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WINE TASTING
& MORE

Munds Park’s Hidden Pour

There’s a little doorway that leads
to your new favorite spot.

You won’t notice it unless
you're looking. That’s part
of the charm.

Inside, you'll find Arizona wines
chosen with care, small plates
made for sharing, and a room that
feels like it was built for neighbors,
laughter, and one more round.

Quiet. Warm. Worth the discovery.

WINE TASTING & MORE
The best secret in Munds Park.

HOURS
Wed-Thu 4-8 | Fri—Sat 3—8 | Sun
48 | Closed Mon-Tue

Avalanche
Snow Removal

Oscar Hollaway
(928) 707-3527

SNOW REMOVAL
SERVICES

Goodfellas
(480) 532-3084

The Cabin Man

Wes Deam Jr

(928) 666-0882
John Tyrrell

(928) 951-6532

PN

623-363-8980

17730 S Munds Ranch Rd
Munds Park, AZ
(At the back door of the old BBQ)

FOLLOW US ON
Facebook & Instagram

Acupun cture
On Call

Clayton Woolley MS., LAc, Diplo,AC
LAC#-01009

L]
<+ » Door to Door Service » Muns Park Resident

» 25 Years Experience
» Chronic Pain = Meck, Back & Hips
» Ostenarthritis » Allergies
= Asthma » Migraines
» Bheumatoid Arthritis = And More

928-299-6731

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
& STORY TIPS!

The Pinewood News welcomes feedback and story tips from

our readers. We encourage comments on any subject or article

we publish. We will consider publishing received letters,
except those that invade privacy or are libelous. All letters

must be signed and include an address and phone number for
verification. Note that letters may be edited for space and clarity.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Genna & Sandee Caviness, Editors & Publishers
928.286.9827 « Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com
PO Box 18977, Munds Park, AZ 86017
ThePinewoodNews.com

ADVERTISE WITH US!

For advertising contact us at 928.286.9827 or
Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.

GET YOUR LOCAL PAPER
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

Bashas - Camp Verde
Camp Verde Community Library
Chevron
Coldwell Banker Realty
Kota’s Coffee House
Pinewood Bar & Grill
Pinewood County Club
Pinewood Powered by Re/Max
Shell Gas Station
The Outpost (Post Office)
Wine Tasting & More

The next issue of the Pinewood News will hit the
stands, Friday, January 9, 2026

0 @3 YouTube
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$429,000
17810 S WALAPAI RD « UNIT #: 55

Exceptional townhome! Spacious treed area on south of unit.
Vaulted ceilings and cozy pellet stove insert in fireplace provides
warmth and ambiance. New flooring, refrigerator, portable air
conditioner and dishwasher. This home comes furnished and
ready for your summer and winter enjoyment.

o

$475,000
17165 ELKPL

Tucked beneath the towering pines, this cozy mountain retreat
blends rustic charm with modern comfort. Vaulted ceilings,
open living, wood-burning fireplace, and a large deck create the
perfect space to relax and enjoy.

$400,000
1170 ECOUGAR ST
Cozy 2-bed, 2-bath home among pines and oaks, bonus room,
private deck overlooking Munds Canyon, fenced yard, gazebo,
bunkhouse, garage, granite upgrades, mostly furnished.
Peaceful mountain retreat.

$475,000
17380 CRYSTAL BROOK PL

Move-in ready Munds Park cabin with modern upgrades, vaulted
ceilings, and cozy charm. New roof, floors, kitchen appliances,
and more. Ideal for weekends or year-round living. Great
community amenities.

Becky McBride Regina Bailey Deavin Sedillo
Designated Broker/Owner Associate Broker REALTOR®
928.606.1385 928.699.7069 928.679.5505

Becky@flagstaffrealestate.com

Regina.Bailey@ProvidentAZ.com

sedillo.d.r@gmail.com

Natalia Robles

$437,000
245 BARNWOOD TRL

Darling little getaway on a beautiful large treed lot (9750 sq ft).
Cozy wood interior with vaulted ceiling and a pellet stove in
living room. Plenty of room on the lot for a garage or to add on.
Home comes furnished too?

$1,295,000
17612 E FAIRWAY DR
MUNDS PARK
Closed restaurant with HUGE potential! Includes land, building,
and all contents. Community is eager for a great eatery! Call Bill
Spain at 602-622-1196. Owner may carry with strong terms.

Aaron Lewis

REALTOR® REALTOR®
928.606.2778 928.707.4950
natalia@chnaz.com aaron@flagstaffareaproperty.com

928-286-9171 « cbnorthland.com




LIBERTY

NEW LOOK, SANME GREAT
SERVICE YOU TRUST!

Liberty Plumbing has a fresh new look—but don’t worry, it's still the same team you’'ve
counted on for years. New logo, same dependable plumbing service you know and love.

At Liberty Plumbing. we handle everything from new construction . Serving Munds Park & Surrounding Areas
to remodels and service for both residential and commercial

projects. With over 30 years of experience, we guarantee your v/ 30 Years of Experience

satisfaction—no matter the size of the Job. Our licensed, Insured,

and bonded team is hand-picked for both skill and courtesy. ' Munds Park Resident

Is Yﬂl.‘.l.r shut off hard to turn™?

We do stop waste valves.

%
LIBERTY E P Tﬂﬂklﬂﬂa Water Heaters

l PLUMBING ]--;Z'-' " When you need a water heater replaced or
T = ‘upgraded, trust Liberty Plumbing.

( ‘\ \ = 0 = Fixture Upgrades

Upgrading fixtures in bathrooms and kitchens offers a
quick, impactful refresh. Modern faucets and handles not
only enhance aesthetics but also improve functionality and
efficiency. These updates boost property value, and with
energy-saving features, they offer long-term cost savings.

FREE Safety Inspections WE

we are finding an alarming amount of safety WINTERIZE Our Services:
CABINS

violations in Munds Park. Be sure your home « Drain Cleaning
is protected and schedule a free inspection - Faucet and Sink Upgrades

with Liberty Plumbing today. n
We Inspect: Gas Lines for New Fixtures &

Propane Tank Relocations

» Valves and flex lines 3
NO SERVICE CHARGE PLUMBER e = i i S

If we don't do anything, we don’t charge. - Water heater exhaust Tollet Repair

S928-851-7773 Fase nes - Water Heaters

« Incarrect work -
WWW.LIBERTYPLUMBINGAZ.COM Water Softeners




PINEWOOD

THE GOOD LIFE, COMMUNITY & DESERT MOUNTAIN LIVING

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

AA Meetings - Feel Better!
Munds Park Community Church

Every Monday, 6 pm
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

Munds Park Community
Church Services

Services Sunday, 10:45 am
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd » Munds Park

Munds Park Town Hall

All residents are encouraged to attend.
Stay informed. Your presence
and participation is essential!

Thursday, May 21, 2026
6:30 pm « Pinewood Country Club

Pinewood Fire Department
Auxiliary meeting
The Community is Welcome!

Tuesday, January 6

6:30 pm « 17670 S Munds Ranch Rd
Munds Park

Pinewood Fire
District Board Meeting
Public Welcome
Tuesday, December 16
3 pm « 18075 Fairway Dr « Munds Park

Pinewood Sanitary District
Board Meeting
Public Welcome
Thursday, January 8
3 pm « 18075 Fairway Dr « Munds Park

C'mon. C'mon Open it ...
The suspense is killing me!

LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS 7

Stay in the loop with everything local: public
notices, community updates, and helpful info
that keeps our community connected.

COUNTY SHARES MUNDS PARK
EARLY FLOOD-MITIGATION PLANS 8

An overview of proposed flood control
projects, their challenges, and the next steps
in the county’s long-term plan.

THINGS TODO 10

Local events, holiday activities, and outings to
make the most of your time in the pines.

HOME MADE & WONDERFUL 13

A warm look at how making Gingerbread
Trifle turns the kitchen into the heart of the
season and lets shared moments outshine the
recipe itself.

AT THE EDGE OF TOWN 15

How a father daughter team is reshaping a
key parcel at the edge of town and exploring
possibilities that could give Munds Park a
true gathering place.

PINEWOOD NEWS KIDS 18

A Christmas Eve tale where Donovan and
his woodland friends uncover the meaning
behind a mysterious lantern’s warm glow.

SHAKEN & STIRRED IN PINEWOOD 21

The lively backstory of Champagne, from its
unexpected origins to the moment it became
the drink of celebration.

TRAVEL 22

A peaceful Irish spa escape where ocean views
and warm hospitality restore the spirit.

GARDENS IN THE PARK 25

Winter is the perfect time to plan, prep, and
dream up your best garden yet.

BOARD GAMES ARE BACK! 27

Board games are back on the table. Why
families are rediscovering the joy of
unplugging and laughing together.

thepinewoodnews.com | DECEMBER 12, 2025 5



CALLING ALL REAL £
ESTATE AGENTS! RINEWOO[

MONDAY,
MARCH 2P MEMBERSHIP

INFORMATION
WHEN: 9AM
WHERE: PCC CLUBHOUSE & INQUIRIES

CAN'T MAKE IT IN PERSON? SEMINAR

WE WILL SEND OUT A :
RECORDED VERSION OF THE ALL ARE WELCOME!

SEMINAR!

SEMINAR TOPICS

BREAKDOWN UNDERSTAND THE
OF NEW MEMBERSHIP
MEMBERSHIP PROCESS FOR THE
PRICING & POLICIES| COMING SEASON

Q & A TO MAKE
SURE WE COVER
ALL THE BASES!

REGISTER TODAY!

M dzamora@pinewoodcountryclubaz.com <& (928) 233 - 8271




LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS

YOUR LINK TO WHAT’S HAPPENING IN MUNDS PARK

UPDATES FROM THE
PINEWOOD SANITARY DISTRICT

Join Us at Our Monthly Board Meetings

We value your input and encourage all residents to participate in our
decision-making process. Board meetings are held on the second
Thursday of each month at 3:00 PM, and the public is warmly invited
to attend. These meetings provide an opportunity to stay informed
about current projects and ask questions during the Call to the Public.
Your voice matters, and we welcome your attendance.

RV Hookups

Pinewood Sanitary District would like to remind everyone, especially
visiting families and RV owners, hooking up RVs to residential clean-
outs is prohibited. We appreciate your assistance and compliance.

Public Utility Easements

Contractors and non-contractors are prohibited from obstructing
Public Utility Easements (PUE) with permanent structures. Before any
work begins, they must call 811 and establish BlueStake notifications

to ensure all underground utilities are properly identified. Additionally,
permission must be obtained from all utility providers before utilizing
or accessing PUE. Failure to comply with these requirements can
result in safety hazards, service disruptions, and legal liability.

Utility Easement Access Required

All utility easements must always remain accessible, as PSD will be
conducting essential repairs prioritized from the most severe issues

to the least. Before work begins, we will make every effort to notify
affected customers in advance; however, schedules may change as
existing problems worsen and require immediate attention. While PSD
will strive to provide notice whenever possible, advance notification is
not guaranteed because these easements exist to ensure public safety
and maintain continuity throughout PSD’s collection system.

Important: If PSD is required to remove any obstructions to access
easements for PSD lines and equipment, the homeowner(s) will be
responsible for any associated costs. In some cases, costs may be
shared between neighbors on both sides of the utility easement,
depending on the specific situation.

WOODY’S PROGRESS REPORT

Welcome to Woody’s Progress
Report (Or Lack Thereof), where
we track the thrilling saga of
absolutely nothing happening.

This prime slice of pavement—
complete with a post-apocalyptic
gas station—has been sitting empty
since 2013. Yes, 2013. So until this
rundown gas station gets a purpose,
we’ll be reporting in every issue

on the thrilling “developments” of
absolutely nothing.

In this issue’s report:

A neighbor reported hearing sleigh bells.
Turned out to be a loose piece of chain-link
clanging in the wind.

THE MUNDS PARK TRAIL STEWARDS

Our 2025 season is a wrap, and what a season it was. Every trail crew
volunteer, every trash clean-up helper, every lunch crew member,
Gail and Rick VanDeurzen for keeping the marquee sharp, and

Cyndi Striegler for powering the website. Everyone who contributed
financially. Our officers and board. You showed up, you worked hard,
and it showed on every mile of trail.

You helped keep our forest clean, safe, and beautiful. We could not have
done it without you.

And now we are already looking ahead. The 2026 season is on the
horizon, and we would love to have you with us. If you are ready to
lend a hand, meet great people, and make a real impact on the place we
all enjoy, join the volunteer team for 2026. For more information visit
www.mundsparktrailstewards.com.

Enjoy the trails in the meantime, treat them kindly, and pick up any
trash you see. Thank you for being part of the MUTS community.

... Continued on page 8

Christmas Eve Services

Munds Park Community Church
Wednesday evening, December 24, 6.pm .

thepinewoodnews.com | DECEMBER 12, 2025 7



LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS

... Continued from page 7

COUNTY SHARES MUNDS PARK
EARLY FLOOD-MITIGATION PLANS

Coconino County Flood Control District officials met with Munds Park
residents on November 12, 2025, to explain the initial steps of a long-
term plan that could alter how future storms impact the community.
The meeting focused on two possible projects: a flood-retarding
structure near Frog Tank and a smaller drainage improvement project
near the Pinewood Blvd. bridge. Both ideas are at the very beginning
of the planning process. Before anything can move forward, the Flood
Control District must determine technical feasibility and then conduct
comprehensive engineering studies, obtain federal approval, and meet
stringent legal and financial requirements.

Why Munds Park Needs Major Flood Solutions

Flood Control District Administrator Lucinda Andreani and hydrologic
engineer Scott Ogden from JE Fuller Hydrology explained that Munds
Park has one of the highest flood risks in the county. The watershed
that drains into the community covers about 45 square miles.

Updated modeling and real-world data from recent storms show that

Munds Park is especially vulnerable during winter rain-on-snow events.

When rain falls on snow or frozen ground, the water cannot soak in.
Everything runs off at once. In 2019, this combination resulted in a
sharp increase in flows through the wash, which closely matched the
District’s flood model. That match confirmed that the current model is
accurate and reliable.

Why Earlier Solutions Did Not Work

A popular idea in earlier planning was to enlarge the natural channel
that passes under the bridge over Interstate 17 near the golf course. The
goal was to move water more efficiently out of Munds Park. However,
updated modeling showed that opening up this natural channel

would push higher flows into Munds Canyon and raise water levels for
downstream property owners along Oak Creek. That type of result is
considered an adverse impact, which is not allowed under floodplain
rules or case law. Because of that, the District did not pursue that
alternative at that time.

Nancy Shelton
Associate Broker

928-856-0152

NancySheltonRealtor@gmail.com

1159 Coyote

Affordable and Adorable. This stick-built 2/2 cabin checks all the
boxes. Great curb appeal, lots of outdoor living space, open great
room with vaulted ceilings, wood burning stove, central heat and
air conditioning. Upgraded, cared for and priced to sell!

Possible Flood-Control Dam at Frog Tank

Ogden explained a new idea that could make a big difference for Munds
Park. The District is considering building a flood mitigation structure
near Frog Tank that functions similarly to a dam, but without a lake.
Under normal weather, it would sit there empty. During a big storm, it
would briefly hold back part of the floodwater, and then meter out the
floodwater over a period of time reducing the impacts downstream.

Think of it as a safety valve. Instead of every drop rushing into Munds
Park at once, the structure would take the punch out of the flood.
During a big storm, the structure would hold some of the water in the
open forest behind it for a short time, then let it drain out naturally
after the storm passes.

Very early modeling indicates that this single structure could reduce
peak flood flows by approximately half. Such a reduction could prevent
Interstate 17 from overtopping, reduce the size of the floodplain

in several areas, and make future improvements possible without
increasing flooding for people who live downstream near Oak Creek.

The District would need to secure approval from the U.S. Forest
Service and fortunately the District has developed a positive strong
relationship with the Coconino National Forest given all the post-
wildfire flood mitigation that has occurred west and north of Flagstaff.
However, if the project is not approved, then it would not move forward
to construction. At this time, the project is at a conceptual level and
the next step is securing the funding to conduct a Phase 1 Engineering
Study to determine minimally the technical feasibility of the proposed
flood mitigation structure. Ultimately to be constructed, engineering
would need to be completed and funding secured. All projects must be
technically, financially, legally and environmentally feasible.

The price will depend on engineering, soil testing, environmental
review, and approval from the Forest Service. Very early cost estimates
range from $ 30 to $ 50 million, but the District will not know the
actual number until the engineering is at a 60% level.

A Smaller Project With Immediate Potential

Ogden also described a much smaller project at the Pinewood Blvd.
bridge. During storms larger than about a 10-year event, water leaves
the main wash through a low spot and floods streets before entering
Odell Lake. A short containment berm could keep flows in the wash
and remove several properties from the floodplain. This improvement
appears feasible within the existing right-of-way and does not depend
on the larger Frog Tank project. It is one of the few near-term options
with a clear benefit, but solely for a limited number of properties.

Scan to see
property details
and photos.

H &
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Concerns About I-17 & Sanitation Risks

One resident asked what happens when a major flood pushes water
toward Interstate 17. Ogden explained that Interstate 17 is a major
transportation route for the region. When the highway closes, it
disrupts travel, commerce, emergency response, and the movement
of hazardous materials. Because of this, the District must consider
Interstate 17 a top priority when studying long-term flood solutions.
The District also plans to work with the Arizona Department of
Transportation through the entire engineering process and when it
reaches the stage of pursuing funding.

Ogden also addressed concerns about the Pinewood Sanitary District.
He explained that the Sanitary District’s wastewater lagoons can be

threatened during very large storms. A storm similar to the major 2004

event, which is considered about a 50-year flood, can push floodwater
toward the lagoon system. Stormwater also enters the system through
leaking manholes during heavy rain, which increases the amount of

wastewater the Sanitary District must manage during a flood. The next

phase of engineering would include evaluating the positive impacts of
the potential projects identified relative to the wastewater treatment
plant. Benefits to the plant may also align for potential federal and
state funding sources.

What Happens Next

Before anything can be built, the District must complete a full
feasibility study. This study will confirm whether the concepts are
technically sound, legally acceptable, and cost-effective under federal
rules. It will also determine whether the Forest Service would allow a
project on its land.

The study and early engineering design are expected to cost between
1 million and 1.5 million dollars, depending on how many projects
move forward.

Why This Matters

Munds Park sits at the bottom of a large watershed. Winter storms
are not going away. The District now has better data, clearer models,
and a few early ideas that may offer real mitigation, but the process is
complex and long. Residents can contact the Coconino County Flood
Control District for more information. Public involvement will matter
as the planning moves forward.

To watch the November 12, 2025 meeting in Munds Park, or review the

presentation slides, please visit: www.coconino.az.gov/3518/FEMA-
Special-Flood-Hazard-Area---Munds-P

-
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More Meetings to Come

The County plans to hold additional public meetings as the study
moves forward. Pinewood News will share the dates as soon as they
are announced so residents can stay informed and take part in the
discussion. The next meeting is expected this spring, based on the
County’s projected timeline.

INSURANCE QUESTIONS?
Meet your Munds Park expert.

Lucky Penny Insurance

B

2

PROTECTING
YOUR HOME
JUST GOT
EASIER!

Trust us with challenging

insurance needs for wildfire o
areas, flood zones, aging roofs, '
and manufactured homes!

Insuring homes in Northern Arizona is no
easy task, but we've got you covered with
an extensive network of over 70 insurance
carriers. Together, we'll explore a wide range
of tailored options that fit your budget and
needs. Secure your peace of mind today
and call Lucky Penny Insurance!

-
PR
April Plonski
Munds Park Resident Since 1990
(602) 922-9956

april.plonski@goosehead.com
www.MundsParklnsurance.com

L T
b o S e

B

*

’ : ;* -I;
928-440-4020 e
WWWAM I dEOWnRVE =]

1359 E Butler Ave, Flagstaff, AZ 86001
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THINGS TO_ DO! THINGS TO DO! THINGS TO DO!

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 24
MAGICAL CHRISTMAS JOURNEY

A holiday train adventure filled
with cheerful elves, the glowing
wmw, Bird’s Eye Village, Flurry the bald
# eagle, and a visit to the North

. Pole to meet Santa and Mrs.
Claus. A lively seasonal outing
for families and anyone who
enjoys a good dose of Christmas spirit.

Time: See website for departure schedule

Location: Verde Canyon Railroad Depot, 300 N
Broadway, Clarkdale

For information: verdecanyonrr.com

Admission: Adults $60, children $40,
Christmas Eve pricing varies

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 24
NORTH POLE EXPERIENCE

Climb aboard a festive trolley
ride to Santa’s workshop for
a holiday adventure filled
with elves, toy building, and
Christmas magic. Multiple
daily departures are available
throughout the season.

Time: See website for departure times
Location: Little America Hotel, Flagstaff

For information: northpoleexperience.com
Admission: $58-68 per person

NOW TO TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30

THE POLAR EXPRESS AT GRAND
CANYON RAILWAY

A cocoa filled trip to the North

the classic story comes to life,
and Santa appears with gifts

| and plenty of cheer. Riders get
cookies, a keepsake bell, lively
characters, and a front row seat
to the holiday magic that has made this ride a
family favorite for twenty five seasons.

Time: 5:30 PM and 7:30 PM
Location: 233 N Grand Canyon Blvd, Williams
For information: thetrain.com

Admission: Rates from $48 to $98. Reservations
required

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13

CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK AT
SEDONA HERITAGE MUSEUM

- Step into a nostalgic holiday
 celebration with hot cider,
cookies, vintage décor, live
music, storytelling, author
signings, hands-on crafts,

and the Museum'’s iconic
tumbleweed snowman. A
festive, family-friendly favorite.

Time: 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Location: Sedona Heritage Museum, 735 Jordan
Road, Sedona

For information: sedonamuseum.org or
928-282-7038

Admission: Free

Pole where elves roam the aisles,

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 30
VALLEY OF LIGHTS

A one mile drive through Fain
Park where glowing scenes,
animated displays, and plenty
of holiday sparkle turn the

W route into a rolling light show. A
k simple, cozy outing perfect for
families and anyone who enjoys
a car full of “look at that” moments.

Time: Sunday to Thursday 6 PM to 9 PM, Friday,
Saturday and holidays 6 PM to 10 PM

Location: 2200 N Fifth St, Prescott Valley, AZ
For information: pvchamber.org
Admission: Suggested donation $5 per car

WEEKENDS, NOW THROUGH
JANUARY 4, 2026

WINTER WONDERLAND HORSE
DRAWN CARRIAGE RIDES

Free holiday carriage rides roll
out from the Flagstaff Visitor
Center and take guests through
Historic Downtown for a cozy,
classic seasonal outing. A
simple way to add a little extra
sparkle to a winter afternoon.

Time: 1 PMto 4 PM

Location: Flagstaff Visitor Center, Historic
Downtown Flagstaff

For information: downtownflagstaff.org
Admission: Free

DECEMBER 18 - DECEMBER 21

PRESCOTT CHRISTMAS VILLAGE

A four day holiday celebration
filled with shopping, treats,
rides, and plenty of seasonal
cheer. Families can visit Santa,
hop on the Christmas carousel,
take the holiday train ride, zip
down the snow slides, and
explore vendors surrounded by bright décor and
lights. Expect a few fun surprises along the way.

Time: Check website for times:
aprescottchristmas.com

Location: W Goodwin St., Downtown Prescott

For information: aprescottchristmas.com
Admission: Free

NOW THROUGH CHRISTMAS EVE

MORTIMER FARMS CHRISTMAS
WALK THROUGH THE FARM

A cheerful holiday wonder
filled with life size snowmen, a
; mischievous Grinch scene, a
UBRSIMAS ¢ sweet nativity and plenty of
lights to keep spirits bright.

Kids can play and feed the

- animals while families enjoy
the cozy small town magic that makes this farm
feel like a Christmas card come to life.

Time: Daily, 7 AM to 7 PM

Location: Mortimer Farms, 12907 E State Route
169, Dewey, AZ 86327

For information: mortimerfarmsaz.com

Admission: See website for details

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20

WINTER MOVIE SERIES - THE
SANTA CLAUSE

Join a free morning show of the
holiday classic at the historic
venue in downtown Flagstaff—

=  perfect for families and early-
~ birds alike.

Time: Doors at 9:00 AM, Show
begins at 9:30 AM

Location: Orpheum Theater, 15 W. Aspen Avenue,
Flagstaff, AZ 86001

For Information: Orpheumflagstaff.com
Admission: Free (no RSVP needed)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2025
WHISKEY ROW BOOT DROP

Prescott rings in the new year
twice, with a 10 PM drop for
families and early sleepers, then
the midnight drop for everyone
going the distance. Live music,
tasty street food, rides, and a
glowing boot sliding down the
flagpole keep the party lively from start to finish.

Time: 7:30 PM to 12:30 AM

Location: Downtown Prescott, Whiskey Row,
Prescott, AZ

For information: bootdrop.com
Admission: Free

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31

NEW YEAR'S EVE IN
DOWNTOWN FLAGSTAFF

Celebrate with the iconic

8 Pinecone Drop at noon, 10:00

4 pm, and midnight—plus live
music, parties, and family fun
all day long. Don’t miss the free
Noon Year's Eve celebration

at Heritage Square and take
advantage of free Mountain
Line bus rides until 1:45 am.

Location: Heritage Square & surrounding
downtown area, Flagstaff

Admission: Free access to main events

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 2026

FIRST DAY HIKE AT DEAD HORSE
RANCH STATE PARK

i Kick off the new year with a

. guided walk along the west
lagoon, Arroyo Trail and
Verde River Trail. The hike is
free in honor of America’s
250th anniversary, making it a
meaningful way to welcome
2026 outdoors.

Time: 10 AM

Location: Dead Horse Ranch State Park, 675 Dead
Horse Ranch Rd, Cottonwood

For information: azstateparks.com

Admission: Free in honor of America’s
250th anniversary



LIBERTY.

PLUMBING

NEW LOOK,
SAME GREAT
SERVICE
YOU TRUST!

—FREE—
SAFETY

INSPECTIONS

We are finding an alarming
amount of safety violations
in Munds Park. Be sure
your home is protected
and schedule a free
Inspection with Liberty
Plumbing today.

*100”

WATER HEATER

$50"

STOP WASTE VALVES

Contact us:
(928) 851 -"7773

www.libertyplumbingaz.com

Commumty MARKETS

WW -TTVT?F

RUBY’S OPEN-AIR FALL AND
WINTER MARKET

A monthly outdoor market filled with vintage
finds, handmade goods, seasonal treats, and
plenty of small town charm. Shoppers can browse,
snack, and enjoy a relaxed day among pumpkins,
sunflowers, and local vendors.

Date: Saturday, December 20

Time: 9 AM to 4 PM

Location: Ruby Road Vintage, 851 E Howards Rd,
Camp Verde

Admission: Free

PEDDLER’S PASS OLD-TIME
FARMERS & FLEA MARKET

Visit Peddler’s Pass Old-Time Farmers & Flea Market
in Prescott Valley, a bustling open-air swap meet
offering a diverse array of items. From seasonal
farm produce and yard-sale secondhand goods

to antiques, tools, collectibles, and rocks & gems,
there’s something for everyone. Known as “the
best swap meet in Arizona,” this family-friendly
market features affordable finds and a wide variety
of vendors.

Date: Every Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Time: 6 AM - 3 PM (Early morning is prime time for
the best picks)

Location: 6201 E. State Route 69,

Prescott Valley

Admission: Free

SEDONA COMMUNITY
FARMERS MARKET

Join us every Sunday for a sunny marketplace
experience! Discover a wide array of local fresh
seasonal produce to unique artisan creations.

Date: Every Sunday
Time: 11 AM -3 PM
Location: 2201 W SR 89A, West Sedona

PRESCOTT FARMERS MARKET

Support local farmers, enjoy seasonal flavors, and
help grow a healthier, stronger local economy with
every purchase.

Dates: Every Saturday, 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM
Location: 900 Iron Springs Road, Prescott,

WINDMILL PARK FARMERS
MARKET

Shop fresh and local every Thursday at Windmill
Park! Find farm-to-table produce, sprouts, fruits,
nuts, eggs, vegan organics, fresh bread,and
honey—straight from local growers.

Date: Every Thursday

Time: 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Location: 9950 E Cornville Rd, Cornville

( a?‘ :% o 5‘ \

\_ : _J

e
NOW THROUGH SPRING 2026

ARIZONA SNOWBOWL

Grab your gear and hit the
1 e slopes at Arizona Snowbowl,

where lift tickets for the 2025-
26 season are now available
online—some deals start as low
| as $10if you buy early and pick
offseason dates.

Time: Daily
Location: Flagstaff-area resort
For information: www.snowbowl.ski

Admission: Prices vary by date; online early
purchase gets the best rate.

Pro Tip: Purchase your ticket in advance online,
pick a weekday if your schedule allows, and you'll
likely get the best value.

DAILY, WINTER/SNOW SEASON

FLAGSTAFF SNOW PARK

b e Tubing lanes built for speed,
&l a kiddie hill perfect for tiny

y i thrill-seekers and enough
snow play space to build an
entire snowman family. With

2 tube rentals ready to go and
outdoor firepits to warm your
fingers, this spot turns a regular

winter day into a full-on “did we really just do

that?” kind of outing.

Time: See website for daily session times
Location: Fort Tuthill County Park, 2446 Fort
Tuthill Loop, Flagstaff

For information: flagstaffsnowpark.com
Admission: See website for ticket pricing

DAILY, WINTER/SNOW SEASON

BENHAM SNOW PLAY AREA

A simple, wide open spot south
_ of Williams where families

SBES  can roll giant snowballs, build
¥ snowmen and enjoy relaxed
winter fun without fees or frills.
It's quiet, low key and great
for anyone who wants a basic
snow day without the crowds.

Time: Daylight hours

Location: Benham Snow Play Area, Perkinsville
Road, south of Williams

Admission: Free

SNOW PLAY TIPS FOR
NORTHERN ARIZONA

« Always check road conditions before heading
out. Road closures can happen without warning.

» Follow parking rules. Some areas, including
Fort Tuthill, have winter parking restrictions

« Bring your own gear when visiting non
commercial spots. Pack sleds, warm layers and
any safety items your group needs.

« Pack out everything you bring. Trash and
broken sleds have become a real issue at free
snow play areas, so help keep the forest clean.

« Natural snow varies. Even in Flagstaff,
officials note that some seasons start slow and
certain public areas may not have enough snow
for sledding.

« NEVER park along any highway for snow play.




1350 E THUNDERBIRD TRAIL

Large Chalet with easy access to deck and
entry. Covered carport that leads to a single
car garage with entry up to the upstairs
family room. Fenced in yard.

All showings must have an appointment.

1410 E LOBO LANE

Remodeled home with vaulted ceilings,
propane fireplace, Trex decking, and
updated kitchen. Main-level primary
suite, bonus room, guest bath, garage
with remote, and covered front and back
porches. Great for entertaining.

HOMES BY DEBI B

R

75 BISON DRIVEL

Charming chalet with open floor plan,
fireplace, and extra-large covered Trex deck
off the kitchen and living room. Main-level
primary bedroom opens to private deck.
Two furnished bedrooms upstairs, garage
with backyard access, shed for storage, and

Starlink included. Backs to acre lots.

LOTS FOR SALE

46 EOAKDR $279,00

Over 40,000 square feet lot. Absolutely
incredible views from the top. Heavily treed.

17615 S MUSTANG RD $300,000

One of the last remaining lots avaialable on
Animal Hill, well over 6800 sq ft, sloped toward
the street and around the corner from the
National Forest

17375 CRYSTAL BROOKPL $199,500
Secluded from the road. A long driveway that
opens to an extra large lot with beautiful oak
trees surrounding the perimeter.

110 E OAK DRIVE

16-wide manufactured home: new flooring,
appliances, roof, dual-pane windows; solid
foundation, dog run, two powered sheds.
Fully furnished, covered porch.

Debi Brig

Managing Broker / Realtor®

028.699.7703 CELL
BrightDebi@gmail.com

IGHT

405 E CEDAR WOOD DRIVE

Brand-new four-bedroom, two-bath Cavco
with over 1,600 sq ft, vaulted ceilings,
large windows, and open floor plan.
Features deep covered front porch, ceiling
fans throughout, abundant natural light.
Completion expected by end of April.

ht

RE/MAX Pinewood
15 W Pinewood Blvd

PO Box 17218

Munds Park, AZ 86017

39 YEARS OF MAKING YOUR

DREAMS A REALITY

DREAM BIG, BORROW SMART!

Dreaming of a Getaway?
Make it Yours with Vacation Home
Financing from Residential Mortgage

Escape to your own paradise with our portfolio Second Home Loan
options, designed to bring you closer to the vacation home you've
always imagined. At Residential Mortgage, we understand the unique
needs of buying a second home. That's why our tailored financing
solutions offer competitive rates and potential savings—making your
dreams of a serene retreat more achievable and affordable.

Why Choose Our Second Home Loan?

Exceptional Pricing Expert Guidance Tailored Solutions

Meet Your Vacation Home Fv‘lnlndﬁg Expert! :

NMLS 208600
Vice President of Sales &
Proud Munds Park Owner

(602) 321-06462 ) ron.s@residentialmtg.com

7047 E Greenway Phkwy. Suite 220,
Scottsdale, AZ 85254

tice, Qualified
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HOME MADE & WONDERFUL

GINGERBREAD TRIFLE

BY NINA KNEADS TO BAKE

The kitchen is where the
Christmas season begins,
the place where preparations
for celebrating with family

everyone in it, and the scent
of ginger and cinnamon
fills the air, announcing

the season as clearly as the
wreath on the door.

What makes these moments
settle into fond memories
isn’t the food. It’s the people
nearby, whether friends,
family, or both. Children
climb onto stools for a better
view and sneak a taste.
Friends find their way to the
counter with the quiet ease
that comes from shared holidays, and the room fills with the gentle
cheer that only Christmas brings.

Cooking together has a way of slowing the world down. You pass a
spoon across the counter. You steady a measuring cup for a younger
hand. You talk about nothing in particular while the scent of warm
spice builds. It isn’t about getting things perfect. It’s about being side by
side long enough for the spirit of the season to quiet us, slow us down if
we let it, and enjoy those around us.

These simple hours tend to become the ones people remember. Not the
gifts. The moments in the kitchen where everyone found something to
do and felt welcome doing it.

So this year, let the kitchen earn its place. Turn on the music. Let the
air fill with the good smells of the season. Invite your people into

the work, even if it gets a little messy. The food will be finished soon
enough. The memories will stretch a lot farther.

This gingerbread trifle is layered with moist gingerbread cake,
homemade caramel sauce, and whipped gingerbread cream cheese
filling. Perfect for a crowd during the holiday season!

and friends take shape. The Ingredients
steady warmth from the .
oven warms the house and Gingerbread Cake

- 3 cups all purpose flour

- 1%/2 teaspoons baking powder

- 1/2 teaspoon baking soda

- 15 teaspoon salt

- 1Y2 tablespoons ground ginger

- 1Y4 teaspoons ground cinnamon

- 3/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg

- 15 teaspoon ground cloves

- 1 cup unsalted butter room temperature
- 1%/2 cups light brown sugar packed
- 3large eggs room temperature

- 1teaspoon vanilla extract

- 34 cup molasses

1 cup whole milk room temperature

Whipped Gingerbread Cream Cheese Filling
- 16 ounces cream cheese room temperature

- 34 cup granulated sugar

- 1teaspoon ground ginger

- 1teaspoon ground cinnamon

- 14 teaspoon ground cloves

- 2 tablespoons molasses

- 2 tablespoons milk

- 1 cup heavy whipping cream

...Continued on page 14

KOTA'S POURS
THE CUP YOU WAKE UP
THINKING ABOUT!

Serving Firecreek Coffee & Espresso,
Specialty teas, plus Chai & Matcha.
Fresh baked goods, breakfast and lunch that
makes winter feel a little brighter.

OPEN ALL WINTER!

(928) 286-2331

17680 S. Munds Ranch Rd.
Munds Park, AZ 86017

KOTA’S

COFFEE HOUSE
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WORD SEARCH

CREATED BY PAUL MASON - SOLUTION PAGE 33

SMAGI HOLLYDTROP
USYTI VI TANEYZBAB
SELSI I GOLDRELUY
ELOGTDBRANDYJOY
JCHVONIRATSNICE
EIT AWAY I NAMANGER
BCWRMKRCGDAERBT
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MRAVSCXMASPCHSS
HALMUCDELGSLRITE
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Away in a Elves Joy Present
Manger Fir Magi Red
Baby Gift Mass Sauce
Birth Gold Myrrh Sled
Brandy Ham Nativity Sing
Bread Holly Nice Star
Carol Holy Noel St. Nick
Cedar Icicles Pie Tidings
Child Inn Pine Toys
Cocoa lvy Plum Vixen
Crib Jesus Port Yule

Cupid

TOY STORAGE

Munds Ranch Toy Storage is your new spot for clean, secure,
modern storage. Family-owned and easy to use.

= 7 am to 7 pm access every day

= 24/7 video surveillance

= Indoor and outdoor units

= Fast online booking and payment

Join the wait list or learn more at mrtstorage.com

CALL 480-244-8295 TO RESERVE A SPACE TODAY!
17777 S Munds Ranch Rd - Munds Park, AZ 86017

WWW.MRTSTORAGE.COM

HOME MADE & WONDERFUL

... Continued from page 13

Caramel Sauce

1 cup granulated sugar
- 5 tablespoons unsalted butter cold
- 1/2 cup heavy whipping cream cold

- Vb teaspoon salt

Instructions
Gingerbread Cake

1. Preheat oven to 350°F (177°C). Grease two 9 inch round cake pans,
and line the bottoms with parchment paper.

2. Whisk flour, baking powder, baking soda, salt, ginger, cinnamon,
nutmeg, and cloves together in a medium sized bowl.

3. Inalarge bowl, cream butter and sugar together until fluffy and
lightened in color, about 3 minutes. Add eggs, vanilla, and molasses.
Mix until well combined.

4. Add in milk and dry ingredients alternatively starting and ending
with flour (3 additions of dry ingredients, 2 of milk).

5. Pour batter evenly into the prepared pans. Bake for 23-28 minutes,
or until toothpicks inserted in the center of the cakes come out
clean. Let cool on a wire rack for 5 minutes, and then turn cakes
out of pans and let them cool completely on a wire rack.

Whipped Gingerbread Cream Cheese Filling

1. Inalarge bowl, beat cream cheese and sugar until well combined.
Add ginger, cinnamon, cloves, molasses, and milk. Mix until
well combined.

2. Whip heavy whipping cream in a medium bowl, until stiff peaks
form. Fold half the whipping cream into cream cheese mixture.
Gently fold in remaining whipping cream. Chill in the refrigerator
until ready to use.

Caramel Sauce

1. Inaheavy bottomed saucepan, heat sugar over medium heat until
melted, stirring constantly.

2. Once melted, immediately remove from heat and stir in butter and
heavy whipping cream. The mixture will violently bubble.

3. The caramel will stop bubbling when the ingredients are well
combined. Stir in salt and pour caramel into a small bowl to cool
completely before using.

Assemble

Cut gingerbread cake into 1 inch square cubes. Place a layer of cubes in
the bottom of trifle dish. Drizzle ¥4 of the caramel over cake, and then
place a layer of whipped cream cheese over the cake and caramel.

Repeat 2 more times and finish with a layer of whipped cream cheese
and a drizzle of caramel over the top.

Cover trifle and place in refrigerator for at least 4 hours or overnight.
The trifle needs time to settle and for the flavors to marry. Decorate
with gingerbread men before serving, if desired.

' The best meals are
 (_  cooked at home!
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AT THE EDGE OF TOWN
Tim Smith & His Daughter Zoe’s Vision for Munds Park’s Front Door

BY SANDEE CAVINESS

When you pull off I-17 into Munds Park, you
pass a stretch of land that looks, at first glance,
like any other commercial edge along a highway.
Gravel, trees, a wash cutting through it, and
construction and movement of earth that will
soon reveal itself.

For Tim Smith and his daughter Zoe, that
26-acre parcel west of Munds Park, south of
Agee’s, is not just another stretch of interstate
frontage property. It is the land they have been
quietly shaping, and the spot where they believe
Munds Park could gain both practical storage
and something it has never quite had: a shared,
thoughtfully planned front porch.

Tim bought the land around 1999. He has made

a living as a builder and developer, and he likes to
joke that floodplains have followed him from job
to job. This one is no different. The maps

have shifted twice since he closed on the ground,
so every shovel of dirt is tested against charts
and elevations.

“It looks simple when you drive by,” he said, “but
there is a lot going on under the surface.”

The First Phase: RV & Toy Storage

The only part of the long-term vision currently underway is an RV and
toy storage facility at the back of the property. The plan is to start with
open-air spaces, then add enclosed storage buildings as demand grows.
Around 200 spaces are included in the initial layout, though that
number may shift based on what the community needs. The Smiths
hope to open the facility in early 2026 and will share updates through
the Pinewood News. Reservations are already being accepted. See the
ad on page 14 for contact information.

The storage facility is not designed to be a field of exposed rigs. A
seven-foot perimeter fence of corrugated metal and expanded wire
surrounds the space, offering a clean, modern appearance. The entire
facility will be gated, with keypad access, security cameras, and
operating hours generally set from morning into early evening.

Lighting is a frequent concern in a dark-sky community, and Tim has
made it a priority from the start. The planned fixtures follow Flagstaff’s
dark-sky standards, using low-mounted, amber-colored lights that
reduce glare and limit skyglow. Only a small number of poles will be
installed, just enough to ensure safety and visibility without flooding the
area with light. The goal is to protect the night sky, not light up the forest.

“We do not need to light this up like a shopping center,” he said. “We
just need to see who is there and keep it safe at night.”

When the Smiths first drew up the concept, they pictured Phoenix
area residents storing their rigs here instead of dragging them up and
down the hill every weekend. Early phone calls and inquiries have
surprised them.

“So far the interest seems to be right across the street,” Zoe said. “A lot
of Munds Park residents are tired of losing their carport or garage to a
fifth wheel all summer.”

Some of the calls have come from owners of high-end diesel coaches
who want a secure, screened home for their investment. Others are
simply looking for a place to park an extra vehicle so the driveway is
usable again.

Tim Smith & His Daughter Zoe

— Tim believes that shift could quietly improve the

look of Munds Park neighborhoods.

“If we can move some of the bigger units out of
side yards and shared driveways and into a lot
that functions well, it cleans up the streets,” he
said. “That feels like a win for everybody.”

Respecting the Floodplain

When construction equipment rolled in and
trees started coming down, many in the
community wondered what was happening along
the wash. Tim says the changes were part of a
calculated plan to follow floodplain regulations
and improve water flow, not disrupt it.

According to county flood rules, a landowner
can raise ground in one area only if they
remove the same amount of soil from another.
This ensures the wash still has the capacity to
carry stormwater during heavy rains. On this
property, that meant digging out one section of
the floodplain so another section, where the RV
storage pad will go, could be built up without
increasing flood risk.

“It’s basically a trade,” Tim explained. “We remove material from one
spot to deepen the channel, and that allows us to raise another area
while keeping the water flow the same.”

The elevated pad, he said, remains about a foot below the mapped flood
level and should safely accommodate RVs without affecting nearby
properties. As for the trees that were removed, Tim clarified that they
were located outside the official flood zone and were cleared only as
part of the necessary grading work.

“I get why people are concerned when they see trees come out,” he said.
“But in this case, it was done carefully and by the book. The goal is to
manage water properly, not push it into someone else’s yard.”

Exploring Options
for a Shared Community Space

Ask Tim what comes after the storage yard, and he doesn’t pull out a
glossy master plan. He talks instead in sketches and “what ifs.”

Standing on the open ground near the highway, Tim gestures toward a
natural bowl formed by the wash and grading work, with a tree-lined
slope rising behind it. “This could be an amphitheater one day,” he said.
“Stage at the bottom, trees as the backdrop. Movies, music, community
events. It’s already shaped for it.”

Then the conversation turns to food.

This year he planted his first real garden on the hill above, just to see
what would happen. Pumpkins sprawled. Vegetables came in faster
than his family could eat them. Friends went home with armloads.

“I have never gardened in my life,” he admitted. “We still ended up with
more than we needed. It felt like something we should offer
the community.”

The Smiths imagine a community garden where locals can reserve
plots, share water, and grow food together. Nearby, the flat open space
could host a farmers’ market with real parking, rather than vendors

... Continued on page 17
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Mountain Dreams Realty PmeWOOd (928)853 4529 Phx TO“ Free (602)29] 163]

Pat & Bruce Moore - Marketing Pinewood / Munds Park for 46 Years
(B e Northern Arizona MLS & Phoenix MLS

Country Living In The Pines

B

Mountain Dreams Realty

Mountain Dreams Realty

855 E Navajo Road, Munds Park The Moores 2836 E Gelding Drive, Phoenix

Mountain Dreams Realty is located in both
Pinewood/Munds Park and the greater Phoenix area.

Now you can have Realtors that you trust represent you in both locations.

When you hire Mountain Dreams Realty, you will gain the benefit of a family that began
Marketing Real Estate in the 1950°s. We are eager to share with you our
experience and knowledge as well as our commitment to
Service at a Fair Price.

Integrity and Service before Profit or Commission!

Pat & Bruce
wishing everyone a very

%w%mm&ﬁwq%w%

- Sale Pendlng : _ ; : , '
255 E. Oak Dr - $368, 900 17050 Big SKy Dr - $345,000 17265 Buffalo Run $479 000 440 E Navajo Rd - $950,000

Completely Remodeled Quiet Cul-de-Sac Mountain Living ! Rare Opportunity on Navajo Road
Open Floor Plan 938 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 2020 Cavco, Vaulted Ceiling Views of Golf Course & Mountains
1152 SqFt, 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths Furnished, Covered Decks on Both Sides 1,560 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 1,820 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
Covered Deck, Work Shop Good Parking, Large Storage Shed Front & Side Decks Fireplace, Large Deck, 2 Car Garage
Call Pat Moore (928)853-4529 Call Pat Moore (928)853-4529 Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542

REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR®
John Cheri Sharon Andy Cheri Buchholtz Bob Joncas Catherine Rob Elizabeth

Sharapata Moore Treat Buchholtz Associate Broker Associate Broker Maschue Moore Hausman

(480)695-8929 (928)286-9335 (602)717-4414 (928)286-9335 (602)291-1631 (928)853-8542 (818)429-3362 (928)286-9335 (623)570-3076

Mountain Dreams Realty (928)853-4529

www.mountaindreamsrealty.com



AT THE EDGE OF TOWN

... Continued from page 15

setting up in improvised lots. They are clear about one thing: they do
not want to run the market themselves.

“We know enough to know what we do not know,” Zoe said. “There are
already people in the region who run true farmers’ markets with real
produce and quality vendors. We would rather work with someone like
that and focus on being good land stewards.”

Over time, Tim can see the strip becoming a small-town center of sorts.
A café that serves local food. A place for yoga classes. Shared paths that
connect to the forest instead of random cuts through fences.

“What Munds Park does not really have right now is a common meeting
place that feels like the heart of town,” he said. “We have the room here
to try to build something like that if people want it.”

They are big fans of models that already exist nearby: a Rimrock shop
that roasts its own coffee and stocks local eggs, produce, and prepared
foods; Camp Verde farms that sell directly to families; and the growing
number of restaurants in the region that focus on fresh, lighter meals.

“Munds Park is full of people who hike, bike, and want to feel good,”
Zoe said. “The land here could support that kind of lifestyle in a
practical way.”

Respecting the Land & Setting Boundaries

Owning a wide-open parcel next to the woods comes with its own
troubles. Over the years, drivers of off-road vehicles have cut locks,
sliced fences, and even driven over gates to reach the forest illegally.
They tear up the ground and let cattle out. They break things because
they want a shortcut.

That history shapes how the Smiths think about their space. If they
add gardens or markets, they will likely create pedestrian entrances or
turnstiles to keep vehicles out.

“We want people to enjoy this place,” Zoe said, “but we have to protect it
too. There is a balance between open and overrun.”

Shared Easement, Shared Frustrations

There is an old easement running in front of the Chevron, Agee’s (now
no longer in business), and neighboring parcels. You cannot talk about
this land without touching it.

According to documents Tim has reviewed with his attorney, a 50 to
60-foot-wide ingress and egress easement was created decades ago to
guarantee access across the frontage to several parcels and to public
utilities. It runs parallel to the highway and includes the strip where
Agee’s and Chevron customers often park.

For many years, that easement functioned quietly in the background.
As businesses grew busier and Munds Park saw more visitors, the same
strip began filling with cars and trucks. When Tim leased part of his
land to a construction company during the interstate project, their
heavy rigs sometimes could not get through. Utility vehicles faced the
same squeeze.

From Tim’s point of view, that turned a legal access question into a
safety concern. He says he asked that parking be pulled back, that “no
parking” signs be posted along the easement, and that he even offered
to lease a portion of his own property as a fenced seasonal parking area
for Agee’s and their customers. The offer, he says, was declined by the
property’s owner, representative.

Meanwhile, petitions have circulated in the community in support

of continued parking near the restaurant, and many residents
understandably worry about what changes to that strip could mean for
a local business they enjoy.

As of this writing, the legal questions about how the easement can be
used and by whom are being handled by attorneys. The Smiths say
their goal is to secure clear access for their land, their tenants, and
utility providers, while leaving room for nearby businesses to find
workable parking solutions on land outside the access corridor.

Looking Ahead

For now, what is actually happening on the ground is straightforward.
RV and toy storage will come first. Munds Park residents will have one
more option to store their rig currently occupying the carport.

The rest is still a conversation.

Community gardens. A farmers’ market with real parking. Maybe

an amphitheater. Maybe a handful of small local businesses. None of
it moves forward without partners and neighbors. None of it works
without people who want open space, good food, and a place to gather.

“This place has a lot of potential,” Zoe said. “If we do it right, it can
become something that serves the whole community. A place for people
to come together, enjoy good food, connect with neighbors, and enjoy
themselves. That is our hope.”

JOIN US FOR

Breakfast, Lunch, &Dinner

Plus, enjoy our bottle service—
carry out your favorite liquor to go!

Taco Tuesday & Mexican Food Thursday is BACK!

(0) 4 9\

Tuesday-Monday 8am-8pm
CLOSED Tuesday & Wednesday

ORDER TO GO! (928) 286-0332

65 Pinewood Boulevard e Munds Park, AZ
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Snow had arrived overnight and
did what snow always does in
Munds Park: it made everything
quiet enough that you could hear
yourself think, which Donovan
found both pleasant and mildly
unfamiliar in our noisy world.

Donovan was on his way to visit
Peanut, the woodland mouse who
lived near the old pine, when he
noticed something odd. A soft
glow flickered near the old oak tree,
warm and golden, and definitely
not coming from anything he'd
misplaced. Donovan had once lost
a library book for three whole days,
so he knew the signs.

When he reached the tree, he
found a bright lantern hanging
from a limb. A note dangled from its handle.

For whomever needs a bit of light this Christmas Eve.
“Well,” Donovan said, “that sounds like everybody.”

He took the lantern and hurried to Peanut’s house, which took longer
than expected because he walked carefully—the sort of careful
reserved for breakable things, especially when you're headed toward a
mouse who worries easily.

Peanut opened the door. “Donovan! You're glowing.”

“Not me,” Donovan said. “This.” He held out the lantern. “It’s for
whoever needs light tonight, which is an excellent plan, because it is
dark every night.”

Peanut admired it but frowned his usual tiny frown. “But who left it?”

“That,” Donovan said, “is a mystery. And mysteries are best solved with
friends. Also snacks.”

Peanut happily agreed to both.

They gathered everyone: Smokey the raccoon ran in with enough
enthusiasm to jolt the lantern sideways twice; Sir Hopsalot, the
woodland bunny, demanded to know whether lanterns had proper
permits; Walter the old badger said he appreciated the light but
wouldn't depend on it; Pumpkin the fox and Ollie the young deer
arrived with cocoa; and Dr. Hoo, the owl, declared himself the official
historian of the lantern even though nobody asked.

They placed the lantern on a tree stump and discussed the mystery.
The glow pulsed softly, brighter whenever someone stepped near it,
almost as if it was listening.

“Maybe it's from Santa,” Peanut whispered.

PINEWOOD
NEWS

KiDs!

“Or maybe it’s a trap,” Sir Hopsalot
countered.

“Raccoons love traps,” Smokey
said cheerfully, which was not
reassuring.

Donovan studied the lantern
carefully. “I think,” he said slowly,
“that this lantern is meant to
remind us of something.”

“What's that?” Pumpkin asked.

“That we're better together. A
lantern on its own can only shine
on one spot. But if we take it with
us, we can share it wherever we go.”

Everyone paused. Not just
because this was a remarkably
deep thought, but because
Donovan rarely said things that
sounded so sensible—especially for a boy who was only ten years old.

They decided to carry the lantern through Munds Park, stopping at
every home to share its glow. As they walked, the lantern grew brighter.
By the time they circled back, even Walter admitted it was “not a bad
bit of cheer.”

Peanut leaned close to Donovan. “Do you think the lantern carries a
light meant for us?”

Donovan looked at his friends, all bundled together, laughing, trying
not to slip on the snow, passing the lantern gently from hand to hand.

“I think it's meant for everyone,” Donovan said. “Just the kind of light
that doesn’t need explaining.”

They hung the lantern on a branch of the old oak tree where everyone
could see it. By morning it had vanished, but the glow remained,
resting in their hearts as though it had always belonged there.

WRITE A LETTER TO SANTA!

Send your letter and share your wishes, dreams, and wonders
for Christmas! Santa reads them all, and
always writes back!

Gte .

Mail your Christmas wishes to:

Santa

c/o Pinewood News Kids
PO Box 18977

Munds Park, AZ 86017

Mail by December 18 so the elves get it
to Santa in time!
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CRMVY SBAVCYESEKSGCNH Cheer Snow

ERAI I I OCUI SFLTZEKT I V Christmas Thankful

LI RTLFRLQEGLHALTDW Family Tidings
ETPEIYEHLZEANWEFIL .
BHWXETKBCBNCR | x Ty OJrtitude  Warmth
RKKOFHUCBEKAEMOQW] g Holiday Wonder
AEJEDZICDFGAKJQOOG Joy Wreath

TWOF I XYUETILDXNUE pkidoocs Yule
EFQABVLBHWBMIWSHI
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Junk Remaval

TRASH PROBLEM?
Forget about it!

LOCAL. AFFORDABLE. FREE QUOTES.

Junk Removal * Dumpster Rental
Excavation ¢ Demolition

Contact us with your unique project today!

(480) 532-3084
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Professional seamless gutter and leaf filter installation,
along with gutter cleanout services, are offered across

Medicare Northern Arizona.

I 2
QUEStIOnS : Experience high quality, hometown care.

For a FREE estimate, contact Dan

928-699-9277

or eldengutters@outlook.com

Call me anytime, | can help!

602-730-6315
Stacey Sabo, Licensed Agent

G Not connected with or endorsed by the US

ﬂ-:gg--v government or the federal Medicare Program. eldengutters.com Licensed, Insured & Bonded
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SHAKEN & STIRRED IN PINEWOOD

CHAMPAGNE: A HAPPY ACCIDENT

A Champagne cork pops and suddenly
the room feels brighter. Its backstory

is just as lively, with a monk, an
Englishman, a scattering of royals, and
winters so cold politicians kept their
hands in their own pockets. Pour a flute
and let’s see how the bubbles began.

A Cold Problem
Creates Bubbles

The Champagne region of France
became the unlikely birthplace of the
world’s most famous bubbles. Back in
the 1600s, winemakers were making
still wine, and the region’s icy winters
kept sabotaging their efforts. The cold
temperatures would halt fermentation
and push the yeast into dormancy.
Once spring arrived and the bottles
warmed up, the yeast restarted its
work, creating a second fermentation,
and trapped carbon dioxide inside.
Suddenly, there were bubbles.

Not Everyone Was Thrilled

At first, winemakers saw it as a problem, and they had a point. Bottles
were exploding because the pressure kept building, and cellars became
dangerous. Still, this “flawed” wine had fans, especially across the
English Channel.

Veuve Clicquot Brut
Yellow Label

A perfect choice for Christmas
gatherings and New Year’s
toasts. Veuve Clicquot brings
bright, lively flavor that pairs
easily with holiday food and
festive moments. It is reliable,
joyful, and ideal for sharing
with family and friends.

Dom Pérignon’s Real Role

The famous story says Dom Pérignon invented sparkling wine and
shouted, “Come quickly, I am tasting the stars.” It is a great line, but
history gives the credit elsewhere. Dom Pérignon did not invent
sparkling wine. What he contributed was technique. He perfected
grape blending, improved clarity, and worked tirelessly to stop bottles
from bursting. His influence shaped the quality of Champagne, even if
he was not the father of the fizz.

Help From Across the Channel

The English were unintentionally pushing
Champagne toward greatness. In 1662,
scientist Christopher Merrett recorded
how sugar could be added to encourage
a second fermentation. It was the first
known written explanation of deliberate
% sparkling winemaking. English glassmakers
f‘ “‘ were also producing bottles with coal-

!

bt ]

E‘ 4 j|;.ﬂ' fired furnaces, which made the glass far
stronger than anything produced in France.
Those sturdier bottles kept the wine from
exploding during secondary fermentation.
Without these advances, Champagne might
have remained a regional curiosity.

Ly
1

Louis Roederer Cristal

Cristal is elegant, rich, and
polished, making it a standout
for Christmas dinners or
ringing in the New Year with
style. If you want to pour
something memorable for your
guests, this is the bottle that
rises to the occasion.

By the 1700s, sparkling Champagne
moved from accident to obsession. French
aristocrats prized the drink, and Madame
de Pompadour, the mistress of King Louis
XV, was one of its most famous fans. She
supposedly said, “Champagne is the only
drink that leaves a woman beautiful after
drinking it.” The wine soon spread throughout royal courts in Europe
and became a symbol of celebration, sophistication, and status.

Protecting the Name

With popularity came imitators. By the 19th century, sparkling wines
from all over the world tried to pass themselves off as Champagne.
Producers in the actual Champagne region refused to let that slide. The
French government stepped in to protect the name. If the wine did not
come from the Champagne region, it could not use the name. That rule
still stands under strict international agreements.

A Story in Every Sip

Today, Champagne is not reserved for royalty. It appears at weddings,
birthdays, quiet achievements, and celebrations. People reach for it
when life feels big and quiet moments worth celebrating. Each bottle
carries centuries of discovery, effort, and craftsmanship.

Time For a New Roof?

Delaying the investment is going to cost you.
Roofing materials and labor costs are steadily
rising and that's unlikely to change soon.

Curious as to what
a ReRoof Costs?

(928) 882-0882 3can the QR Code to

LegacyRoofingNow.com g€t an Instant Quote! E i

AZ ROC License #253824

ROOFING

g

12,

thepinewoodnews.com | DECEMBER 12, 2025 21



TRAVEL

COASTAL CALM & IRISH CHARM AT SHANDON HOTEL & SPA

BY “UNSTOPPABLE STACEY” WITTIG

A rejuvenating retreat on Donegal’s Wild Atlantic Way offers soulful
spa rituals, breathtaking scenery and warm local hospitality.

If you ever dream of escaping to a place where nature calms your spirit
and spa days unfold like poetry, then follow me to the quiet edges of
County Donegal, Ireland. Tucked along a rugged sweep of coastline on
the Wild Atlantic Way, the Shandon Hotel & Spa is a coastal hideaway
where green hills roll into the sea, rainbows arrive on schedule and the
pace of life slows to a kindhearted Irish rhythm.

I discovered this restorative refuge during a recent trip to Ireland’s

far northwest—one of the country’s most remote and least-visited
regions. Although Donegal has earned accolades as one of the world’s
most beautiful coastal destinations, it remains delightfully uncrowded.
Even better, Shandon Hotel & Spa is still something of a local secret.
Northern Irish women have quietly claimed this 4-star retreat as their
sisterhood sanctuary for years, slipping away for spa weekends and
celebratory getaways. Visiting Americans? Rare. Which makes the
cultural experience not just authentic—but heartwarming.

My stay began before dawn on a calm Irish morning. I woke in my
spacious Executive Suite to a blush of light rising over Sheephaven Bay.
As the sun climbed, the water shifted from pewter to gold, reflecting

Horn Head on Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way
Photo by Unstoppable Stacy

soft ripples against the grassy hills. Wrapped in a cotton robe, I brewed
a French press coffee and settled by the picture window to watch the
day arrive.

A hearty Irish breakfast set the tone for the day ahead—fluffy eggs,
rashers of bacon, brown bread thick with Irish butter and servers who
chatted like old friends. Then it was time for what Shandon does best:
soul-soothing spa rituals.

Shandon Spa is housed in a separate stone building above the sea. Its
floor-to-ceiling windows frame scenes of sheep grazing on nearby
pastures, giving guests the sense of sinking into the rhythms of rural
Irish life. Before my treatment, I sipped tea in the relaxation lounge,
letting the view do its quiet work.

Warm lamplight and the scent of essential oils welcomed me into the
treatment room, where my therapist’s steady pace and gentle method
seemed designed to unravel every tight muscle from shoulders to
toes. Afterward, I drifted back to the lounge, loose and luminous. A
spa attendant appeared to escort me to a private outdoor soaking tub

... Continued on page 24

Sending warm wishes for a Holiday Season
filled with peace, love, and joy.

Thank you, Munds Park, for your trust,
support, and referrals throughout the year.

REALTYONEGROUP
MO LN T DESERT

——

Lorraine De La Cruz
Your local Munds Park Specialist

602-295-5827

www.delacruzsells.com

Your partner in real estate from beginning to end — and your trusted resource long after closing. | 1=}
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In need of home repairs?
We’ve got you covered from

Top to Bottom!
N\

NI\

NORTHERN ARIZONA
ROOF SERVICES

Free Estimates and Financing Available

Call (928) 366-3504 or visit

www.nhorthernarizonaroofservices.com
ROC CR-42 349278 Licensed, Bonded and Insured

CertaPro Painfers-
| |

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

For a free estimate, call E E

(928) 456-4336

or scan today! ?E
ROC#158334 Licensed, Bonded, and Insured

¢
%, FLOOR COVERINGS
0‘:‘0

EﬂTLtﬂdIE&I-mf |

Call (928) 774-4669

or scan for your free
in-home consultation

ROC# 272865 Licensed, Bonded, and Insured

Ask for details on how to save when using two or more*



TRAVEL

... Continued from page 22

Tea at Shandon Hotel & Spa in Donegal, Ireland
Photo by Unstoppable Stacy

Irish countryside | Photo by Unstoppable Stacy
overlooking the countryside. “Prosecco or orange juice?” she asked. I chose bubbles. The
Irish way, I've learned, often leads to celebration.

Shandon’s thermal suite invites lingering. Indoors are a hydrotherapy pool, sauna, salt
room and heated tile loungers reminiscent of a Hammam. Outside, a communal wooden
hot tub sits on a terrace high above the coastline. Just steps away, an icy plunge pool dares
you to be bold. I took the plunge. My shriek echoed, but my spirit felt wildly alive.

The beauty of basing yourself at Shandon is how easily it connects you to Donegal’s
natural wonders. A scenic coastal drive took our group to Horn Head Cliffs, where
massive sea stacks and dramatic drop-offs form one of Ireland’s most cinematic
panoramas. Another day, we toured the Crolly Distillery, home to handcrafted whiskey
and a fascinating tale of Donegal resilience. Glenveagh National Park, with its castle,
formal gardens and mountainous trails, made for a perfect final-day pilgrimage.

But the moment that stitched Donegal into my heart happened not on a cliff or in a spa,
but inside the hotel ballroom.

Shandon hosts monthly dinner-theater nights—lively events where locals arrive in
busloads, dressed to sparkle and ready for fun. The performance during my stay was
“ABBA Sensation,” and by the time “Dancing Queen” filled the room, we were all on
our feet. I found myself swept into a circle of Donegal women who sang, laughed and
welcomed me as if I were one of their own. Later came “Rock the Boat,” a beloved
Irish wedding tradition involving synchronized seated dancing that defies adequate
explanation. You have to see it. Better yet, you have to join in.

Travel, at its best, draws you closer to the soul of a place. At Shandon Hotel & Spa, that
soul feels unmistakably Irish—warm, generous and full of joyful mischief.

As I packed to leave, I paused again at the window. Another rainbow—Donegal’s parting
gift—arched over the coastline. I took a deep breath and let thankfulness sink in. For
the spa treatments that restored me. For the landscapes that humbled me. For the
people who folded me into their laughter. And for the reminder that sometimes the most
meaningful journeys are the ones we didn’t know we needed.

If youre considering a winter escape, let the wild beauty of Donegal be your balm. And
if you go, give yourself over to the spa, the sea air, the slow mornings and the music that
inevitably pulls you into the moment. Shandon Hotel & Spa is worth crossing an ocean for.

If You Go

Shandon Hotel & Spa is in Dunfanaghy, County Donegal, on Ireland’s spectacular Wild
Atlantic Way—about 3 hours northwest of Dublin and 2 hours from Belfast.

Getting There

Fly into Dublin (DUB) or Belfast (BFS). Rent a car or join a small-group tour to explore
Donegal’s coastal drives, cliff viewpoints and national parks at your own pace.

Best Time to Go

Winter brings fewer crowds and calm, introspective beauty. Spring and fall offer mild
weather, colorful landscapes and excellent value.

Shandon Hotel & Spa, shandonhotelspa.com

“UNSTOPPABLE Stacey” Wittig helps you plan your own unstoppable adventures. Find more
travel inspiration at unstoppablestaceytravel.com.

q.‘_s and Da .
‘9‘& Contracting D{s»

Interior & Exterior Residential Services

INCLUDE | coNSTRUCTION

Carpentry
Decks
Eaves
Fascia

Gutters
Painting
Sheetrock
Siding
Skirting
Trim

RENOVATIONS

L

REMODELING ’7~ 3

REPAIRS
%k kk ok
CUSTOMER

Call for an Estimate Today!

(928) 814-2066

www.davisanddaviscontracting.com
Licensed - Bonded « Insured « ROC#302711
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GARDENS IN THE PARK

MAKING THE MOST OF WINTER WITH OFF-SEASON PROJECTS

BY MISTI WARNER-ANDERSEN

WARNER'S Winter may look like the slow season of
NURSERY your garden, but I've always thought of it
e as one of the most inspiring times of the
year. When the leaves have dropped, and
everything is dormant, you can suddenly see your yard with brand-new
clarity, giving you a real sense of what your garden could be.

Winter is when the fun planning begins.

A great place to start is with your soil. Strong, healthy plants begin
with strong, healthy soil, and winter gives you plenty of time to make
sure yours has what it needs. At Warner’s, we have soil testing kits
available right in the nursery, and our team is always ready to help
you understand the results. Once you know whether you need to add
compost, adjust pH, or boost specific nutrients, you can make a plan
now - long before the spring rush.

This quieter season is also perfect for catching up on anything you
didn’t get to before the first snow. If you've got dead or diseased plants
lingering, go ahead and clear them out so pests and diseases don’t
settle in for the winter.

Winter is also when I start making lists, and I encourage you to do the
same. Think about the plants you've fallen in love with, the garden
projects you've been daydreaming about, or the tools you wished you had
last season. And if it’s too late to get something for Christmas, let your
loved ones know that gardeners appreciate Valentine’s Day gifts, too.

Your tools deserve a little winter attention as well. Pruners, shovels,
and trowels work hard all year long, and a good cleaning, sharpening,

& |
Ths N

I
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Kitchen Remodeling Bathroom Remodeling

QUALITY ON TIME, EVERY TIME

- Kitchens that inspire.
- Bathrooms built for comfort and elegance.

« Smart additions. Custom decks. Beautiful spaces.

quality and trust, Barden Home Builders brings your
vision to life.

From award-winning designs to a reputation built on

or repair now will make a world of difference come spring. If anything
is beyond repair, winter is a great time to upgrade. We’re always happy
to help you find the right replacement, and we can walk you through
how to care for your tools to make them last.

With your garden bare, it’s also much easier to imagine your spring
layout. Take a little time to walk through your yard and picture where
things might go: new shrubs, refreshed perennial beds, a veggie garden
expansion, you name it. Many gardeners find it helpful to sketch a
simple layout, but even a few notes in your phone work just fine. The
important thing is that youre thinking ahead. Planning now means you
get to hit the ground running once the weather warms.

And of course, even though your garden is in “rest mode,” you still have
one very important job: watering. Our winters in Northern Arizona can
be dry, and your trees, shrubs, and perennials still need moisture. On
warmer days - when temperatures rise above freezing - give your plants
a slow, deep soak. A little winter watering can make a big difference in
how well your landscape bounces back in spring.

At Warner’s Nursery, we love helping gardeners in every season, but
winter is when next year’s beautiful garden truly begins. Whether you
want help testing your soil, choosing tools, building your plant list, or
planning your layout, were here for you. Because, believe it or not, spring
will be here before you know it, and everything you do now helps make
sure it’s your best gardening season yet.

Happy gardening, Misti Warner-Andersen

Home Remodeling Exterior Remodeling

S

BARDEN Ak

CUSTOMER
HOME RATING!
BUILDERS LLC Google

Call 928-607-4015 for a consultation

See our work at bardenhomebuilders.com
Licensed « Boned « Insured « ROC# 245687 v'VERIFIED

NOW BOOKING FOR SPRING 2026!
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ONLY $4,900!

Bath to Shower Conversion

-I:__,_'|'+-|-

+ +

sﬁé\l,:vER SPECIAL FOR
+ BATH MUNDS PARK & RIMROCK!

Safe Shower & Bath offers home plumbing services and
bathroom remodeling. All quotes are good for 60-days and
we encourage you to get more quotes!

Package includes Moen rough in valve trim kit, curtain rod, 3
cultured marble panels to approximately 78” above sub-floor.
30” x 60” low profile pan and a 24" grab bar.

Call, Text or Email

(928) 499-1843

azsafeshower@gmail.com

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED - ROC#336088 v'VERIFIED
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Flagstaff Wholesale Flooring RA'%NG-

We provide exceptional service and competitive
wholesale prices to a range of clients including
contractors, builders, designers, homeowners,
DIY enthusiasts, and handyman services.

For all your flooring needs including TURF at
only $1.99 sqft!

(928) 526-1341

flagstaffwholesaleflooring.com

IE|

8 Waterproof LVP in stock

limited supply! I e
=] 'I"l_"L_';‘_'_‘-:l " —-ﬂ_.

.

Visit Our Showroom
1000 E Butler Ave, Suite 104

Flagstaff’s Finest, Serving Munds Park & Verde Valley Too! Flagstaff, AZ 86001

INDUSTRIES, INC.

CAVCO HOMES

OVER 100 HAPPY CUSTOMERS
IN MUNDS PARK!

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY
Call Ken at 623-680-2345 For information

$109,900

(Prices subject to change)

¢ Dual pane windows

« Solid wood cabinets

doors & drawer fronts
Carpet Install

50’ utility room

Tape & textured walls T/O
Drywall close oft

e

See model at Model Home Center
Bell & Grand Ave.

FEATURES

26 The Pinewood News | DECEMBER 12, 2025



THE GREAT GAME COMEBACK

Why Board Games Are Rolling Back Into Our Hearts

There was a time when fun came in a cardboard box. It didn’t need charging. It
didn’t ask for your Wi-Fi password. It only required a little table space, friends
or family, and perhaps some healthy competition that occasionally resulted in
Monopoly pieces being launched across the room. And then screens came along
and convinced us they were the only entertainment we'd ever need.

And yet, here we are, creeping back toward the very games we shoved into the hall
closet years ago. Just like books and vinyl records, board games are proving that
old favorites rarely go out of style. In fact, they might be exactly what we need now
more than ever.

Board games give us something modern life is surprisingly short on: real
connection. The kind you can feel. The kind where you look someone in the eye
instead of staring at a tiny bubble with their initials in it. They remind us that
laughter sounds better in person. They remind us that storytelling, problem-solving,
bluffing, bonding, and even the occasional tantrum feel more meaningful when
we're sitting around a table together.

Kids love them because play is natural. Adults love them because play has
become rare.

In a busy world, these games let us slow down. Time stretches differently when
everyone shuffles cards or debates whether a certain word in Scrabble is real. There’s
comfort in the familiar click of puzzle pieces coming together, the suspense of a
Jenga tower swaying, the triumph of solving a mystery before your friends catch up.

It has a scent too. A new board game smells like fresh ink and brand new
adventures. A well-loved one smells like history. Family history. Weekend
memories. Holiday laughter. Snacks spilled in excitement. Rules argued over for
years, but always with love.

And the best part? This magic doesn’t require anything new. It has been waiting
patiently on the shelf, ready whenever we are. We don’t have to invent something to
bring joy back into our homes. We only need to dust it off.

So this season, instead of letting the
glow of our devices turn us into quiet
spectators, we can open a box that brings
everyone to life. We can deal a hand. Roll
the dice. Crack a joke. Make a memory
that doesn’t disappear into a digital
archive.

| wasn't Ho-Ho-Ho'ing AT you,
| was Ho-Ho-Ho'ing
with you.

Screens will always be part of our lives.
But there is still room for the shuffle of
cards and the cheers that follow a well
played move. It’s not nostalgia pulling us
back. It’s wisdom. We remember what felt
good. And we want it back.

Gather close. Clear the table. Someone
pick the game. Fun in a box is calling.

THE CABIN MAN LLC

Husband Can’t Do it? The Cabin Man Can!

—

Deck Painting & Staining « Snow Removal
Pine Needle Removal « Weed Abatement
Small Repairs

Call Wes
Munds Park Resident

928-666-0882

deamwes84@gmail.com

DARREN
LANCE
ELECTRIC

* RESIDENTIAL * REPAIR
- COMMERCIAL * REMODEL
- NEw CONSTRUCTION

928-853-9594

dlelectric74@yahoo.com
ROC 286350 - LIC/BON/INS
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™ 928-646-0313

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

Interior & Exterior Painting
Deck Construction, Repair & Refinish
Cabin Staining & Maintenance
Custom Remodels & General Construction

SERVING MUNDS PARK FOR OVER 40 YEARS!

S CUSTOMER

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

SUDOKU

CREATED BY PAUL MASON - SOLUTION PAGE 33

CUSTOM HOMES
REMODELS
ADDITIONS & ADUs

" CUSTOMER ?
¢. RATING! _;#
m Google g &4

FLAGSTAFF'S CLIENT FOCUSED BUILDER |

HIGH CALIBER
CONSTRUCTION

ELEVATE

YOUR LIVING SPACE

Whether you're taking the first steps loward your
dream home or have a few guestions, we're here

to guide you. Reach out to High Caliber today, and
let's lay the foundation for a beautiful partnership

928.526.2156 www.hcnaz.com

5200 E. Cortland Blvd Ste D6 | Flagstaff, AZ 86004
sales@hcnaz.com

ARIZONA ROC LICENSE NUMBERS:

kg1 252743 crn 275972 ¥ VERIFIED
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LOCAL LORE

A CHRISTMAS CHURCH BUILT IN FAITH
BY FLAGSTAFF’S FIRST FAMILIES

On December evenings in
downtown Flagstaff, the small
Gothic chapel on Cherry and
Beaver looks as if it gathered
sunlight in its stones just for this
season. Its gargoyles keep steady
watch. The bell tower guides
anyone who needs a reminder of
where peace can still be found.
Locals call it the Pink Church,
though its true name is the Nativity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Chapel.
Built in 1930 from local volcanic
stone, it stands quietly at 16 West
Cherry Avenue.

The story reaches back to 1888,
when Flagstaff was a tough railroad
town and Catholic families had
faith but no resident priest. They
carried permission from the bishop
and a determination that did not
bend. With their own hands they
built a brick church south of the tracks and worked hard to finish
before Christmas. A visiting priest arrived in time, celebrated the

first Mass on Christmas Day, and the church took its name from that
moment. Nativity was not chosen for sentiment. It was the truth of the
calendar, set in brick and later in stone.

As the town grew north, the parish moved with it. In 1930 they built
the present chapel, a modest Gothic landmark with its slim tower,
pointed arches, and stained-glass windows that spill color across
the floor like bright beads scattered on wood. Those windows were
designed and painted by Jesse Earl Fink with hand-blown German
glass, showing how far beauty can travel to find a home.

Step inside on a winter night and the quiet feels alive. The air carries a
hint of pinyon smoke from the neighborhood. When a car passes, the
windows answer with a soft shimmer. Even the gargoyles seem less
like warnings and more like guardians. People still marry here, mourn

here, and gather here when the doors open for prayer or special events.

Though it is not a full-time parish today, it remains under the care of
the San Francisco de Asis community and continues its steady life as a
working chapel.

The Christmas thread never loosened. That first Mass in 1888 set a
pattern, and every December since has pulled on that original line of
hope. If you pause long enough, the building tells the story for itself.
The tower rises like a simple statement of trust. The nave holds its
breath the way a singer does before a carol. The windows turn daylight
into a book of color that shifts as the clouds move. A historic marker
outside offers the short version, but the deeper one waits inside, where
the light settles softly on coats and faces and makes you stand a little
straighter.

A recent chapter is quieter and just as faithful. Years of winter and sun
wore at the stone and slate. Volunteers formed Save Nativity BVM and
stepped forward to repair what time had strained. In June 2022 four
small ventilator windows were taken out, shipped to a conservation
studio in California, restored, and returned. Work like that rarely
draws attention, but it keeps the story alive for the next generation.
Open-house days welcome the community to see the progress and to

Church of the Nativity
Photo courtesy of Save Nativity BVM

help, because a fragile treasure
heals when neighbors show up, not
when they hope someone else will.

So here is your Christmas walk.
Park on Cherry as the sky cools
into that deep desert blue. Let the
tower lead you. Read the bronze
plaque. Step inside if the doors are
open. Stand in the colored light
and remember the families who
finished their church in time for
Christmas 1888, the craftsmen who
lifted the glass into place in 1930,
and the volunteers who crated
small windows in 2022 so the rest
of us could keep standing here. Not
every miracle comes with trumpets.
Some arrive as a humble chapel
that holds back the dark and turns
winter into something gentle.

Visit www.savenativitybvm.com to learn more.

CUSTOMER
RATING!

WE OFFER
PROFESSIONAL...

v WINDOW CLEANING
v PRESSURE WASHING
v GUTTER CLEANING

FOR FAST & CONVENIENT SCHEDULING
book on-line at PineCountryWindows.com

928-527-0671
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Arizona North
Tree Service

Hazardous tree removal and
tree trimming for over 19 years.

Services Include:

« Dead Wooding

« Tree Thinning

« Tree Pruning

- Wildfire Fuel Reduction

Call Mike Welch Today
for a FREE Estimate

928-286-2522

AZNorthTree.com

Licensed, Insured, reliable
& professional service.

GET THE BEST RESULTS FOR YOUR TREES

Call Mario & Mario Landscaping & Tree Service!

We offer experienced and qualified
tree services throughout all of
Munds Park and surrounding areas.

Mario and Mario
andscaping & Tree Service

(928) 282-3118

TREE PRUNING We prune according to your and the
tree’s needs, removing deadwood, raising the canopy, and
promoting a healthy tree and growth.

TREE REMOVAL When trees need removal for health
proximity or safety reasons, we will carefully and safely
remove your trees.

TREE INSTALLATION Want to plant a new tree? Rely on
Mario and Mario to help choose the most productive and

aesthetically pleasing spot for it. VISA @m biscover

LICENSED « BONDED ¢ INSURED « ROC# 165704

' Additions
Decks
Minor Plumbing
Electrical
Sliding Windows
Doors

v'VERIFIED ROC# 210759 e Licensed ¢ Bonded e Insured

\' b4

Interior & Exterior
Remodels

Drywall & Drywall
Repair

Call Larry McCoy (928) 814-9522

Munds Park Resident for Over 32 Years!
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Brought to you by the merry volunteers of the
Pinewood Fire Department Auxiliary!




CLASSIFIEDS THE FLAGSTAFF

HANDYMAN.COM

REPAIRS AND MAINTEMANCE A-Z

Kevin Hanley {

FOOSE HOME REPAIR MIRACLES ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS LICENSED # SONOED @ INSURED
Servicing Munds Park & Rimrock Munds Park Local « ROC#317085 928.637.8481
928-456-3413 « fooserepairs@protonmail.com 747-218-1060 OR 818-248-1240 Tﬂ%ﬁ;ﬁﬁﬂiﬁ?ﬂ

R.O.C. # 200295

TEXT OR CALL AND LEAVE A MESSAGE
**YES! - BUILDING THRU THE WINTER MONTHS!**

THE HANDY DANDY MAN PETE T _—_———
. . REMODELING & HANDYMAN CONTRACTOR
Home Repairs « Local « Professional - Dependable

Not a licensed Contractor

15 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL SINCE WAY BACK IN 197211
Call 928-542-6387 . . . YES! MY ASSOCIATE AND I ARE OLD TIMERS
The local choice with a professional touch. & BELIEVE IN DOING BUSINESS THE OLD SCHOOL WAY!
480-532-3084 - www.azgoodfellas.com VERY HIGH QUALITY AT A REASONABLE PRICE!
HANDYMAN SERVICES — - —
Tree & Yard Work « Hauling « Plumbing - Carpentry DECKS & DECK REPAIRS INCLUDING HANDRAILS & STAIRS,
ADA RAMPS. ALL CUSTOM HANDRAILS INCLUDING HOGWIRE,
CALL JOHN 928-951-6532 - Not a licensed MOUNTAIN LAUREL, AND STAINLESS STEEL CABLE.
CUSTOM KITCHEN, BATH, AND PORCH REMODELS.
Contractor CERAMIC AND PORCELAIN TILE PROJECTS,
MOBILE PET GROOMING AND SO MUCH MORE - JUST ASK!
o OI\II“TLYESOS fJER‘\?ICdEVSV 5 Bella’s Pet Grooming R IP I E OO
Ine Neeale Clean Up « Yar or _ _ . . . MUNDS PARK
602-621-2903 - Foosemobile@keemail.me REFERENCES

CALL JOSE 928-514-9901

UPON REQUEST!

SUMMIT PAINTING LLC

Professional Interior & Exterior Painting Services MIKB’S FhOOR COUBRING
CALL 928-853-7475

Commercial, Residential & Houseboat Flooring
Free Estimates « Ceramic « Carpet « Vinyl Plank - Hardwood

DO YOU KNOW (928) 699-3655
weimasterl@msn.com
WHERE YOUR VISIT OUR SHOWROOMY
KEYs ARE? 4025 E Huntington Drive, Suite 120 - Flagstaff, AZ 86004
H Munds Park Résident for 24 Years!  Licensed » Bonded - Insured - ROC206317

Bill’s Lock Shop Desert

(928) 699-8868 Electric,
Serving Munds Park Inc.

Jeff Doyle
Serving Satisfied
: 623-293-1452
J“st Moved? Customers Since 2003

Bonded e Insured ® ROC#193022 Sl D 2

Re-keying is the safest

thing to do!
Ask about a lock BUZZ’S CONSTRUCTION

- |
check-up! Services Include

Carport installations » Minor building additions
Deck restoration » General repair « Exterior house painting
Tree cutting & firewood » Yard clean-up & hauling

Gall Buzz Today! (928) 607-5932

References Available - Not a licensed Contractor

4.5

J ok ok kok
PICTURES Residential & Commercial
Shingles * Repairs * Flat Decks
SOLUTIONS

Call for a FREE Estimate Today
Jeff Leland Owner

cell (928) 699-8517

Office (928) 226-8175

32 The Pinewood News | DECEMBER 12, 2025



ESSENTIAL ROOFING

WHEN QUALITY & EXPERIENCE MATTERS

NEW & RE-ROOFS

SHINGLES - METAL « PORCH ROOFS

REPAIRS

CHIMNEY & SKYLIGHT LEAKS
ICE DAMS « VENTILATION

Contact Steve Lemons

(928) 707-1024

EssentialRoofingCompany@gmail.com

Munds Park Resident Since 1980
Bonded & Insured | License ROC 198120

V g

4.8/5 Stars
100+ Reviews

A\ROOFING

ReRoof - New Roof - Repairs

Solar Shingle Experts - Get 30% Tax
Credit on your New Solar Shingle Roof!
Tax Credit ENDS December 31st.

(928) 882-0882

LegacyRoofingNow.com Az ROC License #253824

4.9

* ok ok k
CUSTOMER
RATING!

“We'we Here For You*

For Heating or Air Conditioning Repairs,
Service, or Replacement

CALL 928-300-4002 TODAY

HOURS: Monday - Friday 7am-4pm

CROSSWORD SUDOKU

Solutions Solutions

WORD SEARCH KIDS WORD SEARCH

Solutions Solutions

e 714]3]2|1]6]5|8]9
L[E[C]T 1]5]2[4]9]8]3]6]7
A|L BN E
3 G 6la]s]s]|7[3]2]1]4
< 2[7[5]6[4][1]9[3]8
D M 4(119]13|8|7]6]|2|5
. v g|3|efol2]5]4[7]1
O | o 5/8l4]1]6[2]7]9]3
o|NJu S T{1[N[E 9(211})713|4]18|5]|6
P|O|R M I |R|K|S
IR . 3le|7]8]5[9]1]4]2
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WHO HANDLES WHAT IN COCONINO COUNTY
BECAUSE GOOGLE DOESN'T ALWAYS KNOW THE MOUNTAIN WAY.

Spot an error or missing contact? Let us know: Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.

Environmental & Emergency Services

Dark Sky Ordinance & Lighting Inspections

Coconino County offers Support for Keeping Our Sky’s Dark lllegal Dumping in Forests or Waterways
Environmental Quality Reporting Line (928) 679-8886

Lighting Inspection

Request an inspection of your exterior lighting. It includes a written report. Fees (press 1 to leave a message) Reports can be made anonymously.

are $55/hour plus mileage, two-hour minimum. Email Mark for details at

: Flooding Concerns
mstento@coconino.az.gov.

Coconino County Call Center: (928) 679-8525

Code Violation Report Emergency Planning and Real-Time Updates

Notice illegal lighting? File a report here at www.coconino.az.gov and search for

Coconino County Emergency Management (928) 679-8311
Code Violations and Enforcement.

Email: emergencymanagement@coconino.az.gov
Fixture Review

Not sure if a light is compliant? Send it in for review at mstento@coconino.az.gov.

Fire-Related Concerns

Still Have Questions? .
lllegal Campfires on National Forest Land
Email or call Mark Stento, Code Enforcement Compliance Manager,

at (928) 679-8856 or Mstento@coconino.az.gov Coconino National Forest Dispatch Center (928) 527-3552
Coconino County Sheriff's Non-Emergency Dispatch .........ccconeeeee. (928) 774-4523
Domestic Animal & Wildlife Services (press option 1) Provide detailed location information, such as forest road numbers

or GPS coordinates, when reporting.

Loose Dogs, Nuisance Complaints, or Dog Bites

lllegal Campfires (private property) during Fire Restrictions
Coconino County Animal Management (928) 679-8756

Coconino County Sheriff’s Non-Emergency Dispatch .........ccoueuuue... (928) 774-4523

For serious attacks or issues, call the Sheri’s Office ......vvererreennens (928) 774-4523 (press option 1) Applicable to unincorporated areas of the county.

Rabies Concerns (Pets or Wildlife)

Coconino County Animal Management (928) 679-8756

Fire Restrictions Information

www.coconino.az.gov/2595/Fire-Restriction-Information
Report sick or aggressive animals immediately—especially if foaming, staggering,
or behaving unusually.

Off-Highway Vehicles (OHVs)

Found a Stray?

Do not approach if the animal appears aggressive. If safe, confine the animal and Reckless Driving, Trespassing, or Noise Complaints

call Animal Management for pickup or next steps. Coconino County Sheriff's Non-Emergency Dispatch ................ (928) 774-4523

The Pinewood Fire Department has microchip scanners. You can bring the animal

(press option 1) to report OHVs off designated routes, speeding near homes, or

to the firehouse or call (928) 286-9885 damaging property.
High Country Humane (928) 526-0742
Note: Coconino County has leash laws. Dogs must be under control at all times—
even in rural areas. Short-Term Rental Questions & Complaints
Injured or Dangerous Wildlife . . .
) 9 Loud Parties, Parking Issues, Trash or Other Nuisances
Arizona Game & Fish (Flagstaff Region) (928) 774-5045 ) . )
Coconino County Sheriff’s Non-Emergency Dispatch ........cccoecuuueee. (928) 774-4523
Weekends & after hours call m (press option 1) For immediate issues with noise, trespassing, blocked roads, or
Don't feed wildlife. Keep trash secure. Report encounters with bears, mountain safety concerns.

lions, or sick animals. . . . . . .
Ongoing STR Violations or Registration Questions
Loose Livestock Coconino County Short-Term Rentals Compliance Officer,
Department of Agriculture (press 1) (800) 294-0305 Tristan Dowse (928) 853-5340

Know Your Rights: Short-Term Rental owners must give their contact details to
Coconino County and provide them in writing to adjacent neighbors. If you live
next door and never received this information, call the County STR Compliance
Officer to confirm the property’s registration. For unresponsive owners, recurring
disturbances, or suspected unregistered rentals, report the issue to the County or
the Sheriff’s Office.
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JUST ONE MORE

Toni Rohlwing shared her artwork with us earlier this year. While we chose a different

cover for December, we are excited to share her charming Christmas painting with our
Pinewood community. Toni created this playful elk tangled in lights for her grandkids, a piece
that shows the fun and creativity she brings to her work. Born and raised in Phoenix,

she has always enjoyed painting, and even though she recently sold her Munds Park cabin,

we believe once a Mundsie, always a Mundsie. We are happy to feature her art and
celebrate her connection to our community.



4.8/5 Stars
100+ Reviews
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From Munds Park to Phoenix—
Legacy Roofing protects
every place you call home.

oo tnate (928) 882-0882




