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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR & STORY TIPS!
The Pinewood News welcomes feedback and story tips from our readers. We 
encourage comments on any subject or article we publish. We will consider 

publishing received letters, except those that invade privacy or are libelous. All 
letters must be signed and include an address and phone number for verification. 

Note that letters may be edited for space and clarity.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Genna & Sandee Caviness, Editors & Publishers
928.286.9827 • Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com

PO Box 18977, Munds Park, AZ 86017
ThePinewoodNews.com

ADVERTISE WITH US!
For advertising contact us at 928.286.9827 or 

Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.

CELESTIAL EVENTS

JUNE SKIES BRING SOLSTICE LIGHT  
& A STRAWBERRY MOON

GET YOUR LOCAL PAPER 
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

Chevron
Coldwell Banker Realty

Kota’s Coffee House
Mountain Dreams Realty

NiMarcos Pizza
Pinewood Bar & Grill

Pinewood County Club
Pinewood Powered by Re/Max

RV Park
Shell Gas Station

The Outpost (Post Office)
Wine Tasting & More
Bashas - Camp Verde

Camp Verde Community Library
The next issue of the Pinewood News on stands, July 3

June Solstice: June 21
The June solstice arrives early on June 21, marking the first 
official day of summer in the Northern Hemisphere 
and the longest day of the year.
For stargazers, it also means the shortest night. 
Do not rush outside too early and wonder where 
the stars went. The sky needs time to darken. 
Later evening, especially after 9:30 or 10 p.m., 
will offer better viewing.
The good news is that after the solstice, the nights 
slowly begin to grow longer again. Summer may be just getting 
started, but the sky is already quietly giving a few minutes back.

Full Strawberry Moon: June 29
June’s Full Moon arrives on June 29. Traditionally called the 
Strawberry Moon, its name comes from the season when 
strawberries ripen, not from the Moon turning pink or red.
This year’s Strawberry Moon is also a Micro Moon, meaning it is 
a little farther from Earth and may appear slightly smaller than 
usual. Most people will not notice the difference, but it is a fun 
skywatching detail.
The full Moon rises near sunset and will brighten the night  
sky, making faint galaxies and nebulae harder to see. Still, it  
is a beautiful night for moon watching. Binoculars can reveal 
craters, shadows, and the rugged edge  
of the lunar surface.

Evening Planets
Venus and Jupiter may still be visible 
low in the western sky early in this 
period, though they become harder 
to catch as June moves along. Look 

shortly after sunset with a clear view toward the west-northwest.
Mercury may also make a brief appearance in evening twilight, 
but it is always a quick little planet. If you see a bright point low 
near the horizon soon after sunset, you may have caught it before 
it slips away.

Summer Constellations Return
By late June, the Summer Triangle begins to rise in the eastern 
sky. Look for three bright stars: Vega, Deneb, and Altair. Together 
they form a large triangle that will climb higher as the evening 
goes on.
To the south, Scorpius and Sagittarius bring some of the richest 
star fields of the season. Sagittarius contains the Teapot shape, 
which points toward the heart of the Milky Way. The best Milky 
Way viewing will come in July, when the Moon is darker, but late 
June is a good time to start learning where to look.
Tip: Use apps like Stellarium, SkySafari, or timeanddate.com for 
precise local times/altitudes.

A Dark-Sky Reminder
Munds Park’s elevation, around 6,800 feet, can help provide 
clearer night skies, but elevation alone is not enough. Dark skies 
need a help from all of us.
Shield outdoor lights downward, use warm bulbs, and turn off 

what you do not need. A darker sky helps 
everyone see more, from children finding 
their first constellation to the 
neighbor trying to remember 
which one is Vega.
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 $448,000
17165 ELK PL

Tucked beneath the towering 
pines, this cozy mountain retreat 

blends rustic charm with modern 
comfort. Vaulted ceilings, open 
living, wood-burning � replace, 

and a large deck create the 
perfect space to relax and enjoy.

Deavin Sedillo
REALTOR®

928.679.5505
sedillo.d.r@gmail.com 

315,000
 17050 BIG SKY DR

A� ordable summer retreat among the trees. This furnished, 
move-in-ready 3-bedroom, 2-bath home features two spacious 
covered decks, a peaceful wooded setting, ample parking, and 
great versatility as a vacation getaway, second home, or full-time 
residence for easy outdoor living.

$1,295,000
17612 E FAIRWAY DR

 MUNDS PARK
Closed restaurant with HUGE potential! Includes land, building, 
and all contents. Community is eager for a great eatery! Call Bill 
Spain at 602-622-1196. Owner may carry with strong terms.

$859,900
1380 FISHLAKE DR

Your dream home, tucked among mature oaks and 
Ponderosa pines on a 12,700-square-foot lot. This 4-bed, 
3.5-bath. Features soaring ceilings, a cozy � replace, 
updated kitchen, private primary balcony, remodeled 
bath, two-car garage, greenhouse, and KnoxBox.



Built on Legacy. 
Trusted for Generations.
Goettl’s High Desert Mechanical is a 
family-owned company rooted in a legacy of 
craftsmanship, integrity, and doing the job right 
the fi rst time. What started as a commitment to 
quality has become a standard our community 
relies on.

We’re here to protect your investment.
For many families, a mountain home or cabin 
isn’t just a weekend retreat. It’s where holidays 
are spent. Where grandchildren learn to fi sh. 
Where memories turn into traditions.
Homes like that deserve more than quick fi xes 
and budget shortcuts.
 They deserve experienced technicians.
 They deserve quality systems.
 They deserve work that lasts.

That’s what we deliver. 
So don’t settle, get Goettl’s.

(928) 228-5209 
www.GoettlsHDM.com

Licensed - Family Owned - Insured - ROC#097859, 095880VERIFIED

Trusted Heating & Cooling Services
for Four Generations
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Local Highlights    7A
This is where locals come for verified updates, 
thoughtful community news, and information 
they can trust.

Things To Do & See 12A
Local events, good outings, and perfectly valid 
reasons to ignore the laundry.

Homemade & Wonderful     15A
Cowboy caviar, watermelon feta salad, and 
strawberry pretzel salad give the picnic table  
its moment.

Badge & Ballot Part IV     19A
And They Wore Black Again follows young Frances 
Willard through one of the hardest seasons of her 
childhood, when her mother, Mary Grace Willard, 
endured unimaginable loss and still found the 
strength to carry the family forward.

LOCAL WISDOM     23A
A funny but serious reminder to walk facing  
traffic, slow down, and keep Munds Park  
roads safer for everyone.

TRAVEL   24A
Champagne, cathedral history, harvest season, 
and French hospitality make Reims an easy fall 
escape from Paris.

LOCAL INK     27A
After 38 national parks, MadJack has learned 
a few tricks for better trips, fewer crowds, and 
happier travels.

FROM THE PINEWOOD PRO     3B
Buying in Munds Park means thinking about land, 
seasons, wildfire, insurance, maintenance, and 
the lifestyle that comes with the cabin.

PAWS OF PINEWOOD   5B
Midtown Animal Clinic shares simple steps to  
help pets handle fireworks, cookouts, heat,  
and holiday hazards.

Shaken & Stirred IN PINEWOOD     7B
A cool cucumber-mint cocktail for porches, 
neighbors, and June afternoons when the rake 
becomes emotional support.

Wings Over Arizona     11B
Dark-eyed Juncos bring hopping, scratching, 
nesting surprises, and seasonal personality to 
Northern Arizona yards.

Community Calendar

AA Meetings - Feel Better!
Munds Park Community Church

Every Monday, 6 pm
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

Pilates
Senior-friendly Pilates classes are held weekly

Mondays: 10 to 11 a.m.
Wednesdays: 11 a.m. to noon

Munds Park Community Church 
17670 S. Munds Ranch Rd

For details, contact Chris Woolley at: 
760-688-6452 or ChrisWoolley06@gmail.com

Munds Park Community 
Church Services

Services Sunday, 9:00 am & 10:45 am
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

Munds Park Town Hall
All residents are encouraged to attend. 

Stay informed. Your presence 
and participation is essential!
Thursday, September 17, 2026
6:30 pm • The New Fire House

Pinewood Fire Department 
Auxiliary meeting

The Community is Welcome!
Tuesday, July 7

6:30 pm • 17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

Pinewood Fire 
District Board Meeting

Public Welcome
Tuesday, July 21

3 pm • 18075 Fairway Dr

Pinewood Sanitary District 
Board Meeting

Public Welcome
Thursday, July 9

3 pm • 18075 Fairway Dr



Helping to protect you and your community from wildfire.
Wildfires are a growing challenge across the country, and it’s important to be prepared. If we need 
to shut off power for safety, you can stay informed by receiving email and text alerts. Sign in to your 
aps.com account now to be sure your contact information is current. For your safety, please consider 
keeping grass, weeds, trees and shrubs trimmed, get emergency alerts through local resources, and 
visit ein.az.gov to create an emergency preparedness plan.

To prepare and help prevent wildfires in Arizona, our crews:

• Maintain more than 38,000 miles of power lines.

• Create defensible space by reducing vegetation around equipment poles and inside substations.

•  Implement a targeted Public Safety Power Shutoff program to be used only in certain high-risk  
fire conditions.

During high-risk conditions, we take extra steps to reduce the risk of wildfires. This can include taking 
power lines out of service so first responders can enter the area safely. We may need to take extra  
time to inspect lines to ensure they are not damaged before restoring power.

Thank you in advance for your patience as we work to help protect first responders, communities, 
wildlife, the environment and property.

To stay safe and informed during wildfire season,  
visit aps.com/wildfire.
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COCONINO COUNTY SETS PROPERTY 
TAX HEARING FOR JUNE 23

Coconino County will hold a Truth in Taxation hearing on Tuesday, 
June 23, at 6 p.m. in Flagstaff to explain proposed property tax 
collections for the upcoming fiscal year.
The hearing will take place during the Board of Supervisors meeting in 
the Board Chambers at 219 E. Cherry Ave.
The county’s primary property tax rate is proposed to decrease from 
$0.4830 per $100 of assessed valuation to $0.4780. However, the 
county is still required to notify taxpayers that it expects to collect 
more in property taxes than last year.
That can happen when taxable property values rise. In plain English, 
the rate may be lower, but it is being applied to a larger amount.
The primary property tax supports the County General Fund, which 
pays for services such as the Sheriff’s Office, emergency response, 
criminal justice and county parks.
The county also levies secondary taxes for the Public Health Services 
District, Flood Control District and Library District. Those rates are 
proposed to remain the same. Any increase in collections for those 
districts would also come from higher taxable property values, not 
higher tax rates.
The county noted that market value and taxable value are not the 
same. As one example, a property with a Zillow market value estimate 
of $649,000 had a Limited Property Value of $311,096 and a taxable 
assessed value of $31,110. Under the proposed rate, the Coconino 
County primary property tax for that example would be $148.71, 
compared to $145.78 without the noticed tax increase. That is an 
annual increase of $2.92 in county primary property taxes.
Property owners can find Notice of Value information at coconino.
az.gov/Assessor by selecting “Copies of Valuation Notices.”
The county also reminded taxpayers that it collects property taxes for 
other taxing districts, including school districts, cities and towns, fire 
districts and the community college. Coconino County does not keep 
taxes collected on behalf of other jurisdictions.
For more information on the county budget, visit coconino.az.gov or 
email budget@coconino.az.gov.
Source: Coconino County

SHERIFF’S OFFICE WARNS PUBLIC 
AFTER TRAIN BURGLARY

The Coconino County Sheriff’s Office is reminding residents not to 
approach suspicious activity after a train burglary investigation 
near Meteor Crater led to two arrests and the recovery of more than 
$500,000 in stolen property.
According to the Sheriff’s Office, detectives and federal agents were 
conducting an ongoing cargo theft investigation involving BNSF 
Railway when they received a report of a train burglary in progress  
on May 29.
BNSF personnel reported several people removing merchandise from 
a stopped train and loading it into two vehicles parked alongside the 
tracks. Detectives later stopped one of the vehicles, a van, and  
arrested two people.
Deputies in the Williams Patrol District later found a box truck 
matching the description given by BNSF conductors traveling 
westbound on Interstate 40. When deputies tried to stop the truck, the 
driver did not yield. The vehicle later crashed, and two unidentified 
male suspects ran from the scene. They were not found.
The Sheriff’s Office said more than $500,000 in stolen property was 
recovered, and the investigation remains ongoing.
For Munds Park residents and travelers, the reminder is simple: if 
you see suspicious activity near a stopped train, semi-truck, rail 
line or remote pullout, do not stop or confront anyone. Make note of 
the location, vehicle descriptions, license plates if it is safe to do so, 
direction of travel and any other details, then call law enforcement.
Anyone with information related to this case or other train burglary 
cases is encouraged to contact the Coconino County Sheriff’s Office.
Source: Coconino County Sheriff’s Office

...Continued on page 9A

LOT FOR SALE!
870 Raindeer Drive

TEXT Charles Zeman for details

(602) 586-7108
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... Continued from page 7A

PINEWOOD SANITARY DISTRICT  
SEWER UPGRADES MOVE FORWARD.

Pinewood Sanitary District (PSD) is continuing to advance Phase 2 of 
its multi-phase sewer system upgrade project through a competitive 
bidding process designed to attract qualified contractors. The process 
ensures that experienced firms have the opportunity to participate while 
helping PSD secure efficient and cost-effective solutions for ongoing 
improvements to the community’s wastewater collection system.
To support these large-scale infrastructure upgrades, PSD has obtained 
financing through the Water Infrastructure Finance Authority of 
Arizona (WIFA). This funding is considered essential to completing the 
necessary improvements while allowing the District to manage costs 
responsibly over time.
As part of the financing plan, customers began seeing a new WIFA fee 
on their monthly sewer bills starting April 1, 2026. According to PSD, 
this fee is dedicated specifically to repaying the loan used to fund the 
critical system upgrades. The District emphasized that this approach 
allows improvements to move forward without placing a significant 
one-time financial burden on ratepayers.
The WIFA fee is expected to increase incrementally as project funds are 
drawn and construction progresses. As a result, customers may notice 
fluctuations in future bills. This phased funding approach is a way to 
spread costs over time while maintaining affordability for residents.
To help customers manage payments, PSD continues to offer its free 
SurePay Program, which provides automatic monthly billing. The 
program is designed to reduce missed payments and simplify account 
management. Residents interested in enrolling can call 928-286-9166 
or visit the District’s website to download an application.
In addition, PSD announced that beginning July 1, 2026, it will 
transition to a new credit card payment processor, GovPros. Customers 
paying online will still follow the same process by visiting www.
PinewoodSanitary.com and selecting the “Pay Your Bill” option, which 
will direct them to the new payment system. However, District staff 
advises customers to review the updated terms and fee structure, as it 
will differ from the previous processor.
These combined efforts—ongoing infrastructure investment, structured 
financing, and updated payment systems—are part of a broader 
commitment to improving customer service and service reliability while 
maintaining transparency and financial stability for the community.

SCREWWORM CASES PROMPT PET 
TRAVEL WARNING

Midtown Animal Clinic in Flagstaff is urging pet owners to watch for 
signs of New World screwworm after confirmed cases were reported in 
Texas and New Mexico, including at least one involving a dog.
New World screwworm is a parasitic fly whose larvae can infest open 
wounds in warm-blooded animals. It can affect livestock, wildlife, pets 
and, in rare cases, people.
Warning signs in pets include an open wound that does not heal, visible 
eggs or small larvae, a foul odor from a wound, unusual restlessness, 
pain, lethargy, or scratching and pawing at one area of the body.
The clinic stressed that pet owners should not panic. New World 
screwworm is treatable when caught early, and not every wound is 
screwworm. Local pets are also being seen for foxtail-related wounds 
this time of year, especially in the feet. Still, any open wound that 
looks unusual, smells bad or does not heal should be checked by a 
veterinarian.
Pet owners can reduce risk by keeping wounds clean and dry, checking 
pets regularly after outdoor time and keeping animals on regular 
parasite prevention. Midtown Animal Clinic noted that products such 
as NexGard, Credelio Quattro and Simparica may help protect against 
parasites that can create skin wounds.
Travel is another concern. As of June 8, travel with dogs to Mexico is 
not permitted until further notice because of New World screwworm 
concerns. Mexico has halted imports of pet dogs from U.S. states, and 
the USDA has suspended exports and posted requirements for dogs 
returning to the United States from Mexico, including inspection and 
certification that the dog is free from screwworm.
Pet owners planning travel to or through Mexico should contact their 
veterinarian before leaving, consider alternatives such as local boarding 
(Cinder Hills Kennels, Wags & Whiskers, or Kingsmark Kennels), and 
check current USDA guidance, as rules may change.
For questions, Midtown Animal Clinic can be reached at info@midtown.
vet or 928-440-4020.
Sources: Midtown Animal Clinic; USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

...Continued on page 11A
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GET YOUR TAIL WAGGING WITH A 
COFFEE FROM KOTA’S!

Proudly pouring locally roasted 
Firecreek Coffee & Espresso

Specialty teas, plus Chai & Matcha Lattes

Pastries Baked Fresh in house Daily

Biff’s Bagels from our friends in Flagstaff  
The Famous Kota’s Breakfast Sandwich

...plus more breakfast favorites

Lunch Sandwiches, Melts, & Paninis

SERVING

EVERY DAY! 7am-2pm

(928) 286-2331
17680 S. Munds Ranch Rd. 

Munds Park, AZ 86017

We have a dog-friendly patio!

PROUD CHRIS KLUG FOUNDATION PARTNER RAISING ORGAN DONATION AWARENESS

WHEN CABINS BECOME FAMILY LEGACIES, 
TRUST IS EVERYTHING.

We build, remodel, and repair homes across Northern Arizona 
with the kind of honesty you can hear in the fi rst handshake. 
Clear communication. Clean jobsites. Solid craftsmanship. 

New Construction | Remodeling | Repairs

Call (928) 814-2066
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC #302711  Veri� ed

LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS
... Continued from page 9A

DEMOCRACY NEEDS NEIGHBORS
Election Workers Wanted
Just in case you want a little extra cash for Bunco or poker night, or just 
because it might actually be interesting, Coconino County is looking for 
people to work the election polls.
Poll workers help keep Election Day running smoothly. They assist 
voters, help with check-in, answer basic questions, and support the 
election process at local polling places. Training is provided, and the 
work is temporary and paid.
It is also a good way to serve the community, meet a few neighbors, and 
see how the process works from the inside.

2026 Election Dates to Know
Primary Election
	� Registration deadline: June 22, 2026
	� Early voting begins and early ballots are mailed: June 24, 2026
	� Last day to request an early ballot by mail: July 10, 2026
	� Last day to vote early in person: July 17, 2026
	� Election Day: July 21, 2026

General Election
	� Registration deadline: October 5, 2026
	� Early voting begins and early ballots are mailed: October 7, 2026
	� Election Day: November 3, 2026

For more information about working the polls, visit the Coconino 
County Elections Department and look for “Work Elections.”

WOODY’S PROGRESS REPORT
We have an urgent update: The door is open.

Yes, after the last shocking revelation that someone 
was inside cleaning the place out, this week’s major 

development is that they have apparently stopped 
bothering to close the door behind them. The gas station that has been 
dead since 2013 has now entered its basic airflow phase.
We are not reporting construction. We are reporting that the building 
has moved from “sealed like a government file” to “slightly less sealed.”
Historians may someday mark this as the beginning of the Great Door 
Opening Era.
Stay tuned. Next issue we may be able to report that someone turned 
on a light, moved a trash bag, or stopped treating the place like a  
crime scene.
Until next time. 



EVERY MONDAY!
BINGO AT THE 
COUNTRY CLUB
Bingo at the Pinewood Country 
Club! This event is open to 
everyone—no membership 

required. Come enjoy a fun night with neighbors!
Time: 6 p.m., every Monday
Location: Pinewood Country Club

THINGS
TO DO 

& SEE!
Sponsored by

LIBERTY PLUMBING

SATURDAY, JULY 11
GOOD TRAILS NEED 
GOOD NEIGHBORS
Help the Munds Park Trail Stewards 
with a morning of trail work on 
the Pinewood 240 Trail. Volunteers 

work at their own pace, and water and trail equipment 
will be provided. Please wear long pants, sturdy shoes, 
and clothing suited for the weather. A free lunch will be 
served after the work is finished.
Time: Meet at 8:15 a.m.; trail work ends around noon
Location: Pinewood 240 Trailhead
RSVP: By July 3 at mundstrailstewards@hotmail.com
Details: mundsparktrailstewards.com

FRESH PRODUCE & LIVE MUSIC!
Your weekends just got fresher— 

join us for farm-fresh produce & more every 
Saturday at 17777 S Munds Ranch Rd!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
PINEWOOD COUNTRY 
CLUB CRAFT FAIR
Pinewood Country Club is 
hosting a Labor Day Craft Fair and 
inviting local vendors to show 
off their handmade goods to the 
community. All are welcome, and 

vendor spaces are available.
Time: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: Pinewood Country Club
Contact: Daniella Zamora, 928-233-8271, 
dzamora@pinewoodcountryclubaz.com

PINEWOOD PLAYERS
Pinewood Players Playhouse 
is keeping the stage busy this 
summer. See page 9B before the 
curtain goes up.

THROUGH THE SUMMER SEASON
YOGA IN THE PARK
Join Christy Shaft, PT and 
Certified Yoga Instructor, for 
accessible yoga classes designed 
to support strength, balance, 
flexibility, and ease.

Yoga in the Park offers weekly Chair Yoga and |Mat 
Flow Yoga classes.
Fridays: Chair Yoga, 9-9:45 a.m.; Mat Flow Yoga, 
10-11 a.m.
Saturdays: Mat Flow Yoga, 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Mondays: Chair Yoga, 9-9:45 a.m.; Mat Flow Yoga, 
10-11 a.m.
All classes are open to community and visitors.
Location: Munds Park RV Resort
Admission: $15 per class
Details: Facebook: Yoga in the Park

EVERY SATURDAY
KARAOKE AT 
PINEWOOD BAR 
& GRILL
Nothing says small-town Saturday 
night quite like friends, a good 
song, and someone brave enough 
to take the mic. Join DJ Ruben for 

karaoke every Saturday at Pinewood Bar & Grill.
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: 65 Pinewood Blvd

MUNDS PARK

SATURDAY, JUNE 27
COMMUNITY  
SAFETY DAY
Pinewood Fire Department is 
hosting Community Safety Day to 
help neighbors feel a little more 
prepared and a lot more connected. 

Stop by to meet the department, learn helpful safety 
tips, ask questions, and gather information for keeping 
your home, family, and community safer this season.
Time: 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Location: Pinewood Fire Department

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
PINEWOOD FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 
AUXILIARY GOLF 
TOURNAMENT
The Pinewood Fire Department 
Auxiliary Golf Tournament returns 

to Pinewood Country Club for a 4-person scramble 
open to members and non-members. All money raised 
supports the Pinewood Fire Department and the 
citizens of Munds Park.
Location: Pinewood Country Club
Admission: $185 per player
Deadline to Enter: September 21, 2026
Contact: Cheri Schultz, 310-686-5168,  
PFDA.pres@gmail.com

PIN
EWOOD

AUXILIARY

SATURDAY, JULY 4
FAIRLANE PALOOZA
Celebrate the July 4th weekend 
with Fairlane Palooza, featuring 
feel-good music from Comin’ 
Home, plus games, prizes, and free 

music under the stars. Bring your own chair, your own 
beverages, and settle in for an easy outdoor evening 
with neighbors.
Time: 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Location: 245 Fairlane Rd., Munds Park
Admission: FREE
Details: BYOB and chair encouraged

BEYOND THE PARK

FOR THOSE WHO LOVE TO READ
Bookmobile Stop at Pinewood Country Club Clubhouse
Date: Wed, July 8, 2026 from 10:45 AM – 12:15 PM
Location: Pinewood Country Club Clubhouse

EVERY FRIDAY!
BARN DANCE
Kick off the weekend with live music, 
dancing, and a farm-night crowd 
that knows how to have a good 
time. Dinner is available if you want 
to make a full evening of it.
Time: 6– 10 p.m.

Location: Mortimer Farms 
12907 E. State Route 169, Dewey
Details: mortimerfarmsaz.com
Admission: See website for dinner and ticket details

FRIDAY, JUNE 26
PAINT & SIP AT 
WINE TASTING & MORE
Enjoy a creative evening at Wine 
Tasting and More’s Paint & Sip 
event. Bring your inner artist!
Time: 5 p.m.
Location: Wine Tasting and More, 

17730 S. Munds Ranch Rd., Munds Park
Details: www.winetastingandmore.com



FREEFREE
SAFETY
INSPECTIONS

We are finding an alarming 
amount of safety violations 

in Munds Park. Be sure 
your home is protected 

and schedule a free 
inspection with Liberty 

Plumbing today.

WATER HEATER

$1000FF

STOP WASTE VALVES

$500FF

(928) 851 - 7773
Contact us:

www.libertyplumbingaz.com

MONDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 29-JULY 5
WORLD’S OLDEST 
RODEO
Prescott’s signature summer 
traditions returns for a full week of 
rodeo action, western spirit, and 
holiday-week crowds. Gates open 

two hours before each performance, so there is time to 
grab food, shop, and settle in before the fun starts.
Time: Check website for times.
Location: Prescott Rodeo Grounds 
840 Rodeo Dr., Prescott
Details: worldsoldestrodeo.com
Admission: See website for details.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, JUNE 20–21
PRESCOTT BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL

Bring a chair or blanket and settle 
in for a free weekend of bluegrass 
in downtown Prescott. Enjoy live 
bands, an evening concert Saturday 
night, jamming around the plaza, 

food tents, vendors, and raffles. Time: Sat. 11 a.m. - 9 
p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Goodwin Street, Downtown Prescott
Details: prescott.org
Admission: FREE

Learn More 
www.HighMountainTrailRides.com

(928) 354-2359
1991 South Mormon Lake Rd 

Mormon Lake, 86038

Located 40 minutes from Munds Park, just off Forest Rd
240 near Mormon Lake, an easy scenic drive!

Horseback Riding Adventures
SEASON OPENING! 

MAY 15, 2026

You’re just one   
horseback ride away 

 from a great day! Equal Opportunity Provider and Permittee of the U.S. Forest Service  
in the Coconino National Forest, Flagstaff Ranger District

 AZ High Mountain
Trail Rides at

 Mormon Lake

  

FRIDAY-MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4-7
COCONINO  
COUNTY FAIR
The Coconino County Fair returns 
to Fort Tuthill County Park over 
Labor Day weekend with exhibits, 
entertainment, carnival fun, food, 

animals, and plenty of fair favorites for the whole family.
Time: See website for details
Location: Fort Tuthill County Park, Flagstaff
Details: coconinocountyfair.com
Admission: See website for details

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 27-28
JEROME MUSIC & ARTS 
FESTIVAL
Spend the weekend in Jerome with 
live music, art, food trucks, raffles, 
a pop-up market, kids’ activities, 
shops, restaurants, and plenty to 

explore around town. Live performances will be held at 
several venues throughout Jerome.
Time: See website for details
Location: Main Street and venues throughout Jerome
Details: jeromechamber.com
Admission: FREE

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 27-28
ARIZONA 
COWPUNCHERS’ 
REUNION RODEO
The Arizona Cowpunchers’ Reunion 
Rodeo brings working ranch 
cowboys and ranching families 

together for a true Western rodeo weekend in Williams. 
Events include wild horse race, wild cow milking, 
cowboy bronc riding, steer riding, roping events,  
and more.
Time: 1 p.m. daily
Location: Williams Rodeo Grounds, Williams
Details: azcowpunchers.com
Admission: See website for details

MONDAY, JUNE 29
STRAWBERRY MOON 
OPEN AIR CONCERT
Celebrate the Strawberry Moon 
at Buffalo Park with an open-air 
evening of classical piano, cultural 
astronomy, lunar storytelling, and 

guided telescope viewing. The event is part of Flagstaff 
Dark Skies Coalition’s Full Moon Summer Concert 
Series, honoring Flagstaff’s deep connection to the 
night sky.
Time: Seating begins at 7 p.m.; concert and cultural 
astronomy at 7:30 p.m.; guided stargazing 8:30-10 p.m.
Location: Buffalo Park, 2400 N. Gemini Rd., Flagstaff
Details: flagstaffdarkskies.org
Admission: Free



PROUD TO LIVE IN AND SUPPORT
MUNDS PARK

Call for a home insurance quote today!

HOME   |   AUTO   |   LIFE   |   BUSINESS   |   FARM & RANCH

Geoffrey Weiss, Agent
Geoffrey D Gross Agency Inc
ggross@amfam.com
(480) 820-0077

American Family Mutual Insurance Company S.I. & its Operating Companies, Life Insurance underwritten by
American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783

©2022 21178 – Rev. 10/24 – 27966433-MOD
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HOME MADE & WONDERFUL

SIDES, SALADS & A SWEET FOURTH

Lorraine De La Cruz Realtor®
Munds Park Resident

602-295-5827 or 928-487-0744
lorraine@delacruzsells.com

www.lorrainedelacruz.realtyonegrouparizona.com

I’m here to help from start to finish and long after closing.

When it comes to buying or selling in Munds Park, 
there’s comfort in working with someone

who already calls it home.

Local help is just minutes away. Call today.

The best Fourth of July food is not always the food coming off the grill.
Yes, the burgers get attention. The hot dogs have their loyal following.
But the picnic table tells the real story.
For the issue before the Fourth of July, here are three party favorites 
worth bringing along. One is fresh, one is colorful and one is proudly 
old-fashioned. Together, they make a summer table feel like a 
celebration before the festivities even begin.

Cowboy Caviar
Adapted from Allrecipes’ “Ultimate Cowboy Caviar” 

	� Makes: 14 servings
	� Yield: 7 cups
	� Prep time: 30 minutes
	� Chill time: 2 hours
	� Total time: 2 hours 30 minutes

Ingredients
Dressing

	- ⅓ cup avocado oil or other vegetable oil
	- ⅓ cup seasoned rice vinegar
	- Juice of 1 lime

	- 3 cloves garlic, minced
	- ¼ teaspoon garlic powder
	- 1 teaspoon salt, or to taste
	- 1 teaspoon white sugar
	- 1¼ teaspoons ground cumin
	- 1 teaspoon smoked paprika
	- ½ teaspoon chipotle pepper, or to taste

Caviar
	- ⅔ cup finely diced red onion
	- 1½ cups diced fresh bell peppers
	- ⅓ cup diced jarred roasted red peppers
	- ⅓ cup diced pickled jalapeño peppers, or other pickled peppers
	- 1 15-ounce can black beans, drained and rinsed
	- 1 15-ounce can black-eyed peas, drained and rinsed
	- 2 cups frozen corn
	- 1 cup diced fresh tomato
	- ½ cup chopped fresh cilantro
	- Scoop-style tortilla chips, for serving

Cowboy Caviar Watermelon Feta Mint Salad Strawberry Pretzel Salad

... Continued on page 16A
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Directions
1.	 Whisk avocado oil, rice vinegar, lime juice, minced garlic, garlic 

powder, salt, sugar, cumin, smoked paprika and chipotle pepper 
together in a large bowl. Set aside.

2.	 Rinse diced onion well under cold water. Drain well.
3.	 Add bell peppers, roasted red peppers, pickled jalapeños, black 

beans, black-eyed peas, corn and tomato to the bowl of dressing. 
Add red onion and stir well.

4.	 Cover and refrigerate for 2 to 12 hours, tossing occasionally.
5.	 Before serving, stir in cilantro. Season to taste with salt. Serve with 

tortilla chips.

Watermelon Feta Mint Salad
Adapted from The Mediterranean Dish’s “Watermelon Salad with  
Feta, Cucumber, and Mint.”

	� Makes: 8 servings
	� Prep time: 15 minutes
	� Total time: 15 minutes

Ingredients
Honey-Lime Dressing

	- 2 tablespoons honey
	- 2 tablespoons lime juice
	- 1 to 2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
	- Pinch of salt

Salad
	- ½ watermelon cut into cubes
	- 1 English or hot house cucumber, cubed, about 2 cupfuls
	- 15 fresh mint leaves, chopped
	- 15 fresh basil leaves, chopped
	- ½ cup crumbled feta cheese, or more to taste

Directions
1.	 In a small bowl, whisk together the honey, lime juice, olive oil and 

salt. Set aside.
2.	 In a large bowl or serving platter with sides, combine the 

watermelon, cucumber, mint and basil.
3.	 Pour the dressing over the salad and gently toss. Top with feta and 

serve right away.

Strawberry Pretzel Salad
Adapted from Allrecipes’ “Strawberry Pretzel Salad.”

	� Makes: 12 servings
	� Prep time: 20 minutes
	� Bake time: 8 to 10 minutes
	� Chill time: At least 2 hours

Ingredients
	- 2 cups crushed pretzels
	- ¾ cup butter, melted
	- 3 tablespoons white sugar
	- 1 8-ounce package cream cheese, softened

	- 1 cup white sugar
	- 1 8-ounce container frozen whipped topping, thawed
	- 2 3-ounce packages strawberry-flavored Jell-O
	- 2 cups boiling water
	- 2 10-ounce packages frozen strawberries

Directions
1.	 Heat oven to 400 degrees.
2.	 Stir crushed pretzels, melted butter and 3 tablespoons sugar 

together until well combined. Press into the bottom of a 9-by-13-
inch baking dish.

3.	 Bake 8 to 10 minutes, until set. Set aside to cool.
4.	 Place cream cheese and 1 cup sugar in a large bowl. Beat with an 

electric mixer until smooth. Fold in whipped topping. Spread over 
the cooled pretzel crust.

5.	 Dissolve gelatin in boiling water. Stir in the still-frozen strawberries 
and let sit for a few minutes, until the mixture is slightly thickened.

6.	 Spoon and spread the strawberry mixture over the cream cheese 
layer. Refrigerate until set, at least 2 hours.

7.	 Cut into squares and serve chilled.

A Table Worth Gathering Around
That is the beauty of summer food. It does not have to be complicated 
to feel special. A bowl of something fresh, a dish of something colorful 
and one old-fashioned dessert can do more for a BBQ table than all the 
fussy garnishes in the world.
Let the grill master have the smoke and the tongs. The rest of us know 
where the good stuff is hiding.

HOMEMADE & WONDERFUL
... Continued from page 15A
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Mountain  Dreams Realty 
www.mountaindreamsrealty.com 
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 17280 S Big Sky Dr - $632,000 
Perfect Family Retreat 

2,067 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 4 Baths 
  Great Room, Vaulted Ceiling 

Granite, Stainless Steel Appliances 
Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 

307 E. Foxboro Rd - $325,000 
OWNER WILL CARRY 

Foxboro Ranch Estates! 
Bordering the National Forest 

1.99 Acre Lot 
OWNER AGENT  

Call Rob Moore (602) 697-7000 
Or Bruce Moore (928)853-2811   

 17075 S. Grizzly Ridge- $425,000 
Quiet Cul-de-Sac / Close to Forest   

Manufactured, 1,404 SqFt, 3 bed, 2 bath  
Vaulted Ceiling, Great room, Gas 

Fireplace, Stainless Appliances  
 Call Sharon Treat (602)717-4414 

 17840 S Highland Pl - $530,000 
Spectacular Panoramic Views 

A-Frame Cabin, 10,248 SqFt Lot 
1,528 SqFt, 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath 

Being Sold “As-Is” 
Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 

Reduced! 

 145 W. NAVAJO RD - $2,500,000 
Mountain Living in a Luxury Estate 

This Gated Extraordinary Home 
Radiates Sophistication & Excellence 

2,945 SqFt on 40,946 SqFt Lot 
Call  

Elizabeth Hausman (623)570-3076 

 255 E. Oak Dr - $365,500 
 Completely Remodeled Top to 

Bottom, Inside and Out 
All New Appliances, Open Floor Plan 

1152 SqFt,  2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
Covered  Deck, Large Work Shop 

Call Pat Moore (928)853-4529  

 17755 S. Iron Springs Road  
Rare 6,000 SqFt Lot  

in Munds Park - $205,000  
Close Walking Distance to  
National Forest Trailhead 

Call Pat Moore (928)853-4529  

 17625 S Stallion Dr. - $599,000 
Animal Hill Dream Retreat 
1,053 SqFt on 7,011 SqFt Lot 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms 
Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 
or Beth Hausman 623-570-3076  

 19 E Desert Hills Dr. $1,449,995 
3,274 SqFt Custom Home on 1+ acre lot. 

Great Room with 12ft ceilings 
Wet Bar. 1,241sf, 31ft deep 4 car Garage  

Owner Agent & Owner Will Carry 
Call Bruce Moore (928)853-2811 

or Rob Moore (602) 697-7000 

 1350 E Thunderbird Tr - $739,000 
Large Chalet on Animal Hill 

1,866 SqFt, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
Great Room, Vaulted T&G Ceiling 
Fireplace, Family Rm over Garage 

Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 

 405 E Cedar Wood Dr $444,900 
Brand-New - Never Lived In 

1,760 SqFt, 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
Large living Rm, Vaulted Ceiling 

Large Covered Deck 
Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 

 17375 Crystal Brook Pl $192,000 
Hidden Gem—Vacant Lot 

End of Cul-de-Sac 
10,500 SqFt,  

Long Driveway / Treed & Level 
Call Bob Joncas (928)853-8542 
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BADGE & BALLOT

A TRUE ARIZONA SAGA OF FRANCES & JOHN MUNDS
And They Wore Black Again

PART IV

Mary Grace Vineyard Willard
Photo from Ancestry.com

... Continued on page 20A

Some Arizona stories ought to be better 
known than they are. This is one of them.
By the fall of 1878, Frances Willard was 
still Fannie to the people who loved her 
first. She was twelve years old, small 
for her age, quick in the mind, fearless 
on a horse, and still carrying the wish 
she had made as a child: to go away to 
school and get a good education. Her 
father, Joel Willard, had moved the family 
to Pine Valley, Nevada, after selling the 
old California ranch, hoping that water 
rights, open range, and hard work would 
build a lasting future. Her mother, Mary 
Grace Willard, was the steady heart of 
the household, the woman who had once 
fought six long months to keep premature 
little Fannie alive.
For readers just joining the story, this 
was Frances before Arizona, before John 
Munds, before suffrage, before public office, 
and before her name belonged to history. 
She was still a ranch girl in Nevada, one of 
Mary and Joel Willard’s children, raised 
among cattle, cold winters, long rides to 
school, and a family that prized education 
as much as endurance. The Willards were 
not strangers to risk. They had crossed 
plains, built ranches, buried kin, and 
begun again more than once. But the season ahead would test them in 
a way that land, weather, and work had not.
Pine Valley was beautiful, but it had not been kind to Joel. The valley 
had water, grass, and promise, but the winters were punishing. Snow 
fell deep across the range, cattle had to be fed through the worst of it, 
and older animals were lost despite all the family’s efforts to save them. 
Firewood came from far up in the hills and had to be hauled home. 
Feed was grown, stored, stretched, and guarded against the long cold 
months. Joel had come from strong pioneer stock, the son of Alexander 
Hamilton Willard of Lewis and Clark fame, and he knew how to 
measure land, build a ranch, and make a living where softer men would 
have turned back. Still, year after year, the cold worked on him.
By the fall of 1878, Joel finally decided the family needed a warmer 
climate. Arizona became the next hope. It was not a small decision. A 
ranch family could not simply pack a trunk and go. Their wealth, their 
work, and their future moved on four legs. The cattle and horses had 
to be gathered, driven, protected, watered, and pushed across country 
that could punish a mistake. Joel’s older sons, Ninian, Charlie, and 
Dolph, rounded up the large herd with hired cowboys. The drovers 
rode horseback. Joel, already seriously ill, traveled in one of the 
covered wagons with a driver. His youngest son, ten-year-old Alex, 
went with him as his constant companion.
Mary stayed behind at the Pine Valley ranch with Mac, Jim, Frances, 
and little Mabel, who had been born the summer before. Joel’s wagon 
and the older boys were headed south with the cattle, while Mary kept 

the home place going in Nevada. It was 
the kind of separation pioneer families 
understood too well: the men and stock 
somewhere far along the trail, the women 
and younger children at home, everyone 
waiting for news and hoping they would 
soon be reunited.
Mabel was barely more than a year old, 
still young enough to be carried from 
room to room, watched over during chores, 
and passed from one watchful eye to 
another. The Willards had already buried 
two infant daughters, Gracie and Marion,  
and the memory of those losses lived 
quietly in the house. But not long after Joel 
left for Arizona, Mabel became ill with 
whooping cough.
There was nothing simple about sickness 
in those days. A cough was not just a 
cough. A fever was not something a  
mother could meet with a quick drive 
to town, a prescription, and a worried 
night under electric light. Illness came 
into a pioneer home like weather, and 
once it entered, the whole household bent 
around it. Mary had once saved Frances 
through constant and special care when 
no incubator existed for premature babies. 
She knew how to keep vigil. She knew 

how to rock, watch, pray, and refuse to give up. But this time, all her 
attention could not change the ending.
Mabel died November 7, 1878.
Nellie, Frances’ older sister, came home from California. Mary and 
her two daughters dressed in black for the funeral and for some time 
afterward. Mabel was buried beside two infant sisters, Gracie and 
Marion, whom Mary and Joel had lost at birth. Three little girls were 
now gathered together in the family’s sorrow, each a reminder that 
pioneer families did not fight only the land. They fought the terrible 
uncertainty of life.
Mary had buried her third child, and far to the south, Joel’s party 
pushed on toward Arizona. The drive was slow and hard on men and 
animals. Joel was already weak, riding in the covered wagon while 
the older boys and hired cowboys worked the herd. At the Virgin and 
Colorado River crossings, everything became more dangerous. The 
wagons and teams had to be ferried across with their passengers, while 
the drovers took to the water on horseback, riding ahead of the cattle 
and behind them, calling, turning, and pressing the frightened animals 
through the current.
The river did not give them easy passage. Cattle bawled and fought the 
water. Horses lunged for footing. Men shouted over the noise, trying 
to keep the herd together before panic scattered it. Some of the cattle 
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BADGE & BALLOT
...Continued from page 19A

drowned in the Colorado, and one of Joel’s favorite horses was lost 
there too. For a ranchman, that kind of loss was not small. A good 
horse carried a man, worked his stock, and stood between him and real 
trouble. Losing one in the river was one more hardship on an already 
difficult journey.
During those long, punishing river crossings, Joel caught a severe cold. 
In that country, with miles still ahead and no real shelter, a cold could 
turn dangerous quickly. By the time the party reached Dolan Springs 
in the Cerbat Mountains near Kingman, Arizona, the illness had 
deepened into pneumonia. On January 27, 1879, Joel Willard died on 
the trail.
Joel’s sons buried him at Dolan Springs, far from Mary and the 
children back in Nevada. They built his coffin from what they had, set 
a strong wooden marker at the head of the grave, and raised a rock 
wall around it. That was what love could do under the circumstances. A 
marked grave. A protected place. Stones gathered by hand. Sons doing 
their best for the father who had led them across so much country.
Pioneer life left little room for grief because the living still had to 
survive. The herd represented the family’s future, and a future on the 
hoof could not be left standing in the desert. Joel’s sons pushed on to 
the Baker Ranch at Perkinsville, left their wagons there, and drove the 
stock down toward the Verde River to Baker’s Pass, about ten miles 
from Cottonwood. There they camped for several months, resting and 
grazing the animals before moving down the Verde and settling on a 
ranch across the river from what is now Clarkdale in June 1879.
Back in Pine Valley, Mary learned that Joel was dead.
Only weeks earlier, she had buried her little girl. Now, the husband 
who had left in search of a better future would not be coming home. 
Joel had been the one who planned the move, led the ranch work, and 
carried the weight of the family’s next beginning. His death did not 
leave Mary with grief alone. It left her with children to raise, hard 
decisions to make, and a future that had suddenly become hers to carry.
For a moment, the blow nearly took her down. Then Mary did what 
women did in those difficult pioneer days. She got up. She gathered 
what strength she had left and faced the fact that she would have to 
guide her family alone.
Mary now stood alone, the family’s hopes divided between the Nevada 
homeplace and the Arizona frontier. Mac, Jim, and Frances were still 
young, yet pioneer life left little room for weakness, even for children. 
They stepped up beside their mother, put their shoulders to the work, 
and together they carried the family forward.
Frances and Jim stayed home from school the rest of that term. Grief, 
ranch work, and an uncertain future left no room for anything else. 
But Mary would not let their education become another casualty. She 
became their teacher, making space for lessons amid the daily labor of 
ranch life. Even in mourning, she held fast to the thing Frances wanted 
most: an education.
Mary had already buried a daughter and lost a husband in the same 
terrible season. Then June brought the kind of news that could have 
broken her.
Her youngest son, Alex, only ten years old, and her oldest son, Ninian, 
twenty-three, had drowned together on June 18, 1879, at a brush-and-
rock dam being built on the upper Verde River. The brothers had been 
in a small boat above the dam when it overturned near the head of the 
structure. The current caught them, and the brush-choked water below 
left them no escape.
Ninian tried to save his little brother. He caught Alex in his arms, but 
the river took them both. Caught in the powerful undercurrent and 

tangled brush, Ninian could not break free. The water swept them to 
the foot of the dam, where both brothers drowned. When their bodies 
were recovered, Alex was still in Ninian’s arms.
The brothers were laid to rest in Cottonwood Cemetery. Nellie came 
home again and remained with the family through their sorrow, 
offering quiet comfort to her mother and the younger children. Once 
more, Mary and her daughters wore black.
After those terrible months, daily life pulled the family back into 
motion. The ranch had its own demands, and it was not sentimental 
about grief. Animals had to be fed, meals made, chores finished, and 
somehow, children had to be educated.
When school began again, Frances and Jim returned to their lessons 
riding in a two-wheeled cart pulled by a stubborn burro. After so  
many dark months, he brought a welcome bit of rough comedy to the 
dusty road.
He was useful, but he had strong opinions. The children had to handle 
him carefully with a short pole. If Frances or Jim struck him with a 
strap, or used the pole too sharply instead of giving a proper prod, the 
burro would promptly lift his hind legs and kick them right into the 
road. That surely earned a giggle and a sore backside.
Frances and Jim were in the same class, though Frances was younger. 
She advanced faster than he did, and by the end of the school term, both 
had learned all the country school could offer. Jim was ready to end his 
education and help Mac with the ranch work. Frances wanted more.
That terrible year put a hard edge on what Frances already knew. Life 
could change without warning. A father could ride away with plans for 
Arizona and never return. A mother could lose babies at birth, bury 
an infant, a husband, and two sons, and still be the person everyone 
turned to when the family had to stand.
Before Frances became a teacher, suffragist, senator, and one of 
Arizona’s remarkable women, she was a girl learning from her mother. 
She learned that women could carry sorrow without surrendering their 
authority. She learned that a family could survive because a mother 
refused to let it scatter. And she learned that love could be steady, 
practical, and fierce.
To be continued...
Editor’s Note: Badge and Ballot is a narrative retelling based on family recollections 
preserved by Sally Munds Williams, Frances Munds’ own writings as referenced 
in those recollections, and supporting historical research. While grounded in 
documented events, some scenes have been lightly shaped with descriptive detail and 
storytelling texture to bring the people and places to life for modern readers.

TOY STORAGE
Munds Ranch Toy Storage is your new spot for clean, 

secure, modern storage. Family-owned and easy to use.

 � 7 am to 7 pm access every day
 � 24/7 video surveillance
 � Indoor and outdoor units
 � Fast online booking and payment

Join the wait list or learn more at mrtstorage.com

CALL 480-244-8295  
TO RESERVE A SPACE TODAY!

17777 S Munds Ranch Rd • Munds Park, AZ 86017

COMING SOON to Munds Park!
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MADE FOR MOUNTAIN LIFE.
SOURCED BY LOCALS.

Floors that hold up to boots, pets, guests, weekends, 
pine needles, and snow tracks.

Contractor-friendly wholesale fl ooring, 
open to homeowners.

• Custom area rug program with bound-edge 
runners, ovals, and squares.

• Wool carpet selection.
• Luxury vinyl plank, 4 popular in-stock colors.
• Artifi cial turf available.

(928) 526-1341
fl agstaffwholesalefl ooring.com

FAST QUOTES. SOLID INVENTORY. HELP CHOOSING THE RIGHT FIT. SHOP LOCAL.

IN STOCK SPECIALS

Luxury vinyl plank: $2.75/sq ft

Turf: $1.99/sq ft

Carpet (2 in-stock colors) 

with pad: $2.03/SQ FT

follow us 
@fwf_2463

602-843-5572

Financing subject to approved credit. Prices subject to change without notice. Must present ad at time of sale. O� ers may not be combined. O� ers are redeemable at time of estimate only. O� ers apply to new orders only. Restrictions apply. O� ers expires 5/31/26.

Blinds & Shades FREE Installation

NO MONEY DOWN! Up to 4 years FREE financing!

“We were excited that our shades came in early. 
They turned out beautiful and Dan did a great 
job installing them! I would highly recommend 
this company!” 

— Dee P, Munds Park Resident

All Work Performed By A Munds Park Resident!
“Every single person at Rapid Blinds is amazing. We 
have used them multiple times and they nail it 100%! I’d 
recommend them to anyone who will listen. First class 
professionalism and second to none product quality. Their 
owner Dan is hands on and has awesome communication. 
If you need window coverings look no further. Love them!” 

— Drew & Casee C, Munds Park Residents

Licensed, Bonded, Insured 
ROC 168592



DREAM BIG, BORROW SMART!

FEATURED MOUNTAIN HOMES BY DEBI BRIGHT

17045 S MESCALERO DRIVE
Large lot on a quiet cul de sac. The 
manufactured on is 13 feet wide with a 
covered front porch. Extra large garage 18 
x 30 for all the toys. Lot is oversized. Only a 
short distance to the forest.

$299,000
405 E CEDAR WOOD DRIVE

Brand-new, never-lived-in home with four 
large bedrooms, private primary suite, bright 
living area with big windows, oversized 
kitchen with huge island, and a covered front 
deck with long Pintail views.

$444,900
1065 E CHALET PLACE

Quaint and affordable 16-wide manufactured 
home with a heavily treed lot, wraparound 
covered deck, putting green, gazebo, brick 
patio, gas cooking, wood-burning fireplace, 
central heat, fans throughout, rain gutters, 
and water catch.

$375,000
17010 TEAL PLACE

Backs National Forest with two large 
bedrooms plus flexible third bedroom/
office, fireplace, Arizona Room, large carport, 
storage, new carpet, two baths, fenced yard, 
private landscaping, and 1,600+ livable 
square feet.

$525,000

Debi Bright
Managing Broker / Realtor® 

928.699.7703 CELL

BrightDebi@gmail.com

39 YEARS OF MAKING YOUR  
DREAMS A REALITY

RE/MAX Pinewood
15 W Pinewood Blvd

PO Box 17218
Munds Park, AZ 86017

LOTS FOR SALE

17890 S WALAPAI ROAD 34
Great Pinewood Fairway location with 
panoramic golf views, private deck, two 
bedrooms, large loft, two baths, open 
kitchen, brick fireplace, storage, stack 
washer/dryer, and mostly furnished comfort.

$469,000

46 E OAK DR     $245,00
Over 40,000 square feet lot. Absolutely 
incredible views from the top. Heavily treed. 

17615 S MUSTANG     $275,000
One of the last remaining lots available on 
Animal Hill, well over 6800 sq ft, sloped 
toward the street and around the corner 
from the National Forest

17375 CRYSTAL BROOK     $192,000
Secluded from the road. A long driveway that 
opens to an extra large lot with beautiful oak 
trees surrounding the perimeter. 
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Let’s quit pretending this is an education 
problem. Most people know they’re supposed 
to walk facing traffic when there’s no sidewalk. 
They know. Their mother knew. Their gym 
teacher knew. Everyone above the age  
of ten knows.
They just don’t do it.
Why? Because this is Munds Park, where some 
people cross the county line and immediately 
misplace the part of their brain responsible for 
judgment. Coffee tastes better, cocktails start 
earlier, and the middle of the road suddenly 
feels like a fine place to stroll with friends, dogs, 
and children. That is vacation brain at work, and 
it does not mix well with traffic.
So, no. This article is not really for walkers.
This one is for the rest of us: the drivers, the golf 
cart pilots, and the locals gripping the steering 
wheel while a loose herd of humans wanders 
down the road like life is all about them.
You ease up behind them, waiting for the herd 
to notice there is, in fact, a road under their feet. They do not. They 
keep talking, sipping, drifting, and floating along in a dream-filled daze. 
Isn’t that tree pretty? Isn’t this nice? Isn’t that a truck? Wave!
And there they are, walking down the wrong side of the road without a 
single concern that a Ford F-150 needs more than a prayer to stop.
So, what can locals do?
First, breathe. Not because it fixes anything, but because we are trying to 
make good choices here, and you may need a moment to remember that.
Second, do not yell, “Get out of the !#!#!#! middle of the road!” out 
your window. You may feel better for three seconds, but then what? 
They either won’t hear you, will hear you and wave like you just 
complimented their backpack, or will turn around ready to argue.
And you do not know these people, and you don’t know what weird little 
emotional casserole is baking in that skull. People can go from cheerful 
to unhinged in under a minute, and nobody needs a roadside showdown.

LOCAL WISDOM

VACATION BRAIN & OTHER SUMMER ROAD HAZARDS
Third, accept the truth: Munds Park roads aren’t 
just roads. They’re multi-purpose recreational 
facilities with a thin layer of asphalt on top. 
During the summer, Munds Park roads function 
as rolling social lounges, mobile happy hours, 
neighborhood daycare centers, dog-walking parks, 
amateur bike courses, and scenic nature trails.
You will encounter neighbors chatting from car 
windows, kids learning to ride e-bikes in the 
middle of the street, dogs treating the pavement 
like their personal runway, and someone 
definitely sipping a White Claw while on the stroll 
because it’s 5 o’clock somewhere.
You will also experience full gaggle formation, 
which is when four or more people spread across 
the entire road with no apparent direction, or 
survival instinct. There may be drinks. There 
may be a wagon. There may be a dog named Sue. 
Nobody knows when they will appear. 
It is annoying. It is dangerous. It is also as much 
a part of summer here as cool breezes, ATVs 

humming, and somebody asking if the bar is open.
For the walkers, in case one of you wandered this far into the article 
by accident, here’s the rule: if there is no sidewalk, and Munds Park is 
not exactly known for its sidewalk program, walk on the left side of the 
road, facing traffic.
That way, you can see what’s coming and move over before you become 
the subject of a community Facebook post that starts with, “Does 
anyone know what happened by the clubhouse?”
For drivers and other things on wheels, your job is simple: slow down, 
expect nonsense, and do not let someone else’s lack of road sense ruin 
your day, your bumper, your insurance premium, or your good name.
So walk left. Drive kindly. Keep your kids, dogs, drinks, and guests out 
of the middle of the road.
And when you pass someone doing it wrong, and they will, take a deep 
breath, just smile, wave, and go with it. That’s the Munds Park way.

Full gaggle formation, spotted in the wild.

GET YOUR TAIL WAGGING WITH A 
COFFEE FROM KOTA’S!

Proudly pouring locally roasted  
Firecreek Coffee & Espresso

Specialty teas, plus Chai & Matcha Lattes
Pastries Baked Fresh in house Daily

Biff’s Bagels from our friends in Flagstaff  
The Famous Kota’s Breakfast Sandwich

...plus more breakfast favorites
Lunch Sandwiches, Melts, & Paninis

SERVING EVERY DAY! 7am-2pm

(928) 286-2331
17680 S. Munds Ranch Rd.  

Munds Park, AZ 86017
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NOW SERVING REFRESHING SMOOTHIES & MONSTER ENERGY MASHERS!NOW SERVING REFRESHING SMOOTHIES & MONSTER ENERGY MASHERS!
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PROTECTING YOUR HOME  
JUST GOT EASIER!
Trust us with challenging insurance needs for wildfire areas,
flood zones, aging roofs, and manufactured homes!

April Plonski
Munds Park Resident Since 1990 

(602) 922-9956 
april.plonski@goosehead.com
www.MundsParkInsurance.com

— PROUD MEMBER   —
MUNDS PARK BUSINESS ALLIANCE

70+
Insurance 
Carriers

450+
Munds Park 
Locals Helped

Local Expertise
In Munds Park &  
Northen Arizona
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TRAVEL

NOW IS THE TIME TO PLAN A FALL ESCAPE TO REIMS
BY “UNSTOPPABLE STACEY” WITTIG

If France is on your travel wish list, now may 
be the perfect time to book your ticket.
Airfares to Paris have recently dipped for fall 
travel, creating an opportunity to visit Reims, 
the capital of Champagne and one of France’s 
most rewarding destinations. Just 45 minutes 
from Paris by high-speed train, Reims 
combines world-famous sparkling wine, 
fascinating history, remarkable architecture 
and memorable food experiences.
For travelers searching for things to do 
in Reims Champagne, fall is an especially 
appealing season. Harvest activity fills 
the vineyards surrounding the city as 
growers begin gathering the grapes that 
will eventually become Champagne. The 
excitement is visible throughout the region, 
where generations of winemaking tradition 
remain very much alive.
Yet Champagne is only part of Reims’ appeal.
At the heart of the city stands Notre-Dame 
de Reims Cathedral, one of France’s greatest 
Gothic treasures and a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. Nearly every French monarch 
from the 13th century onward was crowned 
within its soaring interior. The cathedral 
also tells a remarkable American story. After 

suffering extensive damage during World 
War I, restoration efforts were supported by 
John D. Rockefeller Jr., helping preserve this 
historic landmark for future generations.
Visitors arriving this fall can still catch 
the final weeks of the Regalia Sound and 
Light Show. This free evening presentation 
transforms the cathedral’s façade into a 
dazzling display of color, music and royal 
history. Images sweep across the stone 
exterior while stories of kings, queens and 
centuries of French history unfold before  
the audience. The show continues through 
early October.
During daylight hours, guided tours 
provide deeper insight into the cathedral’s 
architecture, stained glass and royal 
significance. Whether your interests lean 
toward history, architecture or faith, Notre-
Dame de Reims deserves a place at the top of 
your itinerary.
Another reason to visit now is the opening of 
several new attractions. One of my favorite 
discoveries was Champagne Thiénot, a family-
owned Champagne house located within 
walking distance of the cathedral. The house 
recently unveiled an intriguing museum and 
stylish accommodations in the city center.Reims Cathedral rebuilt after WWI  

by American entrepreneur John D. Rockefeller



thepinewoodnews.com | JUNE 19, 2026     25A

Meet Jesse Calvin
Many of you have heard me talk about Jesse over the years, so I’m 
thrilled to � nally announce that he’s joined me as my business 
partner in real estate!

Jesse is someone who genuinely enjoys helping people navigate 
the buying and selling process. He brings a strong work ethic, great 
communication skills, and a commitment to making every transaction 
as smooth and stress-free as possible.

By joining forces, we’re able to o� er our clients even more availability, 
resources, and personalized service. Whether you’re buying, selling, or 
searching for the perfect mountain getaway, we’re here to help every 
step of the way.

Jesse shares the same values that have always guided my business—
honesty, hard work, and putting our clients � rst. I’m excited for you to 
meet him and look forward to serving our community together.

Nancy Shelton
Associate Broker

928-856-0152
NancySheltonRealtor@gmail.com

Jesse Calvin
Realtor

928-606-4628
JesseSCalvin@gmail.com

The design reflects the natural character of 
Champagne itself. White chalk-inspired tones 
and warm beech wood create a contemporary 
atmosphere that feels both elegant and welcoming. 
Families will appreciate the interactive exhibits, 
while adults can deepen their understanding of 
Champagne production through guided visits and 
tastings. The museum itself is free to visit, although 
I recommend reserving a personalized tour and 
tasting in advance.
Reims also welcomed the Hyatt Centric Reims last 
November. Located in the center of the city, the 
full-service boutique hotel makes an excellent base 
for exploring nearby attractions, restaurants and 
Champagne houses. During my stay, Room 132 
became my home away from home as I explored the 
city on foot.
Food lovers will discover that Reims delivers 
far more than Champagne. One memorable 
dinner took place at Le Jardin, the restaurant at 
prestigious Domaine Les Crayères. The service was 
polished without feeling formal. Servers seemed to 
instinctively know when to engage in conversation 
and when to step back and let guests enjoy the 
experience. When I asked whether I could meet the 
chef, I was escorted into the kitchen, where smiles 
and camaraderie proved just as impressive as the 
food.
The highlight of my visit, however, was a morning 
spent with Chef Éric Geoffroy, creator of Au Piano 
des Chefs. The name refers to the chef’s workstation, 
but the experience turned out to be much more 
than a lesson in gastronomy.
I arrived expecting a cooking class. Instead, I got a 
front-row seat to a culinary comedy show. Chef Éric 
didn’t simply teach us recipes. He entertained us 

from start to finish. We laughed our way through 
chopping, stirring and tasting while learning 
techniques from a true professional. His timing 
rivaled that of many stand-up comedians, and 
the joyful atmosphere made the experience 
unforgettable.
By lunchtime, our group gathered around the 
table to enjoy a fabulous meal created from the 
dishes we had prepared together. It was one of 
those travel experiences that reminds you why 
we explore the world in the first place—not just to 
see new places, but to connect with people.
When people ask about things to do Reims offers 
visitors, I certainly mention the Champagne 
houses, cathedral and museums. Yet it is often 
these personal experiences—a conversation with 
a chef, a shared meal or a warm welcome—that 
remain longest in memory.
With harvest season approaching, the Regalia 
light show entering its final weeks and several 
exciting new openings throughout the city, this 
fall offers an excellent reason to visit. Add in 
today’s attractive airfare prices to Paris, and the 
timing becomes even more appealing.
My advice is simple. Start watching flights now. 
Once you arrive in Paris, Reims and Champagne 
country are only a short train ride away. You’ll 
find history, hospitality, outstanding food and 
some of the world’s most celebrated wines waiting 
for you.
Known as UNSTOPPABLE Stacey, travel writer Stacey 
Wittig inspires readers to explore the world regardless 
of age, gender or whether they have a travel companion. 
Follow her adventures at UnstoppableStaceyTravel.com.

Chef Éric Geoffroy keeping it fun  
at French cooking class

Le Jardin, the restaurant at prestigious  
Domaine Les Crayères



New tires in 2024
All new coach batteries
Generator and invertor in
excellent condition
Tons of storage
Built in outdoor bar

2 0 1 7
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$46,000 OBO
24,200 miles

Contact Mark 
480-209-5067
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LOCAL INK

TIPS FOR VISITING OUR NATIONAL PARKS
BY MADJACK’S MUSINGS

National Park trips are the kind 
of adventures people dream 
about long before they pack the 
car. But the best visits usually 
do not happen by accident. They 
take planning, patience, and a 
willingness to avoid the biggest 
crowds when possible.
With that in mind, I thought I 
would offer a few tips for your 
next visit.
You may be asking, ‘What makes 
you an expert, MadJack?’ Glad 
you asked. If you happened to 
read my MadJack’s Musings 
article in the Pinewood News 
2024 Labor Day edition, I wrote 
about my quest (obsession 
really) for visiting all 63 US 
National Parks. I am proud to say that I have now conquered 38 parks 
and learned lots of dos and don’ts. Here’s some tips for your next visit:
	� Book at least one year in advance for the best selection of lodging 

and tours. This includes reserving months in advance for Timed 
Entry tickets into the most popular parks. 

	� Timing is everything for avoiding large crowds so, if possible, 
focus on the shoulder seasons of spring and fall and not summer 
and head out into the park early or later in the day.

	� Reserving rooms at the historic lodges within the parks is pricey 
but well worth it for their history and convenience. However, 
they’re often small rooms with only a queen bed and sometimes 
no TVs or internet due to their remote locations.

	� Though convenient, park tours can be a waste of time and money 
if you intend to cover the same ground in a private vehicle. Best 
value is booking a tour of areas you can’t easily access, or the 
parking is too much of a hassle due to large crowds.

	� We’ve learned that driving more than 5-6 hours in a single day 
can be draining. More relaxing to break it up with an overnight 
stop at the trip midpoint in a local motel or hotel.

	� Take the time to start up a conversation with the locals or fellow 
travelers as you learn the most fascinating things and they try to 
top you on their own travel destinations.

	� Be patient with the ‘turtle drivers’ that crawl along the park roads 
holding up traffic unnessarily. You can try to pass but it may 
be pointless due to many others ahead including the notorious 
Lookie Lou’s, tour buses and large RVs. Just chill.

	� Shoot a ton of photos but filter them to keep (and post) only the 
absolute best. Take the time to edit them as needed for color and 
cropping. Your friends and family will appreciate it, trust me.

	� Not having access to the internet, email, and texting (or even 
a radio station) can be a blessing forcing you to better enjoy 
conversation and the sights without distraction.

Thanks for reading and I hope these tips help for your next travel 
adventure to our incredible US National Parks. Now, on to #39, the 
American Samoa!
Later, MadJack.

Madjack at Rocky Mountain National Park



BOOK A TOUR! (928) 233 - 8271

Golf Course Restaurant & Bar Youth Activities

Enjoy the pleasures of Pinewood Country Club through a
membership full of activities for each member of the family.

MUNDS PARK CHARM,
MINUTES FROM FLAGSTAFF

Daniella Zamora



REALESTATE TEAM

395 E NAVAJO RD
Furnished luxury mountain retreat sits on 
1.35 acres backing forest, with golf course 
views, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, game room, 
� replace, 3-car garage, covered parking and 
RV parking.

$1,390,000

Call Rick & Ginger Today!

480-757-3429
www.WildElkRealestate.com 

WELCOME TO MODERN DAY REAL ESTATE

LIST YOUR HOME FOR JUST $3,800
- NO UPFRONT COSTS -

17980 S WALAPAI RD #12B
Rare golf course condo with 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths, vaulted ceilings, covered patio, 
sweeping views, updates throughout, mostly 
furnished, and steps from Pinewood Country 
Club, trails, restaurants and forest.

$412,000

17420 S SHADOW ROCK PL
Fully furnished 4-bedroom Munds Park cabin 
with bonus room, pine tongue-and-groove 
interior, updated kitchen and baths, garage, 
spacious deck, newer roof, two driveways, 
and easy access to country club amenities.

$719,000

840 E CARIBOU RD
Fully furnished 3-bedroom, 2-bath Munds 
Park retreat with � replace, updated kitchen, 
patios, Tu�  Shed, newer A/C and roof, near 
Pinewood Country Club, Lake O’Dell, trails 
and forest.

$485,000

17810 S WALAPAI RD #72
Fully furnished 2-bedroom, 2-bath golf 
course townhome with loft, luxury upgrades, 
patio, panoramic views, HOA-maintained 
living, and easy access to Pinewood Country 
Club, forest, lake, trails and restaurants.

$510,000

17795 S HOPI RD
Rare 34,412-square-foot Munds Park lot 
between Pinewood Country Club holes, 
� at and build-ready, with survey, utilities, 
fencing, RV garage masonry, plans, windows 
package and easy access to trails.

$315,000
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Your deck should be the best 
room in the house.

If it’s just a platform, you hired the wrong builder.

Stellar Decks designs outdoor spaces  
meant to be lived in.

Built right. Built once. Built to last.

CUSTOM DECKS, REPAIR & MAINTENANCE. NO SHORTCUTS.
Licensed • Boned • Insured  • ROC#349086 VERIFIED

602-545-1170
StellarDecks.com

CROSSWORD
CREATED BY PAUL MASON • SOLUTION PAGE 22B

ACROSS
1. Allegro ___: very fast 
6. Newlyweds’ car 
attachments
10. ___ Wednesday
13. Stops talking, with “up”
14. “___ the heck!”
15. Salmon and sturgeon 
delicacies
17. “Dead ___ Society”: 
1989 film
18. ___ Verde National Park
19. Spot for a shopping 
spree
20. Begin
22. Showing superior skill.
24. ___ the profits
26. Rude, crude and 
shocking to a prude
27. Beethoven’s birthplace
30. Infant’s neckwear
32. TV show with a laugh 
track
36. Fencer’s blade
37. Weaver’s apparatus
39. Dutch cheese that’s 
often smoked
40. U.S. armed forces 
branch
41. New money on the 
Continent
43. Fox or turkey follower
44. Remains in a bottle
46. Dispatched
47. Put on the payroll

48. Manhole setting
50. Buck’s mate
51. “No problem!”
52. ___ tide
54. Breakaway group
56. Like a ghost town
60. Settlement of the 
Southwest
64. Biology lab supply
65. Abound
67. Pass-the-baton race
68. Fraternity party attire
69. “... happily ___ after”
70. Chopin composition
71. Costa del ___
72. Gym set
73. Like some lingerie

DOWN
1. Egyptian snakes
2. Sneaker, e.g.
3. Cooking fat
4. Chief U.S. law officer
5.  Discussion point
6. Vowelless Welsh valley
7. “Beg pardon ...”
8. Twangy, as a voice
9. Conditions of 
equilibrium
10. Ready for battle
11. Fly high
12. Hot spot
16. Artful
21. Dining room piece 
23. Nest part

25. Reverent
27. Diver’s woe
28. Eyeball benders
29. “Well, I ___!”
31. Blasé
33. Papal court
34. Smells
35. Pirate’s pal
38. Old hi-fi records
42. Like a cliff face 
45. Merlin, e.g. 
49. Cut to ribbons 
53. “Pet” annoyance
55. Heals
56. “Can’t Help Lovin’ ___ 
Man”
57. Freudian topics
58. Kind of palm
59. Kind of breath
61. “Don’t It Make My 
Brown Eyes ___”
62. Stow, as cargo
63. ___ and terminer 
(criminal court)
66. “___ Doubtfire”
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STRAIGHT FROM THE PINEWOOD PROS

THIS ISN’T PHOENIX REAL ESTATE
BY MICHAEL SHRAKE

... Continued on page 4B 

At first glance, buying real estate seems the same everywhere. You tour 
homes, compare prices, negotiate terms, and close escrow. But anyone 
who has purchased both a home in the Phoenix metro area and a cabin 
in Munds Park knows the experience is completely different.
Munds Park is not simply “Phoenix with pine trees.” It is a unique 
mountain community with its own lifestyle, property considerations, 
seasonal patterns, and buyer psychology. Understanding those 
differences can help buyers avoid costly mistakes and make  
smarter decisions.
In Phoenix, most buyers focus on practicality. Conversations usually 
center around commute times, school districts, nearby shopping, and 
resale potential. Buyers are often thinking about daily routines and 
long-term convenience.
In Munds Park, the mindset shifts almost immediately when you 
get off at exit 322. Buyers are usually purchasing a lifestyle and an 
emotional experience first. They want to know whether the property 
feels peaceful, whether the deck is positioned perfectly for cool summer 
evenings, and whether they can hear Interstate 17. They think about 
hosting gatherings with family and friends, enjoying monsoon storms 
from the covered porch, and escaping the heat and pace of city life.
Many cabin buyers already own a primary residence in Phoenix. Their 
cabin is not a necessity — it is a retreat. That emotional component 
dramatically changes how people shop and what they value.
Another major difference is the importance of the land itself. In 
much of Phoenix, the home primarily drives the value. In Munds 

Park, the lot and surroundings often matter just as much, if not more. 
Buyers pay close attention to tall pine trees, privacy between cabins, 
proximity to hiking trails, paved versus dirt roads, drainage, and 
winter accessibility. Major factors like backing to the forest or hearing 
freeway noise can significantly impact desirability. Two cabins with 
nearly identical square footage can have dramatically different values 
depending on where they sit within the community. A smaller cabin 
tucked into mature trees on a quiet street may command a premium 
over a larger property located near heavier traffic areas like Pinewood 
Boulevard or Hillside.
Seasonal use also changes buyer priorities. Phoenix homes are 
designed primarily for full-time living, where buyers often prioritize 
open floor plans, energy efficiency during extreme summer heat, and 
backyard pools. Munds Park cabins, however, are frequently second 
homes or seasonal retreats. Buyers tend to focus more on large covered 
decks, wood-burning fireplaces, guest space, RV parking, toy storage, 
and heating systems capable of handling freezing temperatures.  
Easy winterization and low-maintenance exteriors also become far 
more important.
Cabin buyers are often thinking less about pure investment metrics 
and more about traditions, memories, and long-term family use. They 
envision children riding bikes (hopefully pedal powered!), hosting 
friends on the porch in the summer, holidays around the fireplace, and 
generations gathering in the same place year after year.
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UNLOCK YOUR HOME’S
TRUE POTENTIAL

At High Caliber Construction, we believe every home holds 
untapped potential. Our home remodeling services aren’t just 
about updating an old look—it’s about discovering and revealing 
what your space can truly become. Beyond mere aesthetics, our 
team delves into understanding how you live, ensuring the result 
is a harmonious blend of form and function.

What sets us apart is our unwavering commitment to service 
excellence and quality. Our goal is to lead you in navigating your 
home’s constraints and maximizing your home’s potential.

LET’S BUILD TOGETHER
928-526-2156 • SALES@HCNAZ.COM • HCNAZ.COM

  KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS

  NEW & REFURBISHED DECKS

  ADDITIONS

  OUTBUILDINGS & AduS

  custom homes

  full service electrical

ROC# 275972/ 252743

STRAIGHT FROM THE PINEWOOD PROS
... Continued from page 3B

The inspection process is different as well. In Phoenix, buyers worry 
about air conditioning systems surviving 115-degree summers. In 
Munds Park, buyers are more concerned with snow load, roof condition, 
freeze protection for plumbing, drainage during monsoon season, 
tree health, wildfire mitigation, and evidence of seasonal moisture 
issues. Cabins also tend to have more deferred maintenance than 
suburban homes because many are occupied only part-time. A property 
can appear charming while quietly hiding years of small issues that 
accumulated over time. Or worse, cabins often have unpermitted 
additions, electrical systems that have been modified by buddies who 

“know what they are doing”, and sewer connection that are almost 
completely blocked by tree roots.. Having inspectors who understand 
mountain properties is extremely important.
Insurance is another area where mountain properties differ 
substantially from homes in Phoenix. Wildfire exposure, distance from 
fire stations, heavy tree coverage, and seasonal occupancy all impact 
insurability. In some cases, insurance availability and pricing can 
become major factors in the purchase decision itself. Certain insurance 
companies simply will not issue policies in Munds Park, which can 
surprise buyers coming from the Valley.
Even the market behaves differently. Phoenix real estate tends to 
move based on broader economic trends, job growth, and interest 
rates. Munds Park has its own rhythm, driven heavily by weather and 
lifestyle trends. A stretch of 115-degree temperatures in Phoenix can 
suddenly increase cabin demand overnight. Buyers who spend one cool 
July weekend in Munds Park often decide very quickly that they want a 
place of their own.
Perhaps the biggest difference is this: most Phoenix buyers are 
purchasing where they will live, while Munds Park buyers are often 
purchasing how they want to live.
That emotional connection is what makes cabin real estate unique. 
Buying a cabin in Munds Park is far more than a standard real estate 
transaction — it is the purchase of a lifestyle, a retreat, and often a 
family legacy.

SUDOKU
CREATED BY PAUL MASON • SOLUTION PAGE 22B
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PAWS OF PINEWOOD

BEFORE THE BOOM
BY SAMANTHA PAGE, OWNER & MANAGER, MIDTOWN ANIMAL CLINIC

Here in Northern Arizona, the Fourth of July brings mountain air, 
warm weather, the occasional thunderstorm, and even sometimes 
neighborhood firework displays. It also brings a surge of anxious, 
injured, and missing animals to veterinary clinics across the region.  
At Midtown Animal Clinic, we treat pets like family — and that means 
we want to help yours stay safe and comfortable long before the first 
firework goes off.
Noise phobia is extremely common in both dogs and cats. The sudden, 
unpredictable explosions of fireworks can trigger a full stress response 

— elevated heart rate, spiking cortisol, dilated pupils — powerful enough 
to drive even the calmest, most well-trained animals to bolt, scratch 
through screens, or injure themselves trying to escape. This is not bad 
behavior. It is fear, plain and simple, and it should be taken seriously.
Reach out BEFORE the holiday. Anti-anxiety medications, calming 
supplements, and other supportive tools can make an enormous 
difference for noise-sensitive pets — but they need to be discussed in 
advance. We can’t safely prescribe medication for a patient we haven’t 
recently seen, and many options take time to become effective. A pre-
holiday wellness visit gives us the chance to put together a plan that has 
the best chance of working. Call us at 928-440-4020 or book online to 
get ahead of it.
Keep pets indoors and secure. Even a fenced backyard isn’t reliable on 
the Fourth. Bring pets inside well before dusk, settle them in a quiet 
interior room, and run a fan or play soft music to buffer outside noise. 
Double-check that all windows, doors, and screens are latched. If you 
cannot bring your pet inside, make sure your yard is secured, gates are 
closed and locked, and they have a safe place to hide.
Update your pet’s ID. Microchipping is one of the most reliable ways to 
get a lost animal back home — and we can take care of it in minutes at 
your next visit. At a minimum, make sure collar tags are current with a 
working phone number. More pets go missing on July 4th than any other 
day of the year, and up-to-date identification is your best safety net.
Watch the holiday food. Cookout season means a bounty of hazards 
at pet-nose level. Grapes and raisins can cause kidney failure in 
dogs. Onions and garlic damage red blood cells in both dogs and 
cats. Anything sweetened with xylitol — including some sugar-free 
condiments and baked goods — can be rapidly fatal. Cooked bones and 
corn cobs are frequent causes of intestinal blockages that require surgery. 
And fatty meats, like pork, can quickly lead to vomiting, diarrhea, or 
worse: pancreatitis. Remind your guests: no sharing with Fluffy!

What our team treats most around July 4th:
	� Anxiety escalating to self-injury: such as lacerations and broken 

nails from escape attempts.
	� Toxic ingestion from dangerous foods: grapes, onions, garlic, 

xylitol, and corn cobs are common culprits.
	� GI upset, “garbage gut,” and pancreatitis from ingestion of fatty 

foods at barbecues, specially pork products.
	� Heat exhaustion: even in Northern Arizona, July temperatures 

in a parked car or direct sun can be dangerous.
If you suspect your pet has eaten something toxic, or if they’re showing 
signs of severe distress — labored breathing, collapse, uncontrolled 
trembling — please don’t wait to see if they improve on their own. Time 
matters in these situations. If this occurs during our business hours 
(Mon-Fri from 8am-4pm), call us right away at 928-440-4020. If this 
occurs outside of our business hours, contact Yavapai Emergency 
Animal Hospital at 928-460-7282. They are located in Prescott Valley, 
and they are the ONLY 24/7 emergency facility in Northern Arizona.
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BOOK REVIEW

AMERICAN FANTASY
BY SANDY WRIGHT

My husband and I are about to embark on a cruise to 
Tahiti, so I picked up American Fantasy to get into the 
vacation mood. If you’re planning a cruise, if you’re over 
50, or if you are a hard-core fan of boy bands (anything 
from NKotB to the Rolling Stones), give this crazy cruise 
romp a try.
When the American Fantasy cruise ship sets sail for a 
four-day themed voyage, aboard are all five members 
of a famous, nineties-era boy band and three thousand 
screaming women who have worshipped them since 
childhood.

Annie is feeling decidedly out of place in this crowd because her sister, who is a 
rabid fan, broke her leg right before the trip and had to drop out. She insists the 
ship must go on with Annie aboard to live out teenage fantasies for both of them.
Annie is paired up with a super fan roommate who helps her learn the ropes. 
Between slushy drinks and band shows, she begins to realize she might be open to 
her life ahead. Annie even forms a genuine, non-fan bond with band member, Keith 
Fiore, brother of the band’s leader. Keith is struggling with his own midlife change.
Unlike Emma Strub’s other books, this story is frothy, frivolous, and over-the-top 
fan frantic. But much of it felt relatable. The vacation mindset, the way people 
can go bonkers over their favorite music acts, even the various characters and 
their antics. But what felt especially truthful was the way the two main characters 

–Annie and the individual band members—treated midlife. One by continuously 
trying to hold on to youthful glory days (still at it, some with passion, some with 
resignation and depression), the other by facing change and allowing it to come.
Each character develops with greater clarity as the pages turn. The reader goes 
with them into a rabbit hole full of mania and devotion to the band, which, I admit, 
can begin to grate on the nerves. But it’s a cute story, and it was fun to read a rom 
com with middle aged characters. I read it all in one weekend.

	� by Emma Straub
	� Riverhead Books, 2026
	� 304 pages

POURING HEART, FLAVOR & HOMETOWN CHARM
A cozy spot for great wine, food 

& even better company. 

WINE TASTING • CHARCUTERIE PAIRINGS • 
SPECIALTY DRINKS

The best secret in Munds Park.

SERVING HOURS
Wed–Fri 4–8 | Sat 12–8 

Sun 12– Hours Vary | Closed Mon–Tue

623-363-8980
www.winetastingandmore.com

17730 S Munds Ranch Rd
Munds Park, AZ

(At the back door of the old BBQ)

FOLLOW US ON 
Facebook & Instagram

KELSEY MARQUARDT
VP of Mortgage Lending

Resident of Munds Park

602.361.6380

LET'S WORK TOGETHER!

YOUR TRUSTED, LOCAL MORTGAGE EXPERT FOR

MUNDS PARK

Guaranteed Rate, Inc. D/B/A Rate; NMLS #2611  For licensing information visit nmlsconsumeraccess.org.

Operating as Guaranteed Rate, Inc. in New York.

Kelsey Marquardt NMLS # 905636; AZ - LO-1014285
Subject to credit and underwriting approval.

FOR THOSE WHO LOVE TO READ
Bookmobile Stop at Pinewood Country Club Clubhouse

Date: Wed, July 8, 2026 from 10:45 AM – 12:15 PM
Location: Pinewood Country Club Clubhouse

Just a friendly reminder 
that libraries are free. 

Not “free trial’ free

Not “free with ads” free.

Not “free if you give us all 
your data” free. 

But free free.
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Time For a New Roof? 

{928) 882-0882 
LegacyRoofing Now.com 

AZ ROC License #253824 

Delaying the investment is going to cost you. 
Roofing materials and labor costs are steadily 

rising and that's unlikely to change soon . 

Curious as to what 
a ReRoof Costs? 

Scan the QR Code to 
get an Instant Quote! 
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SHAKEN & STIRRED IN PINEWOOD

THE SHADE TREE

Gin Option
	- 2 oz gin
	- 3 cucumber slices
	- 6 fresh mint leaves
	- ¾ oz fresh lime juice
	- ½ oz simple syrup
	- Club soda
	- Crystal Ice

Bourbon Option
	- 2 oz bourbon
	- 3 cucumber slices
	- 6 fresh mint leaves
	- ¾ oz fresh lime juice
	- ½ oz honey syrup or simple syrup
	- Club soda
	- Crystal Ice

There is a point in June when a man stops pretending he is doing yard work 
and admits he has been standing under the same tree for twenty minutes 
because it is the only sensible place left on earth.
That is where The Shade Tree begins.
It begins in the heat, when the sun has had a little too much confidence and the 
porch looks better than doing yard work.
The story goes that one neighbor saw another leaning against a rake under an 
oak tree and called across the fence, “You planning to use that thing, or is it 
just holding you up?”
The rake, as it turned out, was mostly emotional support.
A few minutes later, the gate opened. Someone brought cucumber.  
Someone found mint. A lime was cut, ice hit the glass, and the whole day 
improved considerably.
The Shade Tree can go two ways. Make it with gin and it stays cool, crisp, and 
garden-fresh. Make it with bourbon and it turns a little warmer, smoother, and 
more like, “I am going to sit here for a while.” Either way, cucumber keeps it 
refreshing, mint brightens it up, lime gives it snap, and club soda keeps the 
whole thing from getting bossy.
Serve it tall in a Collins glass over ice. Crystal Ice is best for cocktails. Top 
with club soda and garnish with cucumber and mint. It is made for porches, 
neighbors, and the kind of mid-June heat that makes ambition seem rude.

The Method for Both 
Gently muddle cucumber, mint, lime juice, and syrup in a 
shaker. Add gin or bourbon and Crystal Ice. Shake until well 
chilled. Strain into a Collins glass filled with fresh Crystal Ice. 
Top with club soda and stir lightly. Garnish with a cucumber 
ribbon or slice and a sprig of mint.
Until next time, sip responsibly and enjoy!
Note: The story behind this drink is fictional, though the part 
about the rake is almost certainly true somewhere. 
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Get your home spring-ready!
Serving Munds Park with 10% Off 

Your Next Painting Project*. 
Rejuvenate your space with our expert touch.

928-779-3746
FREE ESTIMATES | EXTERIOR | INTERIOR

CERTAPRO.COM
ROC #158334*Offer applies to your residential painting project of $2,500 or more. Must be presented at time of estimate. 

Not valid with other offers or current estimates or proposals. Expires 12/31/2026

SCIENCE & NATURE

WHAT DEAD TREES SAY ABOUT  
A LIVING FOREST

Across the United States, forest managers are seeing more dead and dying trees in many 
regions. The causes are usually not mysterious. Drought, hotter temperatures, insects, 
disease, wildfire damage, and overcrowded forests are placing heavy stress on trees.
In northern Arizona, drought-stressed ponderosa pines are especially vulnerable to 
bark beetles. When trees do not have enough water, they cannot defend themselves as 
well. Decades of fire suppression have also left many forests too dense, with too many 
trees competing for limited moisture.
One of the biggest surprises for many people is that our forests did not always look  
the way they do today. Before modern fire suppression, low-intensity fires regularly 
moved through ponderosa pine forests. These fires cleared brush, removed weak 
saplings, and left behind widely spaced trees with room to grow. Early photographs 
of northern Arizona often show forests that look more like open parks than the thick 
stands we see today.
That natural balance changed over the last century. As fires were extinguished and 
trees multiplied, forests became crowded. In some areas, dozens of trees now compete 
for the same amount of water that once supported only a handful. During drought, 
there simply is not enough to go around.
That is why forest restoration can sometimes seem backward. Saving a forest often 
means removing trees. Thinning projects are not designed to clear-cut the woods. They 
are intended to give the strongest trees enough sunlight, space, and water to survive the 
next drought, insect outbreak, or wildfire.
Residents can help in practical ways. Clearing pine needles from roofs and gutters, 
maintaining defensible space around homes, supporting restoration projects, and 
learning about local forest health all contribute to a safer and more resilient community.
The forest is begging to be thinned. Support responsible forest restoration, remove 
overcrowded or unhealthy trees from your own yard when needed, and give the 
healthiest pines room to breathe. Around here, caring for the forest begins right outside 
the front door.
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 Thursday  July   9 7:00 PM 
 Friday  July 10 2:30 & 5:30 PM
 Saturday  July 11 2:30 & 5:30 PM
 Sunday  July 12 2:30 PM

the Musical

TM

TICKETS: WWW.PINEWOODPLAYERS.COM

Based on the works of Dr. Seuss
SeussicalTM was originally produced on Broadway by SFX Theatrical Group, 

Barry & Fran Weissler and Universal Studios. 
Through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). 

All authorized performance materials also supplied through MTI.

 Book by  Music by Lyrics by
 Stephen Flaherty Stephen Flaherty Lynn Ahrens

  

the Musical

TM

Thursday, July 9 @ 7:00 PM 
 Friday & Saturday, July 10 & 11 @ 2:30 & 5:30 PM
 Sunday, July 12 @ 2:30 PM

Reserve your tickets soon!

On our Munds Park stage 
for three performances —
unscripted, high-energy, 

improv comedy! 

Saturday, July 25
2:30 & 7:00 PM 

 
Sunday, July 26 

 2:30 PM 

The mixed ensemble 
creates the skits on the spot 

using audience suggestions for 
famlily-friendly entertainment

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO MAKE PLAY RESERVATIONS, GO TO WWW.PINEWOODPLAYERS.COM

 Book by  Music by Lyrics by
 Stephen Flaherty Stephen Flaherty Lynn Ahrens

Based on the works of Dr. Seuss. Conceived by Lynn Ahrens, Stephen Flaherty and Eric Idle. SeussicalTM was originally produced on Broadway by SFX Theatrical Group, Barry 
& Fran Weissler and Universal Studios.  Through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). All authorized performance materials also supplied through MTI.

Come enjoy watching our Munds Park youth as 
they dance and sing their way through the 
fun, fantastical, magical world of Dr. Seuss.

COMMUNITY THEATER

CATCH THE FINAL WAVES OF LAUGHTER!

Final Weekend for  
Four Old Broads 
on the High Seas
Don’t let the ship sail without you! 
The final laugh-packed weekend 
performances of Four Old Broads on 
the High Seas are cruising into the 
Pinewood Playhouse on June 18, 19 
and 20 at 7 PM.
Get ready for an unforgettable voyage with 
the wildest crew on the Atlantic Queen. Grab 
your tickets now before this hilarious comedy 
anchors for good!

Drama Camp Takes the  
Stage with Seussical Jr.
As soon as the Atlantic Queen docks, the Pinewood Players Playhouse 
will be abuzz with the high energy of our Drama Camp as they prepare 
Seussical Jr. for your viewing pleasure. The stage will be rocking 
with music and dance to bring to life some of our favorite Dr. Seuss 
characters, The Cat in the Hat, Horton the Elephant, Gertrude McFuzz, 
Lazy Mayzie, and Little Jojo. You’ll see Horton and Gertrude overcome 
big challenges to save Whoville and bring peace back to Nool. Get ready 
to let your imagination run wild.

Mixed Nuts Improv Brings  
Unscripted Laughter
“Mixed Nuts” Improv Comedy Group Brings Unscripted Laughter  
to Northern Arizona
Mixed Nuts Improv Comedy Troupe is dedicated to delivering fast-
paced, high-energy, and completely unscripted performances. They 
will be performing at the Pinewood Players Playhouse on July 25 and 
26, 2026 for three performances.

Under the expert direction of Chris 
Redish, whose 30+ years in improv and 
background in film directing bring a 
sharp, cinematic timing to the stage, 

Mixed Nuts promises 90 minutes of 
unpredictable entertainment. Together, 
this mixed ensemble of talented 

nuts transforms simple audience 
suggestions into elaborate sketches 
and quirky characters—all created on 

the spot.
Mixed Nuts focuses on short-form 
improv games similar to Whose 
Line Is It Anyway?, making their 
shows accessible, family-friendly, 

and perfect for the diverse Northern 
Arizona community. See you at the theater!

Scholarship Deadline Approaching
Heads up, future leaders! Congratulations to all 2026 high school 
graduates! The deadline for our 2026 scholarship applications is fast 
approaching: June 30, 2026. This year Pinewood Players will award  
two $2,000 scholarships. If you’re a high school graduate with 
connections to the Munds Park community, Pinewood Players, or 
Pinewood Country Club, you may be eligible! Don’t miss out on this 
fantastic opportunity!

www.pinewoodplayers.com
Pinewood Players, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) registered 
non-profit organization that is open to the 
public.



10B    The Pinewood News | JUNE 19, 2026

WORD SEARCH
SOLUTION PAGE 22B

Anthem

Bald Eagle

Baton

Bonfire

Bunting

Burger

Cannon

Confetti

Cookout

Family Reunion

Flag

Float

Freedom

Frisbee

Hot Dog

Independence

Lemonade

Liberty

Musket

Old Glory

Parade

Picnic

Rocket

Soldier

Sparkler

Uncle Sam

Veteran

LET THE SUNSHINE IN!
Brighten up your world with our top-notch 

window cleaning services. We offer:

 Professional Window Cleaning

 Expert Pressure Washing

 Thorough Gutter Cleaning

Our May and June slots are 
� lling up—don’t miss out!

EASY ONLINE BOOKING
Visit PineCountryWindows.com 

to secure your appointment. Or call us at 

928-527-0671
PROUDLY LOCAL

Owned & Operated by Munds Park’s 
own Marilyn & Dave Kaminski. 

We love Munds Park!

Thank You for Supporting a Local Business!
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WINGS OVER ARIZONA

DARK-EYED JUNCOS
BY MARGARET DYEKMAN

For bird enthusiasts in 
northern Arizona, Dark 
eyed Juncos offer a perfect 
blend of accessibility and 
intrigue. They’re easy to 
attract with seeds scattered 
on the ground, and yet they 
have regional variations 
and seasonal behaviors that 
provide many opportunities 
for observation. Some of 
you reading this article can recount stories of how they build nests 
in your planters or wreathes, as this small sparrow is evolving to be 
comfortable around houses and suburbs.
There are 4 subspecies of Dark-eyed Juncos, and the ones we have in 
the summer are the “Gray headed” subspecies, with its distinctive rusty 
red back.  During winter we will often see the “Oregon” subspecies, 
with its slaty to black hood.
Junco’s adaptability is one of their greatest strengths, and this species 
was the subject of a new article by Isabell Busch of Denver, Colorado 
in the American Birding Association’s magazine. She writes about how 
the juncos have adapted their nesting sites in urban situations  
to above-ground nesting on artificial structures and having more than 
one brood a season.  These urban juncos are evolving before our  
very eyes!
Dark-eyed Juncos in non-urban settings often nest in rock crevices 
or tree hollows close to the ground, which they have been doing 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING SERVICES
Specializing in all Types of Roofing Installation & Repairs

Metal • Shingle • Tile • Metal Siding • TPO
Metal Fascia Wrap • Metal Soffits • Metal Patio Lids

Integrity & Experience Ensure Excellence
 Our expert team is available 7-days a week,  

365-days a year to attend to your roofing needs.

SERVING ALL OF NORTHERN ARIZONA

(928) 301-6301
www.elevatedroof.com

DON’T LET A MILD WINTER FOOL YOU.
Beat the spring rush and book your FREE INSPECTION today.

ROC311899 • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

for thousands of years. 
Ecologically, Dark-eyed 
Juncos play an important 
role in our forest health. 
By consuming seeds from 
grasses, weeds, and conifers, 
they help regulate plant 
communities, and their 
foraging stirs leaf litter, 
aiding decomposition.  
They also serve as prey for 

small raptors and mammals, making them a vital link in woodland 
food webs.
In winter, millions migrate south or descend from mountain forests 
to lower elevations, forming lively flocks that forage on the ground for 
seeds. This seasonal movement is why many people associate them 
with colder months; their arrival often coincides with the first hints of 
winter, and thus they’ve earned the nickname of “snowbirds”.  To those 
of us who spend the summers up north, juncos are a welcome addition 
to our backyard birdwatching.  On the ground, they hop rather than 
walk, scratching leaf litter with both feet in a motion. During courtship, 
males perform short, fluttering flights and fan their tails to show off 
those bright white feathers—an understated but effective display.
You can reach me at margaretdyekman@cox.net or by text at 602-620-3210. You can 
read all about Backyard Birding in Northern Arizona at www.backyardbirdingaz.
com and order the book online or get one directly from me. I welcome your questions, 
reports of sightings, and your suggestions for future articles.

Dark-eyed Junco Dark-eyed Junco Oregon subspecies 
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MUNDS PARK INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE!

17

Staging Access

Staging

PARADE STARTS 
HERE!!!

PARADE FINISH

S
T

R
IN

GER

FOURTH OF JULY PARADE
The Fourth of July Parade begins at 10 a.m., and road closures 
start at 9:45 a.m. Give yourself time to find parking, settle in and 
claim a good spot before the fun begins.
Please note: Vehicles will not be allowed on Pinewood Boulevard 
after 9:45 a.m. on parade day. For elderly guests or anyone who 
has difficulty walking, a complimentary shuttle service will be 
available at Pinewood Boulevard and Fairway Drive.

Junk Removal • Dumpster Rental 
Excavation • Demolition

Contact us with your unique project today!

(480) 532-3084  
Orders@azgoodfellas.com    

www.azgoodfellas.com 

Licensed and Insured: ROC 355111 • 348718   

  

LOCAL. AFFORDABLE. FREE QUOTES.

TRASH PROBLEM? 
Forget about it!

M
U

N
D

S 
PA

RK BUSINESS

ALLIANCEPROUD MEMBER

PINEWOOD NEWS  
4TH OF JULY PARADE  

FLOAT CONTEST!
The winners of our 4th Annual Pinewood News 
4th of July Parade Float Contest will be featured 
on the cover of Pinewood News — along with 
a special story celebrating their creativity and 
craft. This is your chance to have your float, your 
team, and your artistic talent recognized in the 
community’s favorite publication!

OPEN
7 Days A Week 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

ORDER TO GO! (928) 286-0332
65 Pinewood Boulevard • Munds Park, AZ

JOIN US FOR
Breakfast, Lunch, &  Dinner

Come for Taco Tuesday or Mexican Food Thursday

Plus, enjoy our bottle service—
carry out your favorite liquor to go!

PROTECT YOUR HOME
WITH ELDEN GUTTERS

Professional seamless gutter and leaf � lter installation, 
along with gutter clean-out services, are offered 

across Northern Arizona.

K-style and European Box style gutters offered in 5” & 6”

Experience high quality, hometown care.

For a FREE estimate, contact Dan 

928-699-9277
or eldengutters@outlook.com

Licensed, Insured & Bonded

“I trusted Elen Gutters with my own home—
and I’d hire them again in a heartbeat.” 

—Sandee, Editor, The Pinewood News

eldengutters.com
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Farmers Markets
The Munds Park Farmers Market is adding extra Fourth of July 
fun, with more vendors and live music by PK Gregory’s One-Man-
Honkabilly-Blues-Band. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. | 17777 S. Munds Ranch Road

Two Coyotes Farmers Market will be open on the Fourth with new 
vendors and fresh finds. Stop by, browse around. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. | 17620 N Munds Rach Rd.

Stop by the Pinewood Fire Auxiliary
Beginning at 10 a.m., the Pinewood Fire Auxiliary will be serving 
FREE hot dogs, water, chips and cookies in front of the fire station 
during and after the parade. Donations are appreciated.

It’s a Munds Thing will be handing out FREE water by the Fire 
House too beginning at 9 a.m. and continuing while supplies last.

Enjoy Free Egg Rolls from Saigon North
Dennis, owner of the upcoming Saigon North restaurant, will be 
cooking up crispy deep-fried egg rolls for the Fourth of July. They will 
be FREE to the community while supplies last.
Look for his staff along Pinewood Boulevard, serving goodness one egg 
roll at a time.

Corn Dogs, Coffee and a Good Cause
The Munds Park Business Alliance will be hosting corn dog and a 
coffee truck in the Coldwell Banker parking lot starting the evening 
of July 3rd, and all day July 4. Ten percent of sales will be donated to 

“PMJ” Domestic Violence Center.

The MPBA is also sponsoring red, white and blue celebration 
lighting at the Coldwell Banker building in honor of America’s 250th 
Independence Day. 

Kota’s Coffee House
Kota’s Coffee House will be open on the Fourth, with Buddy’s Dog 
House serving hot dogs from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., or until sold out. 
Kota’s will also have Italian sodas, smoothies, matcha lattes, Monster 
Mashers, coffee drinks and more.

Wine Tasting & Moore
When the Fourth of July crowds start to feel like too much of a good 
thing, Wine Tasting & Moore offers a quieter place to land. They’ll be 
open all weekend with food and wine specials, perfect for anyone who 
wants to celebrate the holiday comfortably and with a good glass in hand.

Sportsmunds
Sportsmunds will keep the holiday weekend rolling with live bands 
Friday and Saturday from 6 to 9 p.m., free cornhole for kids and adults, 
free giveaways and all-day happy hour drink specials.
Happy hour runs all day, every day. See specials on page 5B.

Fairlane Palooza
Keep the Fourth of July celebration going into the evening at Fairlane 
Palooza, featuring Comin’ Home and feel-good music under the stars. 
There will be music, games and prizes, making it a fun outdoor stop for 
families, neighbors and anyone not quite ready to call it a day.
Bring your own chair and BYOB.
Hours: Saturday, July 4, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: 245 Fairlane Road

WHAT’S HAPPENING ON THE 4TH OF JULY

190 Bison Drive
This beautifully maintained, fully furnished 
Munds Park chalet is move-in ready and 
packed with mountain charm. The main level 
features 2 spacious bedrooms and 2 updated 
bathrooms, while the oversized loft provides 
� exible space for a bunk room, game room, 
o�  ce, or additional sleeping area. Inside, you’ll 
� nd custom built-in bench seating, an open 
kitchen, and a stunning � oor-to-ceiling stone 
wood-burning � replace. Front and back decks 
o� er plenty of room to relax, entertain, and 
enjoy the mountain setting.and so many more 
upgrades throughout.

Nancy Shelton
Associate Broker

928-856-0152
NancySheltonRealtor@gmail.com

Jesse Calvin
Realtor

928-606-4628
JesseSCalvin@gmail.com

Scan to see 
property details 

and photos.
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Sponsored by
Pinewood Property Owners’ Association
Presented by Len Friedlund & The Pinewood News

Sign up for the Munds Park 4th of July Parade!
The parade will take place on Saturday, July 4, at 10 a.m.

Parade participants may begin lining up at 8 a.m.

You can register here or online at www.ThePinewoodNews.com.

Name: 		

Vehicle License: 	

Address: 		

Phone Number: 	

Email: 		

NOT PERMITTED: E-bikes, bicycles, scooters, skateboards, 
and similar personal ride-on devices are not allowed on the 
parade route.

Type of Entry (check one):  ATV  Truck/Car  Golf Cart 

 Truck with Trailer  UTV  Walking Group

 Other: 		

Approximate number of participants: 	

Please return the form to the Munds Park Post Office during 
regular business hours, or mail it to:

The Pinewood News | PO Box 18977 | Munds Park, AZ

Or email to Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com

Questions? Contact Sandee Caviness at (602) 400-9404, or 
Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.

Pinewood News Float Contest!
Every float in the parade is eligible for the 4th Annual Pinewood 
News 4th of July Parade Float Contest. The winning float will be 
featured on the cover of Pinewood News, along with a special story 
celebrating the hometown spirit, creativity, and hard work behind it.
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A Licensed Agent Can Benefit You:

Not connected with or endorsed by the US 
government or the federal Medicare Program. 

We put the “CARE” in Medicare.

Call me anytime!
Munds Park resident 

for over 6 years

* Complimentary Consultation
* Enrollment Guidance
* Personalized Service

WORD OF THE DAY

INTERLOPER
BY SANDEE CAVINESS

Noun | in-ter-loh-per
I was recently called an interloper, which felt unnecessarily formal for the occasion. 
If someone is going to insult me, I usually prefer they do it in the language of this 
century. Interloper sounds like something shouted from a castle wall by a woman 
in a feathered hat. “You there! Interloper!” Then a trumpet sounds, someone drops 
a monocle, and a horse gets nervous.
Interloper means a person who intrudes into a place, situation, or activity where 
they are not wanted, or where they are believed to have no right to be. It is sharper 
than stranger and more judgmental than newcomer. The word itself is old, dating 
back to the late 1500s, and it began as a charge against traders who entered 
markets or trade routes where others claimed exclusive rights. An interloper was 
not simply new to the scene. The word carried an accusation: this person had 
crossed a line and was operating where they did not belong.
There is a quiet distinction here. A stranger is someone you have not met yet. A 
newcomer arrived not long ago. An outsider might be standing at the edge, looking 
in. But interloper assumes something more specific: that a boundary exists, and it 
has been crossed.
That is what gives the word its particular weight. It comes preloaded with territory. 
The territory might be a conversation, a friendship, a profession, a neighborhood, 
or even an idea. It may be real, or it may exist only in the mind of the person using 
the word. Either way, the speaker is declaring, “I know where the line is drawn.”
Perhaps that is why interloper has lasted more than four centuries. Human beings 
have always drawn circles, built fences, and decided who belongs inside them. The 
details change with the times, but the instinct does not.
We do not spend our days guarding ancient trade routes anymore, yet the feeling 
behind the word is still familiar. Every generation finds new ways to sort the world 
into insiders and outsiders. The word simply names something we have always 
understood.
And yet, for all its history and seriousness, I cannot hear interloper without 
picturing a dusty castle corridor, a carriage waiting below, and someone peering 
down from the battlements with a suspicious eye.
Some words refuse to modernize. Sometimes, the ideas behind them do too.
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SPORTS

LADY NINERS IS GROWING!
BY MISSY LAGOMARSINO

Cole and Reeves Lead PCC 
Women’s Golf Tournament

The Pinewood Country Club Women’s Golf Association held its two-day 
eclectic tournament in early June. Pat Cole won the Overall Low Net 
Championship at 14 under, and Megan Reeves took home the Overall Low 
Gross Championship at 1 over.
Flight winners were Kim McIllice, Kim Kruger, Cindi Sheppard, Becky 
Palumbo, Janey Kriekard, Patty Frey, Margaret Dyekman, Sam Harry, 
and Deanna Madeya.

Pat Cole and Megan Reeves  Eclectic Tournament Winners

PMGA Players Tee Up Two  
Winning Events

The Pinewood Men’s Golf Association held a 2-Man Scramble on May 
30, with two teams tying for first place.
The first-place teams were Dexter Gartin and Pete Yannitelli, and 
Steve Glavin and John Prescott.
The team of Jeff McIliece, Don Drake, Jim Bowman and Ron 
Goldstein also had a strong showing.
On July 6, the PMGA held an Individual Quota event. Flight winners 
were Don Cantrill, Randy Lewis and Don Drake.
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Pine Needle Clean-up • Landscaping & Maintenance 
Tree Removal • Pavers • Deck Builds & Remodels 

Gravel Delivery • Junk Removal
Call Frank Delgado to Schedule an Estimate Today!

(928) 274-1737
fdelgado740@gmail.com • www.rollingstone928.com

- Not a Licensed Contractor -

Rolling Stone  
Landscaping

Family Owned & Operated

LELAND ROOFING
Over 30 Years of Service
Residential & Commercial
Shingles • Repairs • Flat Decks

Call for a FREE Estimate Today
Jeff Leland Owner

Cell (928) 699-8517 
Office (928) 226-8175

SERVING  
NORTHERN  
ARIZONA

ROC# 178580  
Class K4 
 Bonded 
 Insured

MIKE’S FLOOR COVERING
Commercial, Residential & Houseboat Flooring
Free Estimates • Ceramic • Carpet • Vinyl Plank • Hardwood

(928) 699-3655
weimaster1@msn.com

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

4025 E Huntington Drive, Suite 120 • Flagstaff, AZ 86004
Munds Park Resident for 24 Years! • Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC206317

Red 
Desert 
Electric, 
Inc.
Serving Satisfied 
Customers Since 2003

Jeff Doyle 
623-293-1452
Serving Northern AZBonded • Insured • ROC#193022

Cardenas Painting
Locally Owned & Operated

Interior & Exterior Painting 
Full-Service Painting

Minor Structural Repairs

Call for a FREE Estimate
References available upon request.

(928) 853-4394 
or (480) 340-7227

Not a Licensed Contractor
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CAVCO HOMES
OVER 100 HAPPY CUSTOMERS 

IN MUNDS PARK!

$157,990
(Prices subject to change)

• Standard 12’ x 27’ 
covered deck 

• Dual pane windows
• Solid wood cabinets doors 

& drawer fronts
• Carpet Install
• 50’ utility room
• Tape and textured walls T/O
• Drywall close o� 

$120,990
(Prices subject to change)

• Dual pane windows
• Solid wood cabinets 

doors & drawer fronts
• Carpet Install
• 50’ utility room
• Tape & textured walls T/O
• Drywall close o� 

• FREE on site estimates
• Price includes delivery & set-up 

in Munds Park
• Local representative in 

Munds Park
• Semi Custom Orders 
• 100s of � oor plans to choose from
• Remove your old home and install 

new Cavco Home
• 60, 80lb roof load available

• Experienced in helping with 
insurance home replacements

• We can help with permits, 
foundations and lot prep for your 
new home.

• Land � nancing available with 
home purchase

• RV trades welcome
• FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.westgatehomesaz.com
TOLL FREE 1-800-352-3279 • 1-623-546-2045

13437 Westgate Dr • Surprise, AZ 85378

See model at Model Home Center 
Bell & Grand Ave.

FEATURES

See model at Model Home Center 
Bell & Grand Ave.

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY
Call Ken at 623-680-2345 For information

NEW & RE-ROOFS
SHINGLES • METAL • PORCH ROOFS

REPAIRS 
CHIMNEY & SKYLIGHT LEAKS  

ICE DAMS • VENTILATION

Contact Steve Lemons

(928) 707-1024
EssentialRoofingCompany@gmail.com

Munds Park Resident Since 1980
Bonded & Insured | License ROC 198120

Arizona North  
Tree Service

Hazardous tree removal and  
tree trimming for over 20 years. 

Services Include:
• Dead Wooding

• Tree Thinning
• Tree Pruning 

• Wildfire Fuel Reduction

Call Paul Bowles Today  
for a FREE Estimate

928-286-2522
AZNorthTree.com

Licensed, Insured, reliable   
& professional service.
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PET SERVICES
MOBILE PET GROOMING

Bella’s Pet Grooming
602-621-2903 • Foosemobile@keemail.me

CLASSIFIEDS

HAULING
15 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL

The local choice with a professional touch.
480-532-3084 • www.azgoodfellas.com

HANDY SERVICES

FOOSE HOME REPAIR
Servicing Munds Park & Rimrock

 928-456-3413 • fooserepairs@protonmail.com
 Not a licensed Contractor

SUMMIT PAINTING LLC
Professional Interior & Exterior Painting Services

CALL 928-853-7475

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Tree & Yard Work • Hauling • Plumbing • Carpentry

CALL JOHN 928-951-6532 - Not a licensed 
Contractor

ONTIVEROS SERVICES
Pine Needle Clean Up • Gutter Cleaning • Yard Work

CALL JOSE 928-514-9901

THE HANDY DANDY MAN PETE
Home Repairs • Local • Professional • Dependable

Call 928-542-6387

ELECTRICAL
MIRACLES ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Munds Park Local • ROC#317085
747-218-1060 OR 818-248-1240

DO YOU KNOW 
WHERE YOUR 
KEYS ARE?

CALL

Bill’s Lock Shop
(928) 699-8868

Serving Munds Park

Just Moved?
Re-keying is the safest 

thing to do!

Ask about a lock 
check-up!

CABIN CLEANING
KING CLEANING SERVICE

House, Apartment and Office Cleaning
Lisa Abel-Cuomo

225-266-4700 • lempira67@yahoo.com

WOODLAND RENOVATIONS
Remodel and Repair Contractor

Additions
Decks

Minor Plumbing
Electrical

Sliding Windows
Doors

Interior & Exterior 
Remodels

Drywall & Drywall  
Repair

Call Larry McCoy (928) 814-9542
Munds Park Resident for Over 32 Years!

VERIFIED ROC# 210759 • Licensed • Bonded • Insured
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Solar Shingle Experts - Get 30% Tax
Credit on your New Solar Shingle Roof!

Tax Credit ENDS December 31st.

ReRoof - New Roof - Repairs

AZ ROC License #253824LegacyRoofingNow.com

(928) 882-0882

4.8/5 Stars
100+ Reviews

GET THE BEST RESULTS FOR YOUR TREES
Call Mario & Mario Landscaping & Tree Service!

TREE PRUNING We prune according to your and the 
tree’s needs, removing deadwood, raising the canopy, and 
promoting a healthy tree and growth.

TREE REMOVAL When trees need removal for health 
proximity or safety reasons, we will carefully and safely 
remove your trees.

TREE INSTALLATION Want to plant a new tree? Rely on 
Mario and Mario to help choose the most productive and 
aesthetically pleasing spot for it.  

Mario and Mario  
Landscaping & Tree Service

(928) 282-3118

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC# 165704

We offer experienced and qualified 
tree services throughout all of  

Munds Park and surrounding areas.

ELEVATE YOUR BATHROOM WITH 
SAFE SHOWER & BATH

Safe Shower & Bath specializes in quality bath remodeling 
designed for comfort, safety, and lasting value. Quotes are valid 

for 60 days, and we encourage you to compare.

Package includes a Moen rough-in valve trim kit, curtain rod, three 
cultured marble panels to approximately 78 inches above the 

sub� oor, a 30” x 60” low-pro� le pan, and a 24” grab bar.

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC#336088 VERIFIED

ONLY $5,000 BATH TO SHOWER SPECIAL

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR QUOTE

(928) 499-1843
azsafeshower@gmail.com
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MUNDS PARK COMMUNITY CHURCH

A PRAYER FOR MUNDS PARK
BY PASTOR JEREMY WEITZEL

Quiet in the pines 
has a way of settling the soul.

We believe that peace has a name.

Walk with us.

(928) 286-2022
offi  ce@mpcc.church

17670 S Munds Ranch Rd
Munds Park, AZ 86017

Walking with Jesus, together.
Sunday services 9:00 am and 10:45 am

God, thank You for this beautiful place we get to call home. As Scripture says, “The earth is the Lord’s, and all it 
contains, the world, and those who dwell in it.” (Psalm 24:1). When we look at these tall pines, the quiet mornings, 
and the people who make up this town, we are reminded that all of this is a gift from You.
Today I pray for every person who lives in Munds Park, those who have been here for years and those who just 
arrived. I ask that You help us continue to be a community where people look out for each other, where kindness 
comes naturally, and where no one feels alone. Your Word tells us, “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will 
make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:6). So we ask You to guide our steps as neighbors, friends, and families.
Lord, I pray for the homes in this town. Bring peace where there is stress. Bring hope where there is worry. Bring 
comfort to anyone who is hurting. Help us carry each other’s burdens, just like Scripture teaches us in Galatians 6:2 
where it says, “Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.” Let Munds Park be a place where 
people feel supported, encouraged, and cared for.
I lift up our first responders and firefighters who protect this forest and everyone in it. Give them strength and safety. 
I pray for our local businesses, bless the work of their hands.
And God, as I begin serving as the Pastor of Munds Park Community Church, give me a heart that listens well 
and loves well. Help me serve this community with humility, compassion, and joy. Let our church be a warm and 
welcoming place where people can find hope, faith, and direction.
Lord, bless this town. Keep us united. Keep us grateful. And let Your peace rest on Munds Park today and every day.
Amen.

SUDOKU WORD SEARCHCROSSWORD
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Scan the QR code 
to view this page online.
Bookmark it on your phone for 
quick access anytime.

Where to Find County Numbers
It’s that time of year when the paper fills up quickly, but we still 

want our readers to have quick access to important county numbers.
Scan the QR code below to view the full list online, where it will be 

easy to find whenever you need it.

You’ll learn about . . . 

Learn how to keep your
family and assets out of
Arizona Probate Court
Reliant Law Group will walk you through
an easy-to-understand seminar designed
to educate you about how to protect
your family and avoid the most common
and costly estate planning mistakes. 

Reliant Law Group invites you to a FREE

LIVING TRUST & AVOID 
PROBATE SEMINAR

JULY 14, 2026 | 3:00 PM

Kota Coffee House
17680 S Munds Ranch Rd, Munds Park, AZ 86017

Register today — Seating is limited —These seminars fill up quickly!

*If you have an existing estate plan or living trust that was created in another
state - you’ll learn how to make sure that your plan is up-to-date for Arizona.*

Wills vs. Trusts - Why a Will is not
enough to avoid probate in Arizona

Why it’s important to have power of
attorney documents in Arizona

Why most Arizona residents use a
Living Trust to keep their assets out
of Probate

Call  or email to register.602.848.3830 admin@reliant-gh.com 

Troy Froderman
Attorney and Founder
Reliant Law Group, PLLC.



AZ ROC License #253824

(928) 882-0882Call For a Free
Inspection & Estimate

LegacyRoofingNow.com

4.8/5 Stars
100+ Reviews

• Phoenix

• Munds Park
Prescott •




