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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR & STORY TIPS!
The Pinewood News welcomes feedback and story tips from our readers. We 
encourage comments on any subject or article we publish. We will consider 

publishing received letters, except those that invade privacy or are libelous. All 
letters must be signed and include an address and phone number for verification. 

Note that letters may be edited for space and clarity.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Genna & Sandee Caviness, Editors & Publishers
928.286.9827 • Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com

PO Box 18977, Munds Park, AZ 86017
ThePinewoodNews.com

ADVERTISE WITH US!
For advertising contact us at 928.286.9827 or 

Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.

GET YOUR LOCAL PAPER 
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

Chevron
Coldwell Banker Realty

Kota’s Coffee House
Mountain Dreams Realty

NiMarcos Pizza
Pinewood Bar & Grill

Pinewood County Club
Pinewood News Office

RV Park
Satchmo’s Roadhouse

Shell Gas Station
The Outpost (Post Office)

Wine Tasting & More
The next issue of the Pinewood News on stands, Sept. 18th

PROTECT THE NIGHT

ENJOY OUR DARK SKIES

Moon Meets Mars | September 6
Early risers can catch a waning crescent Moon near Mars before dawn. 
Look east toward Gemini in the hours before sunrise.

Moon & Jupiter | September 8
Another good reason to get up early: a very thin crescent Moon will 
appear close to bright Jupiter in the eastern sky before sunrise.

New Moon | September 10
The Moon turns new at 8:27 p.m., giving Munds Park beautifully dark 
skies. The nights surrounding September 10 will be some of the best of 
the month for stargazing and spotting the Milky Way.

Moon & Venus | September 14
Look west just after sunset for a slim crescent Moon paired with 
brilliant Venus. Both should be bright enough to see while twilight is 
still fading.

Autumn Begins | September 22
Fall officially arrives in Arizona at 5:05 p.m. with the September 
equinox. From here, our nights continue getting longer, which is pretty 
good news if you like stars.

Harvest Moon | September 26
September’s full Harvest Moon reaches peak illumination at 9:49 a.m. 
Arizona time. Watch for it rising in the east around sunset that evening. 
Saturn will also be nearby in the night sky.

One of the best things about Munds Park happens after dark. Our community enjoys remarkably dark skies, which means more stars, a brighter 
Milky Way and a night sky that many places have lost to excessive artificial light. Take a look at this month’s celestial events, find a clear night and 
enjoy the show overhead.
Have questions about Dark Sky rules in Munds Park? Bring them to the Munds Park Town Hall on September 17 (see details on page 10A).  
A representative from Coconino County will be there to explain what the rules mean, answer questions about outdoor lighting and help clear up 
some of the confusion about what is and is not allowed.

Neptune at Opposition | September 25–26
Neptune reaches opposition, placing Earth between the distant planet 
and the Sun. This is the best time of year to see Neptune, but you’ll 
need a telescope or good binoculars and a finder chart to pick out the 
tiny blue world.

Find Cassiopeia | ALL MONTH
Look toward the northeast for Cassiopeia and its unmistakable 
W-shaped pattern. It climbs higher as the evening progresses and 
makes a handy guide for finding the Milky Way stretching through our 
September sky.

“You know, it’s not just the quiet, or how clean the air feels. 
 It’s that when you look up, you can see the sky the way it was  

created to be... magnificent.”



928-286-9171 • cbnorthland.com 

Natalia Robles
REALTOR®

928.606.2778
natalia@cbnaz.com 

928-286-9171 • cbnorthland.com 

Regina Bailey
Associate Broker

928.699.7069
Regina.Bailey@ProvidentAZ.com

Becky McBride
Designated Broker/Owner

928.606.1385
Becky@� agsta� realestate.com

 $499,000
865 E. Hillside Dr.

Renovated mountain cabin, 
2 bed/2 bath, vaulted ceilings, 

quartz breakfast bar, new 
appliances. Primary suite with 

wood-burning � replace; guest 
bath soaking tub. Fenced 

backyard, new Trex decking, 
mature pines. New PEX plumbing, 

electrical, roof. Minutes from 
Snowbowl skiing and trails.

Deavin Sedillo
REALTOR®

928.679.5505
sedillo.d.r@gmail.com 

 $399,995
1455 E. Pinewood Blvd.

Cozy Munds Park chalet bordering national forest, 
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, wood-burning stove, deck 
with forest views, split-level layout, built 1978.

$745,000
17820 Supai Rd.

Private cul-de-sac home overlooking Pinewood 
Country Club’s � rst hole, with panoramic golf-
course and hillside views, wraparound decks, 

four-car garage, updated cabinetry and excellent 
remodeling potential.

$699,000
1080 E. Munds Canyon Rd.

Perfect summer getaway on a beautiful treed lot 
bordering Munds Canyon, with a spacious living 

room, wood-burning � replace and newer electric 
furnace for mountain nights.



Built on Legacy. 
Trusted for Generations.
Goettl’s High Desert Mechanical is a 
family-owned company rooted in a legacy of 
craftsmanship, integrity, and doing the job right 
the fi rst time. What started as a commitment to 
quality has become a standard our community 
relies on.

We’re here to protect your investment.
For many families, a mountain home or cabin 
isn’t just a weekend retreat. It’s where holidays 
are spent. Where grandchildren learn to fi sh. 
Where memories turn into traditions.
Homes like that deserve more than quick fi xes 
and budget shortcuts.
 They deserve experienced technicians.
 They deserve quality systems.
 They deserve work that lasts.

That’s what we deliver. 
So don’t settle, get Goettl’s.

(928) 228-5209 
www.GoettlsHDM.com

Licensed - Family Owned - Insured - ROC#097859, 095880VERIFIED

Trusted Heating & Cooling Services
for Four Generations
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Local Highlights     7A
This is where locals come for verified updates, 
thoughtful community news, and information 
they can trust.

Things To Do & See     14A
Local events, good outings, and perfectly valid 
reasons to ignore the laundry.

Shaken & Stirred in Pinewood     17A
Before the coolers get emptied and the cabins get 
closed, there’s time for one more round. The Long 
Weekend is bright, easy and made for stretching 
summer just a little longer.

HOMEMADE & WONDERFUL     19A
Summer corn doesn’t need much help, but butter, 
smoke and a little mischief certainly can’t hurt. 
Three easy finishes take it from the grill straight 
to the Labor Day table.

TRAVEL   20A
One coin in Trevi Fountain was supposed to bring 
Stacey Wittig back to Rome. Seven return trips 
later, she’s still finding reasons to believe it.

GARDENS IN THE PARK     23A
September is one of northern Arizona’s best 
planting months. Warner’s Nursery shares what 
to plant now, from cool-season vegetables and late 
bloomers to trees, shrubs and spring bulbs.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES   3B

LOCAL INK     4B
Three original stories from members of our 
community, each with a voice, a memory and a 
story worth sharing.

Book Review     11B
After Wilbur Budd dies at 81, a mystical train 
offers him one impossible chance to relive his 
most meaningful memories. But when the rule not 
to interfere starts to crack, so does everything he 
thought he knew about his own life.

WINGS OVER ARIZONA   15B
Red-winged Blackbirds have lost a third of  
their population since 1970, but simple steps  
like collision-proofing windows, keeping cats 
indoors, and skipping rodenticides can help  
turn that around.

Community Calendar
AA Meetings - Feel Better!

Munds Park Community Church
Every Monday, 6 p.m.

17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

Pilates
Senior-friendly Pilates classes are held weekly

Mon: 10 to 11 a.m. & Wed: 11 a.m. to noon
Munds Park Community Church 

17670 S. Munds Ranch Rd
For details, contact Chris Woolley at: 

760-688-6452 or ChrisWoolley06@gmail.com

Munds Park Community 
Church Services

Services Sunday, 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

Munds Park Town Hall
All residents are encouraged to attend. 

Stay informed. Your presence 
and participation is essential!

Thursday, September 17
6:30 p.m. • The New Fire House

Pinewood Fire Department 
Auxiliary meeting

The Community is Welcome!
Tuesday, October 6

6:30 p.m. • 17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

Pinewood Fire 
District Board Meeting

Public Welcome
Tuesday, September 15

3 p.m. • 475 E Pinewood Blvd

Pinewood Sanitary District 
Board Meeting

Public Welcome
Thursday, September 10

3 p.m. • 18075 Fairway Dr
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LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS

BUILDING ON A GOOD THING
The Munds Park Town Hall, moving forward together.

...Local Highlights continued on page 9A

THE GOOD LIFE, COMMUNITY & MOUNTAIN LIVING SINCE ‘93

Name:           

Address:          

City:       State:     Zip:    

Phone:           

LEAVING MUNDS PARK 
FOR THE WINTER?
Take the Pinewood News with you!

Seasonal residents can have all 8 winter issues mailed 
directly to their Valley or winter home.

PREFER THE FREE DIGITAL EDITION?  
Scan the QR code to receive  
Pinewood News by email.

8 winter Issues
October through March

$2400

Includes mailing

Winter Mailing Address

Make Check Payable to 

The Pinewood News
 PO Box 18977

Munds Park, AZ 86017

Mail by October 4
To receive all 8 

issues.

We asked the community what would make the Town Hall more useful, 
and the answers gave us a pretty clear direction.
The biggest finding may be who is not attending. Nearly two-thirds of 
respondents have never attended a Munds Park Town Hall. Some did 
not know the meetings were being held, while many others said they 
would consider attending.
So, first things first:

The next Munds Park Town Hall is 
Thursday, September 17, at 6:30 p.m.  

at the Fire House.
And we are already making changes.
Residents told us they want Town Hall focused on the issues affecting 
Munds Park right now, with less repetition, more time for questions 
and useful updates from returning agencies. The strongest preference 
was for a brief update followed by one important issue in greater detail, 
with agencies presenting only when there is something new to report.
That is where we are headed.
There was no clear preference for one meeting format, but most favored 
meetings of about an hour to 90 minutes. Many also said the length 
matters less than whether the information is useful.

What do you want to talk about?
Short-term rentals topped the list, followed by wildfire and evacuation 
readiness, public safety, forest health and emergency communications. 
Residents also want updates on county projects, water and sewer 
infrastructure, road maintenance, APS outages and flood mitigation. 
Written comments added dark sky compliance, unsafe use of ATVs, 
side-by-sides and e-bikes, property maintenance, noise and loose pets, 
and ways to become more involved in the community.
Several people also raised a very practical question: When there is 
a problem, who should residents contact, and what can that agency 
realistically do about it?
Every issue participants raised in the survey has come before the Town 
Hall, many of them repeatedly over the years. That in itself is worth 
noting. Some are longstanding concerns with no simple answer. Others 
keep resurfacing often enough that it may be time to ask whether there 
is more we can actually do. The survey did not give us a new list of 
problems. It showed us which ones are still with us.
Residents also want to hear from more of the organizations working 
within Munds Park. The Pinewood Property Owners Association 
received the strongest interest, followed by the Munds Park Business 
Alliance, Munds Park Trail Stewards and CERT.

What is new, is the call for more follow-through.
One of the clearest results was what residents want to happen when 
a serious issue requires more than discussion. More than eight in ten 
respondents supported forming a working committee to work toward 
real solutions.



(928)286-9335 

 

Mountain Dreams Realty 
www.mountaindreamsrealty.com 

 17280 S Big Sky Dr - $632,000 
Perfect Family Retreat 

2,067 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 4 Baths 
  Great Room, Vaulted Ceiling 

Granite, Stainless Steel Appliances 
Laminate Flooring throughout 

Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 

 17840 S Highland Pl - $498,000 
Spectacular Panoramic Views 
End of a long Dead-end-Street 

A-Frame Cabin, 10,248 SqFt Lot 
1,528 SqFt, 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath 

“As-Is” Priced to Sell 
Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 

 1415 E. Bobcat Cir - $575,000 
 Animal Hill cabin with Garage  

1,178 SqFt on 7,332 SqFt Lot 
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms 

Jacuzzi Hot Tub 
Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 
or Beth Hausman 623-570-3076  

 405 E Cedar Wood Dr - $434,000 
Brand-New - Never Lived In 

1,760 SqFt, 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
Large living Rm, Vaulted Ceiling 

Large Covered Deck 
Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 

 440 E Navajo Rd - $850,000 
Rare Opportunity on Navajo Road 
 1,820 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 

 Fireplace, Large Deck Backs   
14th Hole, 2 Car Garage 

Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 
or Beth Hausman (623)570-3076 

REALTOR® 
Bob Joncas 

Associate Broker 
(928)853-8542 

REALTOR® 
Cheri Buchholtz 
Associate Broker 

(602)291-1631 

REALTOR® 
John 

Sharapata 
(480)695-8929 

REALTOR® 
Cheri 

 Moore 
(928)286-9335 

REALTOR® 
Sharon 
Treat 

(602)717-4414 

REALTOR® 
Andy 

Buchholtz 
(928)286-9335 

REALTOR® 
Catherine 
Maschue 

(818)429-3362 

REALTOR® 
Rob 

Moore 
(928)286-9335 

REALTOR® 
Elizabeth 
Hausman 
(623)570-3076 

REALTOR® 
Debi Bright  

Associate Broker 
(928)699-7703 

 17370  San Carlos Dr - $689,000 
Turn-Key & Furnished 

1,969 SqFt, 3 Bedrms, 2.5 Baths 
Rustic, Modern & Updated 

Sunroom + Large Deck, Garage   
Call Pat Moore (928)853-4529 

 17310  Big Sky Dr - $439,900 
Absolutely Beautiful 

1,405 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
Brick Pavers / Fenced Yard 

Heavily Treed Lot - Large Deck 
Call  Debi Bright (928)699-7703 

Vacant Land 

 140 E Hunter Pl - $375,000 
End of Cul de Sac 

867 SqFt, 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
Large Covered Front Porch 

Roof Replaced in 2024 
 Call Debi Bright (928)699-7703 

 17755 S Iron Springs Rd - $199,000 
All Utilities & Sewer Tap Are In 
Call Pat Moore (928)853-4529 

  
17375 Crystal Brook Pl - $192,000 
End of Cul-de-Sac 10,500 SqFt,  
Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 

 
17035 S. Teal Place - $195,000  

Cul-de-Sac 5,375 SqFt Lot  
Call Debi Bright (928)699-7703 

 46 E. Oak Dr - $245,000  
.92 Acre  Incredible  View Lot 

Call Debi Bright (928)699-7703 

 1100 E Coyote Rd - $359,000  
 This is the right price!!!   

1,296 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
Full Laundry Room, with W/D 
Primary Bath has Shower + Tub 

 Large Front Covered Deck 
Call Debi Bright (928)699-7703 

 17075 S. Deer Run - $425,000  
 ''cute as a button''  

816 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath  
Move-in Ready, Mostly Furnished 

Front Covered Deck 
Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 
or Beth Hausman 623-570-3076  

 17215 Creekside Pl - $499,900 
 PARK LIKE SETTING - 9,000 sf Lot 

End of Cul-de-Sac 
1,272 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
Large Kitchen & Large Living Rm 

2 Sheds, Brick Pavers, Garden 
Call Debi Bright (928)699-7703 
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LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS
...Continued from page 7A

...Local Highlights continued on page 10A

About Streaming The Town Hall
We know this isn’t the answer everyone was hoping for.
We know there are legitimate reasons some folks cannot attend. 
Munds Park is a second-home community, and not everyone is here 
year-round. That is also why Town Hall meetings are held during the 
summer season, when the greatest number of homeowners are here.
For those who are here, we think showing up matters.
We understand the request for streaming. There’s real convenience in 
being able to join from home, and we don’t take that lightly. But some 
things are simply better when people are together.
The Town Hall is one of them.
Sitting in the room with your neighbors, asking your question and 
having a conversation, hearing someone else ask a question you had 
not thought of, and meeting the people actually doing the work in 
this community are all different from watching it through a screen. 
Watching a meeting is not the same as taking part in one.
Munds Park is one of those rare places where community still shows up. 
It is part of the good feeling we have when we are here. We know one 
another, we look out for one another, and showing up always makes a 
difference. We can think of no better place to honor that than the  
Town Hall.
And for those who cannot be there, the Pinewood News will cover the 
meeting in detail in the following issue, so you can read what happened 
at your leisure.
That commitment to making good use of everyone’s time is also why 
we take the survey seriously. The survey didn’t tell us Town Hall 
needs to be reinvented. It told us where we can improve. We also have 
a responsibility to make good use of the time residents give us, and 
the survey helps us do that by refocusing future meetings around the 
issues and questions the community said matter most.
Keep it current and focused, but leave room for questions and bring 
the right people into the room. When Munds Park identifies a serious 
problem, create a path toward doing something about it.
We can do that.
The next Town Hall agenda is on page 10A.
The 2026 Munds Park Town Hall survey received 82 responses. Percentages are 
based on those who answered each question.

JOIN US IN GIVING BACK 
MUNDS PARK FOOD DRIVE!

Pinewood Country Club’s annual Food Drive benefiting the  
Flagstaff Family Food Bank  
runs August 30 through the end of September.
Donations may be dropped off in collection boxes in the Pinewood 
Country Club lobby, 395 E. Pinewood Blvd.
Suggested items include tuna or chicken, nuts, trail mix, crackers, 
protein bars, peanut butter, pasta, canned goods, microwavable meals, 
diapers, toilet paper, toiletries, pet food and grocery gift cards.
Financial donations are also welcome. Checks may be left at the front 
desk, payable to Flagstaff Family Food Bank (Tax ID #86-0708380). 
Please write “Pinewood Country Club Food Drive 2026” on the check.
Learn more at hotfoods.org.
Every donation helps. Thank you for helping take care of our Northern 
Arizona neighbors.
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LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS
...Continued from page 9A

870 E Beaver Pl
$575,000
Experience effortless mountain living in this beautifully 
updated 4-bedroom, 2-bath Munds Park retreat, tucked 
away on a quiet cul-de-sac and designed for comfort 
and functionality. Thoughtfully refreshed throughout, 
the home features a stunning new kitchen, beautifully 
remodeled bathrooms, new flooring, fresh paint, and 
a spacious primary suite with an oversized shower. 
Step outside to a beautifully landscaped, fully fenced 
backyard—perfect for entertaining, gardening, or 
simply relaxing in the crisp mountain air. Turnkey and 
move-in ready, this inviting split-floor-plan home is the 
perfect blend of modern updates and mountain charm. 

Nancy Shelton 
Associate Broker

928-856-0152
NancySheltonRealtor@gmail.com

Jesse Calvin 
Realtor

928-606-4628
JesseSCalvin@gmail.com

Scan to see  
property details  

and photos.

Preparing for Winter
By Fire Chief Josh Tope, Pinewood Fire Department
Chief Josh Tope will help residents get ahead of the season with 
practical advice drawn from the calls the Pinewood Fire Department 
sees most often when winter arrives. He’ll cover safer winter driving, 
heating appliance inspections, simple steps to prevent emergencies 
at home, and what short-term rental owners should consider before 
guests arrive. He’ll also update the community on any new happenings 
with the department.

Protecting Our Night Sky
By Mark Stento, County Code Enforcement Compliance Manager
What does it actually mean to live in a Dark Sky community? Mark 
will explain the outdoor lighting ordinances, what residents can do to 
help protect our night sky, and what steps to take when a neighbor’s 
lighting becomes a problem. He’ll also clear up some of the common 
confusion around Dark Sky requirements and answer questions from 
the community.

County Issues That Matter to Munds Park
By Tammy Ontiveros, Coconino County District 3 Supervisor

Short-Term Rentals
Short-term rentals remain one of the issues residents ask about most. 
Supervisor Tammy Ontiveros will discuss where things currently stand, 
what authority the County has, how complaints and enforcement are 
handled, and what residents should know when a rental property is 
creating an ongoing problem in their neighborhood.

Abandoned RVs and Encampments
Abandoned RVs and long-term encampments, particularly on public 
lands around Munds Park, continue to raise questions about safety,  
fire risk, sanitation and enforcement. Ontiveros will explain who  
has jurisdiction, what the removal process looks like, which agencies  
are responsible, and what residents should do when they encounter  
a problem.

What’s Ahead for the Munds Park Business Alliance
Mike Shrake, President, Munds Park Business Alliance
The Munds Park Business Alliance has been part of the community for 
many years, and now it is being reorganized under new leadership with 
new ideas taking shape. Mike Shrake will introduce what’s ahead, how 
the Alliance hopes to support local businesses and the community, and 
how business owners can get involved. If you own a business in Munds 
Park, this is a good opportunity to learn more. Residents will want to 
hear what is coming too, because several of the plans are designed to 
benefit the community as a whole.

Preparing for the 2026 Elections
By Whitney Juszczak, Coconino County Elections Department
The Coconino County Elections Department will provide an overview 
of the 2026 election cycle, including the July 21 Primary Election and 
November 3 General Election. Come learn how you can support your 
neighbors as an election board worker.

MUNDS PARK TOWN HALL AGENDA
Thursday, September 17, 2026

6:30 p.m. • Pinewood Fire House
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Mountain Getaway with 
Room for Everyone
$619,000
Experience mountain living in this beautifully 
renovated 4-bedroom, 2.5-bath Munds Park retreat 
with a versatile split-level floor plan, perfect for 
guests or extended family. Recent updates include a 
completely remodeled kitchen, new LVP flooring, and 
fresh interior and exterior paint, while two wood-
burning fireplaces create a cozy ambiance on chilly 
mountain days. Large front and back decks, a fenced 
backyard, RV space and ample parking make this 
turnkey retreat perfect for relaxing, entertaining or 
enjoying as a second home.

Nancy Shelton 
Associate Broker

928-856-0152
NancySheltonRealtor@gmail.com

Jesse Calvin 
Realtor

928-606-4628
JesseSCalvin@gmail.com

Scan to see  
property details  

and photos.

Looking for a 
local business?

Easy peasy.
Find our advertisers at  

ThePinewoodNews.com.

WOODY’S PROGRESS REPORT
Last issue, we confirmed that Deanne, owner of Wine Tasting & More, is working 
toward an agreement that could eventually move the wine bar into Woody’s. The 
important words remain “working toward”. No contract has been signed, no deal 
is done and nobody is popping corks just yet.
Still, the tips continue to come in. Our latest tip arrived with a photograph of the 
demolition crew working at the old Giant gas station in Flagstaff and this report: 

“Rumor. The wrecking crew from the old Giant gas station in Flagstaff is coming 
to Woody’s near you.” We have no confirmation that the crew is headed south, but 
after months of watching Munds Park’s finest example of blight with forest views 
sit stubbornly unchanged, a demolition crew anywhere within reasonable driving 
distance is enough to get our attention.
Of course, if Deanne gets the contract signed and Woody’s really does get a new 
life, we may eventually have to retire our surveillance operation and turn our 
investigative talents toward another local mystery. We are confident Munds Park 
will provide one. In the meantime, however, nobody is packing up the binoculars.
Until somebody puts ink on that dotted line, Woody’s Progress Report remains 
very much in business. Genna will not be hanging up her wigs just yet. She 
remains on the case, watching Woody’s closely, gathering intelligence and 
maintaining a completely unnecessary level of secrecy, considering Deanne is 
perfectly willing to talk to us. But we have an investigative reputation to uphold, 
and frankly, being incognito is more fun.
Keep the tips coming to Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com. We’re not done yet!



TRUSTPOINT ELECTRIC & AIR
(928) 465-2898
Trustpointaz.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
ROC #348988 • ROC #361103

Arizona owned  
and operated

Upfront Pricing

Repair Lifetime  
Guarantee

100% Satisfaction 
Guarantee

YOUR BREAKER BOX
AND YOUR THERMOSTAT

HAVE SOMETHING 
IN COMMON.

TrustPoint takes care of both.

ELECTRICAL • HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING
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PINEWOOD PLAYERS  
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Pinewood Players has awarded $7,000 in college scholarships to four 
students with strong ties to its youth theater program.

Gavin Craig received $2,000 and is studying Business 
Analytics at the University of Central Florida, with hopes 
of one day working in analytics for the Phoenix Suns. He 
participated in Pinewood Players Drama Camps for two 
years and graduated cum laude.

Lennon DiCello received $2,000 and will study Accounting 
with a minor in Art at Maricopa Community College. A 

four-year Drama Camp participant, he played the Cat in 
the Hat in Seussical Jr. and graduated cum laude.

Kyle Jones received $1,000 and is studying Hospitality 
with a minor in Business at NAU. A longtime Drama 
Camp participant, Kyle spent many years helping with 
tasks and activities that supported the program. He has 
also volunteered with the Pinewood Fire Department and 
Pinewood Property Owners Association.

Sophia Sima received $2,000 and is studying  
Elementary Education at Northern Arizona University. 

A four-year Drama Camp participant, audiences may 
remember her as Gertrude McFuzz in Seussical Jr. and 

Mrs. Bucket in Willy Wonka.

Congratulations to all four students, and to Pinewood Players and its 
supporters for continuing to invest in Munds Park’s young people.

LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS
...Continued from page 10A

APS BILL HELP AVAILABLE FOR 
MIDDLE-INCOME ARIZONANS

A temporary state program is offering APS customers who may earn 
too much for traditional assistance programs help with their electric 
bills. Power AZ is available to households earning up to the state’s 
median income, including a one-person household with gross monthly 
income up to $4,894 and a family of four earning up to $9,412 a month.
Those who qualify may receive up to $640 in standard assistance,  
with up to an additional $500 available for households facing an 
eligible financial crisis. Funding is limited and APS says it may expire 
in September.
Applications are available through Arizona’s A-to-Z Arizona Portal.  
For help applying or to request a paper application, call 1-866-494-1981, 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

ARIZONA ROAD DEATHS FALL AGAIN
Arizona saw fewer traffic deaths for the third year in a row, continuing 
a welcome downward trend on roads across the state.
According to ADOT, 1,156 people were killed in traffic crashes in 2025, 
down 5.2% from the year before. Total crashes also fell 4.4%, from 
123,535 in 2024 to 118,052 in 2025.
Speed, alcohol impairment and failure to use seat belts or helmets 
remain among the leading factors in fatal crashes. Alcohol-related 
deaths dropped more than 11%, and motorcycle fatalities also declined.
The numbers are moving in the right direction, which is good news. 
Let’s keep them headed that way. Slow down, buckle up, stay sober 
behind the wheel and give the road your full attention.
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THINGS
TO DO 

& SEE!
SPONSORED BY

LIBERTY PLUMBING

EVERY MONDAY!
BINGO AT THE 
COUNTRY CLUB
Bingo at the Pinewood Country 
Club! This event is open to 
everyone—no membership 

required. Come enjoy a fun night with neighbors!
Time: 6 p.m., every Monday
Location: Pinewood Country Club

FRESH PRODUCE & LIVE MUSIC!
Your weekends just got fresher— 

join us for farm-fresh produce & more every 
Saturday at 17777 S Munds Ranch Rd!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
PINEWOOD COUNTRY 
CLUB CRAFT FAIR
Pinewood Country Club is 
hosting a Labor Day Craft Fair and 
inviting local vendors to show 
off their handmade goods to the 
community. All are welcome, and 

vendor spaces are available.
Time: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: Pinewood Country Club
Contact: Daniella Zamora, 928-233-8271, 
dzamora@pinewoodcountryclubaz.com

EVERY SATURDAY
KARAOKE AT 
PINEWOOD 
RESTAURANT & BAR
Nothing says small-town Saturday 
night quite like friends, a good 
song, and someone brave enough 
to take the mic. Join DJ Ruben for 

karaoke every Saturday.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: 65 Pinewood Blvd

MUNDS PARK

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
PINEWOOD FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 
AUXILIARY GOLF 
TOURNAMENT
The Pinewood Fire Department 
Auxiliary Golf Tournament returns 

to Pinewood Country Club for a 4-person scramble 
open to members and non-members. All money raised 
supports the Pinewood Fire Department and the 
citizens of Munds Park.
Location: Pinewood Country Club
Admission: $185 per player
Deadline to Enter: September 21, 2026
Contact: Cheri Schultz, 310-686-5168, 
PFDA.pres@gmail.com

BEYOND THE PARK
FRIDAY-MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4-7

COCONINO 
COUNTY FAIR
The Coconino County Fair returns 
to Fort Tuthill County Park over 
Labor Day weekend with exhibits, 
entertainment, carnival fun, food, 

animals, and plenty of fair favorites for the whole family.
Time: See website for details
Location: Fort Tuthill County Park, Flagstaff
Details: coconinocountyfair.com
Admission: See website for details

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
MUNDS PARK TRAIL 
STEWARDS
Help improve the trails that 
keep Munds Park moving. MUTS 
volunteers will continue work on 
the Rocky Road OHV motorized 
trail realignment at Horse Park. 

Work at your own pace, enjoy the forest, and stay for a 
free lunch afterward.
Time: 8 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. NOTE:  The meeting time has 
changed to 8:00 a.m. We are meeting little early since 
we must carpool 25 minutes to Horse Park.
Location: Meet at Pinewood (240) Trailhead
Details: RSVP by September 5 at  
mundstrailstewards@hotmail.com. Bring long 
pants, sturdy shoes, weather-ready clothing. 
Water and trail equipment are provided. Check 
mundsparktrailstewards.com for updates.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
OKTOBERFEST 
CELEBRATION
Munds Park Community Church is 
hosting a free Oktoberfest evening 
for neighbors, friends, and families. 
Enjoy German food, live music, a 
fire pit, games for all ages, and a 

little community spirit under the pines.
Time: 4-8 pm
Location: Munds Park Community Church,  
17670 S. Munds Ranch Road
Details: Bring a friend, or two, or three!
Admission: This event is free, including the good food!

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10-13
YAVAPAI COUNTY FAIR 
RETURNS TO PRESCOTT
Worth the drive for a classic county 
fair with livestock, exhibits, food, 
rides, and family-friendly fair fun. 
One of Arizona’s longest-running 

fairs, it began in 1913 as the Northern Arizona State Fair 
and still feels rooted in local tradition.
Time: Thur-Sat, 9 am-10 pm; Sunday, 9 am-6 pm
Location: Prescott Rodeo Grounds 
840 Rodeo Drive, Prescott
Details: yavapaifair.com
Admission: Check website for details

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
FLAGSTAFF MUSIC 
FESTIVAL
Worth the drive for a full day of 
local music in downtown Flagstaff. 
This free, family-friendly festival 
celebrates Flagstaff bands while 
raising awareness and funds for the 

Haven Walker Music Scholarship Fund, which supports 
area student musicians.
Time: Noon-10 pm
Location: Heritage Square, 6 E. Aspen Ave, Flagstaff
Details: flagstaffmusicfestival.com
Admission: Free

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
BEGINNER  
ARCHERY CLINIC
Worth the drive for anyone curious 
about archery, no experience 
needed. This hands-on morning 
clinic covers equipment, safety, 

range etiquette, and beginner skills at the Fort Tuthill 
Archery Range. Just show up ready to learn and have fun.
Time: 9 am-noon
Location: Fort Tuthill County Park Archery Range, 2446 
Fort Tuthill Loop, Flagstaff
Details: Pre-registration required 
Admission: $29

Leash up before you head out.
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FREEFREE
SAFETY
INSPECTIONS

We are finding an alarming 
amount of safety violations 

in Munds Park. Be sure 
your home is protected 

and schedule a free 
inspection with Liberty 

Plumbing today.

WATER HEATER

$1000FF

STOP WASTE VALVES

$500FF

(928) 851 - 7773
Contact us:

www.libertyplumbingaz.com

Learn More 
www.HighMountainTrailRides.com

(928) 354-2359
1991 South Mormon Lake Rd 

Mormon Lake, 86038

Located 40 minutes from Munds Park, just off Forest Rd
240 near Mormon Lake, an easy scenic drive!

Horseback Riding Adventures
SEASON OPENING! 

MAY 15, 2026

You’re just one   
horseback ride away 

 from a great day! Equal Opportunity Provider and Permittee of the U.S. Forest Service  
in the Coconino National Forest, Flagstaff Ranger District

 AZ High Mountain
Trail Rides at

 Mormon Lake

  

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18-20
PICKIN’ IN THE PINES
Head to Flagstaff for three days 
of bluegrass and acoustic music, 
camping, workshops, jamming, 
children’s activities and a band 
contest. The 20th anniversary 

lineup includes The Infamous Stringdusters, Blue 
Highway, Kitchen Dwellers and more.
Time: Gates open 9 am daily. Music begins 10 am 
Friday and Saturday, 9:30 am Sunday.
Location: Pepsi Amphitheater 
2446 Fort Tuthill Loop, Flagstaff
Details: See website pickininthepines.org

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
CORNUCOPIA: 
FLAGSTAFF FALL 
FESTIVAL
Worth the drive for a full fall day in 
Flagstaff with entertainment, food, 
local vendors, and activities for all 
ages. Families can make an easy 

afternoon of it at Thorpe Park, with plenty to browse, 
taste, and enjoy.
Time: 11 am-6 pm
Location: Thorpe Park Ball Fields, 
560 N. Thorpe Road, Flagstaff
Details: flagstaffarizona.org
Admission: $10; kids 12 and under $5;

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, SEPT 12-13 & 19-20
OAK CREEK ARTS & 
CRAFTS SHOW
Worth the drive for an easy Sedona-
area art stop. Browse paintings, 
photography, pottery, jewelry, 
Native American art, food booths, 

and live music at Bell Rock Plaza in the Village of Oak 
Creek. A good day trip for shoppers and art lovers.
Time: 10 am-5 pm
Location: Bell Rock Plaza, Village of Oak Creek Sedona
Details: oakcreekartsandcraftsshow.com/shows
Admission: Free

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
FALL SPLENDOR 
SEDONA-VOC GARDEN 
TOUR & COMMUNITY 
GARDEN FEST
Worth the drive for gardeners and 
anyone curious about high-desert 

landscaping. Tour five Sedona-VOC gardens, then visit 
the free Community Garden Fest for vendors, Master 
Gardener lectures, a pollinator garden, and Rotary BBQ.
Time: 7:30 am-2 pm
Location: Big Park Community School 
25 W. Saddlehorn Rd, Sedona
Details: Tour maps are emailed to paid garden tour 
attendees the day before the event. Community 
Garden Fest requires no reservation.
Admission: Visit www.extension.arizona.edu/yavapai-
county-garden-tours

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPT 25-OCT 4
FLAGSTAFF FESTIVAL OF SCIENCE

Worth the drive for curious kids, 
grown-ups, and anyone who still 
asks “why?” This 10-day festival 
brings free science events to 
Northern Arizona, including 
workshops, lectures, guided hikes, 
hands-on activities, and programs 

for all ages.
Time: Varies by event
Location: Various locations in Flagstaff
Details: Full schedule at scifest.org
Admission: Free. Some events may require registration 
or tickets due to space limits. Check schedule for details.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
HOPE FEST ARIZONA
Hope Fest Arizona is a free, faith-
based community outreach 
festival with live music, speakers, a 
Hope Serves Resource Fair, family 
activities, and a car and motorcycle 

show. It connects guests with service organizations 
supporting veterans, first responders, families, and 
vulnerable neighbors.
Time: 10 am-10 pm
Location: Yavapai County Courthouse Plaza,  
120 S. Cortez Street, Prescott
Details: Music lineup, speakers, volunteer information, 
and schedule at hopefestaz.com
Admission: Free



BROKEN
 SPRING?
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SHAKEN & STIRRED IN PINEWOOD

THE LONG WEEKEND

Time For a New Roof? 

{928) 882-0882 
LegacyRoofing Now.com 

AZ ROC License #253824 

Delaying the investment is going to cost you. 
Roofing materials and labor costs are steadily 

rising and that's unlikely to change soon . 

Curious as to what 
a ReRoof Costs? 

Scan the QR Code to 
get an Instant Quote! 
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Labor Day is the weekend when Americans 
honor the dignity of work by doing 
absolutely none of it.
In Munds Park, this responsibility is taken 
seriously. Grills are lit, coolers are stocked, 
somebody has invited six people over and 
somehow 14 have arrived.
It is also the last big weekend of summer, 
or at least it feels that way. The afternoons 
are still warm enough for the deck, but the 
evenings have begun making their case 
for a sweater. Soon after, people will start 
packing cars, closing cabins and promising 
they’ll be back soon. Some will. Some won’t 
make it back until the snow is gone.
So before everybody starts stacking patio 
chairs and talking about winterizing pipes, 
there is still time for one more proper 
summer drink.
This one starts with tequila, and the bottle 
you choose will change the character of 
the drink. Blanco tequila is clear, usually 
unaged, with a brighter, more distinct 
agave flavor. Reposado rests in oak for a 
few months, which softens it and adds a 
little vanilla, spice and warmth. Añejo spends considerably longer in 
the barrel and becomes darker, richer and better suited to sipping.
For The Long Weekend, a good blanco or reposado works beautifully. 
Blanco keeps the drink crisp and summery; reposado makes it rounder 
and a little warmer as the evening cools off. Neither choice is wrong, 
which is exactly the amount of pressure anyone should face on a three-
day weekend.
Fresh pink grapefruit gives the drink a slightly bitter edge that tequila 
loves, lime wakes everything up, and a little agave takes off the sharp 
corners. Soda keeps it light enough to enjoy while dinner is still on the 
grill without forgetting that dinner is still on the grill.

Ingredients
	� 2 oz. good blanco or reposado tequila
	� 1½ oz. fresh pink grapefruit juice
	�½ oz. fresh lime juice
	�½ oz. agave nectar
	� 1½ to 2 oz. club soda
	� Good ice, Crystal Ice is the best
	� Coarse salt, optional
	� Grapefruit wedge

The Method
For a salted rim, run a lime wedge around 
half of a tall glass and dip it lightly in coarse 
salt. Salting only half lets everyone decide 
how much they want without committing to 
it for the next 20 minutes.
Fill the glass with Crystal Ice. Add the 
tequila, grapefruit juice, lime juice and 
agave to a shaker with the ice and shake 
until well chilled. Strain into the prepared 
glass, top with club soda and give it one 
gentle stir. Garnish with a grapefruit wedge.

Taste before serving. Grapefruit varies wildly in sweetness, so 
another small squeeze of lime or a touch more agave may be needed. 
Cocktails, like potato salad and family gatherings, occasionally require 
adjustment.
Then take it outside and enjoy. There will be plenty of time Tuesday for 
answering emails, making lists and remembering all the things that 
were supposed to get done after Labor Day.
Until next time, sip responsibly and enjoy!
The Long Weekend was created for Shaken & Stirred in Pinewood, with a nod to the 
classic Paloma.



PROUD TO LIVE IN AND SUPPORT
MUNDS PARK

Call for a home insurance quote today!

HOME   |   AUTO   |   LIFE   |   BUSINESS   |   FARM & RANCH

Geoffrey Weiss, Agent
Geoffrey D Gross Agency Inc
ggross@amfam.com
(480) 820-0077

American Family Mutual Insurance Company S.I. & its Operating Companies, Life Insurance underwritten by
American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783

©2022 21178 – Rev. 10/24 – 27966433-MOD
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HOMEMADE & WONDERFUL

CORN ON THE GRILL

GOOD COFFEE. FRESH FOOD.
A FRIENDLY PLACE TO GATHER.

Proudly pouring locally roasted 
Firecreek Coffee & Espresso

Specialty teas, plus Chai & Matcha Lattes

Pastries Baked Fresh in house Daily

Biff’s Bagels from our friends in Flagstaff  
The Famous Kota’s Breakfast Sandwich

...plus more breakfast favorites

Lunch Sandwiches, Melts, & Paninis

SERVING EVERY DAY! 7am-2pm
All tails welcome.

(928) 286-2331
17680 S. Munds Ranch Rd. 

Munds Park, AZ 86017

NEW! BUDDY’S HOT DOG CART!
¼-lb all-beef New York-style dogs.

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
11AM–2PM, OR UNTIL SOLD OUT

Make it a Buddy’s Bundle with chips and a soda!

There are foods that improve with careful 
technique, expensive ingredients and a little 
patience. Corn on the cob is not one of them.
Give it a hot grill, enough butter and a few 
good things to roll around in, and it will 
take care of itself.
That may be why grilled corn belongs at the 
end-of-summer cookout. It can sit beside 
burgers, steaks, chicken or whatever else is 
getting its turn over the fire, with no fuss.  
A little char gives it those smoky edges that 
make grilled corn worth grilling in the  
first place.
For Labor Day weekend, start with four ears 
of fresh corn and choose your favorite way 
to finish them. Or make all three. Nobody 
has ever complained about too much corn.

Grill the Corn
Heat the grill to medium-high. Grill the corn, turning every few 
minutes, until the kernels are lightly charred but still crisp and juicy. 
Corn only asks for one bit of restraint: don’t overcook it. The kernels 
should still have that crisp, almost al dente snap that bursts with sweet 
juice when you bite down. Give it enough time over the heat to pick up 
a little char and smoke, then get it off the grill. Leave it there too long 
and that beautiful snap turns soft and mushy, which is a genuine waste 
of good summer corn.

Fairground Corn
	� 4 ears fresh corn
	� 2 to 3 tablespoons mayonnaise, enough for a thin coating
	� 4 tablespoons melted butter
	� 1 teaspoon chili powder
	� ½ teaspoon celery salt, or to taste
	� Hot sauce
	� Lime wedges

Before grilling, spread a very thin layer of 
mayonnaise over each ear. Grill as directed 
until lightly charred and still crisp. As soon 
as it comes off the grill, brush it generously 
with melted butter, then hit it with chili 
powder, celery salt and hot sauce.

Garlic Herb Corn
	� 5 tablespoons melted butter
	� 1 small garlic clove, finely minced
	� 1 tablespoon chopped fresh parsley
	� 1 tablespoon chopped fresh chives
	� Salt and black pepper
	� Lemon wedges

Hot Honey Corn
	� Sweet corn already knows what it is doing. Hot honey simply 

encourages bad behavior.
	� 4 tablespoons melted butter
	� 2 tablespoons honey
	� 1 to 2 teaspoons hot sauce
	� Pinch of salt
	� Lime wedges, optional

Put It Together
For each version, stir the seasonings into the melted butter when 
appropriate, then brush, drizzle or otherwise generously smother the 
hot corn until every side gets its share.
Add the chili powder, celery salt and hot sauce to the Fairground Corn. 
Finish the Garlic Herb Corn with lemon, and give the Hot Honey Corn 
a squeeze of lime if you like.
Serve immediately, while the butter is still running between the kernels 
and everyone still has some hope of eating it neatly.
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Get your home spring-ready!
Serving Munds Park with 10% Off 

Your Next Painting Project*. 
Rejuvenate your space with our expert touch.

928-779-3746
FREE ESTIMATES | EXTERIOR | INTERIOR

CERTAPRO.COM
ROC #158334*Offer applies to your residential painting project of $2,500 or more. Must be presented at time of estimate. 

Not valid with other offers or current estimates or proposals. Expires 12/31/2026

Rome hooked me on my first trip in 1998. I expected this huge, historic 
city to feel overwhelming to a Munds Park girl like me. Instead, Rome 
felt surprisingly approachable. Maybe it was the piazzas, maybe it was 
all the walking, or maybe it was the handsome Italian who chatted my 
girlfriend and me up one evening and led us to his family’s restaurant 

“just nearby” — which turned out to be more than several blocks away. 
By the time we arrived, it felt less like we’d been “sold” dinner and more 
like we’d been welcomed into the family. It taught me my first Romano 
lesson: wear good walking shoes.
I’ve returned seven times since, and every trip has revealed something 
I missed before. Along the way, I’ve learned a few tricks for making 
Rome feel surprisingly manageable: reserve the big-ticket sights ahead 
of time, wear those comfortable walking shoes and—if your time is 
short—consider guides who can save you steps while pointing out the 
stories and details you might otherwise walk right past.

Start With the Colosseum
On my first Colosseum tour, I remember stifling a giggle when our guide 
casually used the word vomitorium. Of course, my mind went exactly 
where yours probably just did. But no — the Romans did not build 

special rooms for losing your lunch after too much wine. A vomitorium 
was a passageway designed to move huge crowds quickly in and out of 
the amphitheater, essentially “spitting” spectators back onto the streets.
That little lesson made the Colosseum feel less like a monument and 
more like a place that once buzzed with real people. If it’s your first trip, 
go inside. Standing within those massive walls gives you a much better 
sense of ancient Rome’s scale and engineering genius.

Wander the Roman Forum
From the Colosseum, continue into the Roman Forum and Palatine 
Hill. If the Colosseum shows you how Romans were entertained, the 
Forum shows you how they governed, worshipped and conducted 
business. You’re walking through what was once the heart of ancient 
Rome, surrounded by temples, arches and civic ruins.

Experience St. Peter’s Basilica
Even after multiple visits, walking into St. Peter’s Basilica makes me 
stop and look up. The scale is almost impossible to take in — marble 
columns, elaborate chapels, Michelangelo’s Pietà and artwork 
everywhere you turn. For me, St. Peter’s is more than magnificent 

TRAVEL

GO BACK TO ROME. IT’S NEVER THE SAME TRIP TWICE.
BY “UNSTOPPABLE STACEY” WITTIG

St. Peter’s Basilica  |  Stacey Wittig photo
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PROTECTING YOUR HOME  
JUST GOT EASIER!
Trust us with challenging insurance needs for wildfire areas,
flood zones, aging roofs, and manufactured homes!

April Plonski
Munds Park Resident Since 1990 

(602) 922-9956 
april.plonski@goosehead.com
www.MundsParkInsurance.com

— PROUD MEMBER   —
MUNDS PARK BUSINESS ALLIANCE

70+
Insurance 
Carriers

450+
Munds Park 
Locals Helped

Local Expertise
In Munds Park &  
Northen Arizona

M
U

N
D

S 

PARK BUSINESS

ALLIANCEPROUD MEMBER

architecture. It is a sacred place traditionally built over the tomb of  
St. Peter the Apostle.
On one of my early visits, I climbed to the top of the dome. 
Alternatively, you can take an elevator partway, but you’ll still tackle 
hundreds of steps before moving outside for an unforgettable view over 
St. Peter’s Square and Rome. If you’re able, I recommend doing it.

Look Up in the Sistine Chapel
The first time I entered the Sistine 
Chapel, I remember craning my 
neck toward Michelangelo’s ceiling 
and thinking, How can I possibly 
comprehend this in one visit? You 
may have seen the images reproduced 
hundreds of times, but standing beneath 
that ceiling is completely different.
To reach it, you pass through the 
Vatican Museums, filled with sculpture, 
tapestries and frescoes. Don’t feel like 
you have to absorb everything. You can’t.

Toss a Coin Into Trevi Fountain
You can see a hundred photos of Trevi 
Fountain, but the real thing still has a 
way of stopping you in your tracks. It 
feels theatrical: sounds of rushing water, coolness on your arms and 
the larger-than-life sculpture suddenly opens up before you.
And yes, toss a coin. Tradition says that one coin over your shoulder 
guarantees your return to Rome. Considering I returned seven times 
after my first visit, maybe there’s something to it! Access to the area 
closest to the fountain is now controlled, so check current entry 
procedures before going.

Slow Down in Piazza Navona
I love Piazza Navona because it feels like Rome showing off — 
fountains, churches, cafés and history packed into one elegant square. 
Yet it is hidden away. From the 1600s into the mid-1800s, parts of the 

square were flooded on summer weekends so Romans could cool off 
and enjoy the spectacle.
I still laugh remembering one visit when my husband, Dan, and I had 
a map in our hands and somehow couldn’t find Piazza Navona. Rome 
can do that to you. The streets twist, piazzas hide around corners, 
and sometimes the best part is what you discover while looking for 
something else.

Walk the Appian Way
One of my most meaningful Rome 
experiences came during my walking 
pilgrimage from Rome across the boot 
and down to Bari on the Adriatic Sea. 
As I followed the ancient Via Appia 
south, I kept thinking about St. Paul, 
one of Christianity’s most influential 
early missionaries and the author of 
many New Testament letters. After 
appealing his case to Caesar, Paul was 
brought to Rome as a prisoner and 
escorted along the Appian Way toward 
the city, where he would eventually 
be imprisoned and, according to 
Christian tradition, executed.
That history changed the walk for 

me. The Via Appia was no longer simply an ancient road lined with 
ruins and umbrella pines. I was walking a route connected to soldiers, 
travelers, pilgrims — and Paul himself — nearly 2,000 years ago.
Maybe that’s what keeps pulling me back to Rome. The monuments are 
magnificent, but every return trip teaches me to slow down, look closer 
and discover another layer I missed before.
UNSTOPPABLE Stacey is an Arizona-based travel writer, Camino author and 
longtime Italy traveler who has visited Rome eight times and shares her adventures 
at UNSTOPPABLEStaceyTravel.com. Get links to her recommended Rome tours there.

Trevi Fountain  |  Photo by Michele Bitetto

Read more about Stacey’s new Camino 
book and Amazon recognition on page 22A.
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For 18 years, Pinewood News readers have traveled the world with 
Stacey Wittig.
As our longtime travel writer, Stacey has taken readers far beyond 
Munds Park, sharing the places she visits through the history, people, 
food, faith and unexpected discoveries she finds along the way. Her 
stories have been a part of this newspaper for many years, and we  
are incredibly grateful for the time, talent and miles she has given  
to our readers.
We are also very proud of what Stacey has accomplished beyond our 
pages. An award-winning travel writer and author of several books,  
she has built a career around something she does exceptionally  
well: going somewhere interesting, asking good questions and  
bringing the story home.
Usually, Stacey is the one telling us about someplace or someone 
else. This time, we are very happy to turn the page toward Stacey and 
celebrate some news about one of our own.

MUNDS PARK AUTHOR’S 
NEW CAMINO BOOK EARNS 
AMAZON RECOGNITION

From the Media Release
MUNDS PARK, Ariz. Local travel writer and 
Pinewood News columnist Stacey Wittig has 
released a new book about the spiritual side of 
walking Spain’s famous Camino de Santiago.
A Spiritual Guide to the Camino Francés: 
Sacred Places Christian Pilgrims Don’t 
Want to Miss was named an Amazon “Top 
New Release in Literary & Religious Travel 
Guides” following its April release.
Wittig drew on more than two decades of 
Camino experience to create a guide to 
churches, chapels, monasteries and other 
sacred places that pilgrims can easily 
overlook as they walk toward Santiago de 
Compostela.

“You can walk right past a small chapel or ancient sacred site without 
knowing why pilgrims have stopped there for centuries,” Wittig said. 

“I wanted to help pilgrims slow down and understand the spiritual 
significance of the places they encounter along the way.”
Organized geographically along the Camino Francés, the book includes 
historical and spiritual background, Scripture, reflection and prayer 
prompts, as well as an “If You Only Have a Minute” feature for pilgrims 
making a brief stop.
Wittig writes about pilgrimage, walking adventures, culture and 
travel through UNSTOPPABLE Stacey Travel and her Pinewood News 
column. She is a member of the International Food, Wine & Travel 
Writers Association and American Pilgrims on the Camino.
Flagstaff-area designer Mike Russell designed the book’s cover.
A Spiritual Guide to the Camino Francés: Sacred Places Christian 
Pilgrims Don’t Want to Miss is available in paperback through Amazon.

Scan to Find Stacey’s 
Books on Amazon

Explore Stacey Wittig’s Books
Stacey Wittig is the author of several books 
on the Camino de Santiago and pilgrimage 
travel. Readers can find her books by 
searching Stacey Wittig on Amazon or visit 
UnstoppableStaceyTravel.com for more of her 
travel writing.
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GARDENS IN THE PARK

SEPTEMBER: A TIME OF TRANSITION FOR GARDENERS
BY MISTI WARNER-ANDERSEN, CO-OWNER, WARNER’S NURSERY & LANDSCAPE CO.

September is a special time for 
gardens here in northern Arizona.
It’s a time of transition – there’s still 
a lot of life left in your late summer 
garden, with late bloomers that grow 
quickly and give your garden beds 
or patio containers a splash of color. 
(Deadheading flowering plants will 
help encourage those last few blooms, 
by the way).
Then there’s the flowers that love the 
cool temps of this time of year: mums, 
asters and the second wave of hardy 
pansies and violas that you haven’t 
seen since spring.
You can also still harvest from your veggie garden as well. Cool season 
vegetables like arugula, broccoli, spinach, kale, onions and radishes 
will germinate within 30 days and can stand a light frost.
Your best bet, if you are growing cool season vegetables from seed, is to 
find out the growth rate and calculate the time needed to grow versus 
the first expected frost. In the Flagstaff area, that can range from late 
September to mid-October depending on what section of town you are in.
But the stars of the fall planting season are your trees, shrubs and bulbs.
Many experts prefer fall planting to spring for trees and shrubs. The 
biggest benefit is the combination of warm soil and cool air that 
autumn provides. It’s perfect for stimulating root growth, which means 
your tree or shrub will be less likely to suffer from transplant shock.
Additionally, at this time of year, the earth is wonderfully saturated 
from the monsoon rains. This also encourages deep root growth.

This doesn’t mean you don’t have to 
worry about watering! You should always 
make sure any newly planted plants get 
daily watering, regardless of the time of 
year or rain levels.
Lastly, there is one more thing you should 
be planting – although you won’t get to 
see the results until next year – bulbs.
If you want tulips, crocuses, hyacinth, 
irises, and daffodils next spring, you 
need to get their bulbs in the ground now. 
I can’t tell you how often we get people 
in March asking if we have daffodils they 
can plant.
Here are some basic tips to getting 

gorgeous spring blooms:
Your optimal time to plant is late September through October. The cool 
night temperatures prevent the bulbs from rotting and the coming 
winter will guarantee your bulbs get the necessary chill needed to 
bloom in spring.
Bulbs need at least partial sun and well-draining soil. If your soil is 
mostly clay, amend it with planting mix.
You’ll want the hole for your bulb to be about 3 times the size of the bulb. 
So large bulbs like tulips or daffodils will need to be about 8 inches deep 
and other, smaller bulbs will be planted about four inches deep.
Make sure your bulb’s “nose” (the pointy end) is facing up out of the hole.
We hope you enjoy the end of summer and the beginning of one of our 
favorite seasons – fall. If you need help with making the transition and 
extending your garden, visit Warner’s Nursery. We’d be glad to help.

Debi Bright
Associate Realtor® 

928.699.7703 CELL

BrightDebi@gmail.comwww.mountaindreamsrealty.com

140 HUNTER PLACE 

2 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 867 SF
Sweet, well-maintained two-bedroom, 
two-bath manufactured home on a 
large, � at cul-de-sac lot. Features a 
covered porch, updated � ooring, 2024 
roof, landscaped fenced yard, powered 
shed, A/C, remodeled guest bath, 
laundry room and furnishings 
included too.

$375,000 
17215 CREEKSIDE PLACE 

3 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 1,272 SF
Park-like cul-de-sac setting on a 
9,000-square-foot lot with Trex deck, 
lush gardens, two sheds and fenced 
gravel drive. Spacious interior o� ers 
large kitchen with island, generous 
primary suite, updated carpet, exterior 
paint and air conditioning.

$499,900
1100 E COYOTE ROAD 

3 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 1,296 SF
Well-priced three-bedroom, two-
bath home with full laundry, spacious 
primary suite, walk-in closets and sunny 
bath. Two guest rooms, ample parking, 
large shed, front porch and shaded Trex 
deck, plus room for a garage or toys.

$359,000
17310 BIG SKY DRIVE

3 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 1,405 SF 
Beautiful three-bedroom, two-bath 
home on a heavily treed lot with an 
oversized east-facing deck, fenced yard, 
brick-paver parking, stocked kitchen, 
accessible second bath, fresh exterior 
paint, workshop-ready shed, and all 
furnishings included in the sale.

$439,900



REAL ESTATE TEAM

Call Rick & Ginger Today!

480-757-3429
www.WildElkRealestate.com 

WELCOME TO MODERN DAY REAL ESTATE 
LIST YOUR HOME FOR JUST $3,800 

- NO UPFRONT COSTS -

735 E REINDEER DR
Charming 2-bedroom Munds Park cabin on 
a quiet street, featuring skylights, stainless 
appliances, wood-burning fireplace, newer 
roof, two decks, storage shed, and access to 
forest trails and Pinewood Country Club.

$449,000

645 E TROUT CREEK RD
Beautiful 7,500-square-foot Munds Park lot 
on a quiet, tree-lined street, ideal for a cabin 
or year-round home, with easy access to 
Pinewood Country Club, Lake O’Dell, forest 
trails, restaurants and recreation.

$198,000

840 E CARIBOU RD
Fully furnished 3-bedroom, 2-bath Munds 
Park retreat with fireplace, updated kitchen, 
patios, Tuff Shed, newer A/C and roof, near 
Pinewood Country Club, Lake O’Dell, trails 
and forest.

$475,000

17680 S. MUSTANG
Beautifully updated and fully furnished, this 
three-bedroom, two-bath cabin features 
a warm open floor plan, fireplace, modern 
kitchen, wraparound Trex deck, garage, 
RV parking, Starlink, fenced yard and easy 
national forest access in Munds Park.

$584,000

17115 BIG SKY DR
Spacious 3-bedroom, 2-bath Munds Park 
home on quiet pine-lined street, featuring 
private deck, new roof, fresh exterior paint, 
storage shed, winter heat cables, and easy 
access to recreation and trails.

 $358,000

17810 S WALAPAI RD #72
Fully furnished 2-bedroom, 2-bath golf 
course townhome with loft, luxury upgrades, 
patio, panoramic views, HOA-maintained 
living, and easy access to Pinewood Country 
Club, forest, lake, trails and restaurants.

$510,000

SALE
PENDING



WATER DAMAGE
DOESN’T WAIT.
NEITHER DO WE.

From emergency water removal and structural drying through 
complete reconstruction, DryStar handles the damage and the 

repairs needed to restore your property. 

24/7 EMERGENCY
WATER MITIGATION

WATER
REMOVAL

STRUCTURAL
DRYING

MOISTURE
MONITORING

RECONSTRUCTION

928-867-9999
DryStarAZ.com

ADDITIONAL SERVICES: FIRE RESTORATION MOLD REMEDIATION ASBESTOS & ABATEMENT SERVICES

FROM EMERGENCY WATER MITIGATION TO THE FINAL REPAIR.
ONE COMPANY FROM START TO FINISH.

ARIZONA OWNED • FAST RESPONSE • EXPERIENCED WITH INSURANCE CLAIMS

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC 286931 CR-61 • ROC 355048 B
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MPBA Adopt-A-Highway Roadside Clean-up
Join us to spruce up our community! We’re picking up 
roadside litter along a scenic stretch of highway between 
mileposts 321 and 322. It’s a simple way to make a real, 
visible difference in just a few hours, and help keep our 
roads beautiful.

We’ll provide: Trash bags and safety vests
Please bring: Gloves, comfortable closed-toe shoes, and sun protection
Date and Time: Tuesday, September 8th at 8:00 am
Location: Meet at the Coldwell Banker building parking lot
RSVP to Mike Shrake mike@itsamundsthing.com or 928-224-9490

Munds Park Trail Stewards Forest Trail Maintenance
Help us realign the Rocky Road OHV motorized trail 
at Horse Park! This hands-on project will improve trail 
safety and sustainability for riders and visitors. Come 
spend a morning outdoors, work alongside fellow trail 
stewards, and enjoy a free lunch afterward.

We’ll provide: Water and trail equipment
Please bring: Long pants, sturdy closed-toe shoes, weather-appropriate 
clothing, and a smile (gloves and sunscreen recommended)
Date & Time: Saturday, September 12 from 8:00 a.m. to noon
Location: Meet at the Pinewood (240) Trailhead. Please be on time, 
volunteers will carpool 25 minutes to Horse Park.
RSVP: MundsTrailStewards@hotmail.com

MPBA Adopt-A-Highway Roadside Clean-up
Lend a hand and help keep our roads looking great! We’ll 
be clearing roadside litter along the highway between 
mileposts 322 and 323, a small effort that makes a big 
impact. Come spend a few hours outdoors, and meet 
fellow community members.

We’ll provide: Trash bags and safety vests
Please bring: Gloves, comfortable closed-toe shoes, and sun protection
Date and Time: Saturday, September 19th at 8:00 am
Location: Meet at the Coldwell Banker building parking lot
RSVP to Mike Shrake mike@itsamundsthing.com or 928-224-9490

PFDA Requesting Halloween Volunteers
We’re bringing back our annual Children’s  Community 
Halloween Party, held indoors at the fire station, rain or 
shine! Volunteers help decorate, set up and run games, 
and create a special day for our littlest ghosts and goblins.

We’ll provide: All decorations and party supplies
Date and Time: Saturday, October 31, from 11 AM to 1 PM
Location: Fire station 
RSVP to Gail VanDeurzen at Rick2Gail2@Yahoo.com

THE GOOD EGG

MUNDS PARK RUNS ON VOLUNTEERS
Looking for a way to give back? You’re in the right place. Each issue, we’ll spotlight volunteer projects around the 
Park, all in one convenient spot, so our community’s good eggs can find something that fits their schedule. Take a 
look, pick what speaks to you, and help make this community a great place to live.

Give a Call, Get a Call
Heart of the Park, an arm of the Munds Park Business 
Alliance, was created to give the community one central 
place to connect volunteers with local needs.

Volunteers can add their names to the call list. When 
an organization, group, or community project needs 

extra hands, Heart of the Park reaches out to see who’s available and 
interested. There’s no ongoing commitment: when the call comes, you 
simply say yes if the opportunity works for you.
Contact Heart of the Park at: mike@itsamundsthing.com or  
928-224-9490



4B    The Pinewood News | SEPTEMBER 4, 2026

My very earliest cooking memory, 
indeed maybe my earliest memory 
of any sort, is standing on a wooden 
kitchen chair stirring scrambled 
eggs at a gas stove, in a cast iron 
skillet, the only kind of skillet we 
owned. Given where we were living 
(we moved a lot), I’d guess I was 
about four. Whether I asked to do it 
or whether she was super busy with 
my two younger siblings, I’ll never 
know. She had no memory of this 
momentous occasion. Memories 
are tied to emotion, affect. Clearly, 
because I remembered it, the event 
meant more to me than to her.
Another cooking memory is when I was about 12. For Christmas, my favorite 
aunt gave me one of those twelve-bottle-spice-racks. The spices Mother used 
were: pepper, cinnamon, and chili powder. I was thrilled with the gift. There was 
something called Basil. Another was labeled Oregano. Wow! I remember so clearly 
Mother turning to Aunt Wanda, saying, “What have you done?”
Still, despite her trepidations (and some food discarded as inedible), she 
encouraged me to figure out what these bottles could do to food. But she was like 
that in all of our interests. Curious about something? Let’s look it up. Want to try 
something new? Why not? All three of us were pretty active in high school because 
she supported us in being in plays, joining clubs, running for class office, or being 
on sports teams.
But from an early age, I knew cooking was my passion, not just what you did to feed 
the family. Mother was as adventurous with her cooking as budget and imagination 
allowed. We were very poor for a good bit of my childhood. Food availability was 
sometimes an issue. Still, at one point, we had gardens and half a pig and cow 
each year when we lived on someone else’s farm and took care of his animals and 
brought in crops. No pay, but we had free rent and access to food that Mother 
canned like crazy.
She had food curiosity, too, so that’s probably where I got it. We were the first in 
our family to try fried shrimp. We made pizza, back when pizza was just hitting the 
Ohio farm country consciousness. And boy did those early pizza yeast doughs stink 
up the house! Interestingly we had to coax other family members to try these foods 
we were immediately hooked on.
Throughout her life she collected recipes and we shared them with one another. 
We’d talk food on the phone each time we chatted. Sometimes when we were 
together, we’d try to cook some new recipe.
I’ll miss that.
Mother died peacefully Sunday, September 7, 2014, sitting in her chair having just 
made her famous Mexican Cornbread and with cherry pie fixings on the counter. 
I like to remember her like that. Cooking to the end. Hugs, Mother, at that big 
kitchen in the sky.

LOCAL INK

MY FIRST COOK
BY SHARON ARTHUR MOORELOCAL

INK
Some of our favorite pages begin with a reader who 
has something to share.
Local Ink is a place for your stories, memories, 
photographs, poems, adventures, observations,  
and ideas. You do not have to think of yourself as  
a writer, and you do not have to know exactly how  
to put it all together. If there is something you would 
like to share, send it to us. We are happy to help you 
shape it for the paper.
This issue includes two Local Ink contributions, 
and we hope they encourage a few more of you  
to give it a try.
The Pinewood News is your community paper,  
and there is always room for your voice in it.  
If you have a story, an idea, a memory, or something 
you think your neighbors would enjoy, we would love 
to hear from you.
Send your stories to: Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.

Betty Arthur

Care delivered in the Comfort of Your Cabin

Back • Neck • Joint Pain • Arthritis • Migraines

Clayton Woolley MS., LAc, Diplo, AC

Munds Park Resident

928-299-6731

ACUPUNCTURE ON CALL
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LOCAL INK

GRANDMA
BY LOU BLAZQUEZ

The problem with my grandmother isn’t recalling 
my first impression, but forgetting the last.
As a toddler, an emerging concept of my father’s 
mother in the Bronx was feeling her focused 
love. My parents lived on Washington Ave. and 
Grandma a short block away. I went there often.
My first clear recollection is being the recipient 
of her greatest expression of affection: cooking. 
I was three, and we were in her sparse kitchen, 
which had a slight echo—everyone was poor in 
1953. We sat at the table having soup. I remember 
nothing of the meal, just this: stopping for a 
moment and staring at her with my little heart 
filled with the purity of a child’s love and no 
ability to express its power.
I’ve seen that shortcoming when my daughter 
was two after returning from our hunt. I sat Jamie in a tiny chair in 
the bathtub. I emptied our capture from a pillowcase: three collared 
lizards caught on Schnebly Hill Road near Flagstaff. Her eyes widened 
in amazement and, unable to verbalize, gave an extended high-pitched 
squeal of delight. She bounced in the chair, a treasured moment for a 
father who was silent in success.
At three, I didn’t scream. When Grandma’s head was lowered to accept 
her spoon, she wasn’t watching me. Covertly, I winked at her. She 
winked back. I burned with embarrassment at being caught and stared 
at a very pleased face. She was always wonderful as I grew.
When my sister and I were in grammar school, Dad and Mom took 
us to visit Great Uncle Charley and Aunt Francis on Gunther Avenue. 
With emphysema, my uncle tightly wheezed and whistled for each gasp, 
pausing only for another drag. My chest ached in synchronization each 
time. I would never smoke.
When I was a freshman in high school, we got the news that Uncle 
Charley was in the hospital. Death was imminent. Our lives were 
paused for days awaiting the news. The phone call came. I left the 
couch and went to the kitchen along with my mother. My father 
approached from another room. Mom pulled the handset from the wall 
phone. Seconds later, she turned white and whispered. Dad came to 

her side. The phone rested on her shoulder. “Lou,” 
she said. “You’re mother’s dead.”
He took the phone. I returned to the living 
room couch and continued with TV. My parents 
hurriedly grabbed a few things. Before leaving, 
Dad said to my sister and me, “Stay here” and 
rushed from the apartment.
I was hungry. I made a bologna sandwich, 
spreading a thick coating of mayo onto Wonder 
Bread. It helps build strong bodies 12 different 
ways. I returned to the couch and TV. Halfway 
through the sandwich, the phone rang. I 
answered it.

“Louis, we’re picking you up. Meet us downstairs.”
“Okay, Dad.” He must have suspected that I would 
get into my usual mischief, especially with my 

now strong body. I put my sneakers on and finished the sandwich on 
the way downstairs. I hate to waste food.
The ride was quiet during the 26 miles to Spring Valley Hospital. At 
the entrance was Aunt Anna engulfed in tears, with longtime friend 
Lucy at her side. I stayed aloof as they talked. Aunt Anna led us to the 
elevator and we went up a few floors.
The doors opened to a hospital corridor. Ten feet in front of us was 
a gurney with someone resting on it. We took a few steps. It was my 
diabetic grandmother, abandoned on her back in a hospital gown. Her 
face and chin were upturned and strained to the left. Grandma’s mouth 
held an unfinished scream. She was dead and expressing the truth of 
her final moments of pain.
Never in my existence have I cried so hard, with pressurized tears 
blinding me, gasping and gagging for oxygen like Uncle Charlie. A 
brand-new emotion clenched my throat, lungs, and chest. I once heard 
a lecherous saying, “You always remember your first.” They weren’t 
talking about grief, but I am.
When the salty tsunami expired, leaving eyes dry and barren,  
I held silence, filled with the purity of grief and still unable to express 
the power.

Grandma, circa 1950.

Lorraine De La Cruz Realtor®
Munds Park Resident

602-295-5827 or 928-487-0744
lorraine@delacruzsells.com

www.lorrainedelacruz.realtyonegrouparizona.com

I’m here to help from start to finish and long after closing.

When it comes to buying or selling in Munds Park, 
there’s comfort in working with someone

who already calls it home.

Local help is just minutes away. Call today.



Start With Steel
Finish It Your Way.
Private Sale • 20’ x 40’ Steel Cabin or Garage Kit

What’s Included
• Steel shell kit with fasteners
• Galvanized roofi ng panels with
   upgraded Solar White paint
• Upgraded R25 insulation
• Fireplace thimble for fi replace

Ideal for a garage, workshop, or future 
fi nished cabin with loft. � e 20’ x 40’ 
footprint off ers real fl exibility, with 
potential for up to 1,200 sq. ft. of fi nished 
living space with loft build-out.

Asking Price

$25,000
Please leave a message
Davina 909-327-6747
Dave 928-266-2926

Finished cabin images shown as examples of possible build-out.

Steel shell kit during assembly
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LOCAL INK

THE TOP 10 WORST DRIVERS ON I-17
BY MADJACK’S MUSINGS

Fellow long-time readers: You may recall 
this article I penned way back on July 
2, 2018. I felt it was worth sharing 
again, as we can all relate to the 
experience of driving to and from the 
Valley to our cabins, right?
Most of us have learned the optimum 
times for avoiding peak weekend and 
holiday travel by leaving a day early 
and returning home a day later. Also, 
we always check the AZ511 website for 
real-time traffic updates and conditions.
Hey, here’s a thought: just try to RELAX 
during the drive! If traffic is heavy or a major 
wreck is causing a traffic jam, what’s the point of 
stressing out, right? There are no practical shortcuts, 
and you are clearly not going anywhere soon. I recommend counting 
the saguaros or roadkill, or, if traffic is frozen, release the urchins into 
the desert to collect scorpions and snakes.
Better yet, spend your time agonizing over the list of infamous driver 
types below and ask yourself honestly…do I do that?
Yeah, I know. “No way, but my spouse does!”

1. Left Lane Lackeys: Easily the most annoying drivers and my 
personal pet peeve, as they are quite content to drive significantly 
below the flow of traffic while hogging the left lane, too oblivious to 
move into the right lane and allow others to safely pass. Worse, they 
needlessly back up traffic, thus encouraging the Butt Riders (see below) 
to execute sometimes dangerous maneuvers resulting from road rage.
It is, after all, Arizona law under A.R.S. § 28-721(B) that drivers 
traveling below the normal speed of traffic generally use the right-hand 
lane, except when passing or preparing for a left turn.

2. Butt Riders: Yup, they ride your tail ridiculously close and are 
equally as dangerous, often experiencing road rage from the Lackeys 
noted above. Their aim is to intimidate others to move the hell over 
and, if not, race around you with a quick swerve back into the left lane.
That will show you!

3. Road Ragers: These clowns are obsessed with following their 
own rules, so don’t cross their path or you may be subjected to angry 
outbursts, such as raising a certain finger to say hello. Makes my day, 
though, when a cop finally pulls them over!

4. Nervous Nellies: These are the overly cautious, timid drivers 
who are too terrified to even pass a semi, or they’ll slow down at 
mountain curves, constantly riding their brakes and making everyone 
behind them nervous as well.

5. The Cut-ins: These buttheads wait until the last possible moment 
to abruptly cut in front of those of us patiently waiting during lane 
changes or merging. I often see others speed up to cut them off and not 
allow them to merge, which is also dangerous.
Of course, I’ve never done that.

6. Texting Toads: C’mon, you know better. These distracted drivers 
are an accident waiting to happen. Texts can wait.

7. Speed Demons: They have their preferred speed limits, usually 
somewhere well north of the one posted on the sign, so here again it’s 
quite satisfying when they get busted.

But hey, they are saving a valuable five 
minutes getting to their destination!

8. Truckers: Most are truly 
courteous professionals and likely 
among the safest drivers on the road, 
as their careers depend on it. However, 
it sucks getting behind them as they 
labor up the long, winding hills.
Understandable, but why do they insist 
on passing another trucker going only 
one mile per hour faster? Some long 

backups ensue here.

9. Lazy Loopies: Generally too lazy 
to bother signaling lane or turn changes or 

following other standard rules of the road. That 
includes Arizona’s Move Over law, which requires drivers approaching 
a stationary vehicle displaying flashing or warning lights to move over 
when safely possible, or slow down when they cannot.

10. Rubberneckers: They’re ignorant for slowing everyone down to 
observe the most trivial freeway incidents. “Lookee there, honey! That 
man is changing his tire!”
So, there it is, folks. The Top 10 Worst Drivers on our very own Hell’s 
Highway. Which one(s) are you?
Until Memorial Day 2027, this is MadJack signing off.
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602-843-5572

Financing subject to approved credit. Prices subject to change without notice. Must present ad at time of sale. Offers may not be combined. Offers are redeemable at time of estimate only. Offers apply to new orders only. Restrictions apply. Offers expires 6/30/26.

NO MONEY DOWN! Up to 4 years FREE financing! 

“We were excited that our shades came in early.  
They turned out beautiful and Dan did a great  
job installing them! I would highly recommend  
this company!” 

— Dee P, Munds Park Resident

All Work Performed By A Munds Park Resident!
“Every single person at Rapid Blinds is amazing. We 
have used them multiple times and they nail it 100%! I’d 
recommend them to anyone who will listen. First class 
professionalism and second to none product quality. Their 
owner Dan is hands on and has awesome communication.  
If you need window coverings look no further. Love them!” 

— Drew & Casee C, Munds Park Residents

Licensed, Bonded, Insured  
ROC 168592

Blinds & Shades FREE Installation

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING SERVICES
Specializing in all Types of Roofing Installation & Repairs

Metal • Shingle • Tile • Metal Siding • TPO

Metal Fascia Wrap • Metal Soffits • Metal Patio Lids

Integrity & Experience Ensure Excellence
 Our expert team is available 7-days a week,  

365-days a year to attend to your roofing needs.

SERVING ALL OF NORTHERN ARIZONA

(928) 301-6301
www.elevatedroof.com

ROC311899 VERIFIED • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

MONSOONS ARE HERE
Book your FREE INSPECTION today!
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4 letter words
size
thud

6 letter words
attach
boldly
cuddle
fixing
ignore
kisses
museum
object
resist
resort
static
unique

8 letter words
behavior
chemists
peculiar
products
republic
required
suspense
tendency
thousand
yourself

12 letter words
mountainside
overwhelming

CODED FILL-IN PUZZLE
CREATED BY PAUL MASON • SOLUTION PAGE 14B

How to Play
Each number represents a letter. Use the word list to fill in the grid, remembering 
that the same number always stands for the same letter. Each word is used once. KELSEY MARQUARDT

VP of Mortgage Lending
Resident of Munds Park

602.361.6380

LET'S WORK TOGETHER!

YOUR TRUSTED, LOCAL MORTGAGE EXPERT FOR

MUNDS PARK

Guaranteed Rate, Inc. D/B/A Rate; NMLS #2611  For licensing information visit nmlsconsumeraccess.org.

Operating as Guaranteed Rate, Inc. in New York.

Kelsey Marquardt NMLS # 905636; AZ - LO-1014285
Subject to credit and underwriting approval.

‘He’s friendly!’ 
famous last words.

NEXT TIME,  
LEASH THE MISSILE!  
IT’S THE LAW  
& THE KIND THING  
TO DO. 

Fido off leash is fun... 
until it’s not. 

Sometimes Fido runs into 
the forest... forever. 



FROM MEMORIAL DAY TO LABOR DAY

SUMMER FUN LIVES AT

A Club owned by the members, for the members, with a wide
array of indoor and outdoor amenities and activities. Come and

experience the "true" Club in the country, where friends are family,
where casual is formal and where retreat finds its true meaning.

dzamora@pinewoodcountryclubaz.com

BOOK A TOUR TODAY!

PINEWOOD
COUNTRY CLUB

MEMBERSHIPS FOR EVERY LIFESTYLE

(928) 233 - 8271
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BOOK REVIEW

THE MIDNIGHT TRAIN 
BY SANDY WRIGHT

The protagonist, Wilbur Budd dies after a full life, at 81.
Instead of moving straight into eternity, he boards a mystical train that takes him to re-live the moments if his 
long life that meant the most to him. 
Bound by the rule that he cannot interfere, Wilbur observes his past choices, from a difficult childhood to a 
successful career that cost him his relationship with Maggie, the love of his life.
About halfway through the book, Wilbur takes a huge, potentially dangerous risk. Ask yourself: If you were 
unhappy with some event in your past, would you risk your future happiness to change it? And how would that 
change affect the rest of your life?
Haig has given the world a beautifully written novel that is part fantasy, part magical realism, imbued with 
reminiscing and contemplation of life. Who among us hasn’t wished for the chance to revisit the past and change 
a decision, right a wrong, or just live all over again an amazing moment in time? So many of us get caught in the 
unrelenting rhythm of the present, with work, family and kids, to the point that we forget our hopes and dreams 
from the past. 
The chapters are short and readable—some less than one page, so you’ll fly through the story. 
Haig’s previous book, The Midnight Library, explores all the parallel lives that character, Nora, could have lived, had 
she made different choices. In contrast, The Midnight Train propels Wilbur swiftly through his choice, good and bad.
This is one of those books that will make you look at your life differently. It reminds us that life is worth living, 
slowing down for, and being grateful for the good in the present moment.

	� by Matt Haig
	� Viking 2026
	� 294 pages

DREAM BIG, BORROW SMART!
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LET THE SUNSHINE IN!
Brighten up your world with our top-notch 

window cleaning services. We offer:

 Professional Window Cleaning

 Expert Pressure Washing

 Thorough Gutter Cleaning

Our May and June slots are 
� lling up—don’t miss out!

EASY ONLINE BOOKING
Visit PineCountryWindows.com 

to secure your appointment. Or call us at 

928-527-0671
PROUDLY LOCAL

Owned & Operated by Munds Park’s 
own Marilyn & Dave Kaminski. 

We love Munds Park!

Thank You for Supporting a Local Business!

WORD SEARCH
CREATED BY PAUL MASON • SOLUTION PAGE 14B

U.K.
Udder
UFO
Ugh
Ugly
Uh-huh
Uh-oh
Uh-uh
Ulcer
Um
Unable
Unanimity
Uncanny

Uncle
Uncut
Undid
Undo
Undue
Uneven
Unfailing
Unfit
Unify
Union
Unique
Unit
Unjust

Unmarked
Unplug
Unruly
Unseat
Unsung
Unsure
Untie
Until
Untrue
Unzip
Up
Uranus
Urban

Urge
Urine
Urn
USA
Use
Usher
Usual
Usurp
Uteri
Utter

On Vacation with The Pinewood News

MadJack takes The Pinewood News 
to the edge of the wild, overlooking 
the turquoise waters of Diablo Lake 
in North Cascades National Park, 
Washington. Not a bad place to  
catch up on the news from home.

Pack It, Snap It, Share It: By our readers: Got The Pinewood News packed in 
your suitcase? Send us a photo from your getaway. Let’s see where our little 
paper ends up next! Send your photos to Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.
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CROSSWORD
CREATED BY PAUL MASON • SOLUTION PAGE 14B

ACROSS
1. Big first for a baby 
5. Indeed.com listings 
9. Roswell sightings
13. Cart
14. Like the ZIP code system
15. ___ Scotia
16. “God’s Little ___”
17. More than plump
18. What a kid grows up to be
19. Tosti’s well-known song.
21. Pass on, as lore 
23. Deep cut
25. Big name in cosmetics
26. Patient of unknown origin?
30. Lure into a lair
34. High school class, for short
35. Arid plateau of S Africa
37. Italian money
38. All ___
40. “Don’t ___!”
41. December 24 and 31
42. Hard work
43. Kind of system
46. “Dig in!”
47. Male admirers
50. Win over with flattery
52. Limerick, e.g.
54. Plod along
55. Eastwood film, ___ Billy
57. Maltreat
61. Member of Europe’s largest ethnic group
62. Merger
65. Axis of ___
66. Desire
67. Musical show
68. Officiates
69. Decorative pitcher
70. Ogler
71. Fill beyond full

DOWN
1. Fluffy carpet, or fluffy hairstyle
2. ___ Bell
3. International money
4. Solemn words
5. Employment
6. “___ moment”
7. Iraqi port
8. Record or cookie container
9. Rough
10. April honoree
11. Elliptical
12. Did nothing
14. Grass commonly used on golf courses
20. Soak up the sun
22. Elephant’s weight, maybe
24. Forbidden, in Islam
26. Supports, in a way
27. Cat call: Var.
28. Bucketed water wheel
29. Trig function
31. Split
32. “He’s ___ nowhere man” (Beatles lyric)
33. Cut’s partner
36. Gumbo vegetables 
39. Buttonless sweater
44. ___ skating
45. Utility belt item
48. “Smoking or ___?”
49. Safe and sound
51. Long lookers 
53. Bank contents
55. Hard punch
56. Titian’s “The___of Europa”
58. Eye layer
59. Cake recipe instruction
60. “Anything ___?”
61. “Ain’t ___ Sweet”
63. “___ Got a Secret”
64. “Days of ___ Lives”

Helping Small Business Owners  
Focus on Growing Their Business

PART-TIME

PROJECT-BASED

ON DEMAND

 Administrative & Marketing Support
 QuickBooks Bookkeeping
 Office Organization
 Real Estate Transaction Coordination

Kim is your trusted right hand, helping to bring organization, 
efficiency, and dependable support to your business.

Contact Kim

480-234-1395
Kim@NeedAnAssistant.com

Let’s simplify  

your workload!

MORE TIME  
FOR THE WORK
ONLY YOU CAN DO!

SUDOKU
CREATED BY PAUL MASON • SOLUTION PAGE 14B
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OPEN
Thur - Tue 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Wed 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

ORDER TO GO! (928) 286-0332
65 Pinewood Boulevard • Munds Park, AZ

JOIN US FOR
Breakfast, Lunch, &  Dinner

Come for Taco Tuesday or Mexican Food Thursday

Plus, enjoy our bottle service—
carry out your favorite liquor to go!

The Pinewood Men’s Golf Association took to the course August 8–9 for the Senior 
Club Championship, and when the final putts dropped, Gary Dion walked away as 
the Overall Champion.
In the net division, Kelly McIlleece claimed the title of Net Champion.

AT THE CLUB

SENIOR CHAMPS CROWNED

 Gary DionKelly Mclliece
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WINGS OVER ARIZONA

BYE, BYE, BIRDIE
BY MARGARET DYEKMAN

I am writing this article with some optimism in a darkening situation, 
because there are things WE can do to solve the problem I will describe 
about Red-winged Blackbirds and other species in North America.
The Red-winged Blackbird is a year-round resident of most of the 
continental United States. It’s a bird I readily saw and heard as a child 
when my family took vacations at Wisconsin lakes and at Girl Scout 
camp near woods and marshes. The male is distinctive, all black with 
bright red shoulder feathers edged with yellow, and the female is a 
deceptive sparrow-looking heavily striped bird and thus harder to 
identify. The species feeds on seeds and insects and builds nests in 
cattails, grasslands, and willow bushes.
And the problem? The Red-winged Blackbird is a species that has been 
so abundant that no one thought 60 years ago it might be on the decline. 
And even though the Red-winged Blackbird is still one of the most 
common species in North America, it has lost a third of its population 
since 1970. There are several reasons for this decline, and some of the 
reasons can be easily reversed by people like us.

	� Stop birds from colliding with your windows. For every bird you find 
dead or injured under a window, there are three more you missed. 
The outside glass reflection can be muted with commercially made 
products or homemade Acopian Bird Savers. I put Feather Friendly 
bird tape on our windows and from inside you can hardly see any 
difference. From the outside, however, birds no longer crash into the 
glass reflection.

	� Keep your cat indoors. Indoor cats live long and healthy lives. They 
won’t be prowling Kachina Wetlands or Odell Lake or a marsh or pond 
slapping down Red-winged Blackbirds, Dark-eyed Juncos, Mourning 
Doves and other species for no reason other than their kill instinct.

	� Quit using rodenticides. Poisoning a rat or mouse creates a chain 
reaction – the rat is eaten by an owl or hawk, which gets sick, and 
then the sick raptor dies, too. Scientific studies show that over two-
thirds of Red-tailed Hawks in urban areas have rodenticides in 
them! It’s no wonder birds are declining. There are effective ways 
to control rodents without using chemicals in most commercial and 
homeowner situations. Check out bird-safe pest control solutions at 
azwildliferesource.org.

I love the call of the Red-winged Blackbird, reminding me of summer 
outings with my family. I like its name, too – a very practical one. 
And I’d like them to be around for our grandkids and yours and the 
biodiversity of the planet. Thanks for listening, and thanks in advance if 
you collision-proof your windows. Need to see an example? Text me and 
I’ll arrange for you to see our Munds Park’s windows.
You can reach me at margaretdyekman@cox.net or by text at 602-620-3210. You can 
read all about Backyard Birding in Northern Arizona at www.backyardbirdingaz.com 
and order the book online or get one directly from me.

UNLOCK YOUR HOME’S
TRUE POTENTIAL

At High Caliber Construction, we believe every home holds 
untapped potential. Our home remodeling services aren’t just 
about updating an old look—it’s about discovering and revealing 
what your space can truly become. Beyond mere aesthetics, our 
team delves into understanding how you live, ensuring the result 
is a harmonious blend of form and function.

What sets us apart is our unwavering commitment to service 
excellence and quality. Our goal is to lead you in navigating your 
home’s constraints and maximizing your home’s potential.

LET’S BUILD TOGETHER
928-526-2156 • SALES@HCNAZ.COM • HCNAZ.COM

  KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS

  NEW & REFURBISHED DECKS

  ADDITIONS

  OUTBUILDINGS & AduS

  custom homes

  full service electrical

ROC# 275972/ 252743
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CAVCO HOMES
OVER 100 HAPPY CUSTOMERS 

IN MUNDS PARK!

$149,500
(Prices subject to change)

• Standard 12’ x 27’ 
covered deck 

• Dual pane windows
• Solid wood cabinets doors 

& drawer fronts
• Carpet Install
• 50’ utility room
• Tape and textured walls T/O
• Drywall close o� 

$109,900
(Prices subject to change)

• Dual pane windows
• Solid wood cabinets 

doors & drawer fronts
• Carpet Install
• 50’ utility room
• Tape & textured walls T/O
• Drywall close o� 

• FREE on site estimates
• Price includes delivery & set-up 

in Munds Park
• Local representative in 

Munds Park
• Semi Custom Orders 
• 100s of � oor plans to choose from
• Remove your old home and install 

new Cavco Home
• 60, 80lb roof load available

• Experienced in helping with 
insurance home replacements

• We can help with permits, 
foundations and lot prep for your 
new home.

• Land � nancing available with 
home purchase

• RV trades welcome
• FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.westgatehomesaz.com
TOLL FREE 1-800-352-3279 • 1-623-546-2045

13437 Westgate Dr • Surprise, AZ 85378

See model at Model Home Center 
Bell & Grand Ave.

FEATURES

See model at Model Home Center 
Bell & Grand Ave.

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY
Call Ken at 623-680-2345 For information

NEW & RE-ROOFS
SHINGLES • METAL • PORCH ROOFS

REPAIRS 
CHIMNEY & SKYLIGHT LEAKS  

ICE DAMS • VENTILATION

Contact Steve Lemons

(928) 707-1024
EssentialRoofingCompany@gmail.com

Munds Park Resident Since 1980
Bonded & Insured | License ROC 198120

AArriizzoonnaa  NNoorrtthh  
TTrreeee  SSeerrvviiccee
Proudly serving Munds Park

 for over 20 years.

Services Include:
  • Hazardous Tree Removal
  • Trimming/Dead Wooding
  • Tree Canopy Thinning
  • Wildfire Fuel Reduction

Call Paul Bowles Today  
for a FREE Estimate

(928) 286 -2522
paul@aznorthtree.com

Bonded. Fully insured.
Reliable & professional service.

100+  5★ reviews

aznorthtree.comFind us on:
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PROTECT YOUR HOME
WITH ELDEN GUTTERS

Professional seamless gutter and leaf � lter installation, 
along with gutter clean-out services, are offered 

across Northern Arizona.

K-style and European Box style gutters offered in 5” & 6”

Experience high quality, hometown care.

For a FREE estimate, contact Dan 

928-699-9277
or eldengutters@outlook.com

Licensed, Insured & Bonded

“I trusted Elen Gutters with my own home—
and I’d hire them again in a heartbeat.” 

—Sandee, Editor, The Pinewood News

eldengutters.com

DO YOU KNOW 
WHERE YOUR 
KEYS ARE?
CALL
Bill’s Lock Shop
(928) 699-8868
Serving Munds Park

Just Moved?
Re-keying is the safest 
thing to do!

Ask about a lock  
check-up!

Red 
Desert 
Electric, 
Inc.
Serving Satisfied 
Customers Since 2003

Jeff Doyle 
623-293-1452
Serving Northern AZBonded • Insured • ROC#193022

MADE FOR MOUNTAIN LIFE.
SOURCED BY LOCALS.

Floors that hold up to boots, pets, guests, weekends, 
pine needles, and snow tracks.

Contractor-friendly wholesale fl ooring, 
open to homeowners.

• Custom area rug program with bound-edge 
runners, ovals, and squares.

• Wool carpet selection.
• Luxury vinyl plank, 4 popular in-stock colors.
• Artifi cial turf available.

(928) 526-1341
fl agstaffwholesalefl ooring.com

FAST QUOTES. SOLID INVENTORY. HELP CHOOSING THE RIGHT FIT. SHOP LOCAL.

IN STOCK SPECIALS

Luxury vinyl plank: $2.75/sq ft

Turf: $1.99/sq ft

Carpet (2 in-stock colors) 

with pad: $2.03/SQ FT

follow us 
@fwf_2463
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Junk Removal • Dumpster Rental 
Excavation • Demolition

Contact us with your unique project today!

(480) 532-3084  
Orders@azgoodfellas.com    

www.azgoodfellas.com 

Licensed and Insured: ROC 355111 • 348718   

  

LOCAL. AFFORDABLE. FREE QUOTES.

TRASH PROBLEM? 
Forget about it!

M
U

N
D

S 
PA

RK BUSINESS

ALLIANCEPROUD MEMBER

GET THE BEST RESULTS FOR YOUR TREES
Call Mario & Mario Landscaping & Tree Service!

TREE PRUNING We prune according to your and the 
tree’s needs, removing deadwood, raising the canopy, and 
promoting a healthy tree and growth.

TREE REMOVAL When trees need removal for health 
proximity or safety reasons, we will carefully and safely 
remove your trees.

TREE INSTALLATION Want to plant a new tree? Rely on 
Mario and Mario to help choose the most productive and 
aesthetically pleasing spot for it.  

Mario and Mario  
Landscaping & Tree Service

(928) 282-3118

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC# 165704

We offer experienced and qualified 
tree services throughout all of  

Munds Park and surrounding areas.

Your deck should be the best 
room in the house.

If it’s just a platform, you hired the wrong builder.

Stellar Decks designs outdoor spaces  
meant to be lived in.

Built right. Built once. Built to last.

CUSTOM DECKS, REPAIR & MAINTENANCE. NO SHORTCUTS.
Licensed • Boned • Insured  • ROC#349086 VERIFIED

602-545-1170
StellarDecks.com
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ELEVATE YOUR BATHROOM WITH 
SAFE SHOWER & BATH

Safe Shower & Bath specializes in quality bath remodeling 
designed for comfort, safety, and lasting value. Quotes are valid 

for 60 days, and we encourage you to compare.

Package includes a Moen rough-in valve trim kit, curtain rod, three 
cultured marble panels to approximately 78 inches above the 

sub� oor, a 30” x 60” low-pro� le pan, and a 24” grab bar.

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC#336088 VERIFIED

ONLY $5,000 BATH TO SHOWER SPECIAL

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR QUOTE

(928) 499-1843
azsafeshower@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS

SUMMIT PAINTING LLC
Interior & Exterior Painting Services

CALL 928-853-7475

MIRACLES ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Munds Park Local • ROC#317085

747-218-1060 OR 818-248-1240

PROFESSIONAL ADMIN SERVICES
For Small Business Owners

Part-Time • Project-Based • On Demand
Contact Kim 480-234-1395 call/text

15 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL
The local choice with a professional touch.

480-532-3084 • www.azgoodfellas.com

FOOSE HOME REPAIR
Servicing Munds Park

 928-456-3413  
fooserepairs@protonmail.com

THE HANDY DANDY MAN PETE
Home Repairs • Local • Professional • Dependable

Call 928-542-6387

MIKE’S FLOOR COVERING
Commercial, Residential & Houseboat Flooring
Free Estimates • Ceramic • Carpet • Vinyl Plank • Hardwood

(928) 699-3655
weimaster1@msn.com

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

4025 E Huntington Drive, Suite 120 • Flagstaff, AZ 86004
Munds Park Resident for 24 Years! • Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC206317

MOBILE PET GROOMING
Bella’s Pet Grooming

602-621-2903 • Foosemobile@keemail.me

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Tree & Yard Work • Hauling • Plumbing • Carpentry

CALL JOHN 928-951-6532

KING CLEANING SERVICE
House, Apartment and Office Cleaning

225-266-4700 • lempira67@yahoo.com

LELAND ROOFING
Over 30 Years of Service
Residential & Commercial
Shingles • Repairs • Flat Decks

Call for a FREE Estimate Today
Jeff Leland Owner

Cell (928) 699-8517 
Office (928) 226-8175

SERVING  
NORTHERN  
ARIZONA

ROC# 178580  
Class K4 
 Bonded 
 Insured

FURRY ANGELS PET SPA PET GROOMING
Baths • Deshedding • Nails • Haircuts • Walks

Text or call Sabrina at 480-432-4321

DON’T LET 
FACEBOOK BURY 
YOUR AD IN  
THE FEED.

PUT YOUR AD IN PRINT.

IT STAYS PUT FOR TWO WEEKS.
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Solar Shingle Experts - Get 30% Tax
Credit on your New Solar Shingle Roof!

Tax Credit ENDS December 31st.

ReRoof - New Roof - Repairs

AZ ROC License #253824LegacyRoofingNow.com

(928) 882-0882

4.8/5 Stars
100+ Reviews

WOODLAND RENOVATIONS
Remodel and Repair Contractor

Additions
Decks

Minor Plumbing
Electrical

Sliding Windows
Doors

Interior & Exterior 
Remodels

Drywall & Drywall  
Repair

Call Larry McCoy (928) 814-9542
Munds Park Resident for Over 32 Years!

VERIFIED ROC# 210759 • Licensed • Bonded • Insured



22B    The Pinewood News | SEPTEMBER 4, 2026

MUNDS PARK COMMUNITY CHURCH

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HAPPINESS & JOY 
BY PASTOR JEREMY WEITZEL

The mountain receives the rain 
without asking where it has been.

There is grace for where you’ve been, 
and a place beside us for the road ahead.

Walk with us.

(928) 286-2022
offi  ce@mpcc.church

17670 S Munds Ranch Rd
Munds Park, AZ 86017

Walking with Jesus, together.
Sunday services 9:00 am and 10:45 am

Here in the mountains of Munds Park, it is easy to experience 
happiness with the beautiful weather, the amazing community, and 
all the wildlife we see every day. But there is something many of us do 
not realize, happiness and joy are not the same thing. Philippians 4:4 
shows us why when it says, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 
rejoice!” Happiness rises and falls with the moments of our lives, but 
joy is something deeper, something 
that does not change when life in 
the mountains gets hard.
The happiness we experience, both 
in our own lives and in the people 
around us, is circumstantial. It 
depends on how things are going 
at the moment, when finances are 
stable, relationships are smooth, and the kids are getting along. But joy 
is rooted in something far deeper than this present life. Joy comes from 
a source we cannot find anywhere in this physical world. As Philippians 
4:4 reminds us, we rejoice in the Lord because the Lord Jesus Christ is 
the only true source of joy.
Our emotions can sometimes trick us into thinking we have joy 
when what we are really feeling is happiness. And just like happiness, 
emotions are circumstantial. That first sip of coffee, hearing your 
favorite song, spending time with friends, or playing with your pets, 
these moments bring happiness, but they are temporary and can 
disappear at any time. The joy we receive from the Lord, however, is 
spiritual and permanent. Jesus says in John 16:22, “Therefore you too 
have grief now, but I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and 
no one will take your joy away from you.”

Joy is something we choose, not something that simply happens to 
us. That is possible because joy is rooted in God’s presence, not in our 
comfort. Happiness comes and goes like the weather, but joy grows 
when we intentionally turn our hearts toward the Lord. Whether life 
here in the mountains or back in the valley becomes difficult, we can 
still rejoice because our joy does not depend on everything going right. 

It depends on the God who never 
leaves and never forsakes us.
Joy was never meant to be 
experienced alone, it grows 
best in community. In a small 
town like ours, neighbors wave 
from their porches and show up 
when someone is hurting. Joy 

is something we share, and when we share it, we are strengthened 
together. Choosing to rejoice in the Lord changes how we treat one 
another and helps us see people through a different lens. Munds Park 
needs that kind of joy, the kind that transforms a community and 
makes the love of Jesus visible in the way we live, the way we love 
others, and the way we walk side by side with our neighbors.
If you are looking for a deeper kind of joy, the joy you have just read 
about, we would love to have you join us. Our doors are open every 
Sunday at 9:00am and 10:45am. At MPCC you will find a church that 
has fun, prays for one another, studies the Word, and shows up for 
each other. Whether you have been here for years or are new to the 
Park, there is a place for you at Munds Park Community Church. I am 
praying for our community, that joy will take root in every home and 
reach every corner of Munds Park.

“Therefore you too have grief now, but I will see 
you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no 

one will take your joy away from you.”
                                       – John 16:22

Munds Park Community Church is hosting an Oktoberfest celebration  
Friday, September 25, from 4 to 8 p.m. 

Come hungry for complimentary German food, live music, a fire pit  
and games for all ages. 

Bring a friend or three, because the food is free and the  
company is even better!
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THE LOCAL LINE

COUNTY CONTACTS FOR COMMON CONCERNS

Dark Sky Compliance

Lighting Inspection
Request an inspection of your exterior lighting. It includes a written report. Fees 
are $55/hour plus mileage, two-hour minimum. Email Mark for details at 
mstento@coconino.az.gov.

Code Violation Report
Notice illegal lighting? File a report here at www.coconino.az.gov and search for 
Code Violations and Enforcement.

Fixture Review
Not sure if a light is compliant? Send it in for review at mstento@coconino.az.gov.

Still Have Questions?
Email or call Mark Stento, Code Enforcement Compliance Manager, 
at (928) 679-8856 or mstento@coconino.az.gov

Domestic Animal & Wildlife Services

Loose Dogs, Nuisance Complaints, or Dog Bites
Coconino County Animal Management ..................................................  (928) 679-8756

For serious attacks or issues, call the Sheriff’s Office ..........................  (928) 774-4523

Rabies Concerns (Pets or Wildlife)
Report sick or aggressive animals immediately—especially if foaming, staggering, 
or behaving unusually.

Coconino County Animal Management ..................................................  (928) 679-8756

Found a Stray?
Do not approach if the animal appears aggressive. If safe, confine the animal and 
call Animal Management for pickup or next steps.

The Pinewood Fire Department has microchip scanners. You can bring the animal 
to the firehouse or call ................................................................................... (928) 286-9885

High Country Humane ................................................................................... (928) 526-0742

Note: Coconino County has leash laws. Dogs must be under control at all times—
even in rural areas.

Injured or Dangerous Wildlife
Arizona Game & Fish (Flagstaff Region) ................................................... (928) 774-5045

Weekends & after hours call .........................................................................  911

Don’t feed wildlife. Keep trash secure. Report encounters with bears, mountain 
lions, or sick animals.

Loose Livestock
Department of Agriculture (press 1) .........................................................  (800) 294-0305

Environmental & Emergency Services

Illegal Dumping in Forests or Waterways
Environmental Quality Reporting Line ....................................................  (928) 679-8886

(press 1 to leave a message) Reports can be made anonymously.

Flooding Concerns
Coconino County Call Center: ..................................................................... (928) 679-8525

Emergency Planning and Real-Time Updates

Coconino County Emergency Management ......................................... (928) 679-8311

Email: emergencymanagement@coconino.az.gov

Fire-Related Concerns
Illegal Campfires on National Forest Land
Coconino National Forest Dispatch Center ............................................  (928) 527-3552

Coconino County Sheriff’s Non-Emergency Dispatch ........................ (928) 774-4523

(press option 1) Provide detailed location information, such as forest road numbers 
or GPS coordinates, when reporting.

Illegal Campfires (private property) during Fire Restrictions
Coconino County Sheriff’s Non-Emergency Dispatch ........................ (928) 774-4523

(press option 1) Applicable to unincorporated areas of the county.

Fire Restrictions Information
www.coconino.az.gov/2595/Fire-Restriction-Information

Off-Highway Vehicles (OHVs)

Reckless Driving, Trespassing, or Noise Complaints
Coconino County Sheriff’s Non-Emergency Dispatch ........................  (928) 774-4523

(press option 1) to report OHVs off designated routes, speeding near homes, or 
damaging property.

Short-Term Rental Questions & Complaints

Loud Parties, Parking Issues, Trash or Other Nuisances
Coconino County Sheriff’s Non-Emergency Dispatch ........................ (928) 774-4523 
(press option 1) For immediate issues with noise, trespassing, blocked roads, or 
safety concerns.

Ongoing STR Violations or Registration Questions
Coconino County Short-Term Rentals Compliance Officer, 
Mark Stento ........................................................................................................  (928) 679-8856.

Know Your Rights: Short-term rental owners must register their contact 
information with Coconino County and provide it in writing to adjacent neighbors. 
If you never received it, contact the County STR Compliance Officer to verify the 
rental’s registration. Report unresponsive owners, repeated disturbances, or 
suspected unregistered rentals to the County or Sheriff’s Office.

Scan the QR code 
to view this page online.

Bookmark it on your phone for quick 

access anytime.

Facebook Is Not 911!
If you have a concern that needs law enforcement attention, even if you are unsure, 
please call the Sheriff’s Office instead of posting only on social media.

For non-emergency issues such as noise, dogs running loose, suspicious activity, 
traffic concerns, or other disturbances, call Coconino County Sheriff’s 
Non-Emergency Dispatch at (928) 774-4523, option 1.

YOUR CALL MATTERS. Reported incidents help guide staffing and response 
priorities and give the Sheriff’s Office a clearer picture of what is happening 
in our community.
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