 
and the highly contagious canine distemper virus could easily hitch a ride. Pet 
owners here should take precautions now.
The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) has been receiving an 
increasing number of reports in recent weeks of sick or disoriented coyotes 
within residential neighborhoods, parks and green spaces.
Laboratory testing has confirmed the diagnosis of canine distemper, a 
highly contagious and often fatal viral disease that affects the respiratory, 
gastrointestinal and nervous systems of both domestic and wild animals, 
primarily canids.
While distemper cannot infect humans, it poses a serious risk to unvaccinated 
dogs and certain wildlife species. Pet owners should ensure their animals are 
fully vaccinated, keep dogs on a leash, and avoid contact with wildlife.
Infected coyotes and foxes may display unusual behavior such as a lack of 
fear toward humans, stumbling, seizures, or discharge from the eyes and 
nose. The virus spreads through direct contact, airborne droplets, and shared 
food or water sources. It’s important to note that canine distemper cannot 
be distinguished from rabies based on clinical symptoms. To that point, it’s 
important to avoid approaching or touching wildlife, and report any sick or dead 
animals to AZGFD.
The department recommends:
	- Keeping pets up to date on vaccinations.
	- Avoiding feeding or handling wildlife.
	- Supervising pets outdoors, especially near areas with wildlife.

AZGFD will continue to monitor the outbreak and work closely with animal 
health partners to minimize risks and transmission. Contact your pet’s 
veterinarian for more information on canine distemper.
To report sick or dead wildlife, call the department’s 24-hour  
hotline at 623-236-7201.

Photo by Steve Byland 



THE GREAT OUTDOORS

Be “Bear Aware” Over Long Holiday Weekend
BY ARIZONA GAME & FISH

FEATURED PROPERTIES

$300,000
1020 E Caribou 

Munds Park

2/2 400 sq ft deck, split floor plan, 
Gorgeous kitchen, spacious great room, 
plenty of storage & great yard space. .

 MUNDS STARTER

View properties at ValentineGroupAZ.com

$555,000
1230 Caribou, Munds Park

Walk to the national forest from this 
meticulously maintained 2012 Cavco. Just 
over 1500 sq ft, open great room, forest-
view kitchen, ample storage, and space to 
relax, host, or explore right outside.

FOREST LOT

$725,000
13650 N 70th Ave

Single-level in Crown Pointe! 4 bed/3 
bath, 2500+ sq ft on 17,000 sq ft lot. 
Pebble tech pool/spa, RV parking, 3-car 
garage, room to expand, HOA allows 
trailers. Big upside—bring your vision!

1,350,00
7122 W Redfield

NW Peoria
3700 sq ft fully renovated 5 bed/4 bath 
with gourmet kitchen, vaulted ceilings, 
landscaped yard, space for pool, shop, 
or guest house. Renovation by Boss Lady 
Red—see ad on page 24A.

PEORIA, AZ ½ ACRE RENOVATED

$200,000
856 Hillside 
Munds Park

2/2 plus bonus addition. Great lot 
location on semi cul de sac. Perfect for 
new build or new manufactured home.

$500,00
17680 Mormon

Munds Park
Quiet Near acre lot tucked in the pines. 
Perfect place to build your dream home 
in Munds.

FIX UP NEAR ACRE
$625,000
410 E Turkey Tr 

Munds Park

Adorable. 1300 sq ft Cabin is ready to 
make memories and income! Updated 
and in incredible condition 3bd/2bth 
Vltd Ceilings Grt rm plan covered deck 
and Storage shed.

ADORABLE

$275,000
6804 Turquoise

Peoria
1000 sq ft 2bd/1 bath 2 car garage 
investment opportunity Fix up needs repair

FIXER UPPER
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Alan John Kitchen, born September 25, 1934, 
in North Tonawanda, New York, passed 
away at age 90 on May 23, 2025, in Phoenix, 
Arizona.
At just 17, Alan joined the United States Air 
Force — fudging his age on the paperwork 
because he was determined to serve his 
country from 1952 to 1956. He served as a 
cryptographer while in Frankfurt, Germany 
for two years. After his service, he studied 
Ceramic Engineering at Alfred University in 
New York and graduated in 1960.
Alan began his career working in ceramic 
engineering plants, became a small business 
owner in 1975, and continued to work as a 
handyman well into “retirement.” There was 
hardly a home he and his wife, Ilse, lived in 
that didn’t showcase his handiwork—furniture 
he built, rooms he renovated, projects he 
tackled with care and skill.
He was preceded in death by his beloved 
wife, Ilse Doerler Kitchen, and his sister, Sally 
Maxson. He is survived by his children: Lisa (Chris) Baker, Linda 
Kitchen, Mark (Paula) Kitchen, and Marlene (Luke) Brandemuehl; 
grandchildren: Jessica (Drew) Kessler, Paul (Margot) Kitchen, Anna 
(Luke) MacGregor, Jennifer Baker, Sarah Seitz, and Heidi Seitz; and 
great-grandchildren: Cameron Kessler and Emerson Kessler.
From his teenage years Alan believed in Jesus. He lived his life devoted 
to the Lord, exhibiting the Fruits of the Spirit in all circumstances. He 
and his wife loved being a part of church choirs and he was always 
committed to a Bible Study.

Alan was the definition of a family  
man—coming home from work to wrestle 
with his four young children, always involved, 
always present. He was also an athlete: high 
school badminton champ, Air Force basketball 
player, and undefeated family cornhole 
tournament contender.
His kids carry with them the life skills he 
passed on—how to use a saw, how to tie a knot, 
how to be a kind and decent person. To his 
grandkids, he was “trouble”—in the best way. 
Playful, mischievous, and full of fun.
Alan loved the outdoors. He could often be 
found working in the yard, taking long walks 
in the woods, or camping. He left his mark on 
every place he lived, and even more so on the 
people who knew and loved him.
Alan’s Celebration of Life Service will occur  
on September 20, 2025 at 1 pm at Munds  
Park Community Church, with light 
refreshments afterwards.

For those who wish to make a donation in Alan’s name and memory, 
you can give to:

Munds Park Community Church (Benevolence Fund)
P.O. Box 18382

Munds Park, AZ 86017

IN LOVING MEMORY
Alan John Kitchen

September 25, 1934 — May 23, 2025

J & W Excavating Services
A full-service civil contractor, J & W Excavating delivers top-tier results with the experience to 

back it up. Licensed, bonded, and insured—because peace of mind matters.

Excavation & Construction Services
• Land and Lot Clearing
• Hillside Lot Construction
• Building Pad Construction
• Grading and Drainage
• Concrete and Paving
• Operator-Assisted Equipment Rentals

Equipment Services
• Dozer
• Excavator
• Backhoe
• Ramhoe
• Truck & Equipment Transportation

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Mark at 480-589-7288

30 Years of Experience • 15-Year Munds Park Resident
ROC #124858 VERIFIED
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Created by Paul Mason • Solution Page 22B

ACROSS
1. Years and years  
5. Smoothie berry  
9. Plod along
13. Perry Como’s “___ Loves 
Mambo” 
14. Self-esteem
16. NASA scrub
17. Axis of ___ 
18. Heat-resistant glass 
19. Hydrox alternative 20. 
Get hold of
22. Sushi wrapper
24. Sylvester, to Tweety 
25. Ball field covering
26. Perks like health care 
31. Bath powder 
35. Tokyo, formerly
36. Shade of color 
38. Wind-___ (carried by 
the wind) 
39. Wine barrel plug 
41. Eastern V.I.P.’s
43. Milldam (4)
44. Neptune’s realm
46. Trim to fit, maybe 
47. Luau dish
48. Gasoline, in England 
50. On the way out 
53. Hard work
55. Anderson’s “High 

___” 
56. Pre-cable need 
59. Sounded, as a tugboat 
horn
63. Pinocchio, at times 
64. Primitive calculators 

67. Hourly pay
69. Two-dot punctuation 
70. Excursion 
71. Bassoon, e.g.
72. Saturn feature 
73. Emcee 

DOWN
1. “Planet of the ___” 
2. “I ___ at the office” 
3. Cast-of-thousands 
film 
4. Respectful greeting 
5. Hankering
6. Boo-hoo
7. Balloon filler
8. That is, in Latin
9. Winter truck attachment
10. Elders’ teachings 
11. Curved molding
12. “Well done!” 
15. Priest’s permission to 
leave the diocese
21. Battle of Britain grp. 
23. Saudi, e.g. 
26. Jazz genre
27. Bring out
28. Fair-sized musical 
group
29. “A Brief History of ___” 
(Hawking’s 1988 bestseller) 
30. Like some remarks 
32. French pancake 
33. Workers’ group 
34. Kind of system 
37. Barber’s job 
40. A band worn to hold

42. Letting stand 
45. “High” time
49. Physics lab device, 
for short
51. Aussie hopper, for 
short
52. Increase in size 
54. Work hard
56. Apple spray 
57. “Good one!”  
58. Domestic
60. Hawaiian tuber 
61. Protection
62. Firm part: Abbr. 
65. ___ Baba
66. Bamboozle
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Aries, March 21 - April 20
Aries, September challenges you to 
focus that fiery energy on leveling 
up. The stars are rooting for you 
to finish what you’ve started—
whether it’s a project, a goal, or 
simply organizing your life. This 
isn’t about slowing down;

it’s about channeling your drive into 
meaningful wins. Embrace the fresh, crisp 
energy of fall to power your ambitions. Oh, and 
if you need a little extra motivation, pumpkin 
spice lattes count as rocket fuel. Let’s go!

Leo, July 23 - August 22
Leo, September invites you to 
explore the art of playfulness. 
You’re always the one in charge, 
but this month is about letting 
loose and rediscovering what 
makes you laugh. Try something 
unexpected—join a trivia night, 

master a goofy TikTok dance, or challenge 
friends to a bake-off (bonus points if it’s messy). 
The stars remind you that leadership isn’t just 
about effort; it’s about inspiring joy. Your glow 
shines brightest when it’s fueled by fun.

Sagittarius, Nov 23 - Dec 21
Sagittarius, September wants 
you to embrace the season’s 
spontaneity. Say yes to last-minute 
plans, whether it’s a fall festival, 
a road trip, or simply running 
through a corn maze (bonus if you 
don’t check the map). The

stars say adventure doesn’t have to be grand—
it’s about finding joy in the unexpected. And if 
your adventurous spirit inspires others to tag 
along? Well, that just means more hands for 
pumpkin hauling.

Taurus, April 21 - May 20
Taurus, fall is practically your 
love language, and September is 
your time to shine. Cozy sweaters, 
warm drinks, and a slower pace 
are exactly what you need to 
recharge. This month, focus on 
creating comfort—both in your 

space and in your relationships. The stars say 
a heart-to-heart over tea (or pie) could bring 
unexpected joy. And if anyone questions your 
third blanket purchase? Tell them you’re 
“investing in your happiness.”

Virgo, August 23 - September 22
Virgo, September says: “Take a 
bow.” Your hardworking nature 
has carried you through, and 
now it’s time to celebrate the 
harvest of your efforts—literally or 
metaphorically. The stars suggest 
a mini victory lap, whether it’s 

treating yourself to a fancy dinner or just 
basking in the satisfaction of a job well done. 
And if anyone points out something you 
missed? Remind them that even the most 
perfect pumpkins have a few bumps.

Capricorn, Dec 22 - Jan 20
Capricorn, September encourages 
you to balance ambition with 
gratitude. Take a moment to 
reflect on how far you’ve come 
this year—hint: it’s further than 
you think. Celebrate the wins, no 
matter how small, and use 

them as fuel for what’s next. The stars suggest 
a gratitude practice (yes, even you can try it), 
because acknowledging what you have is the 
best way to invite more. And remember: even 
mountains look beautiful from a picnic blanket.

Gemini, May 21 - June 21
Gemini, September’s crisp air 
brings a fresh start, and your 
curious mind is ready for it. 
Dive into a new class, podcast, 
or project that gets those wheels 
turning. The stars suggest you’re 
most energized when you’re 

learning, so make this month about feeding 
your curiosity. And if you decide to share your 
newfound knowledge with everyone you know? 
Well, that’s just part of your charm. Just try not 
to turn trivia night into a TED Talk.

Aquarius, Jan 21 - Feb 18
Aquarius, September is your 
reminder that connection doesn’t 
always require Wi-Fi. The stars 
encourage you to unplug and 
reconnect with your people—call 
a friend, host a game night, or 
just enjoy a heart-to-heart. Your 

unique energy lights up any room, and others 
are craving your company. Besides, the world’s 
problems can wait an hour or two while you 
laugh over cider. Bonus: hugs are optional, but 
highly recommended.

Libra, September 23 - October 22
Libra, September invites you to 
find beauty in the transitions. 
Whether it’s embracing a 
wardrobe refresh, redecorating 
your space, or saying goodbye to 
an outdated mindset, this is your 
season of refinement. The stars

suggest that a little change will breathe new 
life into your world. Bonus points if it involves 
warm tones and twinkle lights. Oh, and don’t 
forget—you’re the designer of your life, so 
make it as stunning as your Instagram grid.

Scorpio, Oct 23 - Nov 22
Scorpio, September whispers: 
“Get grounded.” The stars suggest 
connecting with the earth—take 
a hike, plant something, or 
just enjoy the crunch of leaves 
underfoot. This isn’t about losing 
your edge; it’s about finding 

balance. You’re unstoppable when your 
intensity is paired with calm focus. Plus, 
grounding yourself might just spark a new idea 
or two. And no, staring broodingly at a bonfire 
doesn’t count as “connecting with nature”—but 
it’s a start.

Pisces, Feb 19 - March 20
Pisces, September is about 
bringing your dreams to life. 
The stars suggest turning one of 
those dreamy ideas into reality—
whether it’s redecorating a corner 
of your home, starting a creative 
project, or finally planning that 

autumn getaway. You have a gift for turning the 
ordinary into something magical, so trust your 
instincts. And if it doesn’t go perfectly? That’s 
just part of your whimsical charm. Fall is your 
season to make magic happen.

Cancer, June 22 - July 22
Cancer, September invites you 
to soak in the sentimental vibes 
of fall. Whether it’s organizing 
a family dinner or revisiting an 
old tradition, this month is about 
strengthening your connections. 
The stars encourage you to lean 

into nostalgia without getting stuck in the 
past. A little comfort food and a heartfelt 
conversation will warm your heart—and maybe 
someone else’s too. Bonus: baking counts as 
both therapy and bonding time.

HOROSCOPE

WHAT THE STARS HAVE IN STORE FOR SEPTEMBER
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PET SERVICES

MOBILE PET GROOMING
Bella’s Pet Grooming

602-621-2903 • Foosemobile@keemail.me

TO ADVERTISE
Contact us at 928-286-9827 or 

 Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com

HAULING

15 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL
The local choice with a professional touch.

480-532-3084 • www.azgoodfellas.com

HANDY SERVICES

FOOSE HOME REPAIR
Servicing Munds Park & Rimrock

 928-456-3413 • fooserepairs@protonmail.com
 Not a licensed Contractor

SUMMIT PAINTING LLC
Professional Interior & Exterior Painting Services

CALL 928-853-7475

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Tree & Yard Work • Hauling • Plumbing • Carpentry

CALL JOHN 928-951-6532 - Not a licensed 
Contractor

ONTIVEROS SERVICES
Pine Needle Clean Up • Yard Work • Cut Firewood

CALL JOSE 928-514-9901

THE HANDY DANDY MAN PETE
Home Repairs • Local • Professional • Dependable

Call 928-542-6387

ELECTRICAL

MIRACLES ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Munds Park Local • ROC#317085

747-218-1060 OR 818-248-1240

TREE SERVICES

C&M TREE SERVICES
Professional Tree Service

Check out our 5 Star Google Rating!
(928) 277-3920 • cmtreeaz@gmail.com

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS
Drain Cleaning • Winterization • Kitchens & Baths

PINEWOOD PLUMBING

CALL
Greg Holley, Owner

(928) 600-6172
Not a Licensed Contractor

MIKE’S FLOOR COVERING
Commercial, Residential & Houseboat Flooring
Free Estimates • Ceramic • Carpet • Vinyl Plank • Hardwood

(928) 699-3655
weimaster1@msn.com

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

4025 E Huntington Drive, Suite 120 • Flagstaff, AZ 86004
Munds Park Resident for 24 Years! • Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC206317

Excavating and Grading • Utility Trenching 
 Fill Dirt and Gravel • Calvert Installation

Call Buzz Today!
(928) 607-5932

Munds Park Resident • References Available • Not a licensed Contractor

BUZZ’S BACKHOE

LELAND ROOFING
30 Years of Service

Residential & Commercial
Shingles • Repairs • Flat Decks

Call for a FREE Estimate Today
Jeff Leland Owner

Cell (928) 699-8517
Of� ce (928) 226-8175

SERVING ALL OF 
NORTHERN ARIOZNA

ROC# 178580 
Class K4
 Bonded
 Insured

SMART SCREEN SOLUTIONS  
Made to Fit Your Space and Style

• Custom window screens
• Sliding & Retractable Screen Doors
• Roll-Down Shades
• Retractable awnings

Call Today 602-380-4130
ScreenProAZ@yahoo.com

www.RetractableScreensAZ.comLicensed, Bonded, Insured 
ROC #236111 Verified

FERAL FLOWER
GARDEN DESIGN & LANDSCAPING

Contact us today for a 
FREE ESTIMATE 

to create  your dream space!

(928) 963-0254
Feralflowergarden@gmail.com

Instagram: Feral Flower Garden
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GET THE BEST RESULTS FOR YOUR TREES
Call Mario & Mario Landscaping & Tree Service!

TREE PRUNING We prune according to your and the 
tree’s needs, removing deadwood, raising the canopy, and 
promoting a healthy tree and growth.

TREE REMOVAL When trees need removal for health 
proximity or safety reasons, we will carefully and safely 
remove your trees.

TREE INSTALLATION Want to plant a new tree? Rely on 
Mario and Mario to help choose the most productive and 
aesthetically pleasing spot for it.  

Mario and Mario  
Landscaping & Tree Service

(928) 282-3118

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC# 165704

We offer experienced and qualified 
tree services throughout all of  

Munds Park and surrounding areas.

NEW & RE-ROOFS
SHINGLES • METAL • PORCH ROOFS

REPAIRS 
CHIMNEY & SKYLIGHT LEAKS  

ICE DAMS • VENTILATION

Contact Steve Lemons

(928) 707-1024
EssentialRoofingCompany@gmail.com

Munds Park Resident Since 1980
Bonded & Insured | License ROC 198120

Red 
Desert 
Electric, 
Inc.
Serving Satisfied 
Customers Since 2003

Jeff Doyle 
623-293-1452
Serving Northern AZ

Bonded • Insured • ROC#193022

DO YOU KNOW 
WHERE YOUR 
KEYS ARE?
CALL
Bill’s Lock Shop
(928) 699-8868
Serving Munds Park

Just Moved?
Re-keying is the safest 
thing to do!

Ask about a lock  
check-up!

Solar Shingle Experts - Get 30% Tax
Credit on your New Solar Shingle Roof!

Tax Credit ENDS December 31st.

ReRoof - New Roof - Repairs

AZ ROC License #253824LegacyRoofingNow.com

(928) 882-0882

4.8/5 Stars
100+ Reviews
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SUDOKU
Solutions

WORD SEARCH
Solutions

CROSSWORD
Solutions

MUNDS PARK COMMUNITY CHURCH

A DECADE OF FAITH, HOPE, & LOVE
Honoring Pastor Steve’s Service to Munds Park

BY SANDEE CAVINESS

After ten years of faithfully serving Munds Park Community Church, 
Pastor Steve is retiring. Not because he wanted to. He made that clear. 
But because his health is telling him it’s time, and because he cares 
more about the well-being of the church than holding on for himself.
Pastor Steve has never been about titles or attention. He’s been about 
people. About showing up, listening, praying with you when things were 
hard, celebrating when things were good, and always pointing us toward 
hope. He preached the word of God with clarity and conviction. But 
more than that, he lived it quietly, humbly, and with a heart wide open.
For our family, Steve has been a steady, guiding voice. His words 
reached us in ways we didn’t expect. He helped bring us closer to God 
not through pressure or preaching, but through honesty, kindness, 
and a deep belief that every person matters. He reminded us that faith 
isn’t about pretending to have it all together. It’s about leaning into 
something bigger when you don’t.
We know we’re not the only ones. Steve has touched so many lives 
here. He’s married couples, comforted grieving families, baptized those 
ready to share their faith, and stood beside people during the hardest 
moments of their lives. He made our community feel like home. He 
made church feel like family.
This paper has been one of the ways he shared his heart. With every 
issue, readers could count on a message that felt grounded and relevant, 
something that reminded us what really matters and maybe brought us 
a little closer to Jesus. And though he’s stepping down, we’ll keep this 
space open for the new pastor to carry on the tradition of speaking to 
our readers. The work Pastor Steve has done here doesn’t end with him. 
It lives on in this community.
Pastor Steve, from your Munds Park family, we can’t thank you enough. 
We pray this next chapter brings you cheering in the stands for the 
D-Backs, days full of relaxation, recovery, and plenty of time with Sara 
and the kids. You’ve given this community so much. Now it’s time to 
enjoy the life you’ve helped so many of us find.

Pastor Steve and his wife Sara

KIDS WORD SEARCH
Solutions

Please Join Us 
as we honor Pastor Steve for  

36 years of ministry.

Open House: Saturday, October 11, 2–4 pm

Munds Park Community Church
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WHO HANDLES WHAT IN COCONINO COUNTY

BECAUSE GOOGLE DOESN’T ALWAYS KNOW THE MOUNTAIN WAY.
Spot an error or missing contact? Let us know: Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.

Dark Sky Ordinance & Lighting Inspections

Coconino County offers Support for Keeping Our Sky’s Dark

Lighting Inspection
Request an inspection of your exterior lighting. It includes a written report. Fees 
are $55/hour plus mileage, two-hour minimum. Email Mark for details at 
mstento@coconino.az.gov.

Code Violation Report
Notice illegal lighting? File a report here at www.coconino.az.gov and search for 
Code Violations and Enforcement.

Fixture Review
Not sure if a light is compliant? Send it in for review at mstento@coconino.az.gov.

Still Have Questions?
Email or call Mark Stento, Code Enforcement Compliance Manager, 
at (928) 679-8856 or mstento@coconino.az.gov

Domestic Animal & Wildlife Services

Loose Dogs, Nuisance Complaints, or Dog Bites
Coconino County Animal Management ..................................................  (928) 679-8756

For serious attacks or issues, call the Sherifs Office .............................  (928) 774-4523

Rabies Concerns (Pets or Wildlife)
Coconino County Animal Management ..................................................  (928) 679-8756

Report sick or aggressive animals immediately—especially if foaming, staggering, 
or behaving unusually.

Found a Stray?
Do not approach if the animal appears aggressive. If safe, confine the animal and 
call Animal Management for pickup or next steps.

The Pinewood Fire Department has microchip scanners. You can bring the animal 
to the firehouse or call ................................................................................... (928) 286-9885

High Country Humane ................................................................................... (928) 526-0742

Note: Coconino County has leash laws. Dogs must be under control at all times—
even in rural areas.

Injured or Dangerous Wildlife
Arizona Game & Fish (Flagstaff Region) ................................................... (928) 774-5045

Weekends & after hours call .........................................................................  911

Don’t feed wildlife. Keep trash secure. Report encounters with bears, mountain 
lions, or sick animals.

Loose Livestock
Department of Agriculture (press 1) .........................................................  (800) 294-0305

Environmental & Emergency Services

Illegal Dumping in Forests or Waterways
Environmental Quality Reporting Line ....................................................  (928) 679-8886

(press 1 to leave a message) Reports can be made anonymously.

Flooding Concerns
Coconino County Call Center: ..................................................................... (928) 679-8525

Emergency Planning and Real-Time Updates

Coconino County Emergency Management ......................................... (928) 679-8311

Email: emergencymanagement@coconino.az.gov

Fire-Related Concerns
Illegal Campfires on National Forest Land
Coconino National Forest Dispatch Center ............................................  (928) 527-3552

Coconino County Sheriff’s Non-Emergency Dispatch ........................ (928) 774-4523

(press option 1) Provide detailed location information, such as forest road numbers 
or GPS coordinates, when reporting.

Illegal Campfires (private property) during Fire Restrictions
Coconino County Sheriff’s Non-Emergency Dispatch ........................ (928) 774-4523

(press option 1) Applicable to unincorporated areas of the county.

Fire Restrictions Information
www.coconino.az.gov/2595/Fire-Restriction-Information

Off-Highway Vehicles (OHVs)

Reckless Driving, Trespassing, or Noise Complaints
Coconino County Sheriff’s Non-Emergency Dispatch ........................  (928) 774-4523

(press option 1) to report OHVs off designated routes, speeding near homes, or 
damaging property.

Short-Term Rental Questions & Complaints

Loud Parties, Parking Issues, Trash or Other Nuisances
Coconino County Sheriff’s Non-Emergency Dispatch ........................ (928) 774-4523 
(press option 1) For immediate issues with noise, trespassing, blocked roads, or 
safety concerns.

Ongoing STR Violations or Registration Questions
Coconino County Short-Term Rentals Compliance Officer, 
Tristan Dowse ....................................................................................................  (928) 853-5340

Know Your Rights: Short-Term Rental owners must give their contact details to 
Coconino County and provide them in writing to adjacent neighbors. If you live 
next door and never received this information, call the County STR Compliance 
Officer to confirm the property’s registration. For unresponsive owners, recurring 
disturbances, or suspected unregistered rentals, report the issue to the County or 
the Sheriff’s Office.



Last Chance
To Get a 30% Tax Credit on your new

Solar Shingle Roof.
Customers who get a new Shingle Roof with Solar Shingles qualify for a 

30% Tax Credit on the Entire ReRoof Cost. After Dec 31st all solar tax 
credits are ending! 

This is your Last Chance to get a New Roof that will 
Literally Pay For Itself! 

AZ ROC License #253824

(928) 882-0882Call For a Free
Inspection & Estimate

LegacyRoofingNow.com

4.8/5 Stars
100+ Reviews




