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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR & STORY TIPS!
The Pinewood News welcomes feedback and story tips from 

our readers. We encourage comments on any subject or article 
we publish. We will consider publishing received letters, 

except those that invade privacy or are libelous. All letters 
must be signed and include an address and phone number for 

verification. Note that letters may be edited for space and clarity.
Send your letters to: PO Box 18977, Munds Park, AZ 86017,  

or email us at Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.

Advertise with us!
For advertising or content contributions, contact us  
at 928.286.9827 or Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.  
The Pinewood News can be found in Munds Park,  

Rimrock, and Camp Verde.

contact info
Genna & Sandee Caviness, Editors & Publishers
928.286.9827 • Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com

PO Box 18977, Munds Park, AZ 86017
ThePinewoodNews.com

Junk Removal • Dumpster Rental 
Excavation • Demolition

Contact us with your unique project today!

(480) 532-3084  
Orders@azgoodfellas.com    

www.azgoodfellas.com 

Licensed and Insured: ROC 355111 • 348718   

  

LOCAL. AFFORDABLE. FREE QUOTES.

TRASH PROBLEM? 
Forget about it!
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MEET OUR COVER ARTIST
Diane Deam

If you’ve spent any time in Munds Park, chances are you’ve come across  
the art of Diane Deam—affectionately known by Genna as “Momma Diane.” 
A beloved local talent, Diane is known for her serene landscapes, hand-
painted cards, and for founding the popular Munds Park Rocks group. She 
and her fellow rock artists delight the community by hiding painted rocks 
for neighbors and visitors to discover—little gifts of joy that brighten trails, 
doorsteps, and hearts.

Many of us are lucky enough to have her artwork hanging in our homes, and 
we’re proud to feature her as the very first local artist on the cover of  
The Pinewood News—a tradition we hope to continue.

If you’re a local artist or photographer and would like your work considered 
for a future cover, we’d love to hear from you. Email us at Hello@
ThePinewoodNews.com to be part of something special.



928-286-9171 • cbnorthland.com 

Aaron Lewis
REALTOR®

928.707.4950
aaron@� agsta� areaproperty.com

Deavin Sedillo
REALTOR®

928.679.5505
sedillo.d.r@gmail.com 

Holly Zamora
REALTOR®

928.853.7176
holly@jbreandco.com

Sonia Draper 
REALTOR®

928.699.8621
Sonia@Draper-Realtor.com

928-286-9171 • cbnorthland.com 

$749,000
1325 E JAGUAR LN, , MUNDS PARK

In desirable Animal Hill, this 4-bed, 3.5-bath 
cabin o� ers two suites, game room, open living 
with wood stove, fenced yard, garage, and deck. 
Most furniture included—move-in ready retreat!

$425,000
307 E FOXBORO RD LOT 4, MUNDS PARK
Experience luxury living at Foxboro Ranch 
Estates on this 1.99-acre lot bordering National 
Forest. Enjoy 116 acres of open space, lakes, 
and scenic trails in this premier Northern 
Arizona community.

$275,000
1200 S Riordan Ranch St #125, Flagsta� 

Perfect for an NAU student, or second home. 
Conveniently located across NAU and downtown 
Flagsta� . Newly painted interior. Stack unit 
Washer & Dryer. HOA covers water, trash, sewer 
and hot water.

$1,495,000 • 17612 E FAIRWAY DR, , MUNDS PARK
Closed Restaurant with HUGE potential. Was an Italian restaurant opened during COVID 
and closed 11/9/2021. Sale price includes the land, building, all contents. The community 
really wants a good restaurant and this could be the one! Owner is a licensed real estate 
broker in the state of Arizona. Call Bill Spain, owner, 602-622-1196 for details. Owner may 
carry with a signi� cant down-payment/scenario.

$529,000
260 SANDIA CIRCLE

Escape to this charming A-frame cabin in Munds 
Park. Vaulted ceilings, a huge deck, cozy � replace, 
and rental income potential make it the perfect 
getaway—just 20 minutes from Flagsta� .

$495,000
17563 S OSPREY CIR LOT 16

Build your dream home on this 1.82-acre lot in 
Foxboro Ranch, backing the Coconino National 
Forest. Enjoy lakes, trails, wildlife, and peaceful 

mountain living just minutes from Flagsta� .

$475,000
95 E FOXBORO RD #11, MUNDS PARK

Lot 11 in Foxboro Ranch o� ers 1.73 acres backing 
the forest. Enjoy stocked lakes, trails, clubhouse 
amenities, and utilities on-site—perfect for 
building your private retreat among the pines.

Regina Bailey
Associate Broker

928.699.7069
Regina.Bailey@ProvidentAZ.com

Becky McBride
Designated Broker/Owner

928.606.1385
Becky@� agsta� realestate.com

Starting May 11
Lillie Mae’s Pickled Garden 

is popping up every Sunday!
Find them in the Coldwell Banker Northland 
parking lot with all your favorite canned and 

jarred goodies—from pickles to jams and more.

Swing by, stock up, and support local!



0% APR FOR 36 MONTHS0% APR FOR 36 MONTHS

AZTOYBROKERS.COMAZTOYBROKERS.COM
928-925-7190928-925-7190

APPLE CAR PLAY & ANDROID AUTOAPPLE CAR PLAY & ANDROID AUTO
9 INCH TOUCHSCREEN9 INCH TOUCHSCREEN

UP TO 25+ MPH UP TO 25+ MPH 

CARTS AS LOW AS $6,795CARTS AS LOW AS $6,795
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AA Meetings - Feel Better!
Munds Park Community Church

Every Monday, 6 pm
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

Munds Park Community 
Church Services

Services Sunday, 10:45 am
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

Pinewood Fire Department 
Auxiliary meeting

The Community is Welcome!
Tuesday, May 6

6:30 pm • 17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

Pinewood Fire 
District Board Meeting

Public Welcome
Tuesday, May 20

3 pm • 475 E Pinewood Blvd

Pinewood Sanitary District 
Board Meeting

Public Welcome
Thursday, May 8

3 pm • 18075 Fairway Dr

Local HIGHLIGHTS

Local Highlights continued on page 7

AT LAST, THE NEW FIRE STATION IS BEING BUILT,  
WE ARE SO EXCITED!!

Agee’s annual Pinewood Fire Department Labor Day Fundraiser is August 30th to raise funds to 
help furnish the new station.  Split the Pot ticket sales begin Memorial Day weekend.  To donate, 
volunteer or for more information, email pfdauxdonations@gmail.com or call/text Lisa at 602-
399-0415 for donations or Gail at 623-670-0255 to volunteer.

MUNDS PARK COMMUNITY WATCH TOWN HALL
Thursday, May 15, 2025 | 6:30 PM

Pinewood Country Club

Start the new year informed and involved.
Join us for the first Community Watch Town Hall of 2025—an important evening of updates 
from local and county leaders who serve Munds Park. From fire and law enforcement to forest 
management, flood mapping, and weather forecasts, this is your chance to hear what’s ahead and 
ask questions that matter.
Whether you’re a full-time resident or a weekend neighbor, your voice counts. Let’s come together 
to keep our community strong, safe, and connected.
Mark your calendar. Bring a friend.

NEED TO KNOW
Wildfire preparedness and spring cleanup efforts are in full swing across Munds Park. Here’s 
what residents need to know about road maintenance, green waste drop-off, and upcoming 
community cleanup opportunities:

Willard Springs Is Open
Due to a dry winter and heightened wildfire risk, the Willard Springs Green Waste Site opened  
on March 7. The site is open Fridays and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. through October 31. Last 
loads are accepted at 4:30 p.m. Green waste only—no household or bulk items.

Bear Jaw Cleanup Day: April 28 (Tentative)
Bear Jaw Interagency Fire & Fuels will once again assist with creating defensible space by picking 
up green waste curbside. Date may shift depending on wildfire risk—check coconino.az.gov/
BearJawCleanupFlier for updates.

Community Cleanup Days: May 30 – June 7
Bulk waste vouchers will be mailed to property owners in early May. Vouchers are good for use at 
the Cinder Lake Landfill during the dates below:

Cinder Lake Landfill
6770 E. Landfill Road, Flagstaff, AZ
Mon–Fri: 7:00 a.m.–4:15 p.m. | Sat: 7:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m. | Closed Sunday
More details at coconino.az.gov/CommunityCleanupDays.
For questions, contact Public Works at (928) 679-8300 or email countyroadsinfo@coconino.az.gov.Only You 

Can Prevent 
Wildfires.
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View properties at ValentineGroupAZ.com

FEATURED PROPERTIES

$335,000
1020 E Caribou 

Munds Park

2/2 400 sq ft deck, split floor plan, 
Gorgeous kitchen, spacious great room, 
plenty of storage & great yard space. .

$240,000
856 Hillside 
Munds Park

2/2 plus bonus addition. Great lot 
location on semi cul de sac. Perfect for 
new build or new manufactured home. 

$599,900
17680 Mormon

Munds Park
Quiet Near acre lot tucked in the pines. 
Perfect place to build your dream home  
in Munds. 

$475,000
3929 Villa Theresa

Glendale
Union Hills/43rd Ave 4/2 with pool and 
large cul de sac lot with RV parking no 
HOA. Over 2300 sq ft open floor plan and 
recently updated. 

 MUNDS STARTER FIX UP NEAR ACRE

RENOVATED

$625,000
410 E Turkey Tr 

Munds Park

Adorable. 1300 sq ft  Cabin is ready to 
make memories and income! Updated 
and in incredible condition 3bd/2bth 
Vltd Ceilings Grt rm plan covered deck 
and Storage shed.

$475,000
6664 Rose Garden 

Glendale

67th/101 Arrowhead Golf Community 
3/2 split plan, low maintenance yard 
great room floor plan great location  
in Glendale 

1,350,00
7122 W Redfield

NW Peoria
3700 sq ft 5bd/4bth currently under 
renovation. Ready for market Summer 2025. 
Who is ready for an upgrade.

$275,000
6804 Turquoise

Peoria
1000 sq ft 2bd/1 bath 2 car garage 
investment opportunity Fix up needs repair

ADORABLE

ARROWHEAD RANCH  ½ ACRE FIXER UPPER
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Local HIGHLIGHTS
Continued from page 5

PARKS & RECREATION 
COMMISSION VACANCY

The Town of Camp Verde is currently accepting letters of interest to fill a 
vacancy on the Parks & Recreation Commission. This open seat is for a 
term that runs through January 2026.
The Parks & Recreation Commission plays a vital role in guiding the 
development and enhancement of recreational opportunities in Camp 
Verde. If you are passionate about community involvement and want to 
help shape the future of our parks, trails, and recreation programs, we 
encourage you to apply.
Letters of interest will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on May 8, 2025, in 
the Town Clerk’s Office located at 473 S. Main Street, Room 102.
Forms can be picked up in person or downloaded from the Town’s 
website at www.campverde.az.gov/departments/boards-commissions.

EGG HUNT CHALLENGE:  
WIN A PINEWOOD NEWS HAT!

How to Play!
We’ve hidden 10 Easter eggs throughout this 
issue of The Pinewood News—tucked into 
articles, nestled between ads, and maybe 
even peeking out from the crossword.
Find all 10 and email us their locations  
for a chance to win a Limited Edition 
Pinewood News Hat, they’re egg-ceptional!

How to Enter:
 � Scan the pages and jot down the page numbers or section names 

where you spotted each egg.
 � Send your answers to: hello@thepinewoodnews.com with the subject 

line: Egg Hunt Entry.
 � Deadline: April 30, 2025.

Winner will be notified by email and announced on social media and in 
the May 2nd issue of The Pinewood News. Good luck! 

HEARD IT THROUGH THE GRAPE
We heard it too—so we checked.

Let’s be honest—nothing travels faster  
in town than a good rumor. You know  
they’re fun to listen to! But let’s clear a  
few things up…

Borracho’s Is For Sale!
Not quite. Tommy’s always said, “Come 
in with the right number and it’s yours.” 
But that doesn’t mean he’s posting it on 
Craigslist. In reality, he’s busier than ever—
he’s opened two new bars down in Rocky 
Point and he’s got plans for his own tequila line. So no, Borracho’s isn’t 
going anywhere. Except maybe south... to bottle sunshine in a glass.

Agee’s Is Closing
False. Kim and Matt are simply leasing the bar to Deane Martin, who’s 
working on opening a wine bar—hopefully in time for Memorial Day 
toasts. Kim and Matt are focusing more on their family and that 
mouthwatering BBQ (because priorities). The Agee’s full bar will still 
be around on weekends, serving up wine, booze & beer, and a little live 
music on the side. It’s not goodbye—it’s just a remix.

The Sports Bar Is Reopening
We wish! But no signature = no opening. There’s hope, there’s interest, 
but right now it’s a waiting game. So keep your jersey ready, just don’t 
bet the nachos on it happening this season.

There’s a New Mexican Restaurant Coming
Well... someday, maybe. But today? Nada. Nothing’s signed, sealed, or 
salsa’d. Just one of those “maybe” ideas still sitting on the stove.
Heard a rumor and want to know if it’s true? Drop us a note at Hello@
ThePinewoodNews.com. We’re all ears. 
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VERDE VALLEY FAIR & RODEO
This classic county fair features rodeo events, 
nightly bands, and dance parties after the rodeo. 
Enjoy a full carnival, delicious fair food, livestock 
shows, and a variety of arts & crafts.

Date: April 30 - May 4

Location: 800 E Cherry St, Cottonwood, AZ

Join us for a celebration of community and tradition 
at the Verde Valley Fair, where there’s something fun 
for everyone!

APRIL 30 - MAY 4

PRESCOTT FARMERS MARKET
This isn’t just a place to shop—it’s a celebration 
of local agriculture and community. Support 
Arizona farmers, boost community health, 
and make fresh, locally grown food more 
accessible. Mingle with locals, savor the flavors 
of the season, and help strengthen our local 
economy, one delicious purchase at a time.

Dates: Every Saturday, April–October:  
7:30 AM – 12:00 PM

Location: 900 Iron Springs Road, Prescott,

SEDONA COMMUNITY  
FARMERS MARKET
Join us every Sunday for a sunny marketplace 
experience! Discover a wide array of local and 
regional goods, from fresh seasonal produce 
to unique artisan creations.

Date: Every Sunday

Time: 11 AM - 3 PM

Location: Wells Fargo Bank parking lot,  
2201 W SR 89A, West Sedona

OLD TOWN MUSIC &  
THE MARKET
These Friday night events showcase the best 
of the Verde Valley, with locally grown fruits 
and vegetables, artisan breads, jams, and 
baked goods, and a wide array of handcrafted 
goods like pottery, jewelry, soaps, and rustic 
décor. Local musicians provide a backdrop of 
live music—from folk and country to blues—
creating a lively, welcoming atmosphere. Many 
visitors bring lawn chairs to relax under the 
trees, enjoy the tunes, and snack on food from 
local vendors. It’s more than a market—it’s a 
community evening out.

Date: May 9, 16, 23, 30

Time: 5 p.m. and continue until dark

Location: 187 E. Pima St., Cottonwood

VERDE VALLEY WINE FESTIVAL
The Verde Valley Wine Festival, the premier wine 
event in Northern Arizona, is returning to Riverfront 
Park in Cottonwood, Arizona. Experience the best 
of Arizona wine country with selections from top 
wineries, local breweries, and distilleries. Enjoy live 
music, local food, and shop from regional artists and 
artisans.

Date: Saturday, May 10, 2025

Time: 11 AM - 6 PM

Location: Riverfront Park, 1284 E River Front Rd., 
Cottonwood

Admission: Early Bird $20/person includes a wine 
glass and 6 tasting tickets; $25 at the door. Non-
drinker tickets $10 at the door.

Tickets: thevvwf.com

Celebrate Mother’s Day at this festive gathering! 
Meet winemakers, enjoy great local cuisine, and relax 
to live entertainment in the scenic surroundings of 
Riverfront Park. Plan your visit today for a memorable 
experience with family and friends!

SATURDAY, MAY 10

VERDE VALLEY  
FARMERS MARKET 
Discover real food from real farmers at the 
Verde Valley Farmers Market, launching this 
season with our much-anticipated plant sale 
fundraiser. Experience the freshness of locally 
grown fruits, vegetables, and herbs, directly 
benefiting our community’s farmers. This year, 
we continue our partnership with the Arizona 
Farmers Market Nutrition program, aiming to 
expand its impact. The market is operated by 
local farmers—a place where community roots 
run deep, offering tastes from three seasons.

Date: Every Saturday & Friday  from  
May 10 to October 4, 2025

Time: 8 AM - 11 AM

Location: 75 Hollamon St, Camp Verde

MAY 2 - 4

ARIZONA WINE COUNTRY 
ARTISTS VILLAGE ARTS &  
CRAFT FAIR
Explore the inaugural Arizona Wine Country Artists 
Village in Old Town Cottonwood. This event pairs 
exceptional local art with Arizona’s vibrant wine 
culture, showcasing high-end crafts and artwork 
amid wine tasting rooms and scenic views.

Date: May 2, 3, 4

Time: Friday and Saturday 10 AM to 6 PM, Sunday 
10 AM to 5 PM

Location: 187 E. Pima Street, behind Cottonwood 
City Hall and The Belfry Brewery, Cottonwood

Admission: Free

OVERLAND EXPO WEST
Join adventure travel enthusiasts at Overland 
Expo West, the world’s premier overlanding event. 
Explore hundreds of vendors offering camping, 
4x4, and motorcycle equipment, enjoy expert-led 
classes and demos, gear showcases, and adventure 
travel films. Camp on-site to fully engage in the 
overland lifestyle.

Date: May 16–18, 2025 (Fri–Sun)

Location: Fort Tuthill County Park, 2446 Fort Tuthill 
Loop, Flagstaff

Hours: Fri & Sat 8 AM–5 PM, Sun 9 AM–3 PM

Tickets: Day Passes, Weekend Passes, and Camping 
Passes available online, prices vary

For more details visit the Overland Expo official site.

MAY 16 - 18

BINGO AT PINEWOOD  
COUNTRY CLUB
Bingo kicks off Monday, June 2nd at the Pinewood 
Country Club! Hosted by the Pinewood Property 
Owners Association, this event is open to 
everyone—no membership required. Come enjoy 
a fun night with neighbors and prizes!

Date: Monday, June 2, 2025

Time: 6pm

Location: Pinewood Country Club,  
395 Pinewood Blvd, Munds Park

MONDAY, JUNE 2

RED DIRT CONCERT SERIES
Enjoy live music under the stars every Friday 
evening in May at the Red Dirt Concert Series, 
hosted by Sedona Parks and Recreation. Each show 
features a headliner and local opener at the scenic 
Posse Grounds Pavilion.

Date: Fridays, May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Time: 5 PM – 8 PM

Location: Posse Grounds Pavilion, 525 Posse 
Grounds Rd., Sedona

Admission: Free

Bring a chair or blanket! For more information on 
Red Dirt Concert Series, visit www.sedonaaz.gov/
parkevents or call (928) 282-7098.

MAY 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

VOLUNTEER WITH MUTS
Join us as we maintain the Forest trails surrounding 
Munds Park.

Meet at the Iron Springs trailhead at 8:15 a.m. We 
will finish trail work around noon; afterward, a free 
lunch will be served.

R.S.V.P. prior to May 3rd, via email at 
mundstrailstewards@hotmail.com.

Mandatory Morning Safety Meeting is at 8:15 a.m.

Bring: long pants, sturdy shoes, dress for the 
weather, and a smile.

Water and trail tools are provided.

Everyone works at their own pace, and at the end of 
a good days work a delicious free lunch is ptovided. 

Check the following for updates:  
www.mundsparktrailstewards.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 10

PRESCOTT FRONTIER DAYS – 
WORLD’S OLDEST RODEO
Celebrate 138 years of rodeo tradition at the 
World’s Oldest Rodeo in Prescott. Enjoy eight 
thrilling performances, parades, dances, and 
family-friendly events. Experience the excitement 
of steer wrestling, bull riding, & barrel racing!

Date: June 30 – July 6, 2025

Location: 840 Rodeo Dr., Prescott, AZ

Check website for shows, times & tickets at 
worldsoldestrodeo.com

JUNE 30 - JULY 6



Nancy Shelton
Associate Broker

928-856-0152
NancySheltonRealtor@gmail.com

$549,000
315 Sandia Circle

Affordable and adorable and what a 
location! This cozy two bedroom, two 
bath cabin has it all. Open fl oor-plan, 
big windows and lots of privacy on the 
oversized lot. Recent upgrades include 
a brand new no-maintenance composite 
wraparound deck, fresh exterior paint 
and a brand new furnace and CENTRAL 
AIR CONDITIONING. Propane tank is 
owned, not leased. All furniture and 
furnishings are included too.

Affordable & Adorable!

RUBY’S SPRING  
OPEN AIR MARKET 
Get ready for a weekend full of discovery 
at Ruby’s Spring Open-Air Market, hosted 
by Ruby Road Vintage in Camp Verde. This 
multi-vendor, outdoor market is a haven for 
those seeking unique items ranging from 
handcrafted goods and one-of-a-kind gifts to 
tasty treats and much more.

Voted #1 Consignment Store by The Verde 
Independent, Ruby Road Vintage is more than 
a shop; it’s a treasure trove of vintage, antique, 
and handcrafted items. Ideal for anyone 
seeking unique and timeless pieces, it’s the 
go-to destination in Camp Verde.

Dates: May 24-25

Time: Saturday & Sunday 10 AM - 4 PM

Location: 851 E. Howards Rd. Camp Verde

NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND
All The Good Times: The Farewell Tour

Thursday, August 7, 2025
BUY TICKETS HERE: pepsiamp.com

LOS LONELY BOYS  
& STEEL PULSE
Saturday, May 3, 2025. 

BUY TICKETS HERE: pepsiamp.com

FLAGSTAFF URBAN  
FLEA MARKET 
Explore the eclectic and vibrant Flagstaff 
Urban Flea Market, a gathering of artisans and 
peddlers offering a unique variety of goods. 
Find everything from records, antiques, and 
books to handmade woodwork, ceramics, 
and vintage clothing. Plus, discover gems 
and minerals, soaps, used tools, comics, toys, 
jewelry, up-cycled goods, flowers, and other 
funky treasures.

Date: 2nd & 4th Saturdays, June 14th through 
October 25th

Time: 9 AM - 2 PM

Location: City Hall parking lot, 211 W. Aspen, 
Downtown Flagstaff on Historic Route 66

Admission: Free

PEDDLER’S PASS OLD-TIME 
FARMERS & FLEA MARKET 
Visit Peddler’s Pass Old-Time Farmers & 
Flea Market in Prescott Valley, a bustling 
open-air swap meet offering a diverse array 
of items. From seasonal farm produce and 
yard-sale secondhand goods to antiques, 
tools, collectibles, and rocks & gems, there’s 
something for everyone. Known as “the best 
swap meet in Arizona,” this family-friendly 
market features affordable finds and a wide 
variety of vendors.

Date: Every Saturday & Sunday, Year-Round

Time: 6 AM - 3 PM (Early morning is prime 
time for the best picks)

Location: 6201 E. State Route 69,  
Prescott Valley

Admission: Free

Pepsi Amphitheater Presents
19TH ANNUAL

PICKIN’ IN THE PINES
Bluegrass & Acoustic Music Festival

September 12-14, 2025
BUY TICKETS HERE: pepsiamp.com

RYAN BINGHAM &  
THE TEXAS GENTLEMEN

The All Night Long Tour

Tuesday, June 10, 2025
BUY TICKETS HERE: pepsiamp.com



NO SERVICE CHARGE PLUMBER
If we don’t do anything. We don’t charge. 
ROC #188630, #211459

 928-851-7773
Libertyplumbingaz.com

About Liberty Plumbing
At Liberty Plumbing, we handle everything from new 
construction to remodels and service for both residential and 
commercial projects. With over 30 years of experience, we 
guarantee your satisfaction—no matter the size of the job. 
Our licensed, insured, and bonded team is hand-picked for 
both skill and courtesy.

FREE Safety Inspections
We are finding an alarming amount of safety violations in 
Munds Park. Be sure your home is protected and schedule a 
free inspection with Liberty Plumbing today. 

We inspect:
 � Valves and flex lines 
 � Wash machine hoses 
 � Water heater exhaust 
 � Gas lines 
 � Incorrect work

A Few of Our Services
 � Drain Cleaning
 � Faucet and Sink Upgrades
 � Gas Lines for New Fixtures &  

Propane Tank Relocations
 � RO Systems
 � Tank-less Water heaters
 � Toilet Repair
 � Water Heaters
 � Water Softeners

Tankless  
Water Heaters
When you need a water heater 
replaced or upgraded, trust  
Liberty Plumbing.

Fixture Upgrades 
Upgrading fixtures in bathrooms and kitchens 
offers a quick, impactful refresh. Modern 
faucets and handles not only enhance 
aesthetics but also improve functionality and 
efficiency. These updates boost property 
value, and with energy-saving features, they 
offer long-term cost savings.

Is your shut off  
hard to turn? 
We do stop waste valves.

Call or 
Text

We Winterize Cabins.

NEW LOOK, SAME GREAT SERVICE YOU TRUST!
Liberty Plumbing has a fresh new look—but don’t worry, it’s still the same team you’ve counted on for years. 

New logo, same dependable plumbing service you know and love.

Serving Munds Park & Surrounding Areas // 30 Years of Experience // Munds Park Resident
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By Teddy Johnson
There’s a reason people fall in love with Arizona at night. It isn’t just the sunsets—it’s what comes 
after. The Milky Way stretches across the sky like a ribbon. Planets wink into view. Constellations 
slowly take shape. And in places like Flagstaff, Munds Park, Sedona, Rimrock, and Camp Verde, that 
darkness is no accident. It’s protected—on purpose.
Each April, we celebrate International Dark Sky Month to honor something most of the world has 
already lost: the night. But here in Northern Arizona, we’re still holding the line.

Why It Matters
Dark skies aren’t just beautiful. They’re essential. Nocturnal animals depend on natural darkness to 
hunt, mate, and migrate. Birds use the stars to navigate. Frogs call less when the night is too bright. 
Sea turtles, where they nest, can’t find their way to the ocean under glare.
And it matters to us, too. Artificial light impacts sleep, disrupts circadian rhythms, and chips away at 
the quiet peace we come here to enjoy. 
Preserving our night skies isn’t just for stargazers—it’s about keeping our communities quiet, natural, 
and connected to the land. It’s part of what makes this part of Arizona feel peaceful, grounded, and 
worth protecting.
We’re Not Just Lucky. We’re Responsible.
The International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) grants special status to communities that actively work 
to reduce light pollution. Arizona proudly leads the way.
Flagstaff became the world’s first Dark Sky City. Sedona, Camp Verde, and other towns have followed. 
Communities like Munds Park and Rimrock are part of this effort too, relying on county code 
enforcement and neighbor-to-neighbor awareness to make it work.
Because it takes more than a designation to keep the stars shining. It takes dedication.

What You Can Do
You don’t have to give up outdoor lighting. You just have to be smart about it.
 � Use warm-colored bulbs instead of bright white or blue.
 � Aim your fixtures downward.
 � Install timers or motion sensors so lights are only on when needed.
 � Turn off lights before bed.
 � And make sure fixtures are shielded so the light doesn’t spill into the sky.

These small changes make a big difference—and they’re easy to do. If you’re unsure whether your 
setup is compliant, Coconino County can help. (See sidebar for details.)

Why Do We write about This Every Year?
Every year, more people discover the charm of Northern Arizona and move in. They bring with  
them porch lights, flood lights, string lights, and more—often unaware of the impact this has on  
our dark skies.
That’s why we publish this reminder each April. Because once the dark sky fades, it doesn’t come back.
Let’s keep Arizona a place where you can still see the stars. Let’s protect what the rest of the world forgot.

How to Talk to a Neighbor About Their Bright Lights
Sometimes the problem isn’t yours—it’s next door.
If a neighbor’s lights are overly bright, unshielded, or on all night, it’s okay to bring it up. Most people 
just haven’t heard about the guidelines, and a friendly heads-up can go a long way.
You might say something like, “Hey, I’ve been learning about our Dark Sky status. Did you know we’re 
supposed to shield outdoor lights and aim them downward? It helps keep the stars visible—and it’s 
better for wildlife too. I didn’t realize it myself until recently!”
If a polite conversation doesn’t change anything, you can always contact the county to step in. See side 
bar to the right. 
Start with kindness. Then follow up with the facts.

TURN DOWN THE LIGHTS 
TURN UP THE STARS: WHY DARK SKIES MATTER

Starlight in the Square!
April 24 | 7 pm - 10 pm

Celebrate Dark Sky Week at  
Heritage Square!

Join us for a unique evening of stargazing, 
curated tastings, and specialty drinks 
as we celebrate International Dark Sky 
Week in Flagstaff’s historic Heritage 
Square. Enjoy a relaxed atmosphere with 
amber lighting, atmospheric music, and 
laser-guided sky tours.
We’ll be dimming the lights in the Square 
for optimal stargazing, offering you up-
close views of celestial wonders like Mars 
and Jupiter through telescopes!

Coconino County offers Support  
for Keeping the Dark Sky Dark

Lighting Inspection
Request an inspection of your exterior 
lighting. It includes a written report. $55/
hour plus mileage, two-hour minimum. 
Email Mark for details. See below.
Code Violation Report
Notice illegal lighting? File a report here 
at www.coconino.az.gov and search for 
Code Violations and Enforcement
Fixture Review
Not sure if a light is compliant? Send it in 
for review at mstento@coconino.az.gov.

Still Have Questions? 
Email or call Mark Stento,  
Code Enforcement Compliance Manager,  
at (928) 679-8856 or  
mstento@coconino.az.gov
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~Pour a cup of coffee—this 15-minute read is worth your time.

By Sandee Caviness
Welcome to our summer series, exploring the people who grow our 
food, care for our land, and quietly hold up the foundation of our local 
economy: Arizona’s farmers and ranchers.
Behind every neatly packaged item on the shelf is a farmer fighting 
to stay afloat. In Arizona, droughts drag on and subdivisions stretch 
across once-productive land, pushing ranchers and growers to the edge. 
The ones still standing are fueled by grit, stubbornness, and sheer will. 
But they can’t keep doing it alone.
If you’ve been paying attention, you already know: all over the U.S., 
we’re losing vast amounts of farmland. Developers show up with deep 
pockets and bulldozers. Regulations stack up. Labor gets scarce. And 
then nature throws in a late freeze, a flood, or a wildfire—just to keep 
things interesting.
In this series, you’ll hear from the ones still standing. The ones who’ve 
weathered droughts, debt, and red tape, and still show up at dawn. 
They’re not just worth listening to. They’re worth standing with.
Thanks for showing up.

A CONVERSATION WITH CLAUDIA HAUSER, 
HAUSER & HAUSER FARMS
It’s mid-morning when I pull into Hauser & Hauser Farms. The air still 
holds a hint of chill. Tractors line the drive, pecan trees stand dormant, 
and the fields are being prepped for the season ahead. Come summer, 
this quiet stretch will buzz with life as locals line up for for what’s often 
called the best sweet corn in the state.
For me, it’s the first time I’ve visited the farm. I’ve seen the Hauser name 
sweep through local Facebook groups, with neighbors taking orders for 
corn runs like it’s a gold rush. But I’d never met Claudia Hauser until now. 
I’d heard a lot about her—sharp, respected, the kind of woman who calls it 
straight and doesn’t waste time dressing it up. My kind of conversation.
Claudia Hauser didn’t grow up on a farm but married into a family 
that worked the land for six generations. And after decades beside 
her husband Kevin, raising their kids through growing seasons, long 
harvest nights, and unpredictable weather, she’s as much a part of the 
land as the crops they pull from it.
The Hauser family’s roots stretch back to Iowa, where Kevin’s 
grandfather farmed before heading west. In 1948, Kevin’s father, Dick 
Hauser, began raising and hauling citrus in North Phoenix. By the early 
1970s, Kevin moved to Camp Verde. He began working the soil planting, 
expanding, and eventually farming in Paulden and California’s Central 

Valley, where he grew walnuts, oranges, and olives. For the Hauser’s, 
farming runs deep. It’s in their blood, their bones, and their way of life 
and they wouldn’t have it any other way.
When Kevin passed away just over five years ago, it didn’t stop the work 
but it changed everything. Grief didn’t come with a pause button on the 
irrigation schedule.
Zach, the oldest son, stepped in to take over the day-to-day management 
of the farm with no spotlight, just quiet resolve. Ben, their youngest 
son, was in law enforcement, building a life of his own when Kevin’s 
condition worsened. Claudia asked him to come home, there was no 
other way. Ben left his career, stepped into the rows with his brother, 
picked up what needed carrying, and never looked back. Just like the 
rest of the family, he showed up and that’s how they made it through.
Claudia’s daughter, Emily, helps at the corn stand during the summer, 
and Zach’s wife, Sherry, is right there during the rush of corn season 
too. They’re part of the rhythm, part of the reason the farm keeps going. 
When it’s time to work, everyone works.
They tend to three family-run farms across the Verde Valley. The pecan 
trees stretch across one farm like a cathedral, steady and familiar. The 
other two rotate between sweet corn, field corn, malt barley, alfalfa, 
and watermelons, following a three-year cycle to protect the soil. The 
rotation isn’t just good farming—it’s a promise. That this land will keep 
producing, that their grandchildren, eleven of them, will have something 
real to inherit. Not just a name, but a way of life.

MIDNIGHT IN THE FIELDS
When spring hits, the season doesn’t ease in. It launches full tilt. For 
the Hausers, that means 24-hour irrigation schedules. Water has to 
move from one row to the next without pause. Alarms ring at odd hours. 
Boots hit dirt before sunrise. There’s no such thing as “we’ll get to it 
later.” The fields don’t wait.
Years ago, when Claudia’s husband Kevin ran the farm, the motto was 
simple: no excuses. Chop chop. Get it done. That didn’t change when he 

got sick and it didn’t change after he passed. But it did make Claudia 
and her sons stop and ask: Is there a better way to do this?
Back then, Claudia would wake in the middle of the night, pull on her 
boots, grab a flashlight, and head out into the kind of dark that makes 
your ears do the seeing. Camp Verde doesn’t do streetlights, it’s a Dark 
Sky community. The stars show up. So do the wild things.
She’d walk alone into acres of silence to move the water by hand. No 
apps, just the weight of rusted metal gates, soaked shoes, and the rush 
of water changing course because she told it to.

“It scared the hell out of me,” she says now, laughing. “But the water had 
to move.” And so did she.
Today, things look different.
The pecan orchard runs on sprinklers. The other fields are managed by 
center pivots, giant steel arms that crawl across the land delivering water 
with precision. No more midnight hikes with a wrench in hand. Now, 
they run the system from a phone, adjusting water flow based on what’s 
planted—alfalfa gets one rate, corn another. Just tap and go.
The tech didn’t just bring convenience. It brought sanity and 
sustainability. They use less water, less labor, and save money. But without 
support from the Nature Conservancy, none of it would’ve been possible. 
Center Pivot systems are priced far out of reach for most family farms.

“They gave us options we could never have afforded on our own. No 
farmer can,” Claudia says.
She still gets up early, 3 or 4 a.m., but now it’s to hit the gym. After that, 
it’s time for bookkeeping, then pruning pecan trees, a part of the job she 
loves. Just her, the fresh air, and her music.

“I’m an introvert,” she says. “Give me a field and a playlist, and I’m good.”
The family runs the farm from sunup to sundown. There’s equipment to 
maintain, rows to plant, crops to rotate, and a hundred quiet tasks that 
keep the land alive.
But these days, that’s not the hardest part.

The real fight? It’s the slow, steady squeeze of land, rules, and water 
rights slowly closing in from every side.

NOT ALL GROWTH IS PROGRESS
Claudia Hauser has seen it coming for years. Her late husband did too. 
Kevin was talking about the loss of farmland two decades ago, long 
before anyone else was paying attention. Now, people are finally starting 
to get it. Farms are being swallowed by development at a pace that 
makes your head spin—and your dinner plate look a little more fragile.
Yes, people need homes. But they also need food. You can’t build on 
every acre and still expect a harvest.

“When you’re a farmer through and through,” Claudia says, “and you’re 
not about to give it up—not going to sell out—you’d think the land 
would be enough to hold your ground.” But development doesn’t ask 
permission. It just rolls in and dares you to stop it.
That’s already happened to farms in the Valley, where the city crept 
up and swallowed the edges. Where subdivisions butted right up 
against farmland and made it impossible to maneuver a tractor without 
worrying about traffic or lawsuits.
Claudia worries the same fate is creeping toward Camp Verde. Their 
three farms are spread across the Verde Valley and getting from one to 
the next means driving big equipment down city roads that weren’t built 
for farm equipment. “You try moving a combine through town traffic,” 
she says. “You can’t.”
Losing space to work is only part of the problem development brings. 
As the city creeps closer, so do the problems. The Hauser’s have faced 
break-ins, vandalism, and theft—most of it, Claudia says, from people 
high on drugs. They’ve lost hundreds of thousands of dollars. Now, 
every field is wired with surveillance. Not because they wanted to live 
that way. Because they had to.
To make matters worse, Claudia sat through a community meeting in 
Chino Valley and heard what no farmer wants to hear: Yavapai County is 
the next big growth corridor, and Camp Verde’s got a target on it.
You don’t slap a bullseye on a town that grows your food and call 
it progress. That’s not progress. That’s planned destruction neatly 
packaged in a pantsuit and PowerPoint.
It made her sick. Bone-deep sick.
Here’s the thing, urban sprawl doesn’t just squeeze farmers out. It cuts 
into food supply, history, wildlife, water, and the very reason people 
move to rural places in the first place. Then the new folks show up and 
want to reshape it all.

“We live out here because we like the open spaces, the wildlife, and the 
quiet,” Claudia says. “Not to mention, this is where we grow your food. 
If you can’t survive without a five-minute grocery run, don’t move to 
where we grow the groceries.”
Her advice for city transplants dreaming of a Costco, a Trader Joe’s, and 
another thousand rooftops? Move to where those things already exist. 
Don’t roll into a farm town and try to fix what was never broken. It’s not 
just okay—it’s essential—to leave farmland, farmland.
Farmers can fight for their land, lock the gates, and still find themselves 
back in the ring year after year. Thanks to the Nature Conservancy, 
all three Hauser farms are protected by conservation easements. The 
development rights are gone—permanently. These are forever farms. 
Most farms aren’t so lucky.
But even that hasn’t kept the battles off Claudia’s doorstep. Yavapai 
County tried to hike her property taxes, arguing the land was worth 
more without development rights. What? She had to hire an attorney 
and work with a state senator to draft a bill protecting conservation 
easements from over-taxation.
Let that sink in.
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She gave up development rights to save the land—and they tried to 
punish her for it.

“I learned fast,” Claudia says. “Politics has nothing to do with doing 
what’s right. The county assessor and treasurer fought our efforts like 
they had skin in the game. They didn’t. I pulled the bill. It was never 
about land. It was always about money.”

WATER WARS
Brenda Hauser, Claudia’s mother-in-law, stood in front of a room full of 
suits in 2003 and said the one thing they didn’t want to hear:
Stop draining the farms to fill your swimming pools.

She didn’t come to beg. She came  
to warn.
At the time, Brenda was Mayor of 
Camp Verde and a representative for 
multiple watershed groups. But more 
importantly, she was a farmer. She 
understood what was at stake—not just 
for her family, but for every Arizonan 
who eats.
She told lawmakers, “We’re not growing 
hubcaps—we’re growing food.”
Farms were already being wiped out at 
breakneck speed, and every meeting 
about a new golf course or subdivision 
started the same way: dry up the farms. 
Never mind that irrigated fields send 
water back to the aquifer. Housing 
tracts don’t. Pools don’t.
More than half a million acres were 
already gone in the West by then.
And now?
Try twelve million.
Between 2015 and 2022, the U.S. lost 
approximately 12.4 million acres of 
farmland averaging nearly 1.8 million 
acres per year. In Arizona, from 2017 to 
2022, the number of farms decreased 
by 2,376, a 12% reduction, and the state 
lost about 600,000 acres of farmland.
The trend Brenda sounded the alarm 
about has only intensified. Subdivisions 
continue to receive “100-year water 
supply” designations, certifications 
meant to prove a development has 
enough water to last a century, even as 
surrounding wells go dry. And despite 
being home to one of the most fragile 
water supplies in the country, Arizona 
still lacks the legislative tools to require 
developers to consider the long-term 
impact on local agriculture and  
water tables.

In other states, Kentucky, Iowa, and North and South Dakota, 
agriculture is recognized as vital infrastructure. Farmers are offered 
technical assistance and financial support to diversify and thrive.
Brenda challenged Arizona’s leaders to do the same.

Her story wasn’t just a warning. It was a reminder that agriculture is not 
just about food—it’s about sovereignty, sustainability, and survival.
If Arizona wants to protect its future, it must begin by valuing the 
people and the land that feeds it.
Brenda saw it coming. Claudia’s living it.
And Claudia doesn’t sugarcoat things. “This is a fight,” she says. “A 
lifelong one. People will die over water.”
That’s not a metaphor.
Her husband had guns pulled on him for tearing out illegal siphons. He’s 
had to call for police escorts. They’ve been threatened with tire irons 
and pitchforks for protecting the waterways that keep their farm alive.
Why? Because some folks think if a ditch runs past their backyard,  
they own it.
Claudia pays nearly $20,000 a year for water. Others steal it. And when 
the Hausers try to stop them? “It’s like the Hatfields and McCoys out 
here,” she says.

“You want water for more golf courses, pools, and urban sprawl in the 
desert? Great. Then stop eating.”

THE COST OF CONTROL
Before Claudia and Kevin secured conservation easements to protect 
their land in Camp Verde, they had a backup plan. They purchased a 
couple of farms in California’s San Joaquin Valley. Just in case they were 
ever forced out of Arizona.
They had no idea what they were walking into.

“When we farmed in California in 2006, everything was fine until it 
wasn’t,” Claudia says. “Then came the Delta smelt.”
In 2007, a federal judge ruled that water operations in the Central Valley 
were violating the Endangered Species Act by threatening a two-inch 
fish called the Delta smelt. In 2008, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
doubled down—ordering massive restrictions on agricultural water 
pumping to protect the species’ habitat. Never mind that studies showed 
shutting off the water wouldn’t make a difference. They did it anyway.

“That was the biggest bunch of shit made up by environmentalists I’ve 
ever seen,” Claudia says. “They cut the water off to save a fish no one’s 
even heard of. We had no water left to farm. None.”
She and Kevin watched crops die.

“And now? I can’t sell that farm,” she 
says. “Can’t wait to get the hell out of 
California. It’s insane.”
The California story didn’t stop there. In 
2014, Governor Jerry Brown signed the 
Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Act, SIGMA, forcing farmers to dry up 
parts of their own land in the name of 
aquifer preservation.

“Government got bigger, pencil pushers 
multiplied, and here they came—
checking on us, regulating us, telling us 
how to run a farm they’ve never stepped 
foot on or any farm for that matter,” 
Claudia says. “They call it sustainability. 
I call it bullshit.”
And it’s not just water.
Last year, the federal government tried 
phasing out diesel engines, an effort 
Claudia describes as another foot on 
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WATER, WILDFIRE &  
THE CASE FOR THINNING

Did you know? Mature pine trees 
can consume between 150 to 200 
gallons of water daily . In Arizona’s 
overgrown forests, this translates 
to significant water usage.

The Solution: Strategic forest 
thinning. A pilot project in 
the Kaibab National Forest 
demonstrated that thinning 
approximately 3,400 acres can 
yield about 75 million gallons of 
additional water in just one year .

Benefits of Thinning

 � Water Conservation: More 
water reaches our reservoirs, 
enhancing supply for 
communities.

 � Wildfire Mitigation: Reduced 
forest density lowers the risk 
and severity of wildfires.

 � Economic Support: Selling 
harvested wood can fund 
further forest management 
efforts.

By supporting forest thinning 
initiatives, we not only conserve 
water but also protect our 
ecosystems and communities from 
devastating wildfires.

SO, WHAT THE HELL IS  
A DELTA SMELT? 

About two inches long and barely 
edible, this little fish brought 
California’s farming heartland to 
its knees. To some, it’s a symbol 
of ecological collapse. To others, 
it’s the fish that drained the 
fields. One thing’s for sure: it’s the 
smallest creature ever to ignite a 
water war.
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farmers’ necks. “If you want food, you need diesel. Period,” she says. “I 
read the bill. They buried California and Colorado regulatory language 
in the footnotes—two of the most impossible states to farm in.
You can’t keep tying farmers’ hands and expect full plates.
Leave us out of the conversation long enough, and eventually, there’s 
nothing left to talk about—except what’s missing at dinner.

“So much happened while we were working,” Claudia says. “Farmers were 
busy feeding people. Meanwhile, bureaucrats were in boardrooms making 
decisions that affect our ability to produce food for our communities.”
The worst part? It’s by design.

“Bureaucrats need problems to stay relevant. Even if it’s exaggerated, or 
total bullshit, it keeps them employed and us fighting to survive.”
One bill, in particular, sends Claudia to the moon: Ag to Urban Water. She 
calls it what it is—“selling out.” The farmer gives up the water rights, the 
land goes dry, and the pavement follows. First, it’s a water deal. Then it’s a 
subdivision. That’s how farms disappear, one siphoned acre at a time.

“They call that progress? I call it a bunch of crap,” she says. “Golf or food. 
Pick one.”
Claudia’s not opposed to environmental care. She wants clean water and 
air. Who doesn’t? But she wants common sense, too.

“This isn’t hard,” she says. “You want to help the water table? Thin the 
forests. Shut down the water parks. Stop building subdivisions with a 
pool every five feet. But taking water from farmers? That’s madness.”
When asked whether she sees the tide turning and whether leaders like 
RFK Jr. might offer hope. She lays it out plain.

“He’s a litigator. That’s how he made his money. I get nervous about the 
extremism,” she says. “I know he cares about the earth and I respect 
that. But he needs to sit down with farmers. Protecting the planet 
shouldn’t mean starving the people. And no, I don’t see regulations 
getting better.”

DISPELLING THE MYTHS
Farmers are not just fighting bad policy; they are fighting bad press. 
There’s a lot of noise out there about farming, especially on social 
media. Scroll through a few reels and you’ll find claims that all corn is 
genetically modified, that the only real corn seeds come from Mexico, or 

17400 Big Sky
$525,000

Everyone loves the chalet style cabin and this is one that you 
don’t want to miss! Three bedrooms, two baths, great lot, 

new windows, central heat and air conditioning, wood stove, 
three decks and landscaped. 

Nancy Shelton
Associate Broker

928-856-0152
NancySheltonRealtor@gmail.com

Scan to see 
property details 

and photos.

that American farmers are out spraying chemicals in hazmat suits like 
it’s a scene from a sci-fi movie.
Claudia rolls her eyes.

“Our seeds aren’t GMO,” she says. “They come from a small supplier 
down in southern Arizona. And nobody out here is suited up in hazmat 
suits to spray their fields. That’s total crap. It’s fear-driven propaganda. 
The goal is to make agriculture look irresponsible when the truth is just 
the opposite.”
Take chemicals, for example. Claudia doesn’t dodge the topic—she’s pro-
chemical.

“People hear that word and freak out,” Claudia says. “But everything in 
this world is made of chemicals except for light, heat, and sound. Your 
kitchen table is chemicals. Your drinking water is chemicals. You and I? 
Chemicals.”
It’s not about whether something is a chemical. It’s about the dose, the 
purpose, and how it’s used.
Glyphosate, often cited as a boogeyman in agriculture, is one of the most 
misunderstood tools in the shed. While lawsuits and headlines have 
painted it as a health hazard, Claudia points out that major regulatory 
agencies around the world, including the EPA and EFSA, continue to say 
it’s safe when used as directed.

“And that’s how we use it,” she says. “If we don’t keep weeds off the fields, 
we lose the crop. But we use just enough, no more. We’re training every 
year. We follow best practices. And with GPS-guided equipment, we’re 
more precise than ever.”
Over-spraying? That’s for amateurs.

“Your average homeowner buys a bottle of Roundup and sprays it like 
it’s Febreze,” she says. “Farmers? We don’t do that. We can’t afford to. 
This stuff is expensive. And accuracy isn’t just good science—it’s good 
business.”
Technology has helped tremendously, Claudia says. Today’s tractors are 
smart. Sprayers are dialed in. Fertilizer and weedkillers are applied 
with pinpoint precision. Every pass across a field is measured, mapped, 
and monitored.
That’s the part people don’t see on social media because it doesn’t  
fit the narrative.

“Spraying chemicals isn’t reckless,” she says. “It’s calculated. It’s 
responsible. And most of all—it’s necessary.”

The Real Farm to Table
Continued from page 14

Continued on page 19
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                               — Dan, Munds Park Resident
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                        — John & Stephanie K., Munds Park Residents
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along with gutter cleanout services, are offered across 

Northern Arizona.

Experience high quality, hometown care.

For a FREE estimate, contact Dan 

928-699-9277 
or eldengutters@outlook.com

Licensed, Insured & Bonded

“I trusted Elden Gutters with my own home— 
and I’d hire them again in a heartbeat.” 

—Sandee, Publisher, The Pinewood News

eldengutters.com
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Nearly a century ago, farmers got it wrong. Over-farming in the 1930s 
helped trigger the Dust Bowl and scarred the land for a generation. But 
they learned. They adapted. And today, no one understands stewardship 
better than a farmer.

“You want to talk about taking care of the land? Look at a farmer,” Claudia 
says. “We don’t strip it bare. We rotate crops to protect the soil. We 
monitor moisture, adjust inputs, and plant cover crops. We do it because 
if we don’t take care of this land, we don’t eat. And neither do you.”
The truth is, no one has more riding on the health of the land than the 
people who work it.
Farmers test their soil, check their water usage, and walk their fields. 
They keep pollinators in mind. They map out their spraying so that 
beneficial bugs don’t get wiped out. They understand how weather 
patterns shift and how pests adapt. They make decisions day by day, field 
by field because there’s no reset button when something goes wrong.
And while the rest of the world talks about sustainability in boardrooms 
and branded campaigns, farmers live it, quietly, constantly.

HELP A FARMER. TASTE THE DIFFERENCE.
When you buy direct from a farmer, you’re doing more than filling your 
basket—you’re backing the hands that feed your community.
It takes a little planning, sure, but once you’ve had strawberries that 
smell like summer and taste like sunshine, you’ll never go back. 
Or corn so fresh it snaps in your hands and needs nothing but a pinch  
of salt. That’s not just food. That’s timing, care, and flavor the way 
nature intended.
And here’s the beautiful thing: fresher fruits and vegetables don’t just 
taste better, they’re better for you. The shorter the time between harvest 
and plate, the more nutrients your body actually gets.
And lucky for all of us, the season’s just getting started. We’re kicking 
off the farm stand season with Hauser & Hauser Farms—but they’re just 
the beginning. All summer, we’ll be sharing local growers and ranchers 
you can support directly. No middleman. No mystery. Just real food 
from real people.
So take notes. Make a list. Stock your fridge with intention.

The Real Farm to Table
Continued from page 17

$490,000
17300 Big Sky Dr

This meticulously maintained 3 bedroom, 2 bath home
is full of upgrades, move-in ready and comes fully furnished—
just bring your clothes! The property also features two storage 
sheds with electricity. The larger shed/garage is roomy enough 

to � t a mid-size sedan and includes an EV charger.
The perfect retreat awaits!

Lorraine De La Cruz
Your local Munds Park Specialist

602-295-5827
www.delacruzsells.com

HOW TO GET THE GOODS FROM  
HAUSER & HAUSER FARMS
If you’re already a fan, this is just your seasonal reminder. But if you’re 
new around here, listen up—and maybe go ahead and stick this page on 
the fridge.
Hauser & Hauser Farms is where you get the real stuff: sweet corn 
so good it barely needs butter. Juicy watermelons, local honey, and 
whatever else the fields feel like giving. They keep their updates flowing 
on Facebook and Instagram, so give them a follow to stay in the loop.
 � Facebook: @HauserandHauserFarms
 � Instagram: @HauserandHauser
 � 652 N Montezuma Castle Hwy, Camp Verde, AZ
 � 928-567-2142
 � www.hauserandhauserfarms.com

Season: Late June through mid-August (Weather-permitting, of course—
Mother Nature’s the real boss out here.)

WANT TO KEEP ARIZONA GROWING  
IN ALL THE RIGHT WAYS?

The Nature Conservancy didn’t just help Hauser & Hauser Farms 
protect their land from development—they helped modernize their 
irrigation too, funding the pivots and sprinklers that save water and 
time. If you believe in local food, open space, and smart solutions 
that work, support their mission and visit preserve.nature.org.
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING SERVICES
Specializing in all Types of Roofing Installation & Repairs

Metal • Shingle • Tile • Metal Siding • TPO
Metal Fascia Wrap • Metal Soffits • Metal Patio Lids

Integrity & Experience Ensure Excellence
 Our expert team is available 7-days a week,  

365-days a year to attend to your roofing needs.

SERVING ALL OF NORTHERN ARIZONA

(928) 301-6301
www.elevatedroof.com

ROC311899 • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

SPRING IS THE BEST TIME TO INSPECT YOUR ROOF
MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE 10%

Elizabeth Hausman 
Realtor®

(623) 570-3076 (Cell)
EHausmanAZ@Gmail.com

YOUR DREAM STARTS HERE!YOUR DREAM STARTS HERE!YOUR DREAM STARTS HERE!

Bob Joncas 
Associate Broker | Realtor®

(928)853-8542 (Cell)
BobJoncas@aol.com

$450,000
1320 E CARIBOU RD, MUNDS PARK

Escape to this updated Munds Park 
retreat beside Coconino National Forest. 
Featuring three bedrooms, two baths, 
a modern kitchen, and a spacious deck 
with forest views. Includes a paver 
driveway, landscaped yard, and direct 
trail access—perfect for outdoor lovers 
seeking peace and nature.

$219,000
 615 HILLSIDE DR, MUNDS PARK

0.14 acre. One of the few lots to build 
your dream cabin on in Pinewood. Well 
treed and level. The owner may carry. 
Submit terms.

$499,900
605 E HILLSIDE DR, MUNDS PARK

Don’t miss this fully remodeled, move-
in-ready cabin with new HVAC, roof, 
paint, plumbing, appliances, and more. 
Features T&G ceilings, laminate � oors, 
dual-pane windows, and a wrap-
around covered deck. Immaculate, 
modern, and perfect for cozy mountain 
living with plenty of parking.

$650,000
17665 MUSTANG RD, MUNDS PARK

This one-level Animal Hill retreat 
features forest views, T&G ceilings, a 
wood-burning stove, central heat/air, 
spacious kitchen, game room, and a 
primary suite with walk-in shower. Fully 
furnished and move-in ready with a 
new composite deck—just steps from 
the National Forest!

$499,000
660 E TROUT CREEK RD, MUNDS PARK
Discover this cozy 2-bedroom, 2-bath cabin 
in central Munds Park. Enjoy an open layout 
with a rustic brick � replace, updated roof 
and windows, spacious entertaining deck, 
long driveway, and storage shed. A turnkey 
retreat o� ering comfort, charm, and 
convenience—ready for you to move in!

READY TO SELL? Let’s make your home the next success story! 
Contact us today to get started!

MountainDreamsRealty.com
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SIP, SMILE, & WAG A LITTLE
KOTA’S HAS YOUR CUP OF JOY.

Proudly pouring locally roasted  
Firecreek Coffee & Espresso

Specialty teas, plus Chai & Matcha Lattes
Pastries Baked Fresh in house Daily

Biff’s Bagels from our friends in Flagstaff  
The Famous Kota’s Breakfast Sandwich

...plus more breakfast favorites
Lunch Sandwiches, Melts, & Paninis

SERVING
Thursday - Tuesday, 7am-2pm

CLOSED: Wednesdays

(928) 286-2331
17680 S. Munds Ranch Rd.  

Munds Park, AZ 86017

We have a dog-friendly patio!

HOMEMADE & WONDERFUL

By Vanita Dee
Some traditions fade 
quietly over time. Others 
get pushed aside by 
convenience or the 
illusion that faster is 
better. For many Native 
communities, traditional 
foods didn’t vanish in 
a single generation—
they were replaced 
slowly, meal by meal, by 
disconnection from the 
land and the original way 
of eating.
But make no mistake, 
these recipes are making 
a comeback. And they’re 
not just nutritious. 
They’re spectacular.
All across the country, Indigenous cooks are reclaiming the flavors 
their grandparents once knew by heart—meals made with corn, beans, 
squash, wild game, and local herbs. Food that doesn’t just fill a belly, but 
fills a soul.

Bringing Native Foods Back to the Table
Mariah Gladstone, member of the Blackfeet Nation and founder of 
Indigikitchen, is one of the bright minds stirring the pot of this culinary 
revival. She’s not just serving up recipes—she’s serving up reconnection. 
Through her videos and virtual classes, she’s reminding communities 
that traditional food is still here, still possible, and still deeply healing.
No processed shortcuts. No sugar-laden sauces. Just bold, beautiful food 
with roots—prepared the way it was always meant to be.
And here’s the best part: you don’t need to be Indigenous to understand 
the love behind these meals. What Mariah and so many others are 

NATIVE-INSPIRED, SOULFUL & GOOD

bringing to the table isn’t just food—it’s memory. It’s respect. It’s wisdom 
passed down in cast iron pots and handwritten notes.
Food this real has a way of changing the way you cook, the way you eat, 
and maybe even the way you see the world.

Try This at Home: Three Sisters Stew
Shared with permission from Mariah Gladstone at Indigikitchen.com

This is the kind of recipe that hums with history. Mariah’s Three Sisters 
Stew is named after the traditional trio of corn, beans, and squash—
known as the “three sisters” in many Native cultures. Grown together, 
each plant helps the others thrive: corn offers support, beans add 
nitrogen to the soil, and squash shades the ground. It’s a recipe rooted 
in sustainability, community, and a deep respect for the land.
And if you’re lucky enough to live near a farm stand or farmers market? 
Get ready. These veggies were made for summer.

Three Sisters Stew Ingredients
 � Your favorite summer 

squash
 � 1 tablespoon avocado oil
 � 1 yellow onion diced
 � 4 cloves garlic minced
 � 2 quarts vegetable stock or 

water
 � 1 teaspoon dried thyme
 � 1 teaspoon ground cumin
 � 1 pound fresh corn kernels
 � 1 can cannellini 

beans, drained (15 oz)
 � 1/4 cup green onions sliced
 � Salt to taste

Instructions
1. Halve the squash, remove the 

seeds and skin, then cut into 
1-inch cubes.

2. In a large stockpot, heat the oil, 
garlic, and squash over medium 
heat and sauté the onions until 
they are translucent. When the 
onions are soft, add spices and 
stir for 60 seconds.

3. Add the stock or water, corn, 
and beans, and simmer for 20 
minutes or until the squash is 
fork-tender.

4. Taste and adjust seasoning as 
needed.

Enjoy!
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A SALUTE WORTH SHARING
Help Us Spotlight a Hometown Hero 

This November
They’ve already served their country.
They didn’t do it for attention. They didn’t 
do it for praise.
They did it because that’s who they are.
Every November, The Pinewood News 
honors one local veteran whose story 
deserves to be shared. If you know a 
military hero—family, friend, or neighbor—
who should be recognized, tell us why.
This is where you come in.
A few heartfelt words can go a long way in 
honoring someone who never asked for the 
spotlight but has surely earned it.
 � Email your nomination to  

Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com
 � Deadline: September 15

Let’s give our heroes more than a thank 
you—let’s give them a place in Pinewood’s 
history, recorded in the pages of your  
local paper.

Photo shared by Scott Manning, a proud Munds 
Park resident. We thought it was the perfect 

image to accompany our article, A Salute Worth 
Sharing. Have a photo you’d like to share with 

the community? Send it our way at Hello@
ThePinewoodNews.com—we’d love to see it!
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J & W Excavating Services
A full-service civil contractor, J & W Excavating delivers top-tier results with the experience to 

back it up. Licensed, bonded, and insured—because peace of mind matters.

Excavation & Construction Services
• Land and Lot Clearing
• Hillside Lot Construction
• Building Pad Construction
• Grading and Drainage
• Concrete and Paving
• Operator-Assisted Equipment Rentals

Equipment Services
• Dozer
• Excavator
• Backhoe
• Ramhoe
• Truck & Equipment Transportation

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Mark at 480-589-7288

30 Years of Experience • 15-Year Munds Park Resident
ROC #124858

By Sandee Caviness
Most of us haven’t lived through a true trade 
war. For years, global commerce flowed in the 
background — steady, unquestioned, just part of 
modern life. But now, trade is on the minds of 
everyone who stays informed. And beneath the 
headlines and political noise, I found myself 
noticing something else.
A possibility.
What if this disruption can be more than a power 
play between nations?
What if it’s a rare chance to reconsider the way we 
live — what we buy, who we support, and the long-
term cost of convenience and cheap products?
Not just because of a trade war with China, but because 
rethinking our habits might be the most meaningful way  
to honor Earth Day.
Think about what we’ve ignored for decades. In our rush to save a dollar 
or two, we opened the door to a flood of cheap imports from China. And 
it’s cost us more than we ever imagined.
China, and we allowed it, built its economy by undercutting American 
ingenuity, bypassing fair labor standards, ignoring environmental 
responsibility, and, in many cases, eroding our own ability to make 
lasting products.
And because of greed — corporate and consumer — we’ve bought in.
We accepted the disposable lifestyle without thinking twice about  
where it leads.
We traded durability for discount prices.
Now we’re surrounded by things that were never meant to last.
We don’t always notice. But it’s there.
The junk drawer full of chargers that no longer fit anything.
The closet with broken gadgets we meant to fix but never did.
The garage, lined with boxes of forgotten appliances, tools that don’t 

CELEBRATING EARTH DAY
Can the Trade War with China Be Good for the Planet?

work, and things we’ll eventually haul to the  
thrift store — or the landfill.
It’s the quiet build-up of stuff that wasn’t  
made to last.
Things we bought because they were cheap,  

easy, and convenient.
Things that let us down faster than we expected 

— but oh well, let’s go buy more.
This isn’t just clutter. It’s the cost of  
buying cheap and disposable.

Not once, but over and over.
And where does all of it go?

Into the ground. Into the water. In our backyard.
Our landfills grow, our soil pays the price, and fuel gets burned shipping 
the next container across our oceans full of replacements.
So maybe, just maybe, tariffs on Chinese imports are more than just 
tough talk.
Maybe they’re a long-overdue filter — something that slows the flow of 
junk just long enough for us to ask better questions.
What if we chose to step out of the cycle?
What if we spent a little more, a little less often — and supported 
American manufacturers who actually give a damn?
The ones who build things meant to last. Who treat their workers like 
humans. Who adhere to environmental standards. 
Because yes, American-made costs more. But the real cost of cheap?
This is about more than trade. Instead this can be about values.
It’s about asking: Do we want to own better things — or just more 
broken ones?
If we care about the land, the air, and the people doing the work, then 
maybe buying American is one of the clearest choices we can make.
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Dream Big, Borrow Smart!

Debi Bright
Managing Broker / Realtor® 

928.699.7703 CELL

BrightDebi@gmail.com

39 YEARS OF MAKING YOUR DREAMS A REALITY

105 BISON DRIVE
Chalet-style cabin with open floor plan and abundant 
windows. Two bedrooms and two baths on the main level, 
plus an oversized loft with extra sleeping areas and a cozy 
reading nook. Features include a 10x12 shed, paver driveway, 
dual-pane windows, propane and electric baseboard heat, 
A/C throughout, and a large deck. Home backs to one-acre 
lots. Furnishings included at no extra cost.

$585,00 
405 E CEDAR WOOD DR

Brand new,right off the show room floor. Four bedroom, two 
baths, open floor plan. High vaulted ceilings, large windows. 
All electric Cavco unit over 1600 square foot livable with an 
extra large deep covered front porch that spans the width 
of the unit. Lots of natural light thru out. Ceilings fans in 
all four bedrooms and living room. Home is on track to be 
completed by the end of February.

$464,900
17425 S SHADOW ROCK PL

This fully remodeled, single-level home spans nearly 1100 
square feet with three bedrooms and two baths. It sits on 
a large 7700 sq. ft lot and includes an oversized shed. The 
home features a propane fireplace, new vinyl windows, 
fresh interior and exterior paint, new cabinets, countertops, 
appliances, water heater, and flooring. Highlights include 
pine tongue-and-groove ceilings and new doors. Located 
on a quiet cul-de-sac, viewings are limited due to tenant 
occupancy. Please respect their privacy.

$560,000

RE/MAX Pinewood
15 W Pinewood Blvd
PO Box 17218
Munds Park, AZ 86017

FEATURED MOUNTAIN HOMES BY DEBI BRIGHT
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Lynlee PlumbingInc.

Call Brian Today!
(928) 257-1441
www.lynleeplumbing.com
Serving Munds Park & Flagstaff

Friendly & Excellent Service
Dedicated to Making Your Home 

Comfortable & Safe.
Our Services:

 Expert Water Heater Solutions 
 Water Softening Systems

 Shut Off Valve Installations
 Professional Re-piping

 Leak Fixes
LICENSED
INSURED
ROC#333720

By April Plonski,
Especially with minimal snowfall in the winter, 
Northern Arizona’s dry climate and dense forests 
make it especially vulnerable to wildfires. Staying 
informed and prepared is essential, and the 
Department of Forestry and Fire Management app is a 
crucial tool for residents and visitors alike.

Key Features
 � Real-Time Wildfire Alerts: Get instant updates on 

fire activity and emergency warnings specific to 
Northern Arizona.

 � Interactive Maps & Weather Updates: Track wildfires, monitor 
drought conditions, and stay aware of changing weather that impacts 
fire behavior.

 � Evacuation & Safety Guidance: Access evacuation routes, emergency 
shelters, and preparedness tips tailored for the region.

 � Fire Prevention & Reporting: Learn fire safety practices and report 
hazardous conditions to authorities before they escalate.

The “AZ Fires Near Me” feature is especially helpful as this is a direct 
link to Inciweb, a tool used by insurance carriers to determine the 
proximity of active wildfires and their percentages of containment.
Download the app today and receive vital up-to-date information on the 
go. The free mobile application can be found for IOS users on iTunes and 
Google Play for Android users and by searching Arizona Department of 
Forestry and Fire Management.

FIRE SAFETY IN YOUR 
POCKET: AZ FORESTRY APP

Trust us with challenging 
insurance needs for wildfire 
areas, flood zones, aging roofs, 
and manufactured homes!
Insuring homes in Northern Arizona is no 
easy task, but we’ve got you covered with 
an extensive network of over 70 insurance 
carriers. Together, we’ll explore a wide range 
of tailored options that fit your budget and 
needs. Secure your peace of mind today  
and call Lucky Penny Insurance!

M
U

ND

S PARK BUSINESS

ALLIANCE

PROUD MEMBER

April Plonski
Munds Park Resident Since 1990 

(602) 922-9956 
april.plonski@goosehead.com

www.MundsParkInsurance.com

PROTECTING  
YOUR HOME  
JUST GOT  
EASIER!

This gorgeous log-sided cabin backs directly onto 
the Coconino National Forest—your backyard is pure 
wilderness.
• Wake up to towering pines, crisp mountain air, and  

elk wandering past your deck.
• A private garden path leads to a hidden oasis with 

grapevines, cherry, and aspen trees.
• Fully upgraded cabin—modern comforts meet  

rustic soul.
• Private gate access to endless hiking and biking.

This isn’t just a home—it’s a lifestyle. Retreat.  
Relax. Reconnect.

Cabins like this rarely come up—reach out now  
before it disappears!

HIDDEN GEM ALERT!
$575,000

 

Jay Otlewski  
REALTOR®
jotlewski@gmail.com
623-271-4234
www.JayAzHomes.com
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GARDENS IN THE PARK
TOO COLD TO GARDEN OUTSIDE? TRY A COZY INDOOR HERB GARDEN

Just because the wind 
is howling and your 
garden beds could be 
buried under a late 
season snow or frost 
doesn’t mean your 
green thumb has to 
hibernate!
Now is the perfect 
time to bring the 
garden inside and 

start a simple, rewarding herb garden. Herbs are 
a low-maintenance, high-reward way to keep your 
gardening game strong all spring long.
Let’s face it: fresh herbs at the store are pricey. But 
growing your own not only saves money, it gives 
you an unlimited supply of vibrant, flavorful herbs 
right at your fingertips - perfect for jazzing up soups, 
sauces, salads, and more.

What You Need to Get Started
Growing herbs indoors is a lot easier than you might think. In fact, 
many herbs actually prefer the consistency of an indoor environment: 
no surprise frosts or summer hail storms to worry about.
Northern Arizona’s soil is famously tricky, but luckily, you’re in control 
indoors. Start with a container at least 6 inches deep to give those roots 
room to stretch. Make sure your container has drainage holes and fill 
with topsoil, compost, and a bit of sand to keep things light and well-
draining. Herbs don’t like soggy roots!

Herb Families and Their Needs
To create a thriving herb garden, it helps to think of your herbs like a 
quirky little family; each member with their own likes and dislikes.
The Mint Plant Family (includes: basil, sage, peppermint, spearmint, 
thyme, marjoram, and lavender). These Mediterranean beauties thrive 

in drier soil and do well in smaller containers that 
dry out faster. The best part? The more you harvest 
them, the more they grow! Snip just above the 
nodes and watch them branch out.
The Carrot Plant Family (includes: parsley, cilantro, 
dill, fennel, and anise). These herbs grow deeper 
roots and prefer more moisture. When summer 
rolls around, you’ll be treated to sweet-smelling 
flowers that pollinators love.
The Daisy Plant Family (includes chamomile, 
calendula, echinacea, dandelion). These tea-time 
favorites are slow growers but well worth the wait. 
Once established, they’re fairly drought tolerant.
The Onion Plant Family (includes chives, onions, 
and garlic). Hardy and easy to grow, these are 
perfect for beginners. They share similar needs 
with the Mint family - well-drained soil and a little 
breathing room.

Annual vs. Perennial Herbs
Knowing whether your herbs are annual (one-season wonders) or 
perennial (garden companions for years to come) helps with planning. 
Annuals like cilantro and dill need to be replanted each year, but grow 
quickly and are great for immediate gratification. Perennials like thyme 
and rosemary can keep growing season after season with a little TLC, 
even if they nap through the winter.

Grow, Snip, Enjoy
Indoor herb gardening in northern Arizona is more than just a way to 
pass the time until the temperatures rise: it’s also a fun, fragrant way 
to bring life into your home. So grab a few pots, some seeds or starter 
plants, and begin your herb adventure today. Your taste buds - and your 
wallet - will thank you!

Illustration by Shalom Schultz

GARDEN’S IN THE PARK
Sponsored by

Handcrafted Raised Cedar BedsHandcrafted Raised Cedar Beds
Made by Genna

No factory. No fuss. Just solid cedar, a quiet workspace, and a pair 
of hands that still believe in doing things the old-fashioned way.

Each raised bed is built by me, one at a time � sturdy enough to 
last, simple enough to let your garden shine.

Sizes � Prices:Sizes � Prices:

� 16” high - $85    � 24” high - $95    � 36” high - $105

All beds are 48” x 16” and 9” deep.

I’ll deliver to Munds Park, rimrock and camp verde.

Contact Genna at 602.717.6617602.717.6617 or Genna@Thepinewoodnews.comGenna@Thepinewoodnews.com

Thanks for supporting handmade.
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CAVCO HOMES
OVER 100 HAPPY CUSTOMERS 

IN MUNDS PARK!

$149,500
(Prices subject to change)

• Standard 12’ x 27’ 
covered deck 

• Dual pane windows
• Solid wood cabinets doors 

& drawer fronts
• Carpet Install
• 50’ utility room
• Tape and textured walls T/O
• Drywall close o� 

$109,900
(Prices subject to change)

• Dual pane windows
• Solid wood cabinets 

doors & drawer fronts
• Carpet Install
• 50’ utility room
• Tape & textured walls T/O
• Drywall close o� 

• FREE on site estimates
• Price includes delivery & set-up 

in Munds Park
• Local representative in 

Munds Park
• Semi Custom Orders 
• 100s of � oor plans to choose from
• Remove your old home and install 

new Cavco Home
• 60, 80lb roof load available

• Experienced in helping with 
insurance home replacements

• We can help with permits, 
foundations and lot prep for your 
new home.

• Land � nancing available with 
home purchase

• RV trades welcome
• FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.westgatehomesaz.com
TOLL FREE 1-800-352-3279 • 1-623-546-2045

13437 Westgate Dr • Surprise, AZ 85378

See model at Model Home Center 
Bell & Grand Ave.

FEATURES

See model at Model Home Center 
Bell & Grand Ave.

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY
Call Ken at 623-680-2345 For information

MENTION THIS AD  
FOR $50 OFF  

your first month of service!

BOOK TODAY!
Call or text Ryan at 626-244-5964

SOAK IN PERFECTION WITH 
RKT SPA & HOT TUB SERVICE
Your hot tub should be a retreat, not a chore.  
That’s where RKT Spa & Hot Tub Service comes in.

 � Weekly, bi-weekly, 
or as-needed 
cleanings

 � One-time deep 
cleans & water 
changes

 � Expert repairs—no 
hassle, just solutions

 � FREE estimates & 
honest service

With 20+ years  
of experience,  

Ryan Thompson  
knows how to keep 

your spa pristine—so 
you can just sit back, 

relax, and enjoy!

Serving Phoenix, Flagstaff & Munds Park
Wende Valentine

602-614-6146
Wende@BossLadyRed.com • BossLadyRed.com

ROC #326382

Before After

DESIGN TO RENOVATION  
& NEW CONSTRUCTION

- Not a handyman service -
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Sudoku
Created by Paul Mason • Solution Page 18B

WINTER HOURS
8am - 8pm 

CLOSED on Tuesday & Wednesday

ORDER TO GO! (928) 286-0332
65 Pinewood Boulevard • Munds Park, AZ

JOIN US FOR
breakfast, lunch, & dinner! 

Plus, enjoy our bottle service—
carry out your favorite liquor to go!

THE FAMILIAR
By Sandy Wright
Luzia is a young girl who works in the household 
of a poor noble family in 16th century Madrid. 
Accustomed to misery and drudgery in her job, she 
sings little magic proverbs to make her life a tiny 
bit easier—phrases to fix a tear in a skirt, to unburn 
bread, to multiply one egg into two.
When her mistress, Valentina, learns of Luzia’s magical 
talents, she coerces Luzia to perform these “milagritos” 
for her guests. Word of Luzia’s performances circulates, 
and Don Victor de Paredes, a wealthy man who wants 
to gain King Phillip’s favor, decides to become her 
patron and enter her in a tournament for the king. She 
will be in a magical competition where the victor will 
be the King’s holy champion.
But this is the time of the Inquisition. There is a fine 
line between miracles and witchcraft. Luzia’s secret 
Jewish heritage and her magical powers could mean 
her death.
Don Victor and Valentina outfit Luzia in fine gowns and place her under 
the tutelage of Victor’s mysterious servant, Santangel. Known as El 
Alacran, The Scorpion. Santangel is rumored to have made a deal with 
the devil himself so he will never die.

I enjoyed the depth of the relationship between 
Santangel and Liza. He helps her during her 
preparation for the competitions and is captivated by 
her cunning, her naïve honesty, even her hair. 
Luzia gradually learns that her powers are not as 
small as everyone first thought. As her powers grow, 
so does her determination to control her own fate.
The Familiar is a story with religion, politics and 
power plays, betrayals and friendships. But it goes 
deeper. The author eloquently exposes the brutality 
inflicted on the Jews and others during the Spanish 
Inquisition. It’s a shameful real-life history, full of 
hidden perils.  Fear that an improper conversation 
could be overheard. Grief and loss about friends and 
family left behind. 
In short, the book is about how everyone suffers 
when religion imposes its beliefs on a minority, told 
through the personal lenses of the main character’s 
stories.  It’s a captivating and painful read by Leigh 

Bardugo. If you appreciate a rich historical fantasy mixed with a strong 
dose of magic, this book is for you.
 � By Leigh Bardugo
 � Flatiron Books, March 2025 
 � 400 pages
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Wings Over Arizona
EARTH DAY & BIRDS

By Margaret Dyekman
Earth Day is 55 years old. Earth Day began 
in 1970, championed by Senator Gaylord 
Nelson, and to summarize his rationale for 
this initiative: “So long as the human species 
inhabits the Earth, proper management of its 
resources will be the most fundamental issue 
we face. Our very survival will depend upon 
whether or not we are able to preserve, protect 
and defend our environment. We are not free to 
decide whether or not our environment matters 
... we disregard the needs of our ecosystem at 
our mortal peril.”
The progress we’ve made as a country since 
1970 has been impressive (but not finished by 
any means): for example, the Clean Air Act, 
Water Quality Improvement Act, Toxic Substance Control Act, and Endangered Species 
Act, to name a few, have become laws since then. Birds and wildlife have benefited, as 
humans have, from these laws.
Birds are a very visible indicator of our planet’s health. Unlike small insects or fish 
under water that are hard or impossible to see, birds are right in our eyesight and 
hearing, whether we are at home, driving back and forth to work, or in a park. They 
can be our indicators of deteriorating habitat quality and environmental pollution. 
If you are reading this column, I imagine that you enjoy seeing the avian wildlife in 
your backyard very much, experiencing the songs and antics of the many species we 
have in Northern Arizona. But regardless of the progress we’ve made to protect our 
environment for ourselves and the species we share the planet with, there is more you 
and I can do.
I commend the Pinewood News for running articles about Lights Out – not only do we 
get to enjoy the natural darkness at night, but it is also important for bird migration to 
limit unnatural light. The articles about picking up after yourself in the forest and staying 
fire-wise spread the word about protecting our planet. Small but effective ways you can 
help birds thrive on our planet are: buy a Federal Duck Stamp, where the money goes to 
wetlands protection; make tax-deductible contributions to your favorite environmental 
conservation non-profit; plant native plants; keep cats indoors (safer for the cat, and 
safer for the native species of birds and small animals like lizards); keep a brush pile on 
your property where birds can take cover from predators; limit the use of pesticides and 
eliminate rodenticides; if you have bird baths and feeders, clean them regularly. And one 
of my top priorities - prevent window collisions. Birds are trying to go from point A to 
point B, but we put up windows so we can see the sky and birds, and sadly the birds are 
conned into thinking your window is a passage and they fly right into them. They can’t 
help it, but we can. Do an internet search to “prevent birds strikes” and learn about all 
the ways you can easily modify your plain glass and make it bird-proof.
You can reach me at margaretdyekman@cox.net or by text at 602-620-3210. You can read all about 
Backyard Birding in Northern Arizona at www.backyardbirdingaz.com and order the book online or 
get one directly from me. I welcome your questions, reports of sightings, and your suggestions.

Acorn Woodpecker, courtesy of Margaret Dyekman

Carpentry 
Decks 
Eaves 
Fascia 

Gutters 
Painting 

Sheetrock 
Siding 

Skirting 
Trim 

Davis and DavisContracting
Interior & Exterior Residential Services

Call for an Estimate Today!

(928) 814-2066
www.davisanddaviscontracting.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC#302711

Davis and DavisContracting

Red 
Desert 
Electric, 
Inc.
Serving Satisifed 
Customers Since 2003

Jeff Doyle 
623-293-1452
Serving Northern AZ

Bonded • Insured • ROC#193022
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TRAVEL

Traditional Listing
Maximize your sale price with this method, though it involves showings & staging.

Cash O� er
Quick & convenient—sell immediately without showings or staging.

Auction Listing
Drive competition with buyers bidding on your property.

For Sale By Owner
I’ll support you with marketing & managing showings.

Visit www.SmartSellerOptions.com or Scan The QR Code

Jay Otlewski REALTOR®
jotlewski@gmail.com

623-271-4234
www.JayAzHomes.com

SELLING YOUR HOME? You Deserve More Than One Choice!
Explore your choices. In 2025, one option just isn’t enough.

FALCONRY: WHEN A HAWK LANDED ON MY HAND & 
 STOLE THE SHOW (& MY HEART)

By “UNSTOPPABLE Stacey” Wittig
I could see the Harris’ Hawk 
perched on the crossbeam of the 
Arizona ranch’s gate, about 50 yards 
away. His silhouette stood sharp 
against the desert sky, a predator 
poised for action. He could see me 
too—my right arm raised, cloaked in 
a long leather glove. The anticipation 
crackled in the air. From behind me, 
Brian, his handler, let out a sharp 
whistle. The hawk shifted slightly, 
then launched into motion.
In an instant, he lifted from his 
perch, wings slicing through the air 
with precision. His powerful strokes 
propelled him forward at nearly 28 
miles per hour, closing the distance 
between us with breathtaking speed. 
Within three flaps of his wings, he was nearly upon me.
And then, with a grace that defied his raw power, he landed softly on my 
hand, as if descending from heaven itself. On my glove, his hawk eyes 
peered into mine with an intensity that froze time.
My Sky Island Falconry adventure was easily one of the most 
exhilarating experiences of my life! I’ll admit, earlier that day as I 
headed to the falconry near Tucson meetup spot, a mix of excitement 
and nerves simmered within me.
The idea of standing face-to-face with a powerful raptor, let alone 
having one perched on my hand, was both thrilling and intimidating. 
Those sharp talons, designed for stabbing prey, and the fierce, hooked 
beak shaped for tearing flesh—it all felt a little daunting.
How did I transition from scaredy cat to novice falconer?

What transformed me from a 
nervous beginner to an eager 
novice falconer was the exceptional 
guidance and soothing presence of 
the experts at Sky Island Falconry. 
Under the tutelage of Brian Wood 
and Nate Danforth, who co-
founded this unique educational 
organization, our small group was 
gently introduced to the world of 
falcons.
The journey began with a mellow 
initiation, as we were first 
introduced to an itty-bitty owl, 
allowing us to gradually build 
confidence and immerse ourselves 
in this ancient art.
The Eastern Screech Owl, bred 
in captivity, is very similar to 

the Western Screech Owl, native to the Sonoran Desert region. The 
harmless owl sparked our curiosity, and I couldn’t wait to hold it myself. 
Soon, we were all slapping on our leather falconry gloves, eager to let 
the little being perch on our forefingers.
Holding the owl helped me to step into the role of falconer as I bonded 
with the little creature. His big eyes locked onto mine, and I could 
swear we shared a silent understanding. It was as if he was playfully 
demanding, “Get me some sunglasses.”
Embracing Falconry Near Tucson
I think the whole group felt more at ease once the falcon was introduced. 
This is the bird that gave the sport of falconry its name. We held the 
predator, which was hooded (that’s where the word ‘hoodwinked’ came 
from). By limiting their sight, the hood reduces stress and anxiety, 

UNSTOPPABLE Stacey with Harris’ Hawk near Tucson 
Foll Exposures photo

Continued on page 30
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Irrigation • Landscaping • Yard Clean Up • Pavers • Retaining Walls

928-600-6882
Stellers.irrigation@gmail.com

Licensed • Bonded • AZ ROC 343874

allowing the bird to remain calm 
in new or potentially frightening 
situations.
Harris’ Hawk Hunt
Before bringing out the big guns, 
Harris’ Hawks—known for their 
impressive wingspan of 41 to 47 
inches — Brian and Nate told 
us what to expect next, another 
clever instructional technique. 
We’re heading off-trail for an 
authentic hunting experience, 
using two Harris’ Hawks: a male 
and a female. “Females are the 
boss. He’s playing with fire, is 
what he’s doing,” Nate quipped as 
the chestnut-red male swooped 
after the larger female.
According to the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, these hawks are renowned for their cooperative hunting style, making 
them the most social raptors in North America. Their teamwork and ease with 
humans have earned them a special place in falconry and education programs such 
as this one.
We traversed uneven desert terrain, climbing up to a boulder field scattered with 
rough, dark stones. The hawks glided effortlessly between towering Saguaro cacti 
and the highest tips of boulders, keeping a “hawkeye” on any movement below.
Suddenly, a jackrabbit darted across the desert floor, catching their attention. The 
birds dive down from opposing directions as the jackrabbit takes off like a flash, 
zigzagging before diving into thick ground cover. It makes another dash for safety, 
but the hawks are relentless in pursuit. After an intense chase, the jackrabbit finally 
finds refuge.
But the hunt isn’t over yet. The female spots a cottontail and dives after it! The 
bunny’s white tail makes it easier for me to follow, and apparently for her. After 
darting down several rabbit trails, the cottontail hides under a massive brittlebush. 
The hawk plunges through the tangle of dried branches with precision. A piercing 
scream erupts as her talons strike home.

“Now every animal in the desert will know there’s a kill and will come,” Brian 
explains matter-of-factly. The rabbit’s death cry is nature’s dinner bell, summoning 
predators like bobcats, cougars or coyotes. Vulnerable during this moment of 
triumph, the hawk takes a protective stance against potential scavengers.

“It never gets old,” Brian declares with passion. “There’s nothing like working with an 
animal that doesn’t need you but chooses to work with you anyway.”

“UNSTOPPABLE Stacey” Wittig is a travel writer based right here in Munds Park. 
Visit her website to read the whole story and get links to the businesses mentioned.
Sky Island Falconry Experience, Tucson, skyislandfalconry.org
Thanks to my new friend, Logan Foll of Foll Exposures Photography,  
www.follexposures.com.

travel
Continued from page 29

Falconer Bryan Wood with owl 
Photo by Stacey Wittig



April 18, 2025 | SEC B - 9Not all treasure is silver and gold—some of it blooms by the roadside.

HEALTH & WELLNESS

By Brit Elders
The weather is warming, and we’ll be 
wearing shorts and swimsuits before 
long. But how many of us begin a 
healthy new regime, like exercising or 
proper eating, only to have someone 
we care about unwittingly sabotage  
our efforts?
Most sabotage comes through very 
subtle statements like, “Oh you don’t 
need to drop any weight.” Or “Try this 
chocolate cake. A little won’t hurt you.” 
These comments don’t help when what you 
really yearn for is a pat on the back for 
committing to better yourself.
When one hears an off-hand remark like, 

“When are you going to eat like a normal 
person again?” there is an undercurrent 
of guilt for not meeting the ‘standards’ 
of the people around them.
Instead of feeling guilt for your choice, you should exercise your 
personal strengths by communicating to your friends, family and co-
workers that eating properly is about you, and that you deserve it. Flex 
your emotional muscles and stand up for yourself. Tell them when you 
feel that they are acting as saboteurs to your progress. Remind them 
that this is about you and not about them, because at the same time, you 
will be reminding yourself.
Don’t allow temptation or a sense of humiliation to thwart any aspect 
of your self- improvement goals. Openly discuss your objectives with 
your family and friends. Let them know why you are embarking on this 
commitment to yourself. Explain your goals, and what you need to do 
in order to achieve them. You might even invite those around you to 
participate in this adventure.
Here are some suggestions for those days when you feel like giving up 
and giving in:

COMMIT TO SELF

 � Keep a journal of the positive changes you are experiencing. Refer to 
that when you need inspiration.

 � If you are trying to shed some pounds, don’t weigh every day. Twice a 
week or, in most cases, once a week is enough.

 � Set realistic expectations. It took some time to get out of shape and it 
will take some time to get back into shape.

 � Vent! Do not hold in stress. Use the tips below to release frustration, 
as they will help to avoid needless arguments and added stress:
• Express what you are feeling verbally, and in a calm non-

accusatory manner.
• Write it down. The simple act of writing your frustration is often 

enough to release it.
• If you are really upset, go talk to yourself in a mirror before 

releasing your anger on another. Take both sides of the argument. 
Before long, you will be laughing at how silly the entire issue was 
in the first place.

• If it is really serious, speak with a professional.
• Meditation is a wonderful tool for keeping yourself on track and 

for eliminating stress.
• Add the word “no” to your vocabulary. Most of us do our very best 

to please others by agreeing with them. Please yourself with the 
word “no”.

• Avoid using the phrase, “I can’t...” Instead say, “I don’t...” “I can’t” 
limits you and makes you feel as if you are restricted. “I don’t” 
places you in a position of power over yourself. That little turn of 
the phrase can make you feel so much better about yourself, and it 
reflects your self-confidence to everyone else around you.

Above all, remember that what you do with your life is up to you. It is 
not about pleasing anyone but you, and, finally, everyone you know will 
be graced by your new awareness.
You’ll be surprised by the gains you make when you provide your  
own emotional support and own the power needed to reinforce your 
healthy choices!
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Created by Paul Mason • Solution Page 18B

ACROSS
1. Wet nurse
5. Orbital point
10. Chills
14. Steak order
15. Locomotive
16. Component used 
as fertilizer
17. Plural of 
crematorium
19. Sketch
20. Wood sorrel
21. Not yet final, at law
22. Juries
24. Depend (on)
25. Patriots’ Day 
month
26. Neighbor of 
Namibia
29. Monkey business
32. Relaxed
33. Exhaust pipe 
emission
34. Go for the gold
35. Helen of ___
36. Funny business

37. Young fellows
38. Relief
39. Buzz
40. Pig out
41. Carrier of a money-
laden briefcase, 
perhaps
43. “The family jewels”
44. Cast member
45. Wacky
46. Kind of 
48. Japanese 
wrestling
49. French vineyard
52. Chills and fever
53. Over-the-top
56. One to grow on
57. The ___ suspects
58. Leave in the dust
59. Shade provider
60. Fine fur
61. Vamoosed

DOWN
1. Chevron competitor
2. Cleopatra’s love ___ 
Antony

3. Vicinity
4. Skirt’s edge
5. Number one Hun
6. Lackluster
7. Rani’s wear
8. Son of a son
9. More irritable
10. Persistent pest
11. Beside the point
12. Sound of thunder
13. Wood cutters 
18. Bless with oil
23. Circle segments
24. Like Santa’s 
cheeks
25. Knight’s 
protection
26. Place to exchange 
vows
27. Persian water 
wheel
28. Cheerful 
disposition
29. Abnormal growth
30. Blue ___ 
Mountains

31. Those in favor
33. Angry one
36. Funny
37. Shopper’s aid
39. Memorization 
method
40. Confuse
42. Plot
43. Enchilada 
alternative
45. Of a brain 
membrane
46. Huck Finn’s 
transport
47. Petri dish filler
48. Ticket part
49. Hip
50. Trick
51. Spent
54. Stars and Stripes 
land
55. Santa’s little 
helper

LET THE SUNSHINE IN!
Brighten up your world with our top-notch 

window cleaning services. We offer:

 9 Professional Window Cleaning
 9 Expert Pressure Washing

 9 Thorough Gutter Cleaning
SPRING INTO CLEAN!  

Our May and June slots are  
filling up—don’t miss out!

EASY ONLINE BOOKING 
Visit PineCountryWindows.com  

to secure your appointment. Or call us at 
928-527-0671

PROUDLY LOCAL
Owned & Operated by Munds Park’s  

own Marilyn & Dave Kaminski and their three little 
scallywags. We love Munds Park!

Thank You for Supporting a Local Business!
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$510,000
615 E Turkey Trail

This cozy home is nestled on a heavily treed lot with breath-
taking views and it’s surrounded by a composite wraparound 
deck. Inside, the living room boasts a beautiful brick � replace, 
and vaulted tongue-and-groove ceilings. The lower level fea-
tures two bedrooms, while a spacious loft bedroom upstairs 

o� ers lovely views. The roof was recently replaced in 2024. The 
home comes fully furnished and is move-in ready.

Lorraine De La Cruz
Your local Munds Park Specialist

602-295-5827
www.delacruzsells.com

PRICE 
REDUCED!

Munds Park 
4th of July Parade
Sponsored by Pinewood Property Owners’ Association

Sign up for the Munds Park 4th of July 
and be a part of this special event!

There is a 150 vehicle limit, so please preregister!

Name:     
Vehicle License:    
Munds Park Address:    
Phone Number:    
Type of Entry: (check one)
 ATV  Truck  Truck w/trailer  Other:    
Approximate number of persons on vehicle/trailer:    

Return the form to the front desk at the Pinewood Country Club or the Munds Park 
Post Office during regular business hours. You may also mail it to Friedlund,  
P.O. Box 17011, Munds Park, AZ, or submit electronically at www.pinewoodppoa.org.

For Information Call: Len Friedlund at (928) 600-3896

PINEWOOD NEWS 4TH OF JULY PARADE FLOAT CONTEST!
The winners of our 3rd Annual Pinewood News 4th of July Parade Float Contest will be featured on  
the cover of Pinewood News — along with a special story celebrating their creativity and craft.  
This is your chance to have your float, your team, and your artistic talent recognized in the  
community’s favorite publication!

Munds Park July 
5th Electric Light 
Parade!
Please join us for the 4th annual Electric Light Parade, 
July 3, 2025. Group assembles at 7 pm in the parking 
lot next to the Chevron and the parade begins at 8:pm.
All lighted motor vehicles are invited to attend. All 
vehicles must be street legal with licensed drivers. 
Parade route will be printed in the Pinewood News 
June 21 & July 3rd issue. Be sure and check the Munds 
Park Facebook groups and the Pinewood News for any 
late breaking updates.
Flashlight Volunteers: We request the assistance of 
flashlight volunteers to ensure smooth traffic flow 
and safety along the route. Spectator Safety: In the 
spirit of safety, we encourage all spectators to bring 
a flashlight or other lighted item. Let’s illuminate the 
way together and make this event a shining success. 
Please remember to keep children and pets under close 
supervision throughout the evening. Get ready to be 
dazzled at the 4th Annual Electric Light Parade!
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Word search
Created by Paul Mason • Solution Page 18B

Absurd
Amuse
April
Chump
Comical
Deceive
Dupe
Fool
Fun
Gag
Gullible
Hoax

Hoodwink
Humor
Jester
Joke
Kooky
Mislead
Mockery
Play
Prank
Quirky
Ruse
Scam

Scheme
Silly
Spoof
Stunt
Surprise
Trick
Unwitting
Victim
Wild
Zany

WOODLAND RENOVATIONS
Remodel and Repair Contractor

Additions
Decks

Minor Plumbing
Electrical

Sliding Windows
Doors

Interior & Exterior 
Remodels

Drywall & Drywall  
Repair

Call Larry McCoy (928) 814-9542
Munds Park Resident for Over 30 Years!

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Medicare 
Questions?

Stacey Sabo, Licensed Agent

Call me anytime, I can help!
602-730-6315 
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STAY COOL & FLOWING WITH CONFIDENCE! 
Our HVAC & Plumbing heroes are here to help:

 9 Expert AC installations, repairs, and plumbing services.
 9 Routine maintenance for optimal home performance, from air to water.
 9 Advanced heat pump systems for extreme conditions.
 9 Leaky faucet or clogged drain? We’ve got you covered!

Trust us to ensure your home’s comfort, inside and out.
Contact us for fast, reliable HVAC and plumbing service.

CALL 928-300-4002 TODAY
HOURS: Monday - Friday 7am-4pm

LELAND ROOFING
30 Years of Service

Residential & Commercial
Shingles • Repairs • Flat Decks

Snow Removal

Call for a FREE Estimate Today
Jeff Leland Owner

Cell (928) 699-8517
Of� ce (928) 226-8175

SERVING ALL OF 
NORTHERN ARIOZNA

ROC# 178580 
Class K4
 Bonded
 Insured

Over 30 years of 
expertise in every 
aspect of drywall, 
specializing in:
• Drywall patching
• Repairs
• Fire & Water Damage
• Anger Damage
• Remodeling

Tim Daulton
(928) 853-6959

tim@azallprodrywall.com
Licensed • Bonded • AZ ROC 329121

OPINION
No Mayor, No Problem—We Lead Ourselves

By Nancy Huzar, Full-Time Resident of Munds Park
It’s always inspiring to hear people’s opinions and feel their 
passion for our community. But for some reason, that’s often 

where it stops. Words without action don’t bring change, and 
in a place like Munds Park, it is up to us—the residents—

to step up and take the bull by the horns when it 
comes to issues that impact our community.
Unlike many towns, we have no mayor, no city council, 

no local government truly advocating for us. Some 
might see that as a lack of representation—or even a kind 

of government neglect—but in reality, it creates a unique 
responsibility. One that falls squarely on us.

Here, leadership isn’t handed to elected officials—it’s earned by 
those willing to stand up, take action, and fight for what’s right. 

Many residents already take on a variety of challenges, not 
because it’s their job, but because they understand that this 
community is what we make of it.

We may not always see eye to eye, and we may not always get along, but in times of need, 
we show up for each other. When it really matters, the differences that once seemed so 
important quickly fade into the background—because at the end of the day, Munds Park 
is more than just a scenic tourist destination; it is our home.

Self-Reliance and Holding the County Accountable
For many, Munds Park is more than an ideal tourist area—it is where we live, where we 
invest our energy, and where we raise our families. We protect and defend it—not a local 
police department. We go to the County when we have needs that deal with planning and 
zoning, permitting, and other legal matters concerning our property. But that also means 
we must hold the County accountable, ensuring that their decisions reflect the best 
interests of those who actually live here—not just those passing through.
It’s time for us to take ownership of our community, to push beyond conversation and 
into action. Because if we don’t stand up for Munds Park, who will?
Let’s practice some community involvement—email Pinewood News about what being 
unincorporated means to you and join us on the Facebook pages!

We love hearing from our readers!
Got something to say? Share your thoughts with us at Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com—
we’re all ears.
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928.526.2156 • www.hcnaz.com
5200 E. Cortland Blvd Ste D6 | Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

sales@hcnaz.com 
ARIZONA ROC LICENSE NUMBERS: 

KB-1 252743 CR-11 275972

ELEVATE 
YOUR LIVING SPACE

FLAGSTAFF’S CLIENT FOCUSED BUILDER

CUSTOM HOMES
REMODELS

ADDITIONS & ADUs

Whether you’re taking the first steps toward your 
dream home or have a few questions, we’re here 

to guide you. Reach out to High Caliber today, and 
let’s lay the foundation for a beautiful partnership.

Visit Our Showroom
1000 E Butler Ave, Suite 104 

Flagsta� , AZ 86001

We provide exceptional service and competitive 
wholesale prices to a range of clients including 
contractors, builders, designers, homeowners, 
DIY enthusiasts, and handyman services.

For all your � ooring needs including turf!

(928) 526-1341
� agsta� wholesale� ooring.com

8 Waterproof LVP in stock 
PLUS 4 New Colors

for UNDER 3.10/sqft—
limited supply!

Flagsta� ’s Finest, Serving Munds Park & Rimrock Too!

SSTTEEVVEE  CCRRAAIIGG  CCUUSSTTOOMM  PPAAIINNTTIINNGG  &&  

CCOONNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONN,,  LLLLCC  

       
       
       
       
       
    Family owned and operated   

   
Painting 

  Cabins / Decks 
   Custom Remodels 

Epoxy Floor Coatings 
General Construction  
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1355 E. Bobcat
$644,000

Nestled in the pines and oaks, this chalet has it all. Three 
bedrooms, two bath, additional loft area, soaring T&G ceilings, 
open � oor-plan, toy size garage, trex deck, central heat and air 

conditioning and comes fully furnished!

Nancy Shelton
Associate Broker

928-856-0152
NancySheltonRealtor@gmail.com

Scan to see 
property details 

and photos.

Paws of Pinewood
Caring for Your Furry Friends

RABIES INCIDENTS 
A Reminder to Keep Pets Vaccinated

The Arizona Game and Fish 
Department reminds the 
public to protect themselves 
and their pets by keeping a 
safe distance from wildlife, 

especially animals that may be behaving 
abnormally, such as those that appear 
aggressive and/or lacking a fear of humans.
The reminder comes as an increasing 
number of rabies-related incidents have 
been reported statewide. A recent Arizona Department of Health Services 
report indicated that foxes and skunks were the most common species to 
have tested positive for rabies between January and March 2025.
Pets such as dogs and cats, as well as livestock such as horses, should 
be vaccinated regularly against rabies. In addition, dogs should be on 
leashes when outdoors and a veterinarian consulted if any domestic 
animals are injured by wildlife. Unvaccinated animals exposed to 
wildlife with rabies must undergo a four-month quarantine, and 
vaccinated animals need to be quarantined for 45 days.

“In Arizona, the principal rabies hosts are bats, skunks and foxes,” said 
Dr. Anne Justice-Allen, AZGFD wildlife veterinarian. “These animals 
carry their own distinct strains of the rabies virus. When rabies 
activity within these animal groups increases, rabies can impact other 
mammals, such as bobcats, coyotes, javelina, cats, dogs, horses, or cows.”
To report an animal bite, or an animal acting suspicious, call AZGFD at 
623-236-7201. For more information, visit:
www.azgfd.com/wildlife-conservation/wildlife-diseases-2
www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/rabies 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department receives no general fund tax dollars. The 
majority of funding to manage more than 800 native wildlife species comes from 
Arizona’s hunters and anglers.

By Venita Dee
Yes, we know. Your dog is different. He’s friendly. She’s perfect. He wouldn’t 
hurt a fly. She listens—usually. But let’s get one thing straight: you don’t get 
to decide how other people, pets, or wildlife react to your unleashed pride 
and joy sprinting full tilt across a trail, street, or neighbor’s front yard.
Some dogs don’t play nice. Some are reactive. Some are elderly or just trying 
to take a peaceful walk without having your “friendly” dog’s nose in their 
business. Wildlife? They will attack. Foxes, coyotes, and even javelina don’t 
care how many stars your pooch gets on Instagram.
And—brace yourself—some people just don’t like dogs. I know, shocking. 
But they exist. And they shouldn’t have to feel threatened, cornered, or 
bowled over on their morning stroll because Fido “just wanted to say hi.”
Also: dogs get lost. All the time. Even the best-trained dogs. All it takes is 
one squirrel, one rabbit, one butterfly flapping the wrong way, and suddenly 
you’re printing fliers and crying in a Facebook group.
So here’s the deal: Leash your dog. Not because you’re a bad owner, but 
because you’re a responsible one. Because you love your dog and want to 
keep them safe. Because you give a damn about your neighbors. Because 
you don’t want to be that guy.
Leashes save lives. They prevent accidents. They protect your dog from 
traffic, wildlife, and—let’s be honest—your own overconfidence. If you truly 
love your pet, you don’t set them up to fail.

LEASH UP, LOVE.  
IT’S NOT THAT HARD.
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PET SERVICES

HANDY SERVICES

FOOSE HOME REPAIR - SERVICING MUNDS PARK & RIMROCK
 928-456-3413 • fooserepairs@protonmail.com

www.foosehomerepairs.com - Not a licensed Contractor -

MOBILE PET GROOMING
Bella’s Pet Grooming

602-621-2903 • Foosemobile@keemail.me

CLASSIFIEDS
Contact us at 928-286-9827 or 

Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com

HAULING

15 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL
The local choice with a professional touch.

480-532-3084 • www.azgoodfellas.com

NEW & RE-ROOFS
SHINGLES • METAL • PORCH ROOFS

REPAIRS 
CHIMNEY & SKYLIGHT LEAKS  

ICE DAMS • VENTILATION

Contact Steve Lemons

(928) 707-1024
EssentialRoofingCompany@gmail.com

Munds Park Resident Since 1980
Bonded & Insured | License ROC 198120

SUMMIT PAINTING LLC
Professional Interior & Exterior Painting Services

CALL 928-853-7475

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Snow Removal • Tree & Yard Work • Hauling • Plumbing • Carpentry

CALL JOHN 928-951-6532 - Not a licensed Contractor -

JOSE ONTIVEROS
Pine Needle Clean Up • Yard Work • Cut Firewood & Stack

CALL 928-514-9901

THE HANDY DANDY MAN PETE
Home Repairs • Local • Professional • Dependable

CALL 928-542-6387

DO YOU KNOW 
WHERE YOUR 
KEYS ARE?
CALL
Bill’s Lock Shop
(928) 699-8868
Serving Munds Park

Just Moved?
Re-keying is the safest 
thing to do!

Ask about a lock  
check-up!

Excavating and Grading • Utility Trenching 
 Fill Dirt and Gravel • Calvert Installation

Call Buzz Today!
(928) 607-5932

Munds Park Resident • References Available • Not a licensed Contractor

BUZZ’S BACKHOE

ELECTRICAL

MIRACLES ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Munds Park Local • ROC#317085
747-218-1060 OR 818-248-1240

TREE SERVICES

C&M TREE SERVICES
Professional Tree Service • Check out our 5 Star Google Rating!

(928) 277-3920 • cmtreeaz@gmail.com
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Arizona North  
Tree Service

Hazardous tree removal and  
tree trimming for over 19 years. 

Services Include:
• Dead Wooding

• Tree Thinning
• Tree Pruning 

• Wildfire Fuel Reduction

Call Mike Welch Today  
for a FREE Estimate

928-286-2522
AZNorthTree.com

Licensed, Insured, reliable   
& professional service.

GET THE BEST RESULTS FOR YOUR TREES
Call Mario & Mario Landscaping & Tree Service!

TREE PRUNING We prune according to your and the 
tree’s needs, removing deadwood, raising the canopy, and 
promoting a healthy tree and growth.

TREE REMOVAL When trees need removal for health 
proximity or safety reasons, we will carefully and safely 
remove your trees.

TREE INSTALLATION Want to plant a new tree? Rely on 
Mario and Mario to help choose the most productive and 
aesthetically pleasing spot for it.  

Mario and Mario  
Landscaping & Tree Service

(928) 282-3118

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC# 165704

We offer experienced and qualified 
tree services throughout all of  

Munds Park and surrounding areas.

MIKE’S FLOOR COVERING
Commercial, Residential & Houseboat Flooring
Free Estimates • Ceramic • Carpet • Vinyl Plank • Hardwood

(928) 699-3655
weimaster1@msn.com

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

4025 E Huntington Drive, Suite 120 • Flagstaff, AZ 86004
Munds Park Resident for 24 Years! • Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC206317

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS
Drain Cleaning • Winterization • Kitchens & Baths

PINEWOOD PLUMBING

CALL
Greg Holley, Owner

(928) 600-6172
Not a Licensed Contractor

RESTORATION CLEANUP EXPERTS
Trust Titan for home and commercial 
restoration. We handle water and fire 

damage, wind damage, mold removal, 
biohazard cleanup, and more.

CONTACT US TODAY

928-328-1348
SERVICE 24/7
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MUNDS PARK COMMUNITY CHURCH

Easter Services
Easter Sunday 10:45 am

Church Services
Sunday, 10:45 am 
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd
For more information about our church  
go to our website, mpcc.church.

By Pastor Steve Bowyer 
Our middle child was born in 1991. When I showed up to the hospital 
to take Sara and Jason home for the first time, she looked at me with a 
scared look in her eyes and said they may not let us. There is a problem 
with his heart.
It turns out he has two defects. The hole in his heart was larger than the 
technology first showed. And his aortic foot is enlarged but fills the hole 
so it is not as bad as it might be. Not as bad as it might be. Funny. To a 
parent with an infant with a heart problem, about all we can think about 
is how bad it might be. If you were to put your hand on his chest you can 
feel it. Every beat is a thump/squish; thump/squish.
We looked back over Sara’s pregnancy. Did she fall or have a virus that 
affected his development on that day? Did we do something wrong? 
What do we do now?
The feelings of guilt, responsibility, and hopelessness can be debilitating.
Jason has led a normal life. He has always been active. He played 
football, baseball, runs, lifts weights and stresses his heart. His doctor 
says he will always lead a normal life. Still, to a parent we wonder if his 
heart will give out prematurely.
Jason and his wife had their second child, a baby boy. They found out 
he has the exact same defect in his heart. The doctors say that it is not 
hereditary, but there is still a lot about the genetics of the heart they do 
not know. We have the advantage of Jason living his life with the defect 
and we know so much more today. Still, it is your infant son, grandson, 
who now has to deal with this.
What might happen to him? What precautions will he have to take? 
What hope do we have?
Metal rusts. Rubber dries out and cracks. Our skin wrinkles. Our hair 
turns gray and falls out. Our eyes weaken. Our heart will stop one day. 
What hope do we have? Easter.

God never intended for it to be this way. But, due to events and the 
course that people chose to take, we now live with the consequences of 
things that either start out broken or break down prematurely.
Easter is God’s answer that gives us hope when things seem hopeless. 
Jesus overcame the biggest breakdown we face. His body was broken, 
and it died. But that was not the end. Is that not what we all fear the 
most? We are afraid that something so important is so broken it can 
never be fixed. But, whatever breaks in this life never will in the next.
But Easter proved that to be an unjustified fear. Because of Easter, we 
always have hope. This body will break. The next one is guaranteed and 
warranted by Jesus.
The hope that have; Easter.
For more information about our church hit our website, mpcc.church.

WHAT HOPE DO WE HAVE?

Sudoku
Solutions

WORD SEARCH
Solutions

Crossword
Solutions
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If Sasquatch & Aliens can do it, you can too.  
Leave no trace — love nature, take your trash, and stay on trails!

Easter Services
Easter Sunday 10:45 am

Church Services
Sunday, 10:45 am 
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd
For more information about our church  
go to our website, mpcc.church.



WELCOME TO MODERN DAY REAL ESTATE

LIST YOUR HOME FOR JUST $2,800
- NO UPFRONT COSTS -

SELLERS: List your property with us and enjoy a
� at commission rate of only $2,800. Forget about 
traditional high commission fees and save big!

BUYERS: Choose WILD ELK, and starting May 1st, 
we’ll contribute $1,000. of our commissions towards 
your closing costs. Buying your dream home just got more a� ordable!

COMPARE & SAVE!
Your “Best Friend” Realtor commission 2.5% $450,000 home = $11,250. 
OR Use Realtors Rick & Ginger and pay a � at rate $2,800. 
TOTAL SAVINGS: $8,450.
Ask yourself: Are Rick & Ginger my new best friends?

Call Rick & Ginger Today!

480-757-3429
www.flatrate28.com

Rick & Ginger: Your Neighbors in Savings
Munds Park residents, Rick and Ginger, have a proven track record of saving neighbors thousands on real estate 
commissions. Whether you’re selling a cozy $100,000 park model or a luxurious $5,000,000 home, they’re committed to 
maximizing your savings. Their commitment extends beyond transactions; it’s about community and trust.

Choose local expertise that puts your interests � rst.

When they’re not revolutionizing real estate, you’ll � nd them on the Pickleball courts, enjoying a well-earned break!

REAL ESTATE TEAM

DO THE MATH
Use the Wild Elk Team  &  list for just $2,800. 

OR 
Use a realtor friend, aunt or nephew and pay:   2.5%  x  $   

How much will you save with Wild Elk?   $      
Your Home Price




