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GET YOUR PAPER AT THE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR & STORY TIPS!
FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: The Pinewood News is always interested in feedback and/or story tips

CAMP VERDE from our readers and welcome comments on any subject or article published.

The Pinewood News will attempt to publish letters received, except for those
Bashas . . . . . .
Shell Tradine Post that are an invasion of privacy or libelous. Letters must be signed and include an
& address and phone number. Letters may be edited for space and clarity.
RIMROCK Letters: PO Box 18977, Munds Park, AZ 86017
Candy’s Creekside Cottage email: Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com

Robbie’s R Coffee & Breakfast
ADVERTISE WITH US!

To advertise or inquire about contributing an article or special event,
please call 928.286.9827 or email Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.

MOUNTAINAIRE

Mountainaire Tavern

MUNDS PARK

Agee’s BBQ Market THE PINEWOOD NEWS
Cold I?}I;evrlgn Rel Genna & Sandee Caviness, Editors & Publishers
oldwell Banker Realt .
Kota’s Coffee House Y 928.286.9827 « Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com
Munds Park RV Resort OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday, 9 am - 4 pm
Pinewood Country Club 18 W Pinewood Blvd, Munds Park, AZ 86017
Pinewood Bar & Grill
Pinewood Powered by Re/Max PO Box 18977, Munds Park, AZ 86017
Shell Gas Station www.ThePinewoodNews.com
The Outpost 0 @ YouTube
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95 E FOXBORO ROAD, 11

In serene Coconino National Forest, this
1.73-acre lot in Foxboro Ranch Estates offers a
blend of tranquility and luxury with exclusive
clubhouse access and all utilities ready.

$445 500
17305 BIG SKY DR

Turn-key 3-bed, 2-bath manufactured home in
Munds Park. Fenced yard, carport, pellet stove,
A/C, shed, apple trees, perennial flowers, and
flagstone patio. All appliances included.

$391,900
17220 MESCALERO DR
Updated 2-bedroom, 2-bath home, fully
furnished with modern appliances, jacuzzi,
RV parking, UTV storage, deck, and automatic
drip system.

928.606.1385
Becky@flagstaffrealestate.com

Becky McBride

| Bec
| Associate Broker/Owner

R e

$375,000
259 EFOXBORO ROAD, 7

Nestled in Coconino National Forest, this 2.24-

acre lot in Foxboro Ranch Estates offers luxury

with no build time, exclusive clubhouse access,
and proximity to Sedona.

$1,249,500
17810 S HIGHLAND PLACE

Custom-built log home on Highland Place with
mountain views, gourmet kitchen, two decks,
oak floors, stone fireplace, and unique lighting.
Most furnishings convey.

$350,000
307 E Foxboro Road, 4
Experience luxury at Foxboro Ranch Estates! 1.99
acre lot in Northern AZ with access to catch-and-
release lakes, trails, and a log clubhouse near
Schnebly Hill and Pinewood Golf Course..

$425,000
17295 S ZIA PLACE

Remodeled, metal roof, paver driveway, and 2

sheds. Split floor plan: primary bedroom suite,
new kitchen, family room, laundry, and 2 beds.
New bathrooms, flooring, windows, & paint.

$569,000
260 SANDIA CIR
Enchanting cabin nestled among pines, fully

furnished with new TV, light fixtures, Trex deck,

Ring cameras, and WiFi locks. Enjoy al fresco
dining under the stars. A cozy, modern retreat.

Regina Bailey

Associate Broker

928.699.7069

Regina.Bailey@ProvidentAZ.com

$695 000

635 E OAKDR
2017 Cavco home with 2,234 sq ft, 4 bedrooms,
2.5 baths, and 4-car garage. Situated on 2 lots, a
redwood deck, and a natural stream, this move-
in ready home offers privacy and outdoor space.

$349,900
18005 S DIXIE LANE, 48

Magnificent 1.8-acre lot in Foxboro Ranch
Estates blends luxury with nature, offering
access to private lakes, a clubhouse, and trails.
Near Flagstaff and Sedona, utilities ready.

$299,500
125 E OAKDR

Updated home with new flooring, granite
countertops, wood-burning stove, vaulted
ceiling, split bedrooms, covered deck, storage
shed, carport, and more..

733,500
1120 E LAKE MEADOW CIR

Nestled among ponderosa pines, this renovated
home offers a fireplace, forest views, and access
to Pinewood Country Club and O'Dell Lake. Ideal
for outdoor enthusiasts.

Sonia Draper Deavin Sedillo Holly Zamora
REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR®
928.699.8621 928.679.5505 928.853.7176

Sonia@Draper-Realtor.com

928-286-9171 « cbnorthland.com

sedillo.d.r@gmail.com

holly@jbreandco.com
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Dreaming  of a Getaway‘? LN
Make it Yours with Vacation Home
Financing from Residential Mortgage

Escape to your own paradise with our portfolio Second Home Loan options, designed to bring
you closer to the vacation home you've always imagined. At Residential Mortgage, we
understand the unique needs of buying a second home. That's why our tailored financing

solutions offer competitive rates and potential savings—making your dreams of a serene
retreat more achievable and affordable.

Why Choose Our Second Home Loan?

S 7" e,

Exceptional Pricing: Expert Guidance: Tailored Solutions:
Save thousands with Our team, led by industry Whether it's a cozy cabin or a
compelitive rates veterans, ensures a smooth seaside villa, our loan options
specifically designed for and straightforward are designed to meet diverse

second homes. financing process. needs and lifestyles.

Act Now to Unlock the Door to Your Dream Vacation Home At Residential Mortgage, we're more than just lenders. We're
partners in making your dream of owning a second home a reality. Connect with us to learn how you can save thousands with

our dedicated second home pricing.

Infarmation subject to change without notice, Qualified borrowers only. This is not a commilment to lend. Please call for details. NMLS 167227,
AZ Bankers License BK-0941441. Equal Housing Lender.

Meet Your Vacation Home Financing Expert!

c tar
Ron Schlachter @ (602) 321-0662

NMLS 208600
Vice President of Sales & @ ron.s@residentialmtg.com cltﬁ I

Proud Munds Park Owner

™% 7047 E Greenway Pkwy, Suite LENDER
Contact Ron Today! 220, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 NMLS #167729




AA MEETINGS - FEEL BETTER!
Munds Park Community Church
Every Monday, 6 pm
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

MUNDS PARK COMMUNITY
CHURCH SERVICES

Services Sunday, 10:45 am
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

PINEWOOD FIRE
DEPARTMENT AUXILIARY
MEETING

The Community is Welcome!
Tuesday, October 1

6:30 pm « 475 E Pinewood Blvd

PINEWOOD FIRE DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING

Public Welcome
Tuesday, October 15

3 pm - 475 E Pinewood Blvd

PINEWOOD SANITARY
DISTRICT BOARD MEETING

Public Welcome
Thursday, October 10

3 pm ¢ 18075 Fairway Dr

MUNDS PARK TOWN HALL

All residents are encouraged to attend.

Stay informed about what’s happening

in our community—your presence and
participationare essential!

Thursday, September 19 at 6:30 pm
475 E Pinewood Blvd

NOW AVAILABLE

WINTER-ONLY SUBSCRIPTIONS
GET PINEWOOD NEWS DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR THIS WINTER!

PINEWOOD NEWS

THE GOOD LIFE, COMMUNITY & MOUNTAIN LIVING SINCE "93

8 ISSUES

MAILED TO YOUR HOME BEGINNING
OCTOBER THROUGH THE END OF APRIL!

$24°°

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

Mail Check by October 4, to ensure you get all 8 issues!
Pinewood News « PO Box 18977 « Munds Park, AZ 86017

Prefer a digital copy? Sign up to receive
Pinewood News in your inbox! Just scan the
QR code and subscribe today!

WWW.THEPINEWOODNEWS.COM

BE THEIR CHAMPION—
WHEN THEY NEED YOU MOST

A child in foster care has been through enough—new faces, new
places, and a whole lot of uncertainty. Starting school shouldn’t
add to the load. That’s where Court Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) come in. They’re more than just volunteers; theyre

the ones making sure these kids don’t fall through the cracks,
standing by their side in the classroom and the courtroom.

<

&

CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates

As CASA volunteers, you'll connect with teachers, school
administrators, and foster families, giving these children a voice
when they need it most. Charles Gray, CASA Program Manager,
sums it up: “Our volunteers help kids not just get by, but thrive in school. They make sure that
what happens in the classroom sets them up for success—now and down the road.”

No special background is required. If you're 21 or older, can pass a background check, and have
30 hours to give for training, you're already halfway there. CASA volunteers come from all walks
of life and share one thing: the desire to help a child find stability and hope.

Another way to get involved? Join the Foster Care Review Board (FCRB), where you'll review
cases once a month and make recommendations that can change the course of a child’s future.
Both programs work year-round, right here in Arizona.

Ready to step in and make a difference? Visit AZCASAVolunteer.org or AZFCRB.org to learn more.

WHEN ROAMING THE FOREST LEAVE NO TRACE: LET THE ONLY THING YOU LEAVE BEHIND, BE YOUR GRATITUDE.

SEPTEMBER 20, 2024 | 5
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Get Fresh Produce!
Every Saturday through October!

OCTOBER 14-17

PUMPKIN FEST &
CORN MAZE

The Festival That Made Us
Famous! Join us this fall for Pumpkin Fest
& Corn Maze — the grandest, most exciting,
and incredibly fun event of the entire year.
The Mortimer Farms Pumpkin Fest & Corn
Maze is a celebration for all ages, offering a
delightful array of activities that promise
unforgettable memories.

Mortimer Farms
12907 E St Rt 169, Dewey, AZ 86327

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 AT 4 PM
FREE FOR EVERYONE, BRING A FRIEND!

COME ENJOY GREAT GERMAN FOOD
MUSIC - FIRE PIT - GAMES

JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS AT
‘ MUNDS PARK COMMUNITY CHURCH

EVERY SATURDAY, 8P

Karaoke Night AT s
Come on over and hang out with frl('m ﬂﬂ‘iﬂ ;
DJ Ruben and listen to some s .'_qlc_-- @

great music. It’s also Karaoke
Night, so bring your voices and your moves!!

Pinewood Bar & Grill
65 Pinewood Blvd,
Munds Park

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5

STEP UP FOR OUR FOREST:
A LITTLE TIME, BIG IMPACT.

Join the Munds Park Trail Stewards (MUTS) for our
Annual Forest Road Trash Clean-up and make a real
difference in preserving our beautiful trails.

Date: Saturday, October 12th, @ 8:15 a.m.

Meeting Point: Pinewood (240) Trailhead—just 1/5 of a
mile past the Pinewood Boulevard cattle guard.

We'll wrap up around noon, and to thank you for your
hard work, we're serving a free lunch!

What to Bring: Sturdy walking shoes, sunblock,
weather-appropriate clothing, and, of course, a great
sense of humor! We'll provide water and all the clean-
up supplies you need.

Please RSVP by October 5th via email at
mundstrailstewards@hotmail.com.

Stay updated at mundsparktrailstewards.com

HALLOWEEN
Thunk o Theal

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26

BRING THE KIDS AND
ENJOY A SPOOKTACULAR
TRUNK OR TREAT!

The Pinewood Fire Department Auxiliary invites you
and your little ghosts and goblins to join us for a fun-
filled Halloween Trunk or Treat! This is your chance to
enjoy a safe, family-friendly event with candy, games,
crafts, and more.

When: Saturday, October 26th, 1 -3 p.m.
Where: Pinewood Country Club

Dress up, bring the kids, and celebrate the Halloween
spirit with neighbors and friends. We've got the treats,
games, and spooky surprises ready—now we just
need you! It's sure to be a fang-tastic time for the
whole family.

Let’s make this Halloween one to remember!

Event may be postponed or canceled due to
inclement weather.

AZ High Mountain

Trail Rides at-Marmon Lake

S

1 8. 0.8,
CUSTOMER
RATING!

TRIP ADVISOR \

SEASON QPENING!
MAY 1, 2024

Learn Tere
www.HighMountainTrailRides.com
(928) 354-2359

2040 Mormon Lake Rd, Mormon Lake, AZ 86038
Located just 30 minutes from Munds Park off the 240

Equal Opportunity Provider and Permittee of the U.S. Forest Service
in the Coconino National Forest, Flagstaff Ranger District

6 | SEPTEMBER 20, 2024
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LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT PROPOSITION 482:
WHY IT MATTERS THIS NOVEMBER

This November, Coconino County voters will decide on Proposition 482,
a critical measure that could shape how the County manages its finances
moving forward. Prop 482 proposes a permanent base adjustment to
the County’s expenditure limit, a cap on how much the County can
spend each year.

So, what does that mean for you? If approved, Prop 482 will allow the
County to use revenues that voters have already authorized—money that
is currently restricted by the expenditure limit set decades ago. Here’s

a breakdown:

The Backstory

In 1980, Arizona voters put a cap on spending for all cities, counties,
and towns, basing it on what each was spending in 1979-1980. For
Coconino County, that means the limit was set at $10.2 million. Since
then, the limit has been adjusted based on population growth and
inflation, but those adjustments haven't kept pace with the rising costs
of services like law enforcement, road maintenance, healthcare, and
disaster response.

Why Proposition 4827
The County’s current expenditure limit has restricted its ability to spend
voter-approved funds. For example, in 2014, about 65% of voters passed

the Road Maintenance Sales Tax (RMST) to fix roads, but fully spending
that money would push the County over its limit. Instead of delaying
projects, the County issued debt to avoid exceeding the limit—an option
that costs taxpayers more in the long run.

To date, $92 million from RMST has been invested, improving road
conditions dramatically. In 2014, 36% of County-maintained roads were
in poor or very poor condition. Today, that’s down to just 3%.

What’s at Stake?

Prop 482 doesn’t raise your taxes. It simply raises the base limit,
allowing the County to spend the money it already has, rather than
relying on debt. As the County grows and technology evolves, expenses
continue to rise, and the original limit from 1980 doesn’t account for
new demands—especially with the increase in tourism, which adds
pressure on services like road maintenance and search and rescue.

Want to Learn More?

For more details, including FAQs, timelines, and videos, visit www.
coconino.az.gov/prop482. You can also send your specific questions to
prop482@coconino.az.gov.

Stay informed and make your voice heard this November!

Local Highlights Continued on page 9

Prop 482 is on the Ballot this
November - Get the Facts!

Prop. 482 asks voters to consider a permanent adjustment
to Coconino County’s expenditure limit base.

What'’s that?

In 1980, Arizona voters approved an annual expenditure
limit on counties, cities and schools. The expenditure limit
is calculated using an expenditure base. The
expenditure base was set using the County’s actual
expenditures from 1979-1980.

Why an adjustment now?

The expenditure base established 44 years ago creates
challenges for meeting modern service demands.

The expenditure limit now limits the County from using
revenues already approved by voters, which impacts
vital services like road

maintenance and projects,
the Sheriff’s Office, health and
human services, and more.

Get the Facts—It's NOT a Tax.

Prop 482 does NOT raise property taxes or other Coconino
County taxes. It only adjusts the expenditure base to allow
the County to expend revenues already approved by voters.
Adjusting the expenditure base does not allow the County to
spend more revenues than it receives.

Coconino County is Not Alone.

Four Arizona Counties—including Navajo and Apache
County—have already adjusted their expenditure base.
44 of 91 Arizona cities—including Flagstaff—have done
the same.

Learn more: coconino.az.gov/prop482
Questions? Email us: prop482@coconino.az.gov

WHEN ROAMING THE FOREST LEAVE NO TRACE: LET THE ONLY THING YOU LEAVE BEHIND, BE YOUR GRATITUDE.
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$480,000

265 E FAIRLANE ROAD
Charming 3-bed, 2-bath 1991 Cavco home
on two lots. Upgrades include a renovated
kitchen with new cabinets, countertops, and
appliances, along with upgraded baths, new
windows, and fresh paint. Exterior features
a pergola, fenced yard, sheds, and covered
porches on both sides. The yard is beautifully
landscaped with artificial grass, trees, and
pavers. Additional improvements include a

new hot water heater, updated plumbing, and
an A/C unitin one shed. Ready to move in!

CALL DEBI BRIGHT

$229,000

405 E OAK DRIVE

This is a two bedroom, 1.5 bath with brand
new carpet, newer dishwasher and garbage
disposal. Also a newer roof. All electric split
floor plan, open kitchen. Property is ready for
your occupancy. Covered and exposed front
deck for those cool summer days. Carport
with an entrance right into the utility room.

A couple of sheds off the backside..

CALL DEBI BRIGHT

$440,000
17060 S PENGUIN

Meticulously cared for 3-bedroom, 2-bath
home with a large front porch, extended

by 3 feet, and a walkway porch leading to a
covered back porch. Features include a large
shed, fenced backyard, new flooring in the
kitchen, hall, dining, and living rooms, and
an extra-large lot. The airy primary bedroom
has two closets, and the spacious bath offers
dual sinks, a soaking tub, and a separate
shower. Plenty of space for additional sheds
oragarage.

CALL DEBI BRIGHT

$615,000
475 E HILLSIDE DRIVE

Beautiful flat corner lot over 10,000 sq. ft.
with a gazebo and concrete circular driveway.
This cozy cottage-style cabin features a
white tongue and groove ceiling and a large
covered front porch. The main floor includes
a welcoming living room with a fireplace,
dining area, open kitchen, bath with new
shower, and a primary bedroom. A large
utility room leads to a 2-car garage. Upstairs,
two spacious bedrooms. Central propane
heat and portable A/C complete the home.

CALL DEBI BRIGHT

$769,000

$674,900

$699,900 $1 99, 900

190 BISON DRIVE 1385 BIG BEAR TRAIL 17149 IRON SPRINGS RD 1325 E JAGUAR LANE
Under contract in less than 24 hours. Sold for  Fully furnished and tastefully decorated, Under contract for full price, first day on the Large concrete drive leads to an oversized
full price. Contract to close in just 18 days.|  this turn-key chalet in the desirable “Animal market, contract to close in just 9 days. | can single-car garage. Sit on the covered deck

can sell yours too. Hill” area offers 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,

and a large bonus room. The cozy living

CALL ELIZABETH HAUSMAN space features a stone fireplace, rustic wood
banisters, and knotty pine doors, adding
mountain charm. The kitchen boasts wood
cabinets, stainless appliances, and ample
space for cooking. The large upstairs bonus
room is perfect for a bunk room, office, or
game room. Just bring your essentials and
enjoy your mountain retreat!

CALL ELIZABETH HAUSMAN

sell yours too!
huge living room, dining room, and kitchen.

CALL ELIZABETH HAUSMAN Woodburning stove. Kitchen is all electric
with an extra-large island. Back door leads
to the shed. Down the hall to the primary
bedroom with its own bath. Another primary
bedroom with its own bath and a bedroom
with walk-in closet. Upstairs addition with its
own balcony. Family room is large enough
for a pool table and seating. Up two steps to
the sleeping area and a half bath. Plenty of
parking. Oversized lot with trees.

CALL DEBI BRIGHT

and enjoy the grass. Open the front door to a

DEBI BRIGHT

Managing Broker / Realtor®
928.699.7703 CELL
BrightDebi@gmail.com

ELIZABETH HAUSMAN
Realtor®

623.570.3076 CELL
EHausmanAZ@gmail.com

RE/MAX Pinewood

15 W Pinewood Blvd
PO Box 17218

Munds Park, AZ 86017  [R ol -




LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS

Continued from page 7

MUNDS PARK TO GET NEW \/OTE
EV CHARGING STATIONS WITH T A M MY
FEDERAL FUNDING
ONTIVE S
<«

COCONINO COUNTY
DISTRICT 3 SUPERVISOR

WWW.VOTETAMMYO0.COM

Paid for by Tammy Ontiveros District 3 Supervisor

Munds Park is poised to receive new electric vehicle (EV)

charging stations, strategically located between Kota’s Coffee =
and the Munds Park Community Church. These installations &
are part of a broader initiative by the Arizona Department - 5
of Transportation (ADOT) to expand Arizona’s
EV infrastructure. The Shuster family, known for
owning Chevron, the Kota’s and Agee’s
buildings, as well as other commercial
properties in Munds Park, will own the
new charging facilities.

The plan includes installing 8 fast charging stations. These stations This ad is sponsored by the Pinewood News.
are to be developed by Red E Charge, and the project is budgeted at
approximately $794,041, largely financed by taxpayers.

ADOT'’s recent announcement marks the initiation of a statewide effort
to fill critical gaps in the EV charging network along major interstate
routes such as I-10, I-8, I-40, I-17, and I-19. This development is
intended to reduce range anxiety and promote the adoption of electric
vehicles as a viable alternative to gasoline-powered cars.

Funded through the National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure program
(NEVI), which allocates $5 billion nationwide and $76.5 million to
Arizona, the project aims to place stations no more than 50 miles apart.
Each location will be equipped with at least four fast chargers capable of
recharging an EV in less than 30 minutes.

) : : . : , PROTECT YOUR HOME
While the upcoming EV charging stations will be privately owned by WITH ELDEN GUTTERS

the Shuster family, 80% of the construction costs are subsidized by

federal funds, with the remaining 20% provided by private investments.

This financial arrangement highlights a significant public investment

in infrastructure that will ultimately yield private profits. ADOT plans

to monitor these investments to guide future expansions and support

Arizona’s transition to electric vehicles more effectively. For a FREE estimate, contact Dan

928-699-9277 or eldengutters@outlook.com
eldengutters.com

Licensed, Insured & Bonded

Professional seamless gutter and leaf filter installation,
along with gutter cleanout services, are offered
across Northern Arizona.

Experience high quality, hometown care.

Nancy Shelton

Associate Broker

928-856-0152
NancySheltonRealtor@gmail.com 1 7680 S, M usta ng Rd .

3/2 cabin with a garage! Open floor-plan, updated, and beautifully
decorated. Open kitchen has a breakfast bar and a separate dining
area. Cozy and comfortable living area with a gas fireplace. Main floor

e e e primary bedroom and bath and two more bedrooms upstairs.
'YONEC JIF Lots of outdoor living space with a fenced yard, plenty of parking
UNTAIN D =Rl and comes fully furnished too!

property details
and photos.

Ba

WHEN ROAMING THE FOREST LEAVE NO TRACE: LET THE ONLY THING YOU LEAVE BEHIND, BE YOUR GRATITUDE. SEPTEMBER 20, 2024 | 9
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WORD SEARCH DESIGN TO RENOVATION
Created by Paul Mason « Solution Page 38 & NEW CON STRUCTION
P | L G R | M Q S Q U A S H R - Not a handyman service -
UGOURDS SDURSWEFOG
MAI ZERUEMI SLCBH
PPBFOOTBALLNETEDO
KSELLWOODSSTUTES
| ROC I EBARNOWLTT s
NCHEATERRAI NNGSS After
BHOWBNTCROPSAIY
SOOUBOSLEAVESAS
OROFGNEJTLFVHRDO
CKMTMHEALDT SEAU
KTMUSCEACWDDTKP _
SATUIHFFAOITRETE Serving Ph:\jnlx&FI:’gsltaf:.& Munds Park
YUBPWCOLDCRNGXW ence Tatentine
AVSCARFUZPSNDDD 602-614-6146
Wende@BossLadyRed.com - BossLadyRed.com
Acorn Crow Maize Soup ROC #326382
Autumn Fall Nuts Spice
Barn owl Feast Pecans Squash
Beets Fleece Pilgrim Stew
Boots Flu Pumpkin Tree
Bushel Fog Quilt Wheat
Cider Football Rain Wind
Clouds Ghost Rake Woods
Cold Gourd Scarf Yam
Colors Hay Season
Cough Heater Sleet
Crops Leaves Socks

SERVICE & REPAIR

928-326-3195
CALL NOW!

At Big’'s RV Service, we prioritize providing excellent
RV service and maintenance to guarantee worry-free
journeys in your home on wheels.

| Our services: Our qualifications:

+ Safety inspections » Experienced RV Technician

* Routine maintenance = Fast, Reliable, Mobile Service

* Repairs & upgrades Competitive Prices

+ Appliance checks =+ Dedicated to Your Satisfaction
+« Winterization/De-winterization « Certified RVTAA, Mobile, &

+ And more Insured




HOMEMADE & WONDERFUL

DUTCH OVEN PEACH COBBLER
A Sweet Treat by the Campfire & Under the Stars

By Margaret Ivey

There’s something about a dark sky that
stirs the soul. In a world full of busy
streets and glowing screens, we often
forget the quiet beauty that exists right
above us. But here in Northern Arizona,
the stars remind us of the things that
truly matter—things like time, connection,
and the simple joy of sharing

a meal.

I invite you to step outside. Leave the
lights behind, let the night wrap around
you, and gaze upward. The stars will be
there, waiting, as they’ve always been.
And while you're at it, why not bring
along a dish that’s stood the test of time,
just like those stars? Dutch Oven Peach
Cobbler—made with fresh, ripe peaches,
a touch of cinnamon, and baked slowly
over an open flame. There’s a reason this
recipe has been passed down through
generations. It’s more than just a dessert;
it’s a reminder of the simple moments that
bring us together.

The origins of peach cobbler are humble.
In the early days, families and pioneers
would gather around the fire, making do
with what they had. Fresh fruit wasn’t
always available, but when summer
brought in its bounty, peaches were

mingling with the warmth of cinnamon and a
simple batter.

This isn’t some quick-fix dish made from a

box. No, this is the real thing. Fresh peaches,
tossed in sugar and cinnamon, layered beneath
a soft, buttery biscuit topping. A little patience

is required—good things take time—but as the
fire crackles and the scent of peaches fills the air,
you’ll know it’s worth the wait.

But it’s not just the cobbler we’re here to
celebrate. It’s the sky above, the dark sky that
we're lucky to still have in our area. Many
people live their entire lives without seeing
stars as bright as these, without knowing the
quiet comfort they bring. So tonight, honor that
gift. Turn off the porch lights, step away from
the distractions, and take in the wonder that
surrounds you. The stars, like the cobbler, offer
us a reminder—of simplicity, of patience, of the
sweet things that come when we slow down and
savor what’s in front of us.

As you sit with loved ones, spooning warm peach
cobbler onto your plate, know that this moment
echoes the gatherings of those who came before
us—families huddled around fires, under these
very stars, sharing stories and meals. The world
may have changed, but the stars above and the
joy of sharing good food remain timeless.

Let the stars light your table, the smell of peaches and cinnamon remind
you of life’s simple pleasures, and the dark sky above draw you into a
connection to something greater than ourselves.

treated like gold. They were sliced, sweetened, and tucked into
a Dutch oven, where they'd slowly bubble and bake, their juices

Continued on page 12

Specialty Coffees & Teas
House Made Pastries
Breakfast Bagels
Belgian Waffles
Sandwiches
Salads & More

KOTA’S

COFFEE HOUSE

SERVING
Thursday - Tuesday, 7am-2pm

CLOSED: Wednesdays

(928) 286-2331

17680 S. Munds Ranch Rd.
Munds Park, AZ 86017

WHEN ROAMING THE FOREST LEAVE NO TRACE: LET THE ONLY THING YOU LEAVE BEHIND, BE YOUR GRATITUDE. SEPTEMBER 20, 2024 | 11



HOMEMADE & WONDERFUL

Continued from page 11

Ingredients

The Filling

6 tablespoons unsalted butter

3 pounds ripe peaches about 5-6 large or 8-9 small/medium peaches
1/3 cup honey

2 tablespoons cornstarch

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1/2 teaspoon ground ginger

The Topping

3/4 cup granulated sugar

/3 cup white whole wheat flour
/3 cup all purpose flour

2 teaspoons baking powder

1/2 teaspoon kosher salt

/2 cup milk

Insturctions

1.

If baking in the oven, preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (See recipe
notes to if cooking this cobbler over a campfire.) Place the butter in
the bottom of a 10-inch dutch oven or a 3-quart baking dish with

high sides. Once the butter is melted, remove the dish from the oven.

To quickly and easily peel the peaches: Bring a very large pot with
enough water to cover the peaches to a boil. While the water comes
to a boil, prepare an ice bath by placing a handful of ice cubes in

a large bowl and then filling it with cold water. Once the water is
boiling, with a slotted spoon or tongs to protect your fingers, gently
lower the peaches into the water. Add the peaches in two batches
so that the water temperature does not rapidly drop. Boil for 1
minute. Remove peaches from the pot and plunge into the ice bath
to stop the cooking. The skins can now be easily slipped off with
your fingers. Cut peaches into 1/3-ish inch wide slices, then place
the slices into a large mixing bowl. If you prefer, you can peel the
peaches with a vegetable peeler.

STAY GOOL WITH CONFIDENCGE!
Our HVAC heroes are here to help:

3. Ifyou don’t have access to fresh peaches, be sure to purchase the
best canned peaches available and drain the juice before using.

4. To the bowl with the peaches, add the honey, cornstarch, vanilla
extract, cinnamon, and ginger. Stir gently to combine. Set aside.

5. In a separate bowl, prepare the topping. Whisk together the sugar,
white whole wheat flour, all purpose flour, baking powder, and salt.
Add the milk, and whisk to combine. Gently pour the batter over the
melted butter. DO NOT STIR. Now, carefully spoon the fruit and
any juices that have collected in the bottom of the bowl on top of the
batter. Again, DO NOT STIR.

6. Bake for 50 to 60 minutes, until the topping is deep golden at the
edges and a toothpick inserted in the middle of the topping (not
the peach filling) comes out clean. The topping will rise above the
peaches, puff up, and turn golden so that you have a cake with fruit
beneath. Serve the cobbler warm with whipped cream, a scoop of ice
cream, or our family favorite: a pour of heavy cream.

Instructions for Campfire

Preheat 45 charcoal briquettes until white and glowing. Lightly butter
the inside of a camp dutch oven—do not melt the butter inside of it.
Prepare the fruit filling as directed. In a separate bowl, stir together the
topping ingredients as directed. After adding the milk, stir in the melted
butter. Spoon the fruit into the bottom of the dutch oven, along with any
juices. Slowly pour the batter over the top. DO NOT STIR.

To Cook: Cover the dutch oven with its lid. Place 15 hot charcoal
briquettes together (they will be covered with ash) and set dutch oven
over them. Using tongs, place the remaining 30 briquettes on the dutch
oven lid. (This number and placement is necessary for the dutch oven

to reach 350 degrees F.) After 10 minutes, rotate the dutch oven over
the coals clockwise and the lid over the dutch oven counter clockwise

to promote even cooking. Check after 20 minutes, cobbler is done when
the topping is golden brown and the fruit juices are bubbling. Continue
cooking as needed—about 35 to 45 minutes or so total—the time

will vary based on the exact temperature of your coals, so trust your
judgement and adjust the time as needed. The cake will rise higher than
it does with the oven method, because the fruit starts underneath the
cobbler batter instead of on top of it, and thus doesn’t weigh it down.
This is to keep the fire from burning the batter before it has a chance to
rise. It will taste just as fabulous. Be careful when checking for doneness
so that you don’t let any ashes drop onto the cobbler. Enjoy hot with all
the fixings.

4.9
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RATING!
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v' Expert AC installations & repairs.

v Routine maintenance for optimal performance.

v Advanced heat pump systems for extreme conditions.

FISGOR

Heating and Gooling
“We'rne Here For You'

Trust us to ensure your home’s comfort.
Contact us for fast, reliable service.

CALL 928-300-4002 TODAY

HOURS: Monday - Friday 7am-4pm
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THE PINEWOOD NEWS
CARVE & CREATE:

e Greal LPunpkin Challenge!

Calling all pumpkin carvers and fall enthusiasts! Whether you're here to carve
your masterpiece, pick up some seasonal blooms from Warner’s Nursery, or savor
delicious treats from Kota's Coffee, there’s something for everyone!

Pumpkin Carving Contest Details:

= ‘Lil’ Pumpkins (11 and under): Get creative with paint, stickers, and crafts! Fun
prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place!

Jack-O-Lantern Juniors (12-17): Show off your carving skills in a friendly
competition! Cash prizes — $100 for 1st, $75 for 2nd, $25 for 3rd!

Master Carvers (18 & up): Compete for glory and great prizes! Cash Prizes —
$150 for 1st, $100 for 2nd, $75 for 3rd.

And that’s not all...
Autumn Essentials: Discover the best pumpkins and fall plants and flowers for
sale from Warner’s Nursery right here in Munds Park!

Delicious Treats: Enjoy freshly brewed coffee and pastries from Kota's Coffee.
Warm up with a cup and savor a tasty treat while you carve!

Get ready to carve, create, and celebrate the season! Mark your calendar and join P l N EWOOD N Ews

us for a fun-filled day of autumn festivities! THE 600D LIFE, COMMUMITY & MOUNTAIN LIVING SINCE 93
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED to participate. You can sign up here: 8
www.thepinewoodnews.com/registration @ @

Saturday, October 5 from 10 am - 2 pm KOTA!S WARNER'S
. o q NURSERY
18 W Pinewood Blvd, Munds Park (Parking at the old Martino’s Resturant) : wew

LIST WITH CONFIDENCE, SELL WITH SUCCESS!

$900,000
1287 E Raintree Road

This beautifully remodeled multi-level home is situated in one of

the most sought-after neighborhoods of Munds Park. Boasting ;
three bedrooms and two baths, the property includes two
additional bonus rooms, perfect for various uses. The expansive
windows provide stunning views, complementing the open-

Lorraine De La Cruz concept kitchen and great room. Warm and inviting, the home
Your local Munds Park Specialist features two wood-burning stoves, adding both ambiance and FALTYONEGROL

1 Sy
5 S

602-295-5827 comfort. A standout feature is the spacious game room on the \_4 OUNTAIN | _J [_ 5 E H T
www.delacruzsells.com lower level, making this home an absolute must-see! R =
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Get your cabin fall-ready with CertaPro! cer,apro Pa"','ers |
Serving Munds Park with 10% Off _
Your Next Painting Project*. k & ok ok K .’.

Rejuvenate your space with our expert touch. 928-779-3746
*Offer applies to your residential painting project of $2,500 or more. Must be presented at FREE ESTIMATES EXTERIOR INTERIOR
time of estimate. Not valid with other offers. Not valid on current estimates or proposals. CERTAPRO.COM
Expires 12/31/2024
ROC #158334
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Ra.pid All Work Preformed by A Munds Park Resident!

BI in ds Hi neighbors, | bring Phoenix service and pricing to  “Excellent quality product, Rapid Blinds was professional

Munds! Looking forward to meeting you. and efficient, we highly recommend.”
- & g‘ll.lttEI'S- — Dan, Munds Park Resident — John & Stephanie K., Munds Park Residents
www.rapidblinds.com
602-843-5572 NO MONEY DOWN! Up to 4 years FREE financing!

Office visits by appointment only. 1515 W. Deer Valley Rd A107, Phoenix, AZ. Rapid Blinds & Shutters LLC. Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC# 168592 *Subject to approved credit. Prices subject to change without notice.
Must present ad at time of sale. Offers may not be combined. Offers are redeemable at time of estimate only. Offers apply to new orders only. Restrictions apply. Expires XX/XX/24
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GARDENS IN THE PARK

YOUR PUMPKIN CARVING GUIDE

Carving pumpkins is a beloved tradition, and a staple of many
households when Halloween approaches. It lends itself to all skill levels
and is a fun way to embrace the spirit of the season. Whether youre

a beginner or a seasoned
pumpkin carver, this guide will
walk you through the essential
steps and techniques to create
a stunning jack-o’-lantern.

And you can put those skills to
good use during The Pinewood
News Great Pumpkin
Challenge on Saturday, October
5th from 10 am to 2 pm. We’ll
be there with pumpkins and
autumn blooms for sale (just
look for our Warner’s Wagon).
Details on the contest are at
the end of this article.

The first step in carving a
pumpkin starts right at the
pumpkin patch when you pick
the right one for your design.
You’'ll want one that has a
sturdy stem and a smooth,
even surface. Avoid pumpkins
with soft spots, as these are signs of decay.

You'll want a pumpkin that matches the size and complexity of your
design; typically the more intricate the design, the bigger pumpkin you'll

want. Also keep in mind the bottom of your pumpkin - those with a flatter

bottom will be a little more stable, which makes them easier to carve.

Before you start with your grand pumpkin design, make sure you have
the right tools available. Basic tools include a serrated knife for cutting
the top off the pumpkin, a large spoon or scoop for removing the seeds
and pulp, and a small, sharp paring knife for detailed work. However,
for more intricate designs, specialized pumpkin carving kits are widely
available and typically include tools like saws, pokers, and sculpting
tools. These kits can make the process easier and safer, especially for
those who are new to carving.

Once you've selected your pumpkin and gathered your tools, it’s time
to prepare the pumpkin for carving. Start by cutting a hole in the top
around the stem. The hole should be large enough for your hand and a
scoop to fit inside. Angle the knife inward as you cut to create a lid that
won't fall inside. (You can also cut the bottom off instead of the top, or
cut a hole in the back and replace the piece when you are done.)

Next, remove the lid and scoop out the seeds and pulp. Be thorough
in cleaning out the inside of the pumpkin, as any remaining pulp can
hasten decay.

Now comes the fun part: designing your jack-o’-lantern. If you're a
beginner, it’s wise to start with a simple design, such as a classic face
with triangle eyes and a jagged mouth. For more advanced carvers,
the possibilities are endless. You can create intricate patterns, spooky
scenes, or even portraits.

You can either freehand your design or use a stencil; in fact there are
many free stencils available on the internet. If using a stencil, tape it
to the pumpkin and use a poking tool or pin to outline the design by
poking small holes along the lines. (Note: designs for the Pinewood
News pumpkin carving contest cannot be made from a stencil).

With your design in place, it’s time to start carving. Begin by making
shallow cuts along your design, then gradually deepen them. Take your
time and use a gentle sawing motion, especially around tight corners
or intricate details. For safety,
always carve away from
yourself and keep your hands
dry to avoid slipping. If you
make a mistake, don’t worry;
you can use toothpicks to
reattach pieces.

Once youre done, preserve
your pumpkin. Pumpkins
naturally begin to decay once
they’ve been carved, but there
are ways to slow this process.
For example, you can apply
petroleum jelly to the cut edges
to seal in moisture. You can
also spray your jack-o’-lantern
a mixture of water and bleach
(about one tablespoon of
bleach per quart of water) to
deter mold.

Now comes the finishing touch

- lighting your jack-o’-lantern.
The traditional light source is candles, but you can also use battery-
operated candles or LED lights, which are safer alternatives. Place the
light source inside the pumpkin, replace the lid, and watch as your
design comes to life with a spooky glow.

We hope to see you at the Great Pumpkin Challenge on October 5th. The
event will be at 18 W. Pinewood Blvd. in Munds Park. We’ll have three
categories of challenges, all of which need to be done freehand

(no stencils):

» ‘Lil’ Pumpkins (11 years old and younger) will create their pumpkins
without carving tools and instead decorate with paint, stickers, and
crafts. Fun prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners.

» Jack-O’-Lantern Juniors (12 to 17 years old) can show off their talents
and win prizes up to $100.

» Master Carvers (18 and older) can compete for the grand prize
of $150.

Register for the Great Pumpkin Challege at
www.ThePinewoodNews.com!

Happy Halloween from Warner’s Nursery!

GARDEN'’S IN THE PARK
Sponsored by

WARNER’S
NURSERY

ES5T 1970
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STEVE CRAIG CUSTOM PAINTING &
CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Junk Remaval

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED TRAS H PRO B LE M?
Forget about it!

Painting
Cabins / Decks
Custom Remodels
Epoxy Floor Coatings
.. General Construction

LOCAL. AFFORDABLE. LICENSED. FREE QUOTES.

Junk Removal * Dumpster Rental
Trash & Recycling Bin Assistance

Contact us with your unique project today!

(480) 532-3084

Orders@azgoodfellas.com
www.azgoodfellas.com o

veCraig

wsronlmnrmlslc:onsrmmmn TS

& 928-646-0313

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

5 STAR CUSTOMER RATING! % % % % %

MONSOONS ARE ON THE WAY

Beat the monsoon rush and book your FREE INSPECTION today!

S

% % % X X ~ -
LR TING ELEVATED
R F | N

Google

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING SERVICES
Specializing in all Types of Roofing Installation & Repairs

Metal ¢ Shingle ¢ Tile ¢ Metal Siding ¢ TPO
Metal Fascia Wrap ¢ Metal Soffits ¢ Metal Patio Lids

Integrity & Experience Ensure Excellence

Our expert team is available 7-days a week,
365-days a year to attend to your roofing needs.

SERVING ALL OF NORTHERN ARIZONA

(928) 301-6301

www.elevatedroof.com ﬁCerl:ified

L by
ROC311899 e Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured
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SHAKEN & STIRRED IN PINEWOOD

The Cocktail Connoisseur’s Corner

A TOAST TO AUTUMN’S BOUNTY
Bourbon & Spiced Pear Smash

By Dick Trudeau

There’s something about

this time of year that makes
you look around and take
stock. The days are getting
shorter, the air cooler, and the
land begins to shift, settling
into the quiet rhythm of
autumn. Survival once meant
creativity—especially when it
came to preserving the bounty
of the land. It wasn’t just about
gathering what you could; it
was about using every last bit
of it, knowing that what you
saved today could see you through the long, cold months ahead.

T 3
[ - — -

For generations, the land has provided, but it’s never been about
abundance. It’s been about knowing how to make something from

the simplest of offerings. When the pears ripen, theyre picked not for
decoration but for a purpose. Theyre simmered slowly into syrup, not
because anyone’s trying to be fancy, but because it’s what you do when
you understand that nothing should go to waste.

As the season winds down, there’s a satisfaction in knowing you’ve made
good use of what’s around. It’s not about stockpiling wealth—it’s about
living well with what the land offers and taking nothing for granted.

The warm glow of the autumn sun fades earlier each day, but there’s
comfort in that too, in the way life begins to slow down. You look out
over the fields, the trees, the fading leaves, and feel that quiet sense

of accomplishment that comes from having done enough—enough
gathering, enough preparing, enough living in step with the world
around you.

And then comes the time to sit back. You take that pear syrup, a little
cinnamon, and you stir it into a good, strong bourbon. The Bourbon &

‘..-

HE ) ) A “‘h
WELLNESS BENLER

r
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Spiced Pear Smash is more than just a drink—it’s the embodiment of
the season. It’s a reminder that you don’t need much to live well. You
just need to appreciate what’s in front of you, to let the simplicity of the
moment sink in as you take that first sip. The warmth of the bourbon
blends with the sweetness of the pear, the spice of cinnamon lingers on
your tongue, and for a moment, everything feels just right.

This is the time of year for reflection. A time to acknowledge that the
land has provided again, that you've taken care to use its gifts well,
and that there’s a certain peace in knowing you’re ready for whatever
comes next. As the year begins its slow close, there’s no need for grand
gestures. Just a good drink, a quiet evening, and the satisfaction of
knowing you've made the most of the season.

Ingredients Pear Syrup

* 20z Bourbon » 1ripe pear, diced
* 1/2 oz Fresh lemon juice * 1/2 cup sugar

» 10z Pear syrup (recipe below) * 1/2 cup water

* Dash of cinnamon * 1cinnamon stick

* Dash of ground nutmeg
» Fresh pear slices, for garnish
= Jce

The Method

Make the Pear Syrup: In a small saucepan, combine the diced pear,
sugar, water, and cinnamon stick. Bring to a boil, then reduce to a
simmer for 10-15 minutes, until the pear softens. Remove from heat and
let cool. Strain the syrup into a jar.

Make the Cocktail: In a shaker, combine the bourbon, lemon juice, pear
syrup, a dash of cinnamon, and nutmeg. Add ice and shake well.

Serve: Strain into a glass over ice. Garnish with fresh pear slices and a
dash of nutmeg on top.

'

IN BUD WE TRUST

Herbal Wellness Center is a full-service marijuana dispensary
for both medical and recreational use.

A convenient stop when heading north or back to the Valley.
Located just 3.9 miles off the Deer Valley exit.

OPEN: 7-days a week, 8 am -10 pm « 1720 E Deer Valley Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85024 . www.HerbalWellnessCenter.com

CODE “PINEWOOD15” FOR 15% OFF $100 PURCHASE!
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Lucky Penny Insurance

Goosehead Insurance

PROTECTING W
YOUR HOME

JUST GOT

EASIER!

Sy e

Trust us with challenging
insurance needs for wildfire
areas, flood zones, aging roofs,
and manufactured homes!

Insuring homes in Northern Arizona is no
easy task, but we've got you covered with

Pt ot
¥

carriers. Together, we'll explore a wide range
of tailored options that fit your budget and
needs. Secure your peace of mind today
and call Lucky Penny Insurance!

&)

TNT TNT

TNT LAND SERVICES

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED!

Featured Services:
-Pine Needle Removal
-Snow Removal
And More

For a complete list of services, visit our website
at www.tntlandservices.com. You may also call
us at (602) 339-4689 or email
tnt.landservicesaz@gmail.com

April Plonski

an extensive network of over 40 insurance Munds Park Resident Since 1990

(602) 922-9956

april.plonski@goosehead.com
www.MundsParklnsurance.com

*****
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WE OFFER |
PROFESSIONAL...

v WINDOW CLEANING
v PRESSURE WASHING
v GUTTER CLEANING

DON'T WAIT! Appointments fill fast
during May & June so book now!

[~

FOR FAST & CONVENIENT SCHEDULING
book on-line at PineCountryWindows.com

928-527-0671
PINE COUNTRY

-

WINDOW CLEANING
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TRAVEL

AUTUMN STAR GAZING & LEAF-PEEPING TIPS
1

By Unstoppable Stacey Wittig

September 22 marks the first day of autumn, which brings opportunities
for two of my favorite fall activities: stargazing and leaf-peeping fall
colors in Flagstaff.

The world is a carousel of color around northern Arizona in the coming
weeks. Aspen leaves are starting to change in the high country and

will reach full splendor by mid-October. For the past twenty years, I've
marked my calendar on October 14 for a hike through the aspens near
Arizona Snowbowl. You could do the same to view fall colors in Flagstaff.

Go for the Gold: Aspen Corner

Start walking at Aspen Corner, a 6.5-mile drive up Snowbowl Road from
Highway 180. From there, hike or bike north on the Arizona Trail to
Bismarck Lake for a nine-mile roundtrip.

Alternatively, capture Instagrammable shots of the golden spectacle at

Color on the Peaks | UNSTOPPABLE Stacey photo

Photo by Manouchehr Hejazi on Unsplash

Aspen Corner and then continue driving up to Snowbowl for enjoyable
scenic gondola rides. UNSTOPPABLE tip: save when you buy online and
in advance. Through the end of September, all adult Scenic Gondola
tickets come with a $10 resort credit when you purchase online. www.
snowbowl.ski

Leafers Love Lockett Meadow

Another favorite for bursts of fall colors in Flagstaff is Lockett Meadow.
However, FR 552, Lockett Meadow Road, is closed to motorized traffic
due to the Pipeline Fire Closure. But it’s open to non-motorized traffic.
That means you can walk or mountain bike a six-mile roundtrip trail to
get to the campsite and Inner Basin Loop trailhead. Enjoy the sound of
the quaking Aspen leaves with a picnic lunch if you've brought one. Or
walk the 3.4-mile Inner Basin Loop Trail with the golden glow overhead.
Continued on page 26

. Lorraine De La Cruz

Your local Munds Park Specialist

602-295-5827

www.delacruzsells.com

$495,000
1305 E. Wildcat Dr.

Charming A-Frame nestled on a lush, tree-filled corner lot. This
pristine one bedroom, with a loft that can sleep three or more,
is packed with features including hickory cabinets, vinyl plank
flooring, a wrap-around deck, a fenced backyard, and more.
This is the perfect retreat!
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By Sandee Caviness

Genna and I have a neighbor who has transformed his
backyard into an astronomer’s dream, complete with three
large observatory domes. Naturally, moving from one Dark Sky
community to another, our curiosity was piqued.

We spotted him mowing his lawn and couldn’t resist pulling
over to chat. Imagine our surprise when we learned that our
neighbor is none other than Ralph Nye, a name synonymous
with innovation and precision at Lowell Observatory. Ralph is
renowned for his technical skills, having played a pivotal role in
designing, maintaining, and upgrading some of the observatory’s
most important telescopes and equipment for over 40 years.

His work has helped keep Lowell at the cutting edge of
astronomical research.

As for those observatory domes in his backyard? Those
are Ralph’s hobby telescopes. Yes, you read that right—
these incredible instruments Ralph refurbished from
Lowell Observatory. To say they’re impressive would be an
understatement!

After a brief chat that day, I knew there was so much more to
learn. I asked Ralph if he would be open to an interview, and he
graciously invited us back.

Ralph and I settled into his kitchen, a space he crafted with
his own hands, enveloped by the history he’s woven into both
the structure and his many telescopes. His clear blue eyes

and fit frame might remind one of a classic figure, perhaps
Paul Newman. I suspect mentioning this might embarrass
Ralph, given his humble nature, but it’s undeniable—there’s an
understated charm about him. Yet, it’s not solely his appearance
that captures attention; it’s the enthusiasm in his voice when
he speaks about the cosmos. Ralph’s passion for astronomy

is palpable, more than just a professional pursuit—it’s a deep,
enduring love affair with the night sky.

As T asked him what had sparked this lifelong interest in the
stars, he leaned back and smiled. “My fascination with stars
began when I was about ten,” he began. “It started with rocks. I
used to go out looking for rocks and fossils—rock trips, we called
them. One night, out in the California desert with my family, an
amateur astronomer had set up a telescope and invited me to
take a look. I saw Saturn—the ring planet.” Ralph paused as if
transported back to that moment. “It was the first time I saw a
planet. The rings surrounding it, glowing against the black sky,
blew me away. That was all it took. I was hooked.”

It was a simple moment, but it changed Ralph’s life, sparking

a lifelong love of the cosmos. When he returned home, Ralph
devoured books on astronomy and began building his own
telescopes with the help of his father. “Back then, telescopes

were too expensive to buy, so you had to make your own,” Ralph
explained. Using a piece of glass, a ceramic tool, and different
grades of carborundum, he spent countless hours grinding and
polishing by hand, fine-tuning his telescope to perfection. “I still
have the original book that taught me how to build it—an issue of
Popular Mechanics,” he recalled.

In the bustling workshop of Cave Optical in Long Beach,
California, Ralph Nye found more than just a community of
telescope makers—he discovered mentors who would shape his
path in astronomy. These artisans, steeped in the tradition of
precision and craftsmanship, introduced Ralph to the Los Angeles
Astronomical Society, a nexus for like-minded stargazers.

Ralph’s life took a tender turn when he chose to sell his hand-

A LIFETIME IN THE STARS

Ralph Nye’s Visionary Work at Lowell Observatory

The 1907 Brashear Telescope, once a cornerstone of early 20th-century astronomy,
captured in its original glory.

crafted telescope to purchase an engagement ring—a testament
to his commitment. However, the sacrifice did not go unnoticed
by his wife, who saw his eyes linger on the night sky. Sensing his

longing, she encouraged him to rekindle his passion for the stars.

Leveraging his position at an oil tool company, Ralph gained
access to sophisticated machining equipment, a far cry from
his early, more rudimentary setups. Under the guidance of his
military-honed skills as a machinist and personal drive,

he embarked on a meticulous three-year endeavor to build a
new telescope.

This project culminated in a stunning creation that not only
restored his connection to the cosmos but also earned him a
feature in Sky and Telescope Magazine. That’s a big deal in the
world of the cosmos.

Over fifty years ago, Ralph and his wife left the coast of
California for the high desert of Rimrock, Arizona. They settled
on a plot of land his wife had purchased when she was just 17—a
bold move for someone so young. With no formal ownership

The 1907 Brashear Telescope, once reduced to a pile of rust and disrepair
after years of neglect and exposure to harsh elements.

-

A Return to Grandeur: The 1907 Brashear Telescope, meticulously
refurbished by Ralph Nye, serving as a testament to his mad skills for
telescope restoration.

papers, her parents handled the finances, setting the mortgage
at a mere ten dollars per month. Arriving with little more than a
camper, a cat, and dreams as boundless as the starlit sky, Ralph
built their home with his own hands, laying the foundation of
their new life in the Arizona soil.

Ralph harbored a deep-seated desire to align his future with the
stars by securing a position at an observatory. His persistence
eventually paid off when a role opened up at Lowell Observatory,
where his potential was finally recognized. A crucial factor

was his six-page article in Sky and Telescope Magazine, which
showcased his exceptional skill in building telescopes. This
feature not only demonstrated his technical prowess but also
highlighted his dedication to astronomy, earning him a coveted
position at Lowell.

During his 43-year career at Lowell Observatory, Ralph
became more than just an engineer—he was the guardian

of the telescopes that opened windows to the universe. His
expertise ensured these instruments could reach deep into the

cosmos, bringing distant stars, galaxies, and nebulae into view.
Each discovery, made possible by the telescopes he carefully
designed and maintained, was a testament to his dedication
and craftsmanship. Ralph’s work helped bridge the gap between
Earth and the mysteries of space, making the vast unknown a
little more familiar.

When asked about his most memorable projects, Ralph reflects
for a moment before answering. “There are two that really stand
out,” he says.

The first is his design of an instrument for the 55-foot telescope
aboard NASA’s SOFIA (Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared
Astronomy) jet. This modified Boeing 747 flies at 600 miles

per hour and at an altitude of 35,000 feet—far above the
atmospheric interference that limits ground-based telescopes.
What makes this project exceptional is the telescope’s ability to
lock onto a star and stay perfectly focused, even as the aircraft
speeds through the atmosphere. “The beauty of the system is
that, despite the plane’s movement, the telescope stays dead-
on target,” Ralph explains. The sophisticated tracking system
ensures that the telescope remains stable, allowing scientists to
gather precise data while in flight. This project was funded by a
$3 million grant to Lowell Observatory, a major achievement in
the field of airborne astronomy.

The second project close to Ralph’s heart was the design of an
advanced instrument for the Lowell Discovery 4-meter telescope
near Happy Jack ranger station. This instrument, funded by a
significant donation from the Discovery Channel, was pivotal in
enhancing the telescope’s capabilities. It allowed astronomers

to capture more detailed and precise images of distant celestial
objects, pushing the limits of what Earth-based telescopes could
observe. “It took about three years to complete, but the result
was a vital upgrade that helped keep Lowell Observatory at the
forefront of modern astronomical research,” Ralph notes.

In a career filled with no less than 45 major projects, these two
stand out as Ralph’s most significant contributions—projects
that pushed boundaries and reshaped our understanding of
the universe.

Looking back on his time at Lowell Observatory, Ralph has
witnessed an era of tremendous change. When asked about the
most significant technological breakthrough, he points without
hesitation to the evolution of telescope technology.

In the early days of astronomy, manually tracking stars was

an intricate and demanding process. Astronomers began by
aligning their telescopes with the North Star, using an equatorial
mount designed to match the Earth’s axis. This alignment
allowed them to account for the planet’s rotation, ensuring their
observations remained steady. Once aligned, astronomers would
use finely-tuned cranks or knobs to slowly guide the telescope,
making precise adjustments as they tracked celestial objects
across the sky.

This manual process required immense focus and patience,

as even the smallest misalignment or lapse in tracking could
cause the star or planet to drift out of view. It was physically
demanding work, often requiring long hours hunched over the
telescope, making constant adjustments to keep the celestial
object in sight.

But today’s computerized telescopes have changed everything.
Modern systems now automatically locate and track celestial
objects with GPS precision. What once took hours of manual

Continued on page 23
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THE IMPORTANCE OF STRONG VENDOR RELATIONSHIPS FOR BUSINESS SUCCESS

In business, relationships are everything. Whether you're a small startup
or a well-established company, the partnerships you cultivate with your
vendors can significantly impact your success. At Valentine Group and
Wende’s company, Boss Lady Red, we understand the value of strong
vendor relationships and how they can contribute to your business’s
growth and sustainability.

Vendor relationships go beyond mere transactions; they are strategic
partnerships that can provide your business with a competitive edge.
Here’s why fostering strong vendor relationships is crucial:

1. Reliability and Consistency - A solid relationship with your vendors
ensures they deliver quality products and services consistently. This
reliability helps your business operations run smoothly, reducing the
risk of disruptions and delays that can affect your bottom line.

2. Better Pricing and Terms - Strong vendor relationships often lead to
better pricing and more favorable terms. Vendors are more likely to offer
discounts, flexible payment options, and other incentives to businesses
they trust. This can result in significant cost savings and improved cash
flow for your business.

3. Access to Innovation - Vendors who see you as a valued partner are more
likely to share new products, services, and technologies with you before
they become widely available. This early access can give your business a
competitive advantage and help you stay ahead of industry trends.

4. Enhanced Support and Service - A strong vendor relationship means
you can expect exceptional customer service and support. Vendors who
value your partnership will go the extra mile to address your needs and
provide personalized solutions.

$575,000 $1,550,000

620 Turkey Trail 17445 Sequoia
Munds Park, AZ 86017 Munds Park, AZ 86017
3 Bed, 1.5 Bath 2 car garage, wrap Canyon Lot with incredible views, near
around deck, vaulted ceilings, massive 3100 sq ft, 4 bdrms, 3 baths, nearly
corner lot. Fully functioning vacation 800 sq ft of decks, 2 car garage. New
rental. construction plans complete.

5. Collaborative Problem Solving - When challenges arise, having a trusted
vendor partner makes a difference. Strong relationships foster open
communication and collaboration, allowing you to work together to find
effective solutions.

At Valentine Group & BLR, we prioritize building and maintaining

strong relationships with our vendors. We believe these partnerships are
essential to delivering the best possible service to our clients and achieving
long-term success. Here are a few tips for cultivating strong vendor
relationships:

» Communicate Regularly: Keep the lines of communication open
with your vendors. Regular check-ins help build trust and ensure
both parties are aligned on expectations and goals.

» Be Transparent: Honesty and transparency are key to any
successful partnership. Share your business needs, challenges,
and feedback openly with your vendors.

= Show Appreciation: Recognize and appreciate your vendors’
efforts. A simple thank you or acknowledgment can go a long way
in strengthening your relationship.

» Pay on Time: Timely payments demonstrate your reliability and
respect for your vendors’ business, setting the foundation for
negotiating better terms in the future.

By prioritizing strong vendor relationships, your business can enjoy

the benefits of reliability, cost savings, innovation, and exceptional
support. For reliable vendor recommendations, visit our website at www.
valentinegroupaz.com/vendors. Let’s work together to create a thriving
business community built on trust and collaboration.

FEATURED PROPERTIES

$75k Below Marke 65 Campfire

1650 W Willow Munds Park, AZ 86017
Phoenix Spec home design complete just over 2000
Investor special. Great rental property, needs 50 ft 4/2 with 2 car garage. Plans approved
renovation and updating. 3/2 large corner and complete or purchase the dirt. Call or
lot Below $400,000. text for details.

View properties at ValentineGroupAZ.com



A LIFETIME IN THE STARS

Continued from page 21

adjustments and calculation can now be done with just a few commands,
enabling astronomers to capture incredibly detailed images and data

in a fraction of the time. This leap from manual
to automated tracking has revolutionized how we
explore the universe, making the once distant
mysteries of the cosmos more accessible than
ever before.

For Ralph, however, the old ways still hold a certain
appeal. Even with the advancements in technology,
his passion lies in the craftsmanship of earlier
telescopes. “The older ones are the best,” he says,
reflecting on the telescopes he restores in his spare
time. Without computerized systems, using them
requires both skill and patience. “You have to know
how to use them manually,” Ralph says, reflecting on
the hands-on connection these instruments demand. | %

When photographing the night sky, Ralph still

uses film—though it’s becoming increasingly rare
in the era of digital imaging. “Finding film is
tough, and developing it even tougher,” he admits.
Capturing celestial images this way requires long
exposure times and meticulous adjustments. While
the process is slower and more challenging than
digital, Ralph finds the effort rewarding. “There’s
an artistry to it—something special about seeing a
physical image emerge from all that work.”

Ralph now faces a new challenge: the increasing number of satellites
cluttering the night sky. “There are over 75,000 satellites in orbit now,”
he explains, “and though you can’t easily see them with the naked eye,
my camera easily picks them up.” With long exposure shots, satellites
appear as streaks of light, disrupting the clarity of his images. “It’s
becoming harder to get a clear shot of the stars without interference
from satellites, especially with the rise of cell phone networks,” Ralph
says. This modern space pollution adds a new layer of difficulty to
capturing the sky in its purest form.

It’s fitting that satellites came up, as that was my next question. It’s
striking to think that those born before the 1990s may be the
last generation to have seen an unpolluted night sky.

The number of satellites has skyrocketed in recent

Ralph Nye dazzles with his astrophotography, and
with pinpoint accuracy can name even the shyest
stars from a cast of billions of stars!

years. Since 2019, SpaceX’s Starlink project
1. 8.6.8 8 ¢
CUSTOMER \‘ 5 i ! '
RATING!
Google

alone has launched over 5,000 satellites, with plans to deploy tens of
thousands more in the near future. This rapid increase has dramatically
altered the night sky, filling it with more satellites than ever. What
started as a few scattered objects in orbit has surged into a vast web of
satellite “pollution,” particularly in the last two or three decades, with
the most significant growth happening right now.

Curious how this affects someone who has spent a
lifetime gazing at the stars, I asked Ralph about his
feelings on the matter.

“There’s not much we can control in space these
days,” Ralph responded. “Elon Musk is pushing
the boundaries, aiming for global communication
coverage by placing more than 7,200 satellites in a
low-Earth orbit grid. They’re trying to make them
less reflective so they’re harder to spot, but if you
stand outside for five or ten minutes, you'll still see
them whizzing by.”

Through his telescope, Ralph often spots satellites
flying past while he’s observing galaxies or star
clusters. For someone working with long-exposure
. photography, the brightness of these satellites can
ruin an otherwise perfect shot.

“While modern software can remove streaks

from digital images,” Ralph continued, “it doesn’t
help those of us who still value the craft of film
photography or who simply want to experience the
sky in its original, untarnished form. That version
of the night sky—pure, untainted—doesn’t

exist anymore.”

A deeper frustration came through in his voice. “Anything man-made in
the sky is disruptive. It’s staggering to think that a single person, with the
means and influence, can unilaterally clutter the skies we’ve observed for
centuries. The sheer amount of space debris now threatens not only our
view of the stars but possibly even the Earth. It’s disheartening.”

While space debris presents one challenge, light pollution is widespread
and obstructs our view of the night sky. Unlike satellites, which might go
unnoticed by the naked eye, light pollution creates a constant glow that
drowns out the stars, making it far more troubling for human observers.
Ralph points out that if you compare satellite images of the United
States from 20 years ago to today, the glow from city lights has doubled,
casting an ever-widening halo across the landscape.

Continued on page 25
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PLUMBING & SOLAR

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN BUSINESS!
YOUR SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Serving Munds Park & Surrounding Areas / 30 Years of Experience / Munds Park Resident

About Liberty Plumbing
At Liberty Plumbing, we offer a full range of plumbing Is your shut off hard
services. From new construction to remodels to service, we to turn?

do it all in both residential and commercial applications. We
guarantee your satisfaction with every job, whether it’s big
or small. Our employees are hand-picked for their experience
and their courtesy to help you through any job. Liberty
Plumbing has over 30 years of experience in this industry and
is fully licensed, insured, and bonded.

We do stop waste valves.

FREE Safety Inspections

We are finding an alarming amount of safety violations in
Munds Park. Be sure your home is protected and schedule a
free inspection with Liberty Plumbing today.

Tankless
Water Heaters

When you need a water heater

We inspect:

Valves and flex lines
Wash machine hoses
Water heater exhaust
Gas lines

Incorrect work

A Few of Our Services

Drain Cleaning

Faucet and Sink Upgrades
Gas Lines for New Fixtures &
Propane Tank Relocations
RO Systems

Tank-less Water heaters
Toilet Repair

Water Heaters

Water Softeners

replaced or upgraded, trust
Liberty Plumbing.
. W

Fixture Upgrades

Upgrading fixtures in bathrooms and kitchens
offers a quick, impactful refresh. Modern
faucets and handles not only enhance
aesthetics but also improve functionality and
efficiency. These updates boost property
value, and with energy-saving features, they
offer long-term cost savings.

We Winterize Cabins.

NO SERVICE CHARGE PLUMBER caler Q28_8851-7773

If we don't do anything. We don'’t charge. et
ROC #188630, #211459

www.libertyplumbingandsolar.com




A LIFETIME IN THE STARS

Continued from page 23

“When I first moved to Rimrock 50 years ago, the Milky Way was
incredibly bright—an unmistakable ribbon of stars stretching across
the sky,” Ralph recalls. “But as northern Arizona grows, especially with
the addition of the casino, the sky has noticeably changed. It’s still dark
enough to enjoy, but if we’re not careful, those dark skies will soon
disappear, and the stars will fade away.”

Ralph has taken an active role in preserving the dark skies of northern
Arizona. He worked with the county to dim the lights at the casino,
offering his expertise to help reduce light pollution whenever possible.
One of the main issues, Ralph notes, is that many people don’t realize
they don’t need porch lights on all night—or that they don’t need to be so
bright that the light spills onto neighboring properties.

His advice to communities striving to maintain their Dark Sky status is
straightforward: use lighting that faces downward, dimmer, and hooded
are within regulation. Moreover, motion-activated lights are a better
solution than constant bright lighting. “They think bright lights protect
their homes,” Ralph explains, “but in reality, motion lights are more
effective. When they turn on, you know something’s there. And constant
bright lighting isn’t just bad for people—it harms wildlife, insects, and
the entire ecosystem.”

In places like Camp Verde and Cottonwood, new ordinances are

being developed to ensure that outdoor lights are properly shielded

and dimmed to preserve the region’s dark skies. Sedona, for instance,
already has a dark sky ordinance that requires lights to be turned off
after 10 p.m. in some areas. For those new to Munds Park, it’s important
to note that Munds Park is also a designated Dark Sky community with
its own lighting ordinances in place to protect its clear, star-filled nights.

Ralph shares a powerful example of how light pollution affects our
connection to the night sky. “We had friends visit from China, and one
young woman had lived in both China and New York—two places with
so much light pollution that she had never truly seen the stars. When I
showed her the Milky Way through my telescope, she was overwhelmed.
It’s amazing how many people don’t realize what they’re missing. They
don’t even know the stars are there.”

Preserving dark skies is about more than just aesthetics—it’s about
protecting a natural resource and ensuring our ecosystems are not
negatively affected. By making simple changes to our lighting practices,
we can ensure future generations have the chance to look up and see

the stars, just as Ralph did decades ago when the Milky Way still shone
brilliantly over northern Arizona.

In the quiet of the night, inside the dome of his observatory, Ralph

spends countless hours gazing through his telescope, which is over
a century old. I asked if, in those moments of stillness, he ever feels
connected to something greater.

“Absolutely,” he says. “You can’t help but appreciate where we are on
Earth and how we got here. When I look through these lenses, I'm not
just observing the stars—I'm looking through time. Some of the lenses
I use were made in 1859, just before the Civil War. I think about the
craftsmanship, the care those people put into creating something that’s
still helping us see the universe today.”

For Ralph, the connection to the past is as much a part of the experience
as the celestial objects he observes. “You're looking at objects so far
away, their light took hundreds of thousands of years to reach us,
traveling at the speed of light. Take the Andromeda Galaxy, for instance.
With the naked eye, it’s just a fuzzy patch in the sky, but that’s 2.2
million light-years away. What you’re seeing is the light that left there
2.2 million years ago. You're looking at history. Everything up there has
already taken place.”

He pauses, reflecting on the extraordinary nature of what he’s
describing. “If you see a supernova, that explosion happened 1,500 light-
years away, and we’re just now witnessing it. What's it like today? We
don’t know. It’s a strange, humbling science—you're studying history, but
it’s the most up-to-date information we have.”

Ralph’s connection to the stars isn’t just intellectual—it’s deeply spiritual,
too. “You have to think about it,” he continues. “We’re traveling around
the sun at 66,000 miles an hour right now, while the Earth is spinning
at 1,200 miles per hour from west to east. We don’t notice it because the
Earth is so big, but that’s what’s happening. And all the while, the stars
have been there, a constant reminder of the vastness of the universe and
the small place we occupy in it.”

As Ralph looks through his telescope, he’s not just observing distant
galaxies—he’s reflecting on the passage of time, the artistry of human
craftsmanship, and the wonder of being a part of something much larger
than himself. The stars, for him, are both a window to the past and a
reminder of our place in the cosmos.
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The outdoor living space will be the envy of all your friends Scan to see
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TRAVEL

Continued from page 19

Sedona Colors

According to Arizona travel expert Roger Naylor, the peak season for fall
colors runs from mid-October into November at Sedona’s lower elevations.
It’s a terrific time to visit Red Rock State Park, the 286-acre nature preserve
with winding trails lined with lush riparian habitat that pops with harvest
gold, pumpkin orange and red leaves. Red rock pinnacles frame crimson
sumac and fuchsia maple trees when brisk nights confirm the onset of
autumn along Oak Creek.

Fall Color Finders

As you plan your leaf-peeping expedition, remember to check weather
conditions before you go because temperature, wind and precipitation affect
foliage. For reports of changing colors, check out:

» Flagstaff Leaf O Meter at www.flagstaffarizona.org/leafometer
» Coconino National Forest Fall Color Report at bit.ly/CocoColors or
* Follow @CoconinoNF on Twitter/X with the hashtag #FallColor.

Dark Skies for Stargazing

Brisk, clear nights of autumn are also perfect for stargazing. Because
Flagstaff is the first International Dark Sky City, the mountain town and
surrounding areas provide amazing dark skies for stargazing.

“Flagstaff started the movement in 2001 as the world’s first international
dark sky city designated by the International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) by
implementing lighting restrictions to preserve the night sky,” revealed Meg
Roederer of Discover Flagstaff, part of the Economic Vitality Division of
the City of Flagstaff. Coconino County soon adopted the light restrictions to
preserve dark skies in much of northern Arizona.

Viewing the Night Sky in Munds

The county lighting ordinance limits the adverse impacts of outdoor
lighting on the public environment. And, of course, the law is in effect here
in Munds Park to protect our dark skies. Check out the Coconino County
Light Ordinance to see if your Munds Park home complies: coconino.az.gov

Stars in Your Backyard

Celebrate dark skies in Munds Park by holding a backyard star party. Here’s
how to do it:

= Select a moonless night.

= Ask guests to bring flashlights with red filters to protect night vision.

* Dress warmly and meet around 7:30 pm, after the sky gets dark.

» Choose a spot in your yard where you can see the complete Little Dipper.
Optimal places are where you cannot see streetlights, lighted signs,
neighbors’ porch lights, or brightly lit windows.

» Position chairs facing north, and have cocoa and snacks on hand.

Better yet, head out to Casner Park or Antelope Park to watch the stars
unobstructed by the Ponderosa pines.

Look for Jupiter and Saturn, which appear as the evening sky darkens.
This fall, youll find them in the lower part of the southwestern sky.
UNSTOPPABLE Tip: On October 6-10, the Draconid meteor shower is at its
peak.

New to night sky viewing? Find instructions for hosting a backyard star
party at www.flagstaffdarkskies.org/resources/teacherstudent-science-
activity

Enjoy this article? Then subscribe to UNSTOPPABLE Stacey’s travel blog at

unstoppablestaceytravel.com. You'll get free tips like these and stay updated on
travel trends.
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THE FOURTH WING

By Sandy Wright

I had put off reading Fourth Wing because it received
so much hype (including a Best Book nod in 2023). I'm
glad I didn’t wait any longer; it was worth the read.

Blend Daenerys Targaryen, Katniss Everdeen and
Hermoine Granger and you’ll get a feeling for the
personality of the main character, Violet Sorrengail.

Twenty-year-old Violet Sorrengail was supposed to
enter the Scribe Quadrant, living a quiet life among
books and history. But the commanding general—
also known as her tough-as-talons mother—has
ordered Violet to join the hundreds of candidates
striving to become the elite of Navarre: dragon
riders. When you’re smaller than everyone else and
your body is brittle, death is only a heartbeat away...

i “The most brutzlly addictive Fantasy I've read in a decadel”
£ —71 W¥T BESTEELLING AUTHOR TRACY WOLEF

-----
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the author giving a voice to her main character’s
chronic condition while demonstrating Violet’s
resilience in overcoming her differences, never
treating them as a disability, but rather just as
something unique.

With every day that passes, it seems, the war outside
the school grows more deadly. The kingdom’s
protective wards are failing, and the death toll rises.
Violet begins to suspect leadership is hiding a secret.
Will Violet survive to uncover it?

I enjoyed the book all the way through, and
recommend you read this first book in the series
before jumping into the second one, Iron Flame. It’s
out now, so read fast!

because dragons don’t bond to “fragile” humans.

. . *= By Rebecca Yarros
They incinerate them.

* Entangled: Red Tower Books, 2023

Because of her mother, Violet has a target on her
back from the moment she arrives. Also present
is her childhood crush and best friend, and an
upperclassman whose father killed Violet’s brother during a rebellion.
He carries the brand of a traitor’s child, and was conscripted into the
dragon riders to atone for his father’s sins. To complicate matters, Violet
can’t take her eyes off either of them.

= 528 pages

With fewer dragons willing to bond than cadets to ride them, many of the
other candidates would kill Violet to better their own chances of success.

To complicate her effort, Violet has, we believe, a connective tissue
disorder. Although the author doesn’t name it, it could be Ehlers-Danlos
syndrome, a hereditary disorder and chronic illness caused by a defect
in collagen, which is essential to strong bones and cartilage.

Violet had a clear character arc that was fun to follow as she challenged
herself to use her brain and develop her body to go from one of the
weakest cadets to one of the strongest. I felt that Violet’s journey coming
into her true powers was realistic. She wasn’t suddenly the strongest
and best candidate. She had to work harder and smarter than the rest of
the riders

For me, the book was an entertaining mixture of romance and high
stakes competition, fast-paced from beginning to end. It snagged my
attention in the first chapter and held it through to the final climax.

I loved the dragons! The appeal of these mythological creatures is
fascinating. The world-building revolving around the dragons was well-
written and researched. I haven’t read any dragon fantasy books, but the
creatures here reminded me of the ones I viewed in this season’s “House
of Dragons.” If they don’t like a potential rider, they let them know by
burning them to a crisp. Two dragons actually bonded with Violet, so we
readers got to know them both, along with the entanglements that come
with them.

To be truthful, I don’t think The Fourth Wing is the best-written book
in the world. Violet’s inner monologue is peppered throughout with
descriptions of her love-interest Xaden as “flaming hot. Scorching

hot. Gets-you-into-trouble-and-you-like-it hot. It certainly paints a
picture, perhaps too much. Once I'd gotten the gist of her thoughts, my
complaint became how often she said it, and that got old for me.

Breakfast, lunch & dinner!

Sunday - Tuesday & Thursday 7am - 8pm
Wednesday CLOSED, Friday & Saturday 7am - 9pm

65 Pinewood Boulevard - Munds Park, AZ = (928) 286-0332

Liquor to go!

Minor complaint aside, the book fulfills its role: it keeps you interested,
it makes you root for several characters and hate others. I appreciated
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Flagstaff Wholesale Flooring Google |

We provide exceptional service and competitive
wholesale prices to a range of clients including
contractors, builders, designers, homeowners,
DIY enthusiasts, and handyman services.

For all your flooring needs including turf!

(928) 526-1341

flagstaffwholesaleflooring.com
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WHAT HOMEOWNERS NEED TO KNOW
to Be in Compliance with the Dark Sky Ordinance

PURPOSE OF THE ORDINANCE

The Dark Sky ordinance aims to preserve the natural night skies in Coconino County
by reducing light pollution. This is crucial for protecting observatories, wildlife, and
the star-filled skies that are cherished by the community. It also promotes energy
conservation and enhances the quality of life for residents and protects ecosystems.

Effective Date and Applicability
The ordinance has been in effect since August 5, 1999, and applies to:
* Any new residential development or installation of outdoor lighting.

» Major modifications or replacements to existing outdoor lighting, especially when
they increase the size or scope of the property by 25% or more in terms of dwelling
units, floor area, seating capacity, or parking.

» For changes smaller than 25%, only new or modified light fixtures must meet
these standards.

Outdoor Lighting Requirements

For both zones, the ordinance requires all outdoor lights to be shielded, directing light
downward to prevent glare, light spillage, or pollution.

Fully Shielded Fixtures: All lights must use fully shielded fixtures to prevent light from
traveling upwards or outside the intended area.

Motion Sensing Lights: These are permitted but must turn off within five minutes of
activation to avoid unnecessary light exposure.

Brightness Limits
For residential properties: Up to 5,000 lumens per lot are allowed.

Motion sensing fixtures in both zones are allowed an additional 2,000 lumens as long
as they are fully shielded.

Prohibited Lighting Types
Certain types of lighting are strictly prohibited to reduce light pollution:
» Floodlights projecting above the horizontal plane.

» Searchlights, laser lights, or any high-intensity lights used for purposes other
than emergencies.

» Any lighting with blinking, flashing, or strobe effects visible from outside the property.

Time Limits for Lighting

Outdoor lights (excluding security lights) must be turned off within 30 minutes after
business or recreational activities end. This helps maintain the dark skies during
nighttime hours.

Special Cases & Exemptions

» Holiday Lights: Low-output holiday lighting is exempt from shielding requirements
from November 15 to January 15.

» Emergency Lighting: Lights used for emergencies, such as during power outages, are
exempt from these regulations.

» Solar Lighting: Solar-powered lights under 5 watts are allowed for landscaping or
pathways and do not count toward the total lumen limit.

Nonconforming Fixtures & Compliance

If any outdoor lighting was legally installed before August 5, 1999, it may remain in
place as long as it is not modified. However, any significant changes or replacements
must comply with current standards.

If you notice a neighbor not complying with the Dark Sky Ordinance,
try speaking with them first. If the issue persists, you can report it to
Coconino County at (928) 679-8850.

jsand D,
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9‘& Contracting Vl@

Interior & Exterior Residential Services

SERVICES NEW
INCLUDE | coNSTRUCTION

Carpentry F-

Decks
Eaves
Fascia
Gutters
Painting
Sheetrock
Siding
Skirting
Trim

* Kk k ok
CUSTOMER

RATING!
Google

Call for an Estimate Today!

(928) 814-2066

www.davisanddaviscontracting.com
Licensed - Bonded - Insured « ROC#302711
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Created by Paul Mason « Solution Page 38

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |11 |12 |13
14 15 16
17 18 19

ACROSS

1. Very, in music 6. Couch
10. “Phooey!”

14.Have the throne
15.Conspiracy

16.60’s hairdo

17. An official envoy

19. Pigeon-__ _

20." boom bah!”

21. Coffee holder

22. Symbolic flowers in Buddhism

24. Apiece
25. Box

26. A small usually square piece
of cloth used for usually personal

purposes
31. Angelic headwear
32. Stable diet

33. Little toymaker

35. Track shapes

36. Item in a bucket
37.Copy, in a way

39. Actor Arnold

40. Long, long time
41. Applesauce topper
42. Coterie in tutus

46."___ on Down the Road”

47. Eurasia’s ___ Mountains
48. Academic

51. Butterfly catcher

52. Debtor’s note

55. Roller coaster feature
56. They have three feet

59. “God’s Little ___"

62. "Death in Venice” author 28. French wine region

63. Habit 29. ___ fatale

64. Sub detector 30. Winter hazard

31.In great demand

34. Driving hazard

36. In a medium tempo

37. A person of mixed white and
Black ancestry

DOWN

1. Mars, to the Greeks

2. 18-wheeler

3.They're all in the family

4. — Khan 38.“___beacold dayin hell ...”
5. Big-time 40. One who attempts

6. Floral enclosure 41. Nostrils

7. Ancient 43. Go back into business

8. Jester's headgear 44. Amigo

9. Waste away from disuse 45, Internet/cable package deal
10. Mother ____ 48. Hit hard

11. Roswell sightings 49. _ -Cola

12. Arborist’s concern
13. Lays down the lawn
18. Footwear

50. Brass instrument
52. Computer image
53. Gumbo ingredient
23.Mai ___ 54.“Backinthe ___"

24. Form of ether 57. Sewer scurrier
26. Mayhem

58. Altar vow
27."Remember the ___

1

Medicare

Questions?

Call me anytime, | can help!
602-730-6315

BUZZ’'S GCONSTRUGTION

Services Include

Carport installations « Minor building additions
Deck restoration - General repair « Exterior house painting
Tree cutting & firewood « Yard clean-up & hauling

Call Buzz Today! (928) 607-5932

References Available - Not a licensed Contractor

Excavating and Grading * Utility Trenching
Fill Dirt and Gravel « Calvert Installation

Gall Buzz Today!
(928) 607-5932

BUZZ’S BACKHOE

Munds Park Resident ¢ References Available  Not a licensed Contractor

e Kk Kk sLL-PRg

Over 30 years of
CUSTOMER

expertise in every
aspect of drywall,
specializing in:

Tl el el -
Lt L

z L
Ry warL, VWY

- Drywall patching

- Repairs

- Fire & Water Damage
+ Anger Damage

- Remodeling

Tim Daulton
(928) 853-6959

tim@azallprodrywall.com
Licensed+Bonded - AZ ROC 329121

THE CABIN MAN

Husband Can’t Do it? The Cabin Man Can!

Pine Needle Removal * Weed Abatement
Snow Removal * Deck Painting * Small Repairs

Call Wes
Munds Park Resident

928-666-0882

60. And others, for short dEEMWEEB4@gmaI| G'Dm
61. Smells
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

MANAGING ARTHRITIS

Simple Strategies for Easing Joint Pain as the Seasons Change

By Christy Shaft

Arthritis is a common
disease that affects many of
us. As the season cools down,
sometimes our joint pain can
act up.

There are several types of
arthritis, but 2 of the most
common types are:

Rheumatoid Arthritis

Rheumatoid is a systemic
form of inflammation, an
autoimmune disease in
which the body’s immune
system attacks its own joint
tissue. Chronic inflammation
can lead to the breakdown of tendons, ligaments, bones and muscles
and can become debilitating with deformities, loss of strength and
range of motion.

Osteo Arthritis

Osteo Arthritis is the most common type. Breakdown of the

articulating cartilage (or the protective cartilage on the ends of the
bones) in the joint causing deterioration of the joint and leading to

pain, biomechanical changes, loss of motion and often leading to a joint
replacement. Sometimes you can even hear the creaking of the joints!
Osteo arthritis is localized to the joints, often affecting the hands, knees,
hips , shoulders and spine.

Telltale Signs of Arthritis

» Stiffness in the a.m. including the fingers, knees, hips, neck or
lower back.

» Joint pain that gets better with activity

» Chronic joint swelling that varies

» Joint pain/ stiffness is worse in cold weather
» Loss of mobility in a joint

First, the bad news... Everyone will experience arthritis at one point
in their lives due to things such as previous trauma, one’s occupation,
activities, weight, diet and genetics.

The Good news.... There are simple lifestyle changes that can help most
people with their arthritis symptoms. Although the damage to the joints
can’t be reversed, the symptoms can be managed and allow people to
stay healthy and active.

Natural Strategies to Minimize Arthritic Pain
& Maintain Function

» First, see a doctor to be sure of what you are dealing with. They may
order Xrays or blood tests to rule out other causes of joint pain.

» Keep your Health in Motion. We can’t change your arthritis, but you
can keep yourself functional, independent and productive in your day
with regular exercise. Gentle strengthening is key at supporting the

joint and optimizing shock absorption. Caution to avoid working thru
pain but starting slow to build up strength is key to protecting the joint.

Improve Joint mobility. Stretching and joint mobilization allows the
fluids to naturally lubricate the joint.

Balance training is key to avoid falls. Often pain and lack of mobility
can cause our balance to be affected.

Keep your weight controlled. Extra weight puts more stress on
your joints.

Applying heat or cold to inflamed joints may help with the pain. Heat
increases blood flow around the joint bringing in healthy nutrients
and helps prep us for better mobility. A hot shower, a warm compress
or heating pad around the joint for 15-20 min, followed by gentle
stretching can often be soothing. Ice can help control swelling. Wrap
a pack of frozen peas in a pillowcase and apply it to the aching area,
no longer than 15-20 minutes.

Following an anti-inflammatory diet may help reduce body wide
inflammation. Avoid white flours including pasta, bread and refined
grains. Chose lean meats , fatty fish and lots of colorful fruits and
vegetables. Avoid alcohol and all sugars .

Natural supplements are known to manage inflammation including
turmeric, omega-3 fatty acids, ginger, vitamin D, magnesium, to
name a few.

Natural essential oils rubbed over inflamed joints can manage pain.
Oils/ lotions that contain eucalyptus, bergamot, Lavendar, ginger,
peppermint or frankincense are good options.

If pain persists and limits your function, seek out your local physical
therapist or health care practitioner for help with your mobility and
guide you thru more specific treatments that are dialed in just for you.

ELEVATE YOUR BRAND WITH ROBERDS DESIGN CO.!
Exceptional quality, unbeatable pricing, and outstanding service.
Perfect for company apparel and events.

Ryan Roberds
(602) 717-3130

Roberdsdesignco@gmail.com

Check out the Munds Park Merch
on Facebook & Instagram @RoberdsDesignCo
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HIGH CALIBER
CONSTRUCTION

UNLOCK YOUR HOME'S
TRUE POTENTIAL

At High Caliber Construction, we believe every home holds
untapped potential. Our home remodeling services aren't just
about updating an old look—it’s about discovering and revealing
what your space can truly become. Beyond mere aesthetics, our
team delves into understanding how you live, ensuring the result
is @ harmonious blend of form and function.

What sets us apart is our unwavering commitment to service
excellence and quality. Our goal is to lead you in navigating your
home’s constraints and maximizing your home’s potential.

© KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS
© NEW & REFURBISHED DECKS
© ADDITIONS

© OUTBUILDINGS & ADUS

© GUSTOM HOMES

© FULL SERVICE ELECTRICAL

LET'S BUILD TOGETHER
928-526-2156 - SALES@HCNAZ.COM « HCNAZ.COM

s e
————

————
———
. —

1\ DI'STR[ES

CAVCO HOMES

OVER 100 HAPPY CUSTOMERS
IN MUNDS PARK!

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY

Call Ken at 623-680-2345
For information « Lock Box Code

$145,900

(Prices subject to change)

o Standard 12’ x 27’
covered deck

o Dual pane windows

« Solid wood cabinets doors
& drawer fronts

o Carpet Install

o 50’ utility room

See model at Model Home Center
Bell & Grand Ave. o Tape and textured walls T/O

o Drywall close off
« 8” tall flat ceilings

$112,900
r ''''' | A | ‘: --------- | (Prices subject to change)
I il I is st o B « 8” tall flat ceilings
& o * | EI o Walk-in shower with
I R g weongomes glass door
' _I o Dual pane windows

« Solid wood cabinets
= N doors & drawer fronts

L” (" I_ ] « Carpet Install

.................. o 50’ utility room

See model at Model Home Center o Tape & textured walls T/O
Bell & Grand Ave. o Drywall close off
FEATURES

o FREE on site estimates o Fast turn around time.

o Price includes delivery & set-up Usual move in time is 10-days
in Munds Park from delivery

o Local representative in + Experienced in helping with
Munds Park insurance home replacements

e Semi Custom Orders o We take care of all permits and

o 100s of floor plans to choose from inspections at no extra cost

o Land financing available without

o Remove your old home and install
home purchase

new Cavco Home

¢ 60, 801b roof load available * RV trades welcome
« FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.AzResortHomes.com

TOLL FREE 1-800-352-3279 « 1-623-546-2045
13437 Westgate Dr « Surprise, AZ 85378

32 | SEPTEMBER 20, 2024

PINEWOODNEWS.COM



DEAR PINEWOOD

Real Talk, Real Advice for Pinewood Living

Dear Pinewood,

I'm sure you get this a lot, but I'm really frustrated with my neighbor’s
outdoor lights. We're supposed to be a Dark Sky community, and their
lights are so bright they flood my yard and even my bedroom room
disturbing my sleep! I've tried bringing it up casually, but nothing’s
changed, and now I'm stuck feeling like the “bad guy” if I push it any
further. I don’t want to start a neighborhood feud, but I miss the dark
of the night sky. Any advice on how to handle this without things
getting awkward? — Sleepless Under the Stars

Dear Sleepless Under the Stars,

Ah, the ol’ “Light Show Next Door” dilemma. You're not alone—plenty of
us have had a front-row seat to a neighbor’s unintentional illumination
festival. The kind that’s less “stargazing magic” and more “I can read a
book in my bedroom without turning on a lamp.”

Here’s the deal: this is what we call light trespass—when your neighbor’s
overzealous lighting system decides to invade your space. It’s not just
messing with your sleep; it’s wasting their energy, money, and, well, it
doesn’t exactly win them points for being a considerate neighbor.

First off, let’s assume they don’t realize their spotlight is acting like a
lighthouse. Some folks genuinely believe that the brighter the yard, the
safer they are. Spoiler: that’s a myth! All that unshielded light creates
shadows where people can hide better. So, how do we fix this?

Step one: Make friends, not enemies. Tempting as it is to grab a
megaphone and tell them to cut it out, a friendly approach works better.

Knock on their door, maybe with a peace offering—like cookies. People
tend to listen more when they’ve got chocolate cookies in hand.

Keep it straightforward. Mention casually, “Hey, I've noticed your
outdoor lights are super effective—so effective, they’re lighting up my
bedroom.” Be tactful. Acknowledge their need for safety but suggest
alternatives. A shielded fixture, moving the light, or adding a motion
sensor could still keep their yard secure and let the rest of us enjoy the
night sky.

And hey, speaking of the night sky—we’re in a Dark Sky community for
a reason. Dark skies aren’t just about stargazing; they help preserve
wildlife and cut down on energy waste. It’s the law, and following those
ordinances benefits everyone.

Need some backup? You can find all the details on Dark Sky lighting at
the Coconino County website or even at The Pinewood News—we’ve got
your back.

Ultimately, we all want the same thing: a peaceful night’s sleep and a
safe space. So, let’s work together to keep our stars shining bright.

But if the cookies and charm don’t work, there’s always Plan B: as a last
resort, you can report the situation to the county at (928) 679-8850. Not
the first option, but it’s there if you need it.

Good luck! — Pinewood

Got a problem that needs solving?

Whether it's a neighborly dilemma or general advice, Pinewood is here to help.
Send your queries to Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com, and you just might find the
answer in our next issue—don’t worry, all identities will remain anonymous.

N \'

WOODLAND RENOVATIONS

Remodel and Repair Contractor

Additions
Decks
Minor Plumbing
Electrical
Sliding Windows

Doors

Interior & Exterior
Remodels

Drywall & Drywall
Repair

Licensed e Bonded e Insured

Call Larry McCoy (928) 814-9542

Munds Park Resident for 29 years
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CUSTOMER
RATING!
Google

Lynlee Plumbingn..

Call Brian Today!
(928) 257-1441

RESTORATION OF AZ www.lynleeplumbing.com
Serving Munds Park & Flagstaff

RESTORATION CLEANUP EXPERTS

Trust Titan for home and commercial

restoration. We handle water and fire

damage, wind damage, mold removal,
biohazard cleanup, and more.

CONTACT US TODAY

928-328-1348
SERVICE 24/7

' Friendly & Excellent Service

Dedicated to Making Your Home
Comfortable & Safe.

Our Services:

é Expert Water Heater Solutions
é Water Softening Systems

¢ Shut Off Valve Installations

é Professional Re-piping
é Leak Fixes

Residential & Commercial
Shingles « Repairs * Flat Decks
Snow Removal

Call for a FREE Estimate Today

Jeff Leland Owner

cell (928) 699-8517
Office (928) 226-8175

P4 Vg =
- ¥ - o _.'.'_,
LICENSED AND IN§‘UHRED . ROC#333720’-‘E’}&:*
. . ﬂ.’r‘f- ]
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BIRDS OF MUNDS PARK

BLUEBIRD NEST
BOX TRAIL RESULTS

By Margaret Dyekman

The results are in! The Western Bluebird Nest Box
Trail on Pinewood Country Club’s golf course was a
success — but not only for bluebirds. This year was the
first year we've monitored the 14 boxes on a weekly
basis and reported nest-building, egg-laying, eggs
hatching, and baby birds fledging to the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology’s Nestbox Watch program. Here’s what we
discovered over four months of checking the boxes:

» 13 Western Bluebirds fledged

* 11 House Wrens fledged

* 5 Mountain Chickadees fledged
» 5 Violet-green Swallows fledged

» 3 eggs overall were unhatched

Violet-green Swallow
courtesy of Eric Gofreed

Each nest box on our trail has a one-and-a-half inch
hole in a box built to best-practice specifications for
bluebirds. But other cavity-nesting species readily used the boxes as well. We will
leave all boxes in the same spots for one more year so we can compare results over a
two-year period. We may relocate some of the boxes if they have had no activity over
this time. In the meantime, here are some short stats about each of these species.

Western Bluebirds will migrate south for the winter if their food sources disappear.
Males will return sooner than females to check nesting sites, and both the male
and female will defend their nest. One day in mid-September I counted 30 Western
Bluebirds on the #2 fairway while golfing. There are probably at least 100 bluebirds
now on the golf course daily.

House Wrens have one of the largest ranges of any species in the Americas. They live
year-round in all of South America and breed in most of our 48 states. The males are
known to build trial nests in several cavities, including bluebird nest boxes, and thus
they are a big nest box competitor. Collisions with tall TV towers suggests that these

tiny little birds migrate at night, as do many other species.

Mountain Chickadees live all year in montane coniferous forests from southern
Arizona and Baja California north to British Columbia and the Yukon Territory. They
cache conifer seeds as soon as they become available in autumn, which is what they
are doing now in northern Arizona. They will readily come to your sunflower seed
and suet feeders.

Violet-green Swallows have a breeding range throughout most of the western U.S.
They feed exclusively on insects caught in flight, often at high altitudes, and thus
during winter months when this food source is hard to come by, they migrate to
lower elevations. These swallows have fabulous coloration, and even when flying they
can be fairly easy to identify by their white rumps.

You can reach me at margaretdyekman@cox.net or by text at 602-620-3210. You can read all about

Backyard Birding in Northern Arizona at www.backyardbirdingaz.com and order the book online. I
welcome your questions, reports of sightings, and your suggestions for future articles.

/\chnjncture
On Call

Clayton Woolley MS., LAc, Diplo,AC
LAC# _,9_ 10090

ode
) = Door to Door Service = Munds Park Resident
= 25 Years Experience

= Chronic Pain = Neck, Back & Hips
= Osteoarthritis = Allergies
{ .. = Asthma = Migraines
W » Rheumatoid Arthritis = And More

928-299-6731

CARDENAS
PAINTING
LLC

Interior Paint
Exterior Paint

Minor Structural Repairs

Call for a FREE estimate!

(928) 853-4394 or
(480) 340-7227

DARREN
LANCE
ELECTRIC

* RESIDENTIAL < REPAIR
- COMMERCIAL * REMODEL
- NEw CONSTRUCTION

928-853-9594

dlelectric74@yahoo.com
ROC 286350 - LIC/BON/INS
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CLASSIFIEDS

Contact us at 928-286-9827 or
Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com

CLEANING

HOUSE CLEANING & PET GROOMING
By Foose’s Christian Mobile Service
602-621-2903 « Foosemobile@keemail.me

ELECTRICAL

MIRACLES ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Munds Park Local - ROC#317085

747-218-1060 OR 818-248-1240

HANDY SERVICES

FOOSE HOME REPAIR - SERVICING MUNDS PARK & RIMROCK

602-469-7068 - fooserepairs@protonmail.com
www.foosehomerepairs.com - Not a licensed Contractor -

PINEWOOD PLUMBING

Dependable and Reliable Service
For all Your Plumbing Needs!

Service & Repairs « Drain Cleaning
Winterization « Kitchens & Baths

CALL

Greg Holley, Owner
(928) 600-6172

Not a Licensed Contractor

THE HANDY DANDY MAN PETE
Home Repairs « Local - Professional « Dependable

CALL 928-542-6387

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Snow Removal « Tree & Yard Work « Hauling « Plumbing « Carpentry

CALL JOHN 928-951-6532 - Not a licensed Contractor -

JOSE
Pine Needle Clean Up « Yard Work « Cut Firewood & Stack

CALL 928-514-9901

SUMMIT PAINTING LLC
Professional Interior & Exterior Painting Services

CALL 928-853-7475

HAULING

15 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL
The local choice with a professional touch.
480-532-3084 - www.azgoodfellas.com

ESSENTIAL ROOFING

WHEN QUALITY & EXPERIENCE MATTERS

NEW & RE-ROOFS

SHINGLES - METAL - PORCH ROOFS

REPAIRS

CHIMNEY & SKYLIGHT LEAKS
ICE DAMS *« VENTILATION

Contact Steve Lemons

(928) 707-1024

EssentialRoofingCompany@gmail.com

Munds Park Resident Since 1980
Bonded & Insured | License ROC 198120
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Only $4,250!

++E++  Bath to Shower Conversion
SAFE SPECIAL FOR MUNDS PARK
+ & RIMROCK!

o

Safe Shower & Bath offers home plumbing services and
bathroom remodeling. All quotes are good for 60-days and
we encourage you to get more quotes!

Package includes Moen rough in valve trim kit, curtain rod, 3
cultured marble panels to approximately 78” above sub-floor.
30” x 60" low profile pan and a 24” grab bar.

Call, Text or Email

(928) 499-1843

azsafeshower@gmail.com - www.arizonasafeshower.com

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED - ROC#336088

GET THE BEST RESULTS FOR YOUR TREES

Call Mario & Mario Landscaping & Tree Service!

We offer experienced and qualified
tree services throughout all of
Munds Park and surrounding areas.

TREE PRUNING We prune according to your and the
tree’s needs, removing deadwood, raising the canopy, and
promoting a healthy tree and growth.

TREE REMOVAL When trees need removal for health
proximity or safety reasons, we will carefully and safely
remove your trees.

TREE INSTALLATION Want to plant a new tree? Rely on
Mario and Mario to help choose the most productive and

aesthetically pleasing spot for it. ‘VISA @r ‘

LICENSED « BONDED « INSURED « ROC# 165704

DISCOVER

Arizona North
Tree Service

Hazardous tree removal and
tree trimming for over 19 years.

Services Include:

« Dead Wooding

« Tree Thinning

« Tree Pruning

« Wildfire Fuel Reduction

Call Mike Welch Today
for a FREE Estimate

928-286-2522

AZNorthTree.com

Licensed, Insured, reliable
& professional service.

DO YOU KNOW
WHERE YOUR
KEYS ARE?

CALL
Bill’s Lock Shop

(928) 699-8868
Serving Munds Park

Just Moved?

Re-keying is the safest
thing to do!

Ask about a lock
check-up!

MIKE’S FLOOR COVERING

Commercial, Residential & Houseboat Flooring
Free Estimates « Ceramic - Carpet « Vinyl Plank - Hardwood

(928) 699-3655
weimasterl@msn.com
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

4025 E Huntington Drive, Suite 120 - Flagstaff, AZ 86004
Munds Park Resident for 24 Years! « Licensed - Bonded - Insured - ROC206317
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MUNDS PARK COMMUNITY CHURCH

FINDING CONSISTENT CONTENTMENT IN LIFE

By Steve Bowyer

You know those times when all seems right in your world? A good night’s
sleep. You feel good all day. You are in a good place emotionally, physically,
mentally, and spiritually. Things are not necessarily all perfect. They are
just right.

Jesus addressed how we can feel that way more often when He preached

a sermon that is recorded in Matthew 5-7. Right up front, He told us how
we can feel deeply and consistently content, satisfied, and happy. This is
more than a shallow good feeling that comes and goes. It is a deep sense of
everything being right. Not perfect, just right.

The word He used to describe this feeling is, ‘blessed’. The source of

the blessing is God. What we receive from Him when we are blessed is
invaluable and probably the one thing we all want more than anything else.
To be deeply and consistently content where we are.

We may say we want to win the mega-millions lottery. The last winner won
over $1.2 b-b-b-billion. But is that not because we think being wealthy would
make us content? Sadly, the real statistics say more than 70% of all lottery
winners end up in worse shape after 5 years than they were before they won.
What would you do to have consistent contentment, regular good nights of
sleep, peace in your relationships, and a daily feeling of general happiness?

God knows us. He constructed us. He hard-wired us. And he programmed
our software. He knows how life works and what it takes for us to feel this
sense of consistent contentment. It is not wealth. It comes down to how
closely aligned we are with Him and the life He designed us for.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit.” (Mt. 5:3) The word “poor” is the same word
for beggar. Those who humbly cower, fail to make eye-contact as they plead
for help. Picture those who sit on the street corner in Flagstaff holding a sign
asking for money as we make the turn from the I-40 off ramp onto Butler.

In Jesus’s words, we are the beggar, and He is the driver. We are not
begging for money. We are begging for what He can give us that will
produce the consistent contentment we are desperate for. Just like the
beggars in Flagstaff who do not have the resources to leave their corner and
lead a productive life, we do not have the resources to leave our position in
our stressed-out and anxiety-plagued life and live consistently contented.
Jesus has what we need. And He will give it to us if we recognize what we
cannot do, what only He can do, and humbly beg Him to do it.

Those who recognize their position of spiritual poverty and beg Jesus

for relief will receive the Kingdom of God. This is not only a permanent
reservation in heaven, but it also includes a heavenly connection on

earth that gives us a better perspective on all the stuff that is stressing us.

Blessed. Deeply content. Things are not perfect. But they are just right.

Next, Jesus said, “Blessed are those who mourn.” (Mt.5:4) He is not talking
about people who walk around crying all the time. If you have one of those
friends, they can be hard to be around. Where is the blessing there?

I have been known to say things without thinking that hurt my wife’s
feelings. I do not do it on purpose. Things come out with unintended
consequences. I love my wife. She loves me. It breaks my heart when I
realize I have said something that hurt her heart. I failed to live up to the
standard she deserves in a husband. I owe her ownership of what I said and
an apology for it. When she forgives me, I am comforted by the love she has
for me that gets us back to the relationship we had before I demonstrated
my capability for insensitive stupidity.

This is what Jesus is talking about here. When we fail to live up the
standard God deserves in a relationship with us. When we do things that
hurt His heart, whether unintentional or on purpose, it should break our
heart. We mourn. We owe Him ownership of what we did and an apology.
When He forgives us, then we are comforted because the relationship gets
restored to where it was before we exercised our capacity for stupidity.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” Is there a better
thing we could receive from anyone, anywhere than the blessing that
produces that deep, consistent contentment and comfort knowing God, in
His grace, has undeservedly forgiven us?

These are just the first two points of nine that Jesus made in that sermon
that teach how to get what we so desperately want. In future articles I will
address the rest.

Jesus knows what you are looking for. If wealth would do it, then rest
assured you would get your turn to receive the mega-millions lottery
numbers. He can do that. But He does not do that because wealth will
not do for us what only He can do that will produce in us the contentment
He offers.

Find deep and satisfying, consistent contentment in your daily life. It is
possible when we recognize our spiritual poverty and mourn the things we
do that hurt God and trouble us. Then, we get the kingdom, comforted, and
forgiven. With all that comes what may be the most valuable gift we could
receive. Be blessed.

Church Services
Sunday, 10:45 am « 17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

For more information about our church go to our website, mpce.church.
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Membership for every lifestyle!

- O ¢ L

For Membership Inquiries,

Contact Membership Coordinator, Daniella Zamora at
dzamora@pinewoodcountryclubaz.com or (928) 233 - 8271.




Pinewood: (928)853-4529  Phx. Toll Free: (602)291-1631 =

Pat & Bruce Moore - Marketing Pinewood / Munds Park for 46 Years
Northern Arizona MLS & Phoenix MLS

Country Living In The Pines

Mountain Dreams Realty
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855 E Navajo Road, Munds Park
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The Moores

Mountain Dreams Realty is a family owned business that is able to provide low brokerage fees
without sacrificing service. We believe our Clients & Customers should have the ability to sell
their home with the same advantages offered by other companies without cutting into their
Profit Margin

2836 E Gelding Drive, Phoenix

17980$S4 gga(l)%%ai 16b . REDUCED R g "Q et 1445 $ES 9L90880Lane
Remodeled Condo i a R el ¥5 T , 8 Corner Lot: Fireplace
Livable 1,276 Sq Ft & § 450 3 Vaulted Ceilings
Vaué‘ged (ljelhngs Livable 1,495 Sq Ft
ireplace 2 Bedrooms + Loft
Deck 2 Bathrooms
3 Bedrooms Front & Back Decks
2 Baths Owner May Carry
Call Pat Moore Call Pat Moore
(928)853-4529 (928)853-4529
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370 E Navajo Rd - $2,650,000
This extremely well built ICF Energy Efficient Custom Home backs the Pinewood Golf Course, has 2,486 sqft of Covered
Decks surrounding the home providing Spectacular Golf Course & Panoramic Views. The 2,948 sqft drive-through 6+ car

Garage is amazing with a Spa & Sauna and a Elevator that take you to the 2,948 SqFt main living quarters with 3 Bd, 3.5
Ba, Vaulted Ceilings and Fireplace. The .87 acre lot has RV Parking with Electric & Dump Station. call Pat Moore - (928)853-4529

750 E. Midway - $1,350,000
Gated - Secluded Mountain Retreat
2,508 Sq Ft on 47,900 SF Lot, backs Munds Canyon
3Bd+ Lrg Game/Sleeping Rm, 2/34 Bath, Vaulted Ceilings,
Fireplace, FA Propane Heat & AC, Call Pat Moore - (928)853-4529

REALTOR® REALTOR® (| REALTOR® || REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR® || REALTOR® || REALTOR® || REALTOR®
John Cheri Sharon Andy Cheri Buchholtz Bob Joncas Sam Catherine Tara Rob Allie
Sharapata Moore Treat Buchholtz || Associate Broker || Associate Broker Tillery Maschue Munro Moore Brown
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(928)853-8542

(928)699-1862
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(602)799-5073

(928)286-9335

(623)363-6778

Mountain Dreams Realty (928)853-4529

www.mountaindreamsrealty.com





